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CHAP. III. 

The Burgundian War. 

Had the Confederates profited by the experience they had so chap. 
dearly purchased in their late civil contest, they would no 
doubt have ever and steadily resisted all new offers of fweign 
connections, and all temptations to further acquisitions ; and 
thus might they have insured to themselves a long interval of 
peace and domestic happiness. But unmindful of the maxims 
by which alone this country can prosper, they soon after, 
emerging from their late imminent dangers, listened to the 
artful insinuations of designing neighbours, and soon found 
themselves once more involved in a destructive war, of far 
greater magnitude than any they had ever waged before ; in 
which, when once they were deeply engaged, the very insti- 
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CHAP, gators to it deserted them ; and which, though it afforded them 
sBsssBs abundance of laurels, yet gradually, in its event, undermined 



the national character, which had gained them the admiration 
of Europe, and to which they owed the inestimable Messing 
of their independence. A brief review of the dispositions and 
relative circumstances of the several parties which had a 
share in the origin and prosecution of this war, will greatly 
facilitate the account which must now be given of its eventful 
progress. 
Panics con- The Emperor Frederick, though his hereditary prejudices 
war. were far from biassmg him m favour of the Confederates, was 

yefy from his natural iftacStivity^ and more so from the many 
adversaries he had to contend with in Hungary, Bohemia, and 
other parts of his extensive dominions, by no means to be 
considered as a formidable adversary. Not so his cousin Si- 
gismund,' whom, after many repulses and delays, the emperor 
had at length invested with the Tyrol, Alsace, and the other 
dominions held by his father, and who succeeded to the claims 
his house still retained to the ample territories it had once 
poss^sed ii> v&ripus parts of Helvetift* His rooted antipathy 
against the Confederated, by whom he thought himself de- 
prived of the fairest p&rt of his inheritance, was far from being 
extinguished, when, by means of a dispute with Cardinal de 
Cusa, Bishop of Brixen, he incurred the papal excommunica- 
tion. The execution of this ecclesiastical sentence being com- 
mitted to the cantons, they actually seized on, and retained, the 
1460. fertile province of ThUrgau ; and the people of Rapperswyl 
having, at the flame time, raised an insUrr^tion, which the duke 
had nQt the power to quell, voluntarily put themselves under 
' Smi of tht late l^federick, whoM the couticU ^ Constance had humbled. 
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the protection of the cantons of Schwitz, Uri, Unclerwaldeit, chap. 

III. 



.s 



and Claris. His necessitous circunjstances however, compelled 
him to contain his resentment ; and even early in his reign, he '457- 
saw himself obliged to restore to 2Luric the county of Kyburg, 
for the expences of the preceding jvar, which he had been con- HS^' 
demned to pay ; and soon after to xxiortgage the town of Win- 
terthur, the last of the possessions of Austria in Helvetia^ and 
afterwards to cede it altogether to the city of Zuric. H77' 

Charles the Seventh, King qf France, struck with adraira- France. 
tion at the valour displayed by the Confederates at the battle 
of St. Jacob, embraced an early opportunity of offering an 
alliance, which was readily accepted by the eight cantons, and 
finally ratified at a congress held at Soleure. Its condition^ ^^ss- 
extended no further than mutual friendship : and one of thp 
clauses stipulated, ' that the inhabitants and subjects of the 

* Swiss cantons should have free ipgress and egress through- 

* out the kingdom of France, with full liberty of commerce, 

* and perfect security for their persons and property/ 

On the death of Charles, his son and successor Lewis the h^x- 
Eleventh, not only renewed the treaty, but sought every opr 1463. 
portunity of forming a still closer union with a people .whose 
rbravery he had personally witnessed, and whose services hp 
moreover wanted against an aspiring adversary. History h^s 
stamped his character as a faithless, suspicious, and turbulent 
prince, whose designs were the more dangerous, as the means 
he had recourse to were generally of a base and insidiops 
nature- Before his accession, being-^fVariance with his fethor, 
he had taken refuge at the court of the Duke of Burgundy : 
but so far from establishing a friendly intercourse, or admitting 
impressions of gratitude for the Hind r^p^tion be had there 

B ^ 
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Burgundy, 



met with, he never ceased, by clandestine machinations, espcf- 
cially by the baneful arts of bribery, to expose him to inex- 
tricable difficulties, until he had actually completed his ruin.* 
To him chiefly, if not solely, is to be ascribed the war between 
the ill fated Burgundian and the Swiss cantons. 

Charles Duke of Burgundy, the most prominent personage 
in the tragical scene before us, was at one time one of the 
most powerful and formidable among the princes of Christen- 
dom. He possessed five dukedoms, ^ eight counties,* and four 
other considerable territories. ' His pecuniary means were 
ample, having, besides his ordinary revenues, obtained frequent 
grants and subsidies from his clergy and states ; and having 
moreover, seized on a large fund which pious Christians had 
collected and deposited at Auxone for the purposes of a cru- 
sade. His immoderate ambition inspired him with the project 
of extending his dominions from the German ocean to the 
Mediterranean, and establishing a powerful kingdom in the 
heart of Europe. With this view, he repeatedly possessed 
himself of Lorrain, and endeavoured to extend his authority 
over the ecclesiastical states on the Rhine; but none, he saw, 
would oppose greater obstacles to his premeditated grandeur 
than the confederated cantons, the greatest part of which he 
considered as appendages to his hereditary dominions, and 
which therefore it appears to have been his prime object to 

* Charles VII. when he heard that his son had been kindly received at the court of 
Burgundy observed, « the Duke of Burgundy does not know the dauphin; he cherishes 
* a fox who will one day devour his poultry.' 

^ Burgundy, Brabant, Limburg, Luxemburg, Guelders. 

♦ Flanders, Artois, Burgundy (since called Franchc Comte), Holland, Zealand, 
Hamault, Namur, and Zutphen. 

' Friesland, Antwerp, Malines, and Salines. 
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subdue. His personal courage and spirit of enterprize had chap. 
early procured him the appellation of bold and audacious, and ^^ ' 
his cruelty annexed to these the addhional title of terrific. 
He had been early trained to arms, and, till he engaged with 
the Confederates, had met with no considerable check. Ed- 
ward the Fourth, King of England, was his brother-in-law. 
The Duke of Milan, Ren6 King of Sicily and Count of Pro- 
vence, and Jolantha Dowager Duchess and administratrix of 
Savoy,* were his friends ; and all of these occasionally became 
his allies, and either drew out in his favour, or helped to 
recruit his armies. His love of splendor shone forth in the 
magnificence of his equipages, his abundance of precious gems, 
and sumptuous apparel, all which he even took into the field, 
and which, by the powerful temptations they offered to his ene- 
mies, contributed perhaps not a little to his destruction. He 
was of a middle stature, dark complexion, and commanding 
aspect; vigilant, inured to all manner of hardships, temperate, 
and, differing in this from Philip the Good ' his father, true to 
his marriage vows. He is the first who, while Count of Cha- 
rolois, took a body of Swiss into his pay ; five hundred of them 
having been enrolled under one of his generals,' and marched 
to the army which he and other princes, confederated under 
the name of the League of the Public Good^ were collecting 1454, 
against France. 

Both Lewis, and his epileptic son Amadeus, Dukes of Savoy, Savoy. 
were from the situation of their territories, and the nature of 
their various claims, inevitably engaged in frequent disputes 

• Her brother, Lewis XI. on receiviog her in the year 1746, at Tours, hailed her, 
* Madame de Bourgogne, soyez la bien venHe.* 

^ The Good Philip had no less than fourteen bastards. 

• The Duke of Calabria. 
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CHAP, with the Swiss cantons, especially with Berne, chiefly con- 
. ceming the boundaries of the Pays de Vaud, and the sove- 



reignty of Friburg, till now an Austrian dependence. The 
burghers of this city, disgusted by the insulting demeanour of 
Duke Albert, brother to the emperor, who came among them 
merely to inveigle them into disputes with their neighbours, 
and finding themselves moreover wholly iinprotected by the 
princes of that house, resolved to accept another sovereign. 
They hesitated some time between the Duke of Savoy and 
Berne, but at length preferred the former, on condition of his 

1450. paying the sum of fifteen thousand florins to that canton, 
in consideration of its waving a previous contract, by which 
it was to share in the sovereignty. The co-burghership be- 
tween the two cities was upon this occasion renewed and 
solemnly attested. On the death of Lewis,^ Duke Amadeus 

1465* being too feeble to engage in the complicated duties of go- 
vernment, his consort Jolantha assumed the reins, and retained 

H72. them even after his death, her son Philibert being at that time 
only seven years of age. She was frequently opposed, but at 
times also supported, by the Counts of Geneva, Romont, and 
Bresse, the brethren of her late husband. The latter espoused 
the cause of the French king ; but Romont, as well as the du- 
chess, we shall often see taking an active part in favour of the 
Burgundian, in his wars against the Confederates. 
Milan. Galeazzo Maria Sforza, Duke of Milan, though he did not 

openly espouse the cause of Charles, never prevented his sub- 
jects from engaging in his service, and considerable bodies of 
them met with severe repulses in their attempts to penetrate 
through the Valais in their way to the Burgundian army. 
He was not however, so inimical to the Confederates, but 
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that, for reasons which have not reached our knowledge, he chap. 
accepted, and appears even to have solicited, a treaty with the J ^ 



cantons, which, under the name of the Capitulate of Milan , pro- ,4.66. 
vided for the mutual security of the traders and itinerants of 
each contracting party, and transferred the property of the 
vale Levina to the canton of Uri, which it has retained even 
to our days. 

Reh6, of the house of Vaudemont, had, in the twenty-second Lorrain. 
year of his age, succeeded, in right of his mother, Jolantha of 
Anjou,* to the duchies of Bar and Lorrain ; but was immedi- 
ately seized, together with his mother, by the audacious 1473. 
Charles, who coveted his dominions. They were indeed soon 
released, at the instance of Lewis the Eleventh, but it was not 
till after the untimely death of the usurper that Rend was al- 
lowed to retain quiet possession of his hereditary dominions. 

Besides the capitulate of Milan, the transfer of the sove- Domestic 
reignty of Friburg to the Duke of Savoy, and of Kyburg, previous to 
Thurgau, Rapperswyl, and Winterthur, to the cantons, few ^ ^^^^' 
other changes respecting the members of the confederacy 
took place in the interval between the civil and the Burgun- 
dian wars, which may not be here passed over wholly unno- 
ticed. Caspar de Landenberg, Abbot of St. Gallen, in a con- 
test he had with his city, dreading lest its burghers should 
anticipate a league with the Confederates, and thus obtain an 
ascendency which might overpower him, resolved to take the 
lead, and hastily formed an union with Zuric, Lucern, Schwitz, ,^j,, 
and Glaris, by which he bound himself and all his vassals be- 
tween the lakes of Constance and Zuric, to afford aid to the 
Confederates in all their emergencies, within these limits, and 

» sister to Margaret Queen of England, 






.?: 



*i,r 



Tt 



8 THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP, to accept the arbitration of the four cantons' in all contests 

IlL 

-- in which the adverse party might appeal to them. The city, 

three years after, followed his example, and formed a perpe- 
tual league with six of the cantons,'** in which mutual defence 
was stipulated, though with some limitations on the part of 
the cantons, and a manifest preference in their favour in case 
of any difference between the contracting parties. '.* V$ 

The country of Appenzel about the same time entered into :h 

1452. an alliance with the ancient cantons, Berne only excepted : it 
has ever since, in all its dangers, faithfully adhered to the con- 
federacy ; and sixty years after, it was admitted as the thir- 
teenth canton in the union. *tf 

The city of ShafFhausen, which the Emperor Lewis of Ba- 
varia had mortgaged to the house of Austria, had at the time 
of the council of Constance been resumed by the Emperor 
Sigismund, and restored to the empire. It was now once ,* 

more claimed by Duke Sigismund, who even obtained a man- •'. 

date from the emperor his cousin, for being reinstated in the 
possession of it. The burghers would probably have submitted, ^'^ 

had not the nobles irritated them by anticipated insults, and ; 

thereby induced them to solicit an union with the Confederates. 
Their offer was readily accepted by six of the cantons," and .^' 

1454- on the league being proclaimed with great exultation in the 
city, an Austrian camp, which had already been pitched at 
their gates, withdrew with some precipitation, lest the Confe- 
derates should compel that which they wished might be consir 
dered as a voluntary act. . ^ 

Rudolph Marquis of Hochberg, and Count of Neuchattel, 

'® Zuric, Berne, Lucern, Schwitz, Zug, and Claris. 

" Zuric, Berne, Lucern, Underwalden, Zug, and Claris. ' ;!^ 



V 






•»;•• 



•«cr. 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. 

about this time/ established a co-burghersWp with the canton chap/ 
of Berne, by which he freed himself frbtn the vassalage of the -mmmBmm 
house of Chalons,^ During the wai^ that now impended, he 
resided chiefly at Berne ; but it is somewhat remarkable that, 
with the approbation of the cantc», he actually suffered his 
son Philip to assume a command in the Burgundian army. 
'- The peace between Austria and the Confederates, received 
soon after a temporary interruption by the act of Pilgrim de 
Heudorfy an Austrian nobleman, who retained a secret ani- 
mosity against the city of Shaff hausen on accouilt of a legal 
decision, in which he considered himself to ha vfe been aggriev- 
ed. He seized the burgomaster of the city, and detained him in 1463. 
close confineAlent utitll he had paid a ransom of eighteen 
hundred florfps. Henry de Regfesheim another of the duke's 
vassals, about the same tinle; availed himself of a trifling dif- 
ference that fbad arisen in the city of Mulhausen (which had 
two.years before become an ally of Serne and Soleure) to 
arraign its 4tiag4s^tes before a!^ Austrian bailiff in Alsace,. 
^hfo, on their refiising to obey his summons, proeefeded. to 
open acts of hostility. These incidents soon arme* the 
whole Confederacy. A body of seven thousand men collected 
fix>m.-all' the cantons, and marched ihto the Suridgau, and the 
Black Forest, where, idfter desti-oying many castles and vil- 
lages, they sat A^wh before the town of Waldshut, and 
assailed it with unabated vigour. They were on the point of 
reducing it, when terms of accommodation were offered by 
Austria, which, being accepted, gave »rise to (he peace of 
Waldshut, the conditions pf wbicb were, that Austria should 
reimburse the eighteen hundred florins bis Vassal had extorted 
from the Ijui^omaster of Shaff hausen, anid indemnify the 

VOL. IK C 
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CHAP, Confederates for the expences of the war by the sum of t«i 
^^*^ thousand florins^ to be paid at stated periods, the towns of the 
Black Forest being made over as securities for the perform- 
ance of these conditions. 

Sigismund could ill brook the repeated injuries he had sus^ 
tained on the part of the Confederates, and was moreover 
unable to raise the sums which by the late treaty he had 
bound himself to disburse* Prompted both by resentment and 
necessity, he resolved to seek aid of some neighbouring poten- 
tate. From his cousin the emperor he had little expectation, 
knowing his natural apathy^ and the many other adver- 
saries he had to contend with ; and being moreover conscious 
that the offence he had given, by the peremptory claim he 
had made of his father's dominions, had not yet been ob- 
literated. He hence resorted in person to the court of the 
French king, not doubting, from his conduct in the war of 
Zuric, but that he would gladly contribute to check the pro- 
gress of the aspiring Confederates : but the artful Lewis had 
very different objects in view* Besides the admiration heh^ad 
conceived of the Swiss, he had determined to cultivate their 
friendship, in order to oppose them to the Duke of Burgundy, 
whose actual power, and manifest projects of further aggran-. 
dizement, had abundantly alarmed his apprehensions. 
Alsace, See. Having failed in this attempt, Sigismund immediately re- 
tSTu^rgun- paired to Arras, where he met the Duke of Burgundy, who, not 
^^' 5 having yet experienced the dangers of a contest with the 
Swiss, readily listened to his proposals, and. gladly accepted 
of a mortgage he offered him of the counties of Pfirt, Sund^ 
jgau, Brisgau, Alsace, and the four forest towns, for the loan of 
eighty thousand florins, which Charles immediately deposited. 
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Besides^ the urgent want he had of this supply^, the Austrian CfHAP. 
moreover, was well aware that the contiguity of these terri- ^^^* 
tones to the boundaries of the Swiss would soon bring on 
dissensions, which he doubted not would end in an open 
rupture. The Confederates soon perceived theMdrift of this 
transaction, and endeavoured Xp avert the danger, by sending 
their co-burgher, the Count of Neuchattel, to conciliate the 
friendship of Charles, and offer a treaty at least of amity » if 
not of mutual defence. The duke not only rejected the over- 
tures, but sent a governor to his new acquired teiritorie^ 
^yrhom he knew to be an inveterate enemy to the Swiss, and 
who, he was certain, would soon occasion discontents and raise 
commotions, of which he meant to avail hioiself. 

The Swiss now shewed very little reluctance in accepting^ft 
new treaty offered them by the King of France, which. was 
confirmed at Bernp, anc^ratified at Tours on the twentieth <?f 1470. 
October, and according to wliich both parties, considering the 
Duke of Burgundy as a common enemy, soleip^ly bound 
themselves to afford him no manner of assistance. This fully 
answered the purpose of the crafty Lewis, since the pretence 
thereby afforded, greatly accelerated the steps Charles had 
long noeditatfed against the Confederates, 

Peter de Hagenbach, the prefect the Duke of Burgundy 
sent to govern his new territories on the Rhine, soon betrayecj 
a disposition which alarmed both the people of those provinces, 
and their neighbours. ...Resides the violences he himself com- 
mitted, he countenanced all those of others, who frequently 
detained and plundered travellers, and openly encouraged the 
inhabitants, of the districts contiguous to the territories of 
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CHAP. Berne and Soleure, to molest ^ir neighbours, and even 

III 

vindicated the audacity of some who raised Burgundian colours 
in the bailiwick of Shenkenberg, belonging to Berne. Pil- 
grim de Heudorf, who continued to harass the people of 
ShafFhausenf had recently seized near Brisach some Swisft 
merchants, whom, having stripped them of their effects, lie 
detained in a castle, until they were forcibly released by- the 
burghers of Strasburg, who reprobated such wanton breaches 
of public faith. This ruffian, the lawless Hagenbach not only 
tolerated, but even encouraged in his acts of depredations : he 
moreover publicly declared, that his master meant shortly t$ 
attack the Swi^; and insinuated that he had been promised 
the counties of Xenzburg, Thun, and Nidau, as a reward for 
his faithful and important services. The duke himself, in 
fact, declared, through his ambassadors, at a diet held at 

1473. Lucerri in the month of May, that h^ad taken Sigismund of 
Austria under his immediate protection ; and that he should 
uphold hirid as well as Hagenbach, Heudorf, and the other 
obnoxious lords, in all their iniquitous proceedings. 

Lewis saw with exultation the flames kindling, and while 
fee was making repeated treaties with Charles, neglected no 
means which might accelerate the explosion. Gold was his 
best advocate, and he was not sparing of it to the unguarded 
Confederates. This motive, and the frequent provocations 
they had experienced, failed not to urge them, chiefly how- 

1474, . ever at the instigation of Berne, to enter into a third league 
with Lewis. This treaty was particularly levelled at the 
Burgundian duke, and contained both offensive and defensive 
clauses. It regulated the pay of the Swiss, who might be 
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Induced tb enter into the service of France : Lewis promised chap. 
besides t»'dfejk>sit annually at Lyons, the sum of twenty 
thousand livt-e??, to te distributed among the different can* 
tons ; ahd agreed, that in case the Confederates should be at 
war \^ith the ^uke, and the king should not be able to assist 
them W?th fdrcei^^ he would, besides the above subsidy, cause 
to bfe ffelid to them eVery three months, twenty thousand 
florins, as long as the said war should last. The Confederates, 
lastly, engaged, wcase of a war, not to make peace with the 
doke, without comprising the interests of the king ; he bind- 
ing himself reciprocally to the faithful observance of a similar 
condition. 

Notwithstanding this close alliance, the Confederates were 
still averse to commence tbe war, which Lewis so strenuously 
endeavoured to foment. Charles having rtesolved to visit his 
newly acquired dominions, came wkh a numerous and splendid 
retinue to Brisacb, and was theroj^et by deputies frpm Berne^ 
Sc^eure^ and Friburg, who had been instructed to remonstrate 
against the conduct of Hag^nbabh, Heudorf^ and the other 
oppressive nobles, whom the duke had taken under hk im- 
mediate protection ; tofetnind him of the friendly intercourse 
that had long subsisted between them and the sovereigns of 
Burgundy; and to request proper redress, and a return of 
confidence and friendship : but their remonstrances made no 
impression upon the obdurate prince. He received the de- 
puties with austere reserve ; would iBpt suffer them to address 
him but on their knees ; and dismissed them at Dijon (whither 
they had followed him, in hopes of softening him by thei^ 
obsequious perseverance) without. deigning to give themmj 
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CHAP, answer." Lewis now conceived a project which, not many 
c^ss^B years before, would have- been deemed preposterous, if not 
impracticable. He caused a proposal to be made for an 
alliance between Austria and the cantons : he was probably 
apprized that Sigismund, who had severely felt the power c^ 
the Confederates, would be glad by such a compact to secure 
the remainder of his dominions against all dangers from that 
quarter ; and on the other hand, he had just reasoh to'^xpect 
that the cantons would readily accede, in order to establish a 
quiet possession of the territories they had wrested from 
Austria, and for which th<|y had been incessantly struggling 
for upwards of half a centuryf* He had moreover fair hopes 
that Sigismund, having nothing to fear on the part of Hel- 
vetia, would instantly resume his mortgage of the counties on . 
the Rhine, which Charles he knew would be unwilling to 
surrender; and thus he had no doubt but that he should 
eventually excite an addi^nal and very unexpected enemy 
to his foraiidable adversary. Through bis contrivance, and a 
proper application of pecuniary inducements, a congress actu- 
ally met at Constance, vvhere Sigisn^und attending in person, 
met the plenipotentiaries of King Lewis, the Count Palatine^ 
the Margrave of Baden, the Bishops of Strasburg and Basle, 
the magistrates or deputies of the cantons, ahd those of the 
principal cities in Alsace and along the Rhine, which latter 
had now formed an union siiKe known by the name of t|ie 
Lower League.'^ The fijjst object here was the alliance be* 

'^ On this^ or perhaps some other occasion, the Swi&s deputies assui^d the duke 
that the whole riches of their country did not exceed in value the bridles and stirrups 
>f hif cayalry. " Strasburg, Basle, Colmar, Sblestad, MonbUiiard, Su^ 
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tviieeh Austria and the Confederates, which> under the name chap. 
of the Hereditary Union^ was speedily drawn up, accepted, and ^ssa^ 
finally ratified, or rather guaranteed, by King Lewis, at Senlis, Hereditary 
on the eleventh of June* Its conditions extended to mutual twecn Au- 
defence and freedom of intercourse, and likewise the amicable confSer! ^ 
adjustment of any difierence that might arise between the*^^'* 
parties. Another, and lilcewise a defensive treaty, was at the 
samelPme entered into at this congress, between Duke Sigis- 
mund, the Helvetic (Donfederacy, and the cities of the lower 
league, the chief object of which was to f@&train the outrages 
still daily practiised by Hagenbacl^nd his odious accomplices. 
Thus by one of those singular combinations of events in which 
Wstory abounds, did the very same people, which had stripped 
tre house of Austria of all its hereditary territories in Helvetia, 
join now in an engagement to protect that very house, in the 
possession of dominions which it had recently mortgaged for 
the means of carrying on a war against themselves. 

Thttcities of Strasburg and Basle having advanced the sums 
required, for the repayment of which Lewis made himself 
responsible, Sigismuhd deposited at Basle the eighty thousand 
florins lent him by the Duke of Burgundy, apprising him at 
the same time, that he should now resume the mortgaged 
provinces, and that he meant immediately to enter into the 
possession of them^ Charles, as King Lewis expected, re-- 
jected the offer with disdain, pretending, among other evasive 
pleas, that the loan was to be refunded at Besan^pn, and not 
at Basle. 

Hagenbach in the mean time, whether instructed, or elated 
by the favour and countenance he had experienced from his 
master during his late visit, had laid aside all moderation^ and 
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CHAP, evjea the very semblance of justice. He insulted the cities, xtf 
Basle and Strasburg, over which he had no legal jbrisdictiont 
and threatiened to send them Burgundian garrisons. The 
people of Mulhausen, who wer^ in close alliance with the 
Confederates, he harassed by every species of insult he could 
^devise ; he introduced into bis towns bodies of Flemish mer- 
cenaries, who conunitted all manner of outrage ; he even, in 
the wantonness of unlimited power, abridged the ndlles of 
their privileges; and thus uniting alt ranks against him-^ 
brought on his o^ ruin, and prepared that :of hi^ roaster* 
who paay well be held up ^ a warning to princes who think 
they may with impunity sport with the feelings of their 
people. 

The. atrocious governor however, Moa perceived tha^ 
storm was gathering, and with a view to insure a. strong re- 
treat, threw himself, with four. hundred of his hirelings, into 
the town of Brisach; which he ordered to be secured by strong 
fortifications. In this heTound himself obstructed by ttie in- 
habitants, who moreover, conceiving themselves no longer 
Amenable to his authority, seized hii person in the name of 
their rightful soverdgn, and cast him into a dungeon* Sigis- 
ttiund was no sooner aj^rized of this decisive measure than he 
repaired to Brisach, arid received the joyful homage of his 
former subjects. Here a message was also brdngbt him from 
Duke Charles, upbraiding him with a breach, of fiaith; and 
denoUnci^ig vengeance in case he should dare Xo: proceed to 
extremities with his confidential servant. Sigismund ' how^^ 
^er, equally regardless of his reprba£i ^uadmeoaci^s,. proceeded 
to appoint a tribunal for the trial of the execrated tyrant, to 
which, iri order to involve oth6r states besides himiaelf in the 
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event, he invited magistrates from the cities of the lower chap; 
league, and more particularly from the confederate cantons. B=ssi 
Hagenbach was arraigned in the morning of the ninth of 
May. Some charges of oppression he answered, by adducing 
the express orders of the duke his master ; others he extenuated 
by alleging the provocations that had compelled him to use 
severity ; and those of rapes and wantonness he retorted upon 
his jxMges, asserting that he had done no more than they 
themselves daily practised, adding, that as to the former im- 
putation he had never found it necessary to use violence. His 
trial lasted the whole day : in the evening he received sentence 
of death ; and was beheaded in the night, by torch-light. 

Charles fired with indignation at this proceeding : yet, hav- 
ing greater projects in view than merely that of avietiging thci 
death of an obnoxious minion, he checked his passion, and 
even sent to the Swiss a conciliatory message, representing 
to them the impolicy of their preferring a new ally, such as 
the hoQse of Austria, which had for centuries been their 
relentless foe, to an ancient friend and confederate like him- 
self; reminding them of the good understanding that had &o 
long subsisted between them and himself as well as his an- 
cestors ; intimating how hostile the King of France, while 
dauphin, had been towards them in their civil war; and 
assuring them, that he had always been ready to restdre the, 
mortgaged territories, had Sigismund fulfilled the conditions 
of the contract ; and that as to any misconduct of Hagenbafih^ 
he would have given ample satisfaction, liad an appeal been 
made to his justice. The Swiss however, recollected the 
treatment of their deputies at Brisach, and paid no regard Ip 
these specious professions, which they considered as mere pre- 
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ciHAl*. tenoes, in-order to gain time for hostile preparations. Charles 

III • 

... . ' . could not so wholly suppress his resentment, but that he 
seized on the person of Henry Count of Wurtemberg, who had 
been accessary to the death of his favourite ; and summoned 
his town of Monbelliard, Which however prepared for a 
vigorous resistance. The Berners seeing their own peril in 
the danger that menaced this neighbouring city, which they 
considered as a key to their own country, declared that they 
took it under their immediate protection; and in this they 
were followed by the rest of the cantons. 

Charles was now at open war with Lewis ; but having pre- 
vailed upon Edward the Fourth of England to take an active 
part in the contest, and even to invade the kingdom of France, 
he found himself at full lib^ty to pursue the favourite plan he 
had for some time had in contemplation, of extending his do- 
minions on the^ide of the empire. One of the previous steps 
towards the attainment of this object, he conceived to be the 
securing an ascendency over the ecclesiastical states on the 
Rhine ; and with this view he sent to Cologne to demand the 
advocacy of that metropolitan see, being supported in his 
claim by the concurrence of the archbishop,"* who was then 
at variance with his chapter. Having however received a 
formal refusal, he advanced from Maestricht with an army of 
rixty thousand men, and besieged the town of Nuys, not 
doubting that the reduction of that adjacent fortress would 
intimidate the chapter into compliance. Charles, it must be 
owned, betrayed in the whole of this transaction a want of 
sagacity unworthy of his other great talents, since it appears 
manifest that had he at that time, or even after he raised the 

■♦ Rupert Count Palatine. 
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felege of Nuys, joined his forces to those of Edward^ he would chap, 
infallibly have overpowered ah enemy, who in the sequel ■ ' ■- 
proved the chief cause of his disasters ; whereas by admitting 
a prolongation of the war between England and France, 
opportunities were afforded to Lewis to apply his usual and 
tnost effective weapon, which the English courtiers knew not 
how to resist. A proper distribution of gold soon fireed him 
from an invader, who hiad espoused the cause with little 
alacrity, and was ill prepared to maintain it through a period 
of any length. 

The siege of Nuys, which detained the duke a whole year, 
and the instigations and fair promises of King Lewis, who 
gave hopes of ample supplies, which he never meant to accom- 
plish, drew out the emperor against the Burgundian : but 
Charles knowing the want of energy of that monarch, and the 
hiany impediments that cramped his operations, was by no 
means diverted by this new semblance of resistance from pro- 
secuting his favourite design. He resolved upon a diversioH 
against the cities of the lower league, and sent the Count de 
Blamont with a body of six thousand cavalry ijito the Smid^ 
gau, where, after ravaging the open: country, 'they took* 
pillaged; and burnt, upwards of thirty villages, and returned 
itito Upper Burgundy loaded with spoils extorted from innoi 
cent victims. This near approach of hostile arms at length 
afforded matter of serious consideration to the Confederates : , ;. : 
they held a meeting at Lucerne and were there met by the 
representatives of the Emperor, the King of France, the Dukie 
Of Austria, various neighbotfring princes and prdates, and the 
cities of the lower league. All these urged abundance of per-i 
suasiVe argutnenrs to impd the Confederates to a detlaratioa 
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of war, forcibly pointing out the danger of dday when an 
attack was manifestly intended, and strongly insisting upon 
the certainty of success, when so many powerful and steady 
allies co-operated* At length, overcome by persuasions, and 
stunned as it were by importunities and fair promises, they on 
ihe twenty-seventh of October, still however with reluctance, 
drew up their declaration, and sent it to the Count deBlamont, 
who conveyed it to the duke at his camp before Nuys. 
Charles received it withv disdain. After a long pause, his 
rage preventing his utterance, he at length, being well ap- 
prized which of the cantons had chiefly contributed to this 
bold resolve, exclaimed, • oh, Berne, Berne ! ' and shewed 
symptoms of resentment which struck all around him with 
terror. 

The Berners now took the field with their allies of Friburg, 
Soleure, and Bienne, and invested Hericourt, one of the mort- 
gaged towns near Monbelliard, which Charles had granted to 
Thibaud of Neuchattel, then marshal of Burgundy. Here 
they were joined by the rest of the cantons, Underwalden 
only excepted, which, having still some points in dispute with 
the Duke of Austria, refused to participate in this war. Not* 
withstanding an attempt made by a strong body of Burgun- 
dians to relieve the town, it surrendered after a siege of 
fourteen days, and was restored to the Duke of Austria. 
I475' A body of Berners, with some men of Lucern and Soleure, 

early in the succeeding month of February, forced their way 
through theJura, and took possession of Pontarlier in Upper 
Burgundy. They here repelled an attack pf a much superior 
force of Burgundians ; burnt the town and castle ; and return- 
ed into the Pays de Vaud, wh^e the Count of Romont had 
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collected forces, and with the concurrence of Jolantlia of Savoyi CHAP, 
his sister--in-law, and of two Counts of Chalons^ who had en-* :■. . ' , 
gaged in the service of Charles, had commenced open hosti- 
lities against the Confederates. Among the several towns which 
they took, '* none made so vigorous a resistance as Orhe, the 
garrison of which, consisting chiefly of nobles, after burning 
the town, when they found they could no longer defend it, 
retired into the castle. This strong post the Confederates im^ 
mediately stormed, and having entered it, cast many of the 
lords over the battlements into tlie burning ruins, and put the 
remainder to the sword. In a subsequent inroad into this 
country, the Confederates marched as far as Lausanne, whicK 
they laid under contribution ; and threatened the city of Ge- 
neva, which warded off the blow by agreeing to pay a ransom 
of twenty-six thousand florins. 

Charles meanwhile, having the emperor with an army of 
eighty thousand men, and, by the retreat of King Edward, the 
whole force of the French monarch in the field against him ; 
having moreover the Duke of Lorrain to contend with, who> 
under pretence of a breach of promise, but chiefly at the in- 
stigation of Lewis, had made an inroad into the dutchy of Lux^ 
emburg ; seeing likewise the dangers to which his frontiers 
towards Swisserland were exposed, thought it high time to 
free himself from some of the numerous enemies that now 
surrounded him. He found the least difficulty with the em« 
peror, who was never earnest in the cause. A truce was con* 
eluded by the mediation of the pope's legate, on the twenty- 
fifth of May, by which Frederick engaged to abandon the 
grand alliance, and the duke agreed to raise the siege of Nuys^ 

^ GianscDj Orbej, MoxiUgn}^ Echalkns ; all belonging to the Counts of ChaIom« 
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CHAB. and to foreake the cause of the Archbishop of Cologne, whom 
he hiad engaged to support in his contest with his chapter. 

The proud Charles condescended now also to demand an 
armistice from the French monarch. Nothing had ever gra- 
tified Lewis so much as the intelligence of the attacks made 
upon Burgundy by the Confederates. He saw now the pro- 
spect of a speedy completion of his deep laid project ; and, 
having purchased a peace with Edward, he thought he might 
safely rely upon the Swiss for the final destruction of his rival, 
without involving himself in the dangers of the bloody war, 
which he well knew must precede that wished for event. He 
lieadily accepted the offer of Charles, and, forgetting alto- 
gether his solemn engagement with the cantons not to enter 
into any treaty with the, duke without their participation, 
concluded a nine years truce, which was ratified at Soleuvre 
on the thirteenth of September. The crafty monarch knowing 
that Charles meant now to direct his whole power against the 
Swiss, expressed his surprise that he had not demanded a longer 
term, • for,' said he, * the duke is little aware what people he 
• is going to contend with, nor what a rod he has prepared for 
' his own back.' 

Sigismund, though he did not formally renounce the grand 
alliance, yet, by the defection of the emperor his cousin, was 
deprived not only of the means, but also of the inclination to 
co-x>perate .effectually in promoting the purposes for which 
it had been formed; and thus, when the Confederates saw 
the whole power of Burgundy coming forth against them, they 
looked round them, and found themselves wholly deserted ^by 
all. the allies (the lower league only excepted) at whose in-i 
stigation they had exposed themselves to the threatening ^torrii. 
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No comment is here necessary. The facts themselves will sug- chap; 
gest abundance of reflections, which have been amply expatiated ', 

upon by all the Swiss historians. Little indeed' can be said in 
extenuation of these instances of perfidy in men who are 
deemed the fountain of honour : but it must be owned that we 
do not read of many kings like Lewis the Eleventh. 

Charles having thus freed himself from what he considered 
the most powerful of his antagonists, began his schemes of 
vengeance against the Duke of Lorrain, the first victim of 
Lewis's treachery. In a short space of time he over-ran the 
whole dutchy ; attacked and took Nancy, into which, on the 
thirtieth of November, he made a triumphant entry ; and 
obliged the hapless Rene to seek his personal safety by flight. 
During the progress of this conquest, Charles took the town of 
Brie, in which he found two hundred and fifty Swiss, Whom, 
contrary to the terms of the capitulation, he caused to be hanged 
under its walls. In the month of January, he repaired to Be- 1476. 
Sanson, where he immediately made preparations for the for- 
midable attack he meditated against the Confederates. 

Charles was too impatient to wait for the return of spring. 
He quitted Besan9on on the sixth of February ; and on the 
twelfth appeared before Orbe, and spread a numerous host all 
over the adjacent country. The Confederates lost no time in 
assembling their forces. They met from all quarters : Berne 
and Friburg sent garrisons to Iverdun and Granson ; but find- 
ing that the former post could not be maintained, they removed 
their men to Granson, where preparations were made for a very 
vigorous defence. The duke led his army "* before thi^ place on 

*^ Historians difFer widely concerning the numbers of this army; s«me make it 
amount to ioo>oo« ; none make it less than 50.000. 



\ 



£4 THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP, the nineteenth, and established his magnificent camp on the 
, ' ^ acclivities around it. On the twenty-fifth he carried the town^ 
by storm, but had not as yet made any impression upon the 
castle. The Confederates, under Nicholas de Shamachthal and 
John de Hallwyl, were encamped at Morat, and were Waiting 
for additional reinforcements before they would vertture to re- 
lieve the place, which they well knew might holdout some time 
longer. Charles, exasperated at the delay opposed to his pro- 
gress by so insignificant an obstacle, had recourse to treachery. 
He sent into the garrison an emissary, to acquaint them that 
the Confederates were in the utmost discord, that the Bur« 
gundians had taken and burnt Friburg, and that Berne was 
on the point of sharing the same fate ; and likewise to admo- 
nish them to accept of their free dismissal, which the duke was 
willing to allow them, if they would immediately surrender. 
The garrison hinted at the example of Brie ; but the emissary 
vindicated his master by specious pretences, and solemn asse- 
verations, and positively declared that no harm should befall 
them, if they reposed full confidence in the duke's honour and 
magnanimity. 

Thus influenced they surrendered, and marched out on the 
twenty-seventh of February : but scarce had they passed the 
^ gates when they were seized, bound, and led through the camp 

among the scoffs and insults of the whole army. On the next 
morning four hundred and fifty of them were hanged on the 
trees round the town ; and on the succeeding day, one hundred 
and fifty more, being the remainder of this devoted band, were 
carried out in boats, and sunk in the lake. This atrocious deed^ 
whilst it drew upon the perfidious duke the execration of his 
foes, did by no means add to the love of those who were wil- 
ling to befriend him. 
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The Swiss army, meanwhile, which now consisted of near chap. 
twenty thousand men, had marched round the lake to Neu- - 

chattel, and on Saturday the third of March, arrived at Vau- Qra^nson. 
marcus, where they began skirmishing with the Burgundian 
out-posts, and encountered a battery which they could not 
silence. The report of the artillery brought the duke instantly 
out of his intrenched camp. His van, consisting of ten thou- 
sand Lombards and Savoyards, was led by Anthony and Bald- 
win, two bastards of Burgundy, and the Prince of Orange ; 
he headed the main body himself; and the rear he entrusted 
to John Duke of Cleves. The ground was very uneven, and 
so intersected by torrents and ravines, as wholly to preclude 
the use of heavy cannon. The banners of Schwitz and Thun 
formed the van of the confederate army, and took an advan- 
tageous post on an eminence. They were soon joined by those 
of Berne and Friburg. As they approached the enemy, they^ 
according to their usual practice, fell on their knees to implore 
a blessing from on high. The Burgundians, imagining thisi 
detachment to be the whole of the army, mistook their act of 
devotion for an offer of surrender. Their first attack disco- 
vered their error ; they were repulsed with loss ; and their 
leaders, perceiving how unfavourable the spot was for military 
evolutions, ordered their ranks to retreat, in order to allure 
the Confederates to a more advantageous ground. At this in- 
stant came forward more of the confederate banners, and the 
feigned retreat of the Burgundians was soon converted into a 
real flight ; they fell back upon their main body, and threw it 
mto the utmost confusion. The duke flew among the disor- 
dered ranks, exclaiming that the retreat of the van was a mere 
stratagem, and used every effort to restore order and confix 
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CHAP, dence ; but all in vain : more of the Swiss banners came in 
^sa—^gg^ sight, and a general trepidation seized the whole : they gave 
way on all sides ; and not even trusting to the security their 
strong camp might have afforded, fled in all directions. 

Thus did the Confederates, in a few hours, and with the loss? 
of only fifty men, obtain a complete victory ; and, the whole 
Burgundian camp having fallen into their hands, they acquired 
a booty of which there is scarce an instance in history. Here 
they found abundance of ammunition and provisions ; one hun- 
dred and twenty pieces of ordnance,'^ most of them culverines ; 
four hundred magnificent tents, some of silk lined with velvet, 
and embroidered with gold and pearls ; six hundred richly 
decorated flags. In the duke's tent they found the largest 
diamond at that time known to exist ; '* a precious jewel called 
the three brethren ; a sword set with seven great diamonds, 
seven rubies, and fifty pearls ; his plate, said to have been up- 
wards of four hundred pounds in weight ; great stores of rich 
carpets and tapestry ; his golden seal, and the whole of hisr 

'7 Laufibr mentions 420 ; but this number appears highly improbable. 

'* Watteville traces the progress of this diamond through various hands> from WiD. 
de Diesbach^ who he says bought it in 1492 for 5000 florins, to those of the Duke of 
Milan, who sold it to Pope Julius II. by whom and his successors it has ever after been 
worn as the chief ornament of the papal crown. Du Fresnoy, the editor of the Mem* 
of Phil, de Comines, positively asserts that it is the well known Sancy, the second dia« 
niond in the crown of the French king. And Meister, in his Hauptszenen, vol. i. p. 
S9, mentions a MSc. of Joh. Jac. Fugger, in the Electoral Library of Bavaria, in which 
the writer says, that this diamond, together with other precious gems, had been pur- 
chased by one of his ancestors ; and that, coming to him by inheritance, he had sold it 
to Henry VIII. King of England; and that Philip, husband to Queen Mary, had taken it 
with him to Spain ; so that it has in fact returned to the descendants of Duke Charles. 
The pains that have been taken to ascertain which of these accounts is true have 
hitherto proved ineffectual. 
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chancery. The nobles, who vied with each other in sump- chap. 
tuous attire and equipage, lost all their effects ; nor could the ■> — ' - 
many merchants, and upwards of three thousand women, who 
attended the camp, save any of their property. The loss in 
mexx did not exceed two thousand, but it would have been 
greater had the Swiss had any cavalry/' The duke estimated 
his own loss at one million of florins, and the whole booty is 
said to have amounted to thrice that value. But the greatest 
loss of all was the loss of reputation. The name of Charles no 
no longer struck terror around him : his allies became luke- 
warm : the Duke of Milan and the King of Sicily, the latter 
of whom had made a will in favour of Charles, publicly de- 
serted him : even Jolantha wavered in her fidelity, and suf- 
fered her brother-in-law, the Count of Bresse, to seize on 
twenty thousand crowns which Charles had entrusted to one 
of his nobles for the purpose of levying recruits in Savoy and 
the neighbouring provinces. 

The triumph of the Swiss suffered no small abatement when 
they approached Granson and saw the suspended bodies of 
their friends and countrymen, and those which had been 
thrown up lifeless on the shore. They collected their lament- 
able remains, and, with mournful obsequies, committed them 
to the earth in the cemetery of the unshod Carmelites. The 

'* Phil, de Comines pretends that the duke lost only seven men ; but this is not the 
only instance of his want of accuracy. He expatiates on the gross simplicity of the 
Swiss in estimating the value of their booty. The plate> he says, they sold for pewter; 
a rich embroidered tent they cut aad portioned out in small pieces; die soldier who 
found the great diamond tossed it about as a thing of no value> and at length sold it 
to a priest for one florin, who afterwards parted with it for three livres; Happy, had 
this people always continued in such an ignorance of the fictitious value of objects that 
confer no real distinction* 

£ « 
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CHAP, castle was immediately reduced, and the Burgundians wha 
^"' were found in it were hung on the same trees, and by the 
same halters that had been fatal to their too credulous coun- 
trymen. The captain and some nobles they spared, and ex- 
changed them with the few prisoners the duke had made in 
the early part of this unfortunate expedition. Having as usual 
remained three days on the field of battle, the greatest part 
chose to return to their homes, to receive the congratulations 
of their friends, and to exhibit the rich spoils a few hours of 
well-timed intrepidity had procured them. 

Charles after the battle fled to Joigni on Mount Jura, and 
thence to Nozeroy in Upper Burgundy, where those around 
him saw him stung with shame, and so torn with vindictive 
rage, as to shew evident marks of delirium, which, a contem- 
porary author says, never after forsook him.* Here, however, 
he remained not long inactive ; but, eagerly bent on revenge, 
he resolved to make every effort to retrieve his lost power and 
reputation. He sent an obsequious message to the King of 
France to request his further observance of the truce. Lewis, 
who had removed to Lyons, in order to be near the scene oi 
action, and had received the intelligence of the victory of Gran- 
son with public marks of exultation, knew that, if suffered to 
proceed, Charles would not desist from his vain attempts 
against the Swiss, until reduced to utter ruin. He hence 
solemnly promised to adhere faithfully to his engagement; 
while at the same time, to prevent the Confederates from 
listening to any offers of accommodation, he sent them private 



*• * A bicn dire la vcritc, jc croy que jamais depuis il n'eut rentendement si boa 
qu*il avoit eu auparavant cette bataille/ Phil, d^ Comines« k v. c* 3. 
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but false assurances, that he meant to make a powerful diver- chap. 
sion in their favoun ^^^* ^ 

On the fourteenth of May, Charles had already assembled 
an army of sixty thousand men at Lausanne, near one half of 
which had been raised in Lombardy, Savoy, and Provence, and 
was even joined by a body of English adventurers : he col- 
lected all the metal that could be found, and caused one 
hundred and fifty cannon to be cast. Under the influence of 
such an army the Count of Romont found it an easy matter 
to recover most of the places in the Pays de Vaud, which the 
Confederates had taken from him and the nobles in alliance 
with him. Charles moreover promised to put him in posses* 
sion of the city of Berne : he also engaged to deliver Friburg 
to the dutchess, and portioned out* among his nobility all the 
valuable domains he was confident of wresting from the 
Confederates. Theste Confederates meanwhile held a diet at 
Lucern, on the fifteenth of the month, in which they made 
various necessary arrangements for their defence. One thou- 
sand foot, with some horse, were sent to Friburg, one thousand 
to Granson, and fifteen hundred to Morat, under the conduct 
of Adrian de Bubenberg of Berne, a veteran knight and ex- 
perienced commander. This town being the key to their 
country, the Berners amply supplied it with every means of 
defence. Bubenberg encouraged his men by pointing out to 
them the ample provision that had been made for their safety ; 
but he strictly ordered every one of his men, if he should 
observe the least symptom of fear in another, to stab him 
without. mercy or delay; and not to spare even him, should 
he give the least cause to suspect his firmness. 

Duke Charles began his march with the main part of his 
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CHAP, army," on the twenty-seventh of May, and on the tenth d[ 
' . June arrived near Morat- On the following day he invested 
the town, and so effectually surrounded it, as to leave no 
outlet except on the side of the lake, where, having no vessels^ 
he could not complete the blockade. Bubenberg no ways 
dismayed at the approach of so formidable a host, repelled the 
first assailants, and took some prisoners, from whom he col- 
lected the intentions of the duke. These he communicated 
to the council at Berne, and desired that no hasty steps should 
be taken for his relief, since he was certain that he could 
prolong the siege till all the Confederates were met, and a 
sufficient force had assembled to insure a victory. Berne sent 
immediately between five and six thousand men to secure the 
passes at Gumminen, and over the Sense ; and by a general 
alarm called together the whole force of the canton. 

The duke, in disposing his troops round Morat, had stationed 
the Count of Romont with eight thousand men on the north 
6ide, to guard the avenues from Berne and Arbeig : Anthony, 
one of the bastards of Burgundy, with thirty thousand men, 
immediately surrounded the town, and extended his posts 
along the lake ; whilst he himself, with the remainder of the 
army, occupied the heights on the left, wh»e, on a promi- 
nent spot, he caused a wooden house to be erected, wh^ice 
he could survey the whole of his array. The artillery soon 
began to play upon the town with great effect. On the sixth 
day of the siege the duke, in order to intimidate the garrison, 
ordered the whole army to parade round the town, with shouts^ 
music, and martial pomp ; and towards evening, the whole was 

** PhU. de Commes says, that this army consisted of only twenty-three thousand 
effective men, besides cannoneers. 
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made to approach the walls with scaling ladders, battle axes, chap. 
and all kinds of hostile weapons, and to attempt a general ^^^' 
storm : but such was the reception they met with, that near 
one thousand of them fell on the spot ; and the remainder 
finding that no impression could be made, desisted from the 
vain enterprize. The duke next tried the effect of advan- 
tageous offers, but Bubenberg answered, that Brie and Granson 
were still too fresh in the memory of his people to think of a 
capitulation. The garrison laboured with the greatest ala- 
crity, repaired in the night what had been damaged or 
destroyed in the day, observed profound silence, that the 
enemy might form no conjecture of their numbers, and such 
was their vigilance, that they did not even find it necessary to 
shut their gates ; an appearance of defiance and confidence 
which not a little daunted the Burgundians. 

The Confederates meanwhile met at Ulmiz, on Saturday the Battle of 
twenty*second of June. The thousand men who had been 
sent to Frilmrg were recalled, and joined the army. Count 
Lewis of Oetingen, with four hundred horse, three hundred 
fusileers, and twelve cannon, came from Strasburg ; and Count 
Oswald de Thierstein with two hundred Austrian horse, from 
Colmar, and the other towns of the lower league. The Count 
of Gruyeres brought a body of his hardy mountaineers, and 
lastly came also with three or four hundred horse, the ejected 
Duke of Lorraine,'* to whom some writers have erroneously 
ascribed the command of the whole army.*' hTis whole army 

^ Now also driven from the court of Lewis : * Car,' says Comines, ' quand uti 
* grand bomme a tout perdu le sien, il ennuye le plus souvent ceux qui le soutiennent.' 

*' Even the accurate authors of I* Art de verifier les Dates have committed this error; 
Rene appears, according to the Swiss historians^ to have served as a volunteer. 
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CHAP, is reported to have cx)nsisted of thirty thousand foot, and four 
. thousand horse. It was now resolved in a council of war 

not to attack the Count of Romont, who was nearest at hand, 
but to march up immediately to the dufce, and give him.battle. 
William Herter commanded in chief. The army was divided 
into three columns : the first, consisting of the men of Thun, 
Entlibuch, and those which had been called In from Friburg, 
led the van, under the tried veteran John de Hallwyl ; John 
Waldman of Zuric headed the msLin body, which followed 
close upon the leading column ; and Caspar dc Hertenstein of 
•Lucern brought up the rear, which was ordered to watch every 
motion, and aflford aid wherever it might be wanted. In this 
order the columns advanced along the heights, and having 
come within sight of the enemy's camp, the duke, infatuated 
by his evil stars, once more drew out of his strong intrench* 
ments, and came to join battle in the c^en country. He formed 
Jiis infantry into a large solid square, flanked by his cavalry, 
:and covered in front by a thick hedge. Here the armies ob- 
served feach other some time in a heavy rain, neither of them 
Ending an advantageous opportunity for venturing an attack : 
,at length, the day being nearly spent, and the duke, conceiving 
that no action could then take place, ordered his troops to 
withdraw to their stations in the camp. The Confederates 
deemed this a favourable moment, and Hallwyl addressing 
his men, * Behold,' said he, * the proud Burgundians, who 
^ come to tear from us our wives and children, and to seize 

* all our property ; see how they shun our encounter : re- 

* member the days of Brie and Granson, and know that there 

* is no salvation but in victory : think on the day of Laupen, 
^ and you will be confident that a srtall number of brave men 
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^.may easily defeat a num^rou^ host .,^f. rapacious en^mi^. chap*, 
V Kpeel j4owQ, boldwarriors, and pray to God to favour your just 
^ cause : with his aid:^^ yoqr tried .Yak)^^ we ^all surely be 
VinviiiGible/ Duriugc their 4ex{Otion, the clouds opened and a 
g^fiam pf i^u];ishipq appeared. H^lwyl started from his knees : 
\Our prayer la. heard/ he cried, * the $un shines forth to 
< :^itness our h^rqiq deeds,' None have attempted to describe, for 
nope probably; co,uJI(d express, the.ardowand impetuosity with 
which 4^ seliepted ^nd rushe^ 4pan the enemy. The quick 
hedge vanished in^a? instant, as if torn up by a sudden blast of 
wind. The duke. had pointed eight culverines at them ; but 
their fire had^ no effect : the Confederates flew up to them, 
exclaiming, 'Here Brie, here Granson ;' ** seized them, and 
turned^ them upon the enemy. They then pushed forward, 
and attacked the dpke's body guards and the English aqxili-* 
aries- Here they received a check, but Waldman coming up 
with a part of the main body, all gave way : most of the 
guards and the English were slain, and among the latter, also 
their adventurous cominander. ^ 

Hertenstein, who led the rear, observing that his assistance 
would not be wanted in the maia action, made a circuitous. 
and)ias|t;y inarch along the heights tpwards Avenche^ and hav* 
Ing ire^hed about the midway between Morat and that tpwn, 
d^^sqended towards the borders of the lake. Bubenberg, who 
attentively watc)bied every movement^and instantly availed him^ 

^ Cfranson was the rallying- word 9f th^ Confederates. 

^ Lauffer calls him Duke of 'Somerset ; But as there' appears to have been no duk^ 
of that titie from Edmund Boattfort>imied at the battle of Tewksbury iii 147 1> to 
the creation of Edmund the Thirds son to Henry the Sprenth, this appelbtion mus( 
be erroneous* 

VOL. II. F 
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CHAP, self of every favourable incident, saUied forth at this critical 
. ' . moment with six hundred men, and proceeded along the lake. 
All the Bui^undians, who had not already fled, were now 
hemmed in on every side. Many thousands of those who' 
remained^ seeing destruction all around them, rushed into the 
lake, and only one of these is said to have escaped, hb horse 
having borne him to the opposite shore. The men of Morat 
came out in boats, and destroyed, like game, all those who 
kept themselves afloat. The Count of Romont, seeing the 
fatal event of the day, made a hasty retreat, but fell in 
with the horse from the Rhenish cities, who cut many of hi^ 
men to pieces, and seized his baggage. The Confederates, 
after having pursued the fugitives to near Avehcbe, returned' 
to the camp, where, though not in such profusion as at Bran- 
son, they yet found abundance of booty. Here they thanked 
God, and tarried three days, after which the grtater part of 
them returned to their homes. 

The ill-fated duke, who, after having been stripped of his- 
treasures at Oranson, had now also lost the flower of his army, 
fled towards the Pays de Vaud. On the day after the battle 
he took some refreshment at Morges,** and at night arrived 
at Oex, where he was hospitably entertained three days by 
the Dutchess Jolantha. Mistrusting however her sincerity, he 
hastily withdrew into Burgundy, where he shut himself up in 
the castle of Riviere near Salins, and remained some weeks 
absorbed in a deep melancholy, bordering upon despair. The 
Swiss historians have recorded that twenty-t)vo thousand and 
sixty-five bodies were buried round the walla of Morat, of 

^ Fourteen leagues firom the field of battle. 
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whom only two Inindred and fifty were Confederates.*^ In- chap. 
eluding therefore those who perished in the lake, the loss of ^^ 
the duke cduld not l^ much less than thirty thousand. The 
cfaarnel house near Morat has, to our days, remained an in- 
eontroyertible monument of the magnitude of the havock that 
was committed in this memorable action. The modest and 
el^ant inscription that was placed on this building, though 
it could not procure the admiration and forbearance of the 
boasted restorers of liberty, who here lately destroyed one 
of its proudest trophies, will yet be ever remembered by all 
who shall commemorate the glorious events of this day.** 

The conduct of the Princes of Savoy had throughout this 
war been so hostile towards the Confederates, that the latter 
resolved now to take vengeance by seizing on the whole of 
the Pays de Vaud. Twelve thousand of the conquerors at 
Morat engaged in this eitpedition. No town or castle on 
their way offered the least resistance; and when they arrived 
before Lauranne, they received deputies from all the other 
municipalities, even from Geneva and Savoy, oflfering terms 
of submission. Lewis the Eleventh however interceded in 
behalf of his sister, who, by skiing with Duke Charles, had by 
no means counteracted his d«ep designs ; and a congress was 
agreed upon, for an amicable termination of this contest 

^' The accounts of the number of dead difibr greatly. PhiL de Conunes md^es 
them amount to only eight thousand. . 

*• Deo Opt. Max. 
Carol! indyti et fortissimi Ducis Burgundic, 
Exerdtos Muratum obsidens 

Ab Helvetiis caesus* 
Hoc sui Monumentum reliquit. 

M CCCC LXXVII. 

Fa 
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CHAP. This congress met at Friburg on the nineteenth of JuIjTf and 
■ arbitrators were here appdnted, who decreed that the Pays 
de Vaud should remain in the hands of the Confederates, until 
Savoy should have paid them fifty thousand florins; that 
Morat, Cudrefini and Granson should, even, after this payment 
not be restored, but be for ever appropriated to Berne and 
Friburg ; that Geneva should forthwith discharge the twenty 
six thousand florins it had on a former occasion engaged to pay 
to the Confederates ; and lastly, that Savoy should indemnify 
Friburg for the damages it had occasioned to that city, by 
an immediate payment of twenty-five thousand six hundred 
florins. 

This congress was attended by most of the ne^hbouring 
princes, either personally or by their representatives. The 
Duke of Lorrain came in person, and availed himself of the 
opportunity to solicit and conjure the Confederates not to de- 
sist from their victorious war with Burgundy, until they had 
reinstated him in his dukedom, urging the necessity of reduc- 
ing the power of Charles in order to render him inofjfehstve. 
'The Confederates for various reasons, among which the 
severity of the season was not the least cogent, at fiist ded^ned 
taking any public. part in the expcKlitjon he recommended; 
but at length, prompted perhjips by the persuasions of the 
Admiral of France, who attended in behalf of his master, they 
consented that, if no further attack were made upon them, 
they would allow Duke Ren6 to raisejn theif country as many 
volunteers as might be willing to engage in his cause. Lewis 
at the same time, pretending that he wished to strengthen the 
ties of friendship that subsisted between him and the Confe- 
derates, and to behold and converse with the heroes who had 
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immc»rtalized their names at Granson and Morat, requested chap. 
that they might be sent to him on an embassy. Most of them» ^^J^^^ 
with the brave Bubenberg at their head, were accordingly 
deputed. The king received them at Tours 'with the greatest 
.marks of honour : he enquired of them all the particulars of 
the victories they had achieved, which he well knew they were 
not unwilling to relate : he caressed and extolled them ; and 
dismissed them with splendid donatives to themselves, and 
ample subsidies to their countrymen. 

Charies was now suddenly roused from his gloomy apathy 
by the news, that Duke Rend was in full mwch with a 
powerful army, in which he numbered eight thousand Con- 
federates, to repossess himself of his hereditary dominions, 
and that he was actually besieging Nancy. Although unaided 
by the states of Burgundy, he yet found means to levy a con^ 
siderable force, part of which he dr^w even from the further 
extremity of the kingdom of Naples, and once more appeared 
in the field. The garrison of Nancy however, being unap- 
prized of any approaching relief, and a body of three hundred 
English, who made a part of it, having lost their leader,*^ and 
all confidence in the mrviving commanders, surrendered on 
the seventh of October ; and the citizens with great joy and 
congratulation received their former and legitimate sovereign. 
Charles meanwhile advanced with hasty steps, but could not 
arrive sooner than the twenty^second, when he pitched his 
camp before the city, into which Rend had thrown a sufficient 
garrison, having himself repaired to the frontiers of Swis- 
serland, to reinforce his army with fresh levies from that 
country. 

^ His name is said to have been Cohin or Calopin. 
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CHAP. In the first days of the following year he returned with a 
^BsJm^B ^^y ^^ upwards of fifteen thousand men, and resolved to 
^Ml* attempt the ddiverance of Nancy. ' Charles was advised to 
desist voluntarily from the siege, and to wait for the return of 
spring, hut his own impetuous temper, and the insiduous coun- 
cils of the Condottiere de Campobasso,*^ who commanded the 
Neapolitans in his army, induced him to reject this salutary 
advice, and on the morning of the fifth of January (the last 
day of his eventful life) he marched his army, perishing with 
cold and hunger, to meet the approaching enemy. He took 
Battle of post about two miles from Nancy, in a hollow near a stream, 
Nawy* and placed thirty cannon to defend the only pass through 
which an attack might be apprehended. His infkntry stood 
in close array, covered at each wing by the cavalry, com- 
manded on the right by the perfidious Campobasso,'' and on 
the left by Josse de Lalain. Two Swiss adventurers, who on 
account of some misdemeanor had been banished their coun- 
try, and were now serving in the army of Charles, went over, 
and ofiered, on condition of being restored to their native 
privileges, not only to impart to their countrymen the order 
of battle of the duke, but also to conduct them, along secret 

'^ Du Fresnoy, the Commentator of Phil, de Comines* informs us that the real 
name of this false traitor was Nicholas Count de Montfbrt> of a nohle family b the 
kingdom of Naples, from whence he had been banbhed fer haWng espoused the party 
of the Princes of Anjou. Duke Charles had early retained him in his service^ as 
through his means he obtained recruits from Italy ; but the count appears to have 
always had a secret understanding with Lewis. The name of Campobasso he derived 
fimn an estate in Naples, once his property. 

3' Phil. 4e Comines intimates that Camppbano went over before the action, but 
that the Confederates would not receive him, alleging that they cared not to have 
traitors among them. It has ahready been suggested that Philip's authority is not 
always to be relied on. 
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paths, to the most vulnerable part of his array. This offer, chap- 

which at Morgarten would probably have been rejected, was ^"* 

now rc^ily accepted : a large body of Duke Rent's army 

was led round the fortified pass, through the half frozen 

stream ; and, dividing into two columns, the one commanded 

by the duke, and the other by the brave William Herter, 

fell unawares upon the flank and rear of the Burgundians. 

No sooner did these hear the sound of the Swiss bugle horn, 

and perceive the intention to surround them, but they crowded 

still ck>s^, and turned thehr cannon towards the approaching 

enemy^ They soon found however, that it was impossible 

for them to use their artillery without evident danger to 

themselva* The Confederates began the attack with their 

usual impetuosity, and made a deep im|>ression on the dis** 

onl^pec) ranks. Charles sent to Lalain to hasten to their relief; 

bat his men seeing the carnage that already overspread the 

field,: betook themselves to flight, and dispersed among the 

mountains. The duke upon this resolved to engage in person. 

He rushed among the combatants with the fury of a lion, 

and slew many with his own hand ; but most of his people, 

especially the cavalry, having now forsaken him, and seeing 

himself entirely abandoned, he determined to consult his own 

safety^ and rode full speed towards the road that leads to 

Metz. Being hard pressed by his pursuers, be attempted to 

leap over a ditch ; but his weary horse being unable to clear 

it, they both fell into the trench, and here Charles m^ his 

fate from hands unconscious of the importance of the life they 

were abridging. After having been some time missing, his 

body was found among other dead in the ditch, and conveyed 

to Vaxmcy. His head is said to have been cloven asunder, and 
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CHAP, he had two other wounds^ each of which was mortal. He was* 
interred with solemn pomp at Nancy ; but seventy three years 
after, his remains were transferred to Bruges^ to be deposited 
in the same tomb with those of his dau^ter Mary. M6st of 
the Burgundian nobility^ who had not fallen at Granson or 
Morat, were here either killed or taken ; and a tlnrd Burgun^ 
dian camp became the prey of the victorious enemy. 

No sooner was the death of Charles publicly Imown, but all 
the neighbouring princes laid claim to different parts of his 
dominions ; and his daughter Mary^ then at Ghent, saw her- 
self exposed both to the intrigues of these ungenerous claim- 
ants, and the factious spirit cf the people among whom she 
lived ; the latter even proceeding so far as to cause her faithfiil 
servants, the ChanceUor Hugonet and the Lord de Imbercourt, 
to be publicfy beheaded, because they favoured the project 
of a marriage between her and the dauphin. Urged by her 
sq)prehensions, she at length accepted the hand of Maximilian^ 
son to the Emperor Frederick, and by this union conveyed to. 
the house of Austria the richest and most important inherit- 
ance that had ever yet fallen to its share. 

The states of the county of Burgundy, contiguous to the 
Helvetic republic, thought it safest, in the present emergency, 
to throw themselves into the arms of the Confederates, and 
for this purpose sent to a diet at Lucem, to offer a surrender 
almost on any terms : but the Confederates possessed still 
prudence and moderation enough to decline the alluring pro- 
posal, deeming the acquisition no less unprofitable than dan- 
gerous. They tendered however peace and their protection 
to that province, on condition of its payii^ them the sum of 
x)ne hundred and fifty thousand florins. This sum the people. 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. 41 

after the heavy losses they had sustained during the war, were chap. 
utterly unahle to raise : they therefore borrowed it from the ' 

French monarch, and in return voluntarily submitted to his 
government. Lewis had already taken possession of the 
dutchy of Burgundy, as a male fief of his crown ; and thus, 
by his artifices and treachery, was a most important addition 
made to his dominions, the extent of which, before these ac^ 
cessions, had already rendered him sufficiently formidable to 
all his neighbours. 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Suabian War. 

CHAP. One hundred and seventy years had now elapsed since the 
,, Helvetic confederacy had sprung up in the field Rutli^ dur- 
ing which period the nation presented a memorable example 
of firmness, intrepidity, justice^ and moderation, and main- 
tained an independence which at that time was peculiar to 
their country. Though involved in many wars, yet their con- 
tests being, by the most vigorous exertions, soon brought to 
a happy conclusion, the people experienced no permanent or 
considerable interruption to their domestic tranquillity ; and 
confiding in their valour, and the equity of the cause they as- 
serted, they felt a conscious security, which under an arbi- 
trary government can never be experienced ; despotic power, 
though dormant, exerting every instant a baneful influence, 
and exciting terrors which incessantly alarm even the guiltless, 
and poison every enjoyment. 

The Burgundian war, much as it contributed to the fame of 
the Confederates, may yet be deemed the first approach towards, 
or rather the fatal source of the corruption which gradually 
relaxed the fundamental principles, and ultimately subverted 
the system to which this nation had been long indebted 
for much glory, popularity, and happiness. The Helvetic body 
became now an important link in the chain of European 
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' In France particularly, every instance of rustic simplicity or uncouthness was 
r^olarly a9CTU>ed taa Swiss; and tlie dulness of this people had even become uni- 
versally proverbial* 
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powers : its alliance was courted with much solicitude and chap. 
intrigue by the greatest potentates, in whose wars it was often 
unwarily induced to take an active part : its leaders accepted 
foreign subsidies in ^eir collective capacities, and considerable 
pensions and gratuities as individuals. Their youth, enriched 
by spoil, and estranged from habits of industry, became im- 
patient of domestic tranquillity ; and, in open defiance of the 
most rigid prohibitions of their superiors, went forth into 
fcnreign service, mostly in countries eminently polished and 
corrupted, where they who preserved any remains of their 
simpk manners became objects of ndtcule,' but most of them 
gradimHy adopted the follies and vices which they saw not only 
tolerated, but even countenanced. With such depraved morals 
many returned occasionally to their native homes, and dis-» 
played examples of wantonness and folly which,^ though long 
resisted by a sober-minded people, could not however fail to 
make some impression, and have i«i fiict gradually sapped 
tbe principles! essential to the welfare of this country.^ Ambi^ 
ticm and avarice invaded the breasts of many entrusted with 
the administration of public affairs; and partial ecniilatiQi) 
and dfssen^ons have seldom, since this period, sufleiied then 
to co-<^e^te with zeal and integrity in the measdres best 
calculated fw the support of the confederacy* 

The x:andid observer, to whom the contemplation of their 
former virtues has no doubt endeared this people, may per- 
haps oifer something to soften tbe harsh outlines of this gloomy 
picture. He may assert, and with some reason, that the 
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CHAP, bulk of the people was not materially tainted by this influx of 
depr^ity; that those especially who inhabited the. more re- 
mote and mountainous regions, where small societies lived 
tmconnected, and afforded few opportunities for luxury, were 
seldom visited by the wandering mercenaries, and therefore 
less exposed to the contagion of their perverted manners. He 
may likewise maintain, and it will probably be granted, 
that this people, as a nation, has ever, very few instances ex- 
cepted, maintained its honour, its reputation for fidelity to 
its engagements, and, to an eminent degree, its fame for in- 
trepidity and martial spirit ; that in fact, though surrounded 
by depravity, and incessantly urged by deceit, perfidy, and 
corrupt inducements, no nation has still preserved so great a 
share of primitive virtue and inflexible integrity.* But the 
iiistorian who is. chiefly concerned with the actions and cha- 
racters of the leaders of a people, will be obliged from this 
time forward to acknowledge that these were often influenced 
by motives independent of the public good, and that had tl^y 
not been kept within bounds by the remains of int^rity still 
prevailing among the people, they would often have committed 
acts of injustice worthy of the most consummate politician. 
He will be obliged to confess that the history of the confede^ 
racy henceforth acquires a different character; and that he 
must now unravel motives which before were scarcely known, 

^ Such is the sketch of the country lately delineated by Prof. Memers of GottiDgecu 
in his entertaining Letters on Swisserland, published in the year 1788. This intelli- 
gent, accurate, and ]ay>artial observer declares, that one of his principal motives for 
publishing his remarks was to vindicate the Swiss nation from the aspersions that had 
been unjustly thrown out against them. The facts he has alleged have not been 
controverted by any writer in whom the public places any degree of confidence. 
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even among the higher ranks of the people; and which, by chap. 

TV 

slow degrees, have ultimately brought on the dissolution of a ^^gg^^^g^ 
polity founded on the purest maxims of wisdom and equity. 
The political maxim (if a true one) that the downfall of a 
nation is seldom to be ascribed to the impression of external 
force^ but that its ruin may» in most instances, be traced up 
to the influence of internal vices, is no where more strongly 
exemplified than in the history of this country : and though 
the French rulers may indeed boast of their perfidious prac- 
tices, they must not however, pretend to a superiority of va- 
lour in subduing this unoffending people. Should the male* 
volent spirit of Lewis the Eleventh be permitted to look on 
earth, and view the calamities brought on this now hel|dess 
nation, chiefly in consequence of its fatal intercourse vnth 
France, he would no doubt enjoy another infernal triumph, 
and exclaim with malicious exultation, '' I have brought on 
this evil/' 

The first symptoms of licentiousness and insubordination Previous oc* 
appeared not many weeks after the victory of Nancy, when ^" ^^^'' 
upwards of seven hundred young adventurers assembled at 
Zug, assumed the name of the Mad Society^ and took upon The Mad 
them, in the first instance, to compel the immediate discharge ^lyyl^' 
of the sum which Geneva was bound by treaty to pay to the 
cantons, and which they alleged had been delayed through 
the corrupt connivance of the chief men of Berne and Fri- 
burg. Regardless of the admonitions and censures of their 
magistrates, they advanced to Berne, obtained a free passage 
through that city, and proceeded to Friburg, where they were 
met by two thousand of their erratick companions. Geneva 
took the alarm, instantly sent to oflfer terms to this lawless 
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CHAP, multitude, and at length prevailed on th6m to desist from 
j^JXl-^ their audacious enterprite, by giving hostage^ for the punc- 
tual payment of the stipulated contribution, and distributing 
two florins to each of the rovers for the expences incurred by 
them in this expedition. Many of them so(m after, in spite of 
the strict prohibitions of the magistrates, enlisted in foreign 
services ; and of these several fell victims to intemperance in 
the most remote parts of Italy: but the greater number, 
having dissipated the ample share of booty they had obtained 
in the war, betook themselves to depredations in their own 
country ; insomuch that, the government Imving taken vi- 
gorous measures to restrain the evil, no less than fifteen hun- 
dr«l robbers were, within the space of three months, publicly 
executed in different parts of the country. Prompted by this 
and other equally alarming instances of the inefiicacy of thie 
'^existing ordinances towards restraining the unruly spirit of 
the victorious and lawless bands, now spread throughout the 
country, the cantons of Berne, Zuric, and Lucern, readily 

M78- accepted the offer made them by tlie cities of Friburg and 
Soleure, to enter into a closer compact for their mutual defence 
against all disturbers of the public peace* Schwitz, Uri, and 
Lfnda^walden, imtaiitly took umbrage at thiis unexpected mea- 
sure^ and immediately felt the preponderancy this partial union 
wpuld necessarily give to the municipal over the rural can- 
tons, in all future deliberations on public concerns. Accord- 

t48i' ingly when, three years after this compact, the two last men- 
tioned cities requested to be added to the Confederacy, alleg- 
ing that they had as amply contributed towards the late 
glorious victories as any other part of the nation, the rural 
cantons solemnly protested against the admission, and great 
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dksMfflons must have ensued, had hot a venerable individual chap. 
interposed, and tempered the discordant passions of the irri-* maesssssz 
tated litigants. 

A diet was hcild at Stan2 ; but all parties being equally 
t^iacions, the deputies were about to separate, without any 
prospect of accommodation, when a priest of the place hastened 
in the night, to a neighboiiring solitude, and summoned Nicho- 
las de la Flue, a harmit whose sanctity was acknowledged and 
revered by the whole country, to repair to the diet and con- 
ciliate thte jarrli^ dispositions of the stubborn delegates. He 
came, and the diet on his account vouchsafed another meet^ 
ing. At his appearance they were all struck with awe, and 
rose from their seats. He uncovered his hoary head, and said : 

* My friends, I come from a deep solitude : I am a stranger 

* to the ways of men ; but I serve the Lord. You, cities, must 

* relinquish your separate league ; it is big with mischief. 

* You; rural cantons, forget not the services that have been 

* rendered you ; and reward Friburg and Soleure by freely ad- 

* mitting them into the Confederacy. I learn with sorrow 

* thaliyL instead of thanking God for the victories he has be- 
« stowed upon you, you are still contending for the division of 

* the spoils. Let all territorial acquisitions be proportionably 
< destnbuted among the cantons, and all moveables among the 

* individuals, according to the number supplied by each can* 
' ton. Lastly, let me exhort you to join all your separate 

* leagues into one great and intimate union, of which truth 
^ and friendship shall be the basis and firm support. I have 

* nothing to add. God be with you !' His voice was deemed 

the voice of Heaven. Friburg and Soleure were a few days Friburg and 
after admitted the ninth and tenth cantons in the confederacy, nU«^*^i!/o 
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CHAP, on condition however^ that they should on no account engage 
^^' , in any war, or form any alliances without the consent of the 

dcrac^"*^" ^^8^^ ancient cantons ; that in case of dissensions they should 
submit to the award of those cantons ; and that if any contest 
should arise among the said ancient cantons^ those cities should 
observe a strict neutrality. 

Covenant of Before the deputies separated, they drew up and sanctioned 
a covenant, which became a new fundam^ital law of the 
confederacy. It ratified all that had been enjoined by the 
priests ordinance,* and the decree of Sempach/ All illicit 
assemblages were here prohibited. Each canton was con- 
firmed in its own peculiar constitution : ^ all delinquents/ it 
was here further decreed, ' shall be punished by the magistrates 

< of the place where the trespass has been committed : all ac- 
« quisitions, contributions, or spoils, taken in war, shall be 
^ distributed, the territories proportionably among the eight 
^ ancient cantons, and the moveables in equal portions taeach 
' man who shall have served in the war/ 

Treaty with Internal tranquillity being thus restored, the Confederates 
once more directed their attention to foreign concerns. In the 
month of September they obtained from Lewis the Eleventh 
a grant of privileges for their countrymen serving in his army, 
which, as it has proved the basis of several subsequent capitu- 
lations, must be here briefly noticed. It stipulates : ^ that every 

• Confederate, then engaged, or who may thereafter enter in 
' the service of France, and who shall marry and settle in the 

* kingdom, shall be authorized to purchase and hold all manner 
« of real as well as personal property, and to bequeath the same 

< to his wife and children, without any hindrance or defalca- 

^ Ao. ^370. See Vol. I. p. z6$. ♦ Ao. 1393. Sec Vol. I. p. 320. 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. ^g 

« tion ; that they shall be free' from all .alien duties, or restric- chap. 
* tions, as also from; all taillage, aids, imposts, or contributions^ ,., 
*eiftherthen or thereafter: to be levied, for the maintenance of 
*: troops, or any other purpose whatever ; and! lastly, that they 
*• be Exempted from Ivatch and ward in all parts of the king- 
*dom/ Lewis was lavish in promises and engagements, but 
not equally punctual in the performance of them. • The. sub^-^ 
sidies he had assigned to the' cantons were; jil ways considerr. 
aWy in arrear ; and in the course pf the. ensuing year, a formal 
deputation was sent by five of the cantons, to solicit the sums 1481. 
due on this account : they however, returned without having, 
completed the object of their mission ; nor was it till two year% 
after that Charles the Eighth, the son and successor of Lewjgq 
on renewing the league with some additional clauses in favour^ 14^4 
of the Confederates, ordered these claims to be satisfied. 

A tras^ical incident, which happened soon after at Zuric, Waldman's 

' catastrophe. 

while it afforded a memorable instance of the instability of 
human affairs, might also have served as an early caution r, 

against the pernicious tendency of the foreign connections 
which began now to prevail, and the fatal consequences- of 
a people* interfering in the administration of justice. Johi^ 
Waldman, whom we have seen at the head of the main /boc^ 
Qf the confederate army at Morat,' was a native of a^ small 
village near Zug, and caitie in his* early yoiith to Zuric, 
where, being wholly, destitute, he engaged to learn the trade 
of a tanner. The vIgoHr of his mind, as well^^ the comeliness 
of his person however, soon raised him from this Issrfygflon- 
dition, and enabled him to, distinguish himself in th^.miljtary 
career, in the services both of his countq? gnd of foreign 

• . " . V rSeepage32. • / ./♦ ' if 

VOL, lU H 
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CHAP, princes. He was knighted at the battle of Morat, and since 
... that had risen gradually at Zuric even to the high station of 



burgomaster. His influence throughout the confederacy became 
so great, that all foreign kings, princes, and states, who had 
any object to pursue with the cantons, had recourse to him ; 
and according to the practice now prevalent, secured his inte- 
rest, and that of his subordinate agents, by ample pensions 
and gratuities. This unexpected rise, and the support he ex- 
perienced from abroad, soon produced the effects which so 
uncommon an aggrandizement seldom fails to operate ; great 
arrogance and pertinacity, and an haughty deportment in the 
aspiring magistrate; and much envy and malevolence on the 
part of the ancient families, who bore with impatience the' 
supremacy of one whom they had formerly seen in one of the 
lowest stations. 

Pretences were not long wanting for giving a full scope to the 
adverse passions which the fortunate burgomaster had excited. 
1489. The senate of Zuric, alarmed at the progress luxury had evi- 
dently made, since the influx of riches brought from the Bur-- 
gundiaH war, had issued various sumptuary decrees, which the 
more distinguished citizens, and especially tbeir wives and 
daughters, the clei^, whose morals had yielded to the con- 
tagion of the times, and the profligate of all classes, thought 
oppressive and derogatory. To thesb were soon after added 
6ther regulations concerning the monopoly of salt, the right 
of hewing timber, and even a prohibition to keep dogs irt the 
farmfs; because they had in some instances injured the vine- 
yards ^hd molested the game: all which alarmed the lower 
classes, and the latter particularly the peasantry, and excited 
them against the burgomaster^ to whom all these inno- 
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vations were gratttitously ^scribed. The peasants were the chap. 
firat who opealy resisted the 'execution of the decreies ; and ^5-5^-^ 
when» through the interposition of some of the most discreet 
-among the m^igistratea, they weie nearly pacified^ Waldman 
iitoaatbusly revived their indignation, by declaring to them 
'that> being all vassals, or rather predial slaves, purchased by 
the city, they had ho right to: arraign the orders of the magis- 
tratesy or any ways to impede .their execution. Secure in the 
prevalency and firmiKss oLhi^ power, he repaired with some 
friends to Baden, to partake of the amusements of that gay 
4aty; and there, in his unguarded moments, held a lan- 
^age respecting the afiairs of his canton^ which even those 
best inclined in his favour knew not how to justify. His nu- 
merous eneituesat Zuric did not fail to avail themselves of his 
absence, and of these indiscretions, to excite an odium against 
him, which all ranks were now well disposed to admit ; and 
their success was such, that when Waldman, being apprized 
of the clamours raised against him, returned privately into the 
city, he found a defection which he was ill prepared to en- 
counter. A general insurrection soon broke out among both 
the citizens and peaKints, which neither the buigomaster, nor 
several deputies from the confederate states who had been 
49ent on the occasion, knew how to allay. 

On the first of April the tribes assembled, and Waldman re- 
paired to each of them separately, and attempted to persuade 
them of his innocence, and of the necessity of restrainibg the 
unruly spirit of the peasantry. His enemies, perceiving that he 
was gaining ground, suddenly called together the senate, which 
his office obliged him to attend. Here the deliberations were 
soon interrupted by a riotous multitude, who demanded the per- 

H2 
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CHAF. sbns of the burgomaster and of some of his adherents. These 
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being delivered to them, the multitude proceeded to depose 
the senate, and to appoint a new magistracy, whicli, from its 
callous severity, was called the Horny Senate. Before this 
tribunal Waldman was charged with various plots against the 
state, and in particular with a design to surrender the city to 
the emperor ; and though no proof could be adduced of these 
accusations, yet so much were pec^le's minds prepossessed 
against him, that orders were given to extort a confession by 
the torments of the rack. These he firmly bore during three 
days, without acknowledging any guilt ; but whilst his judges 
were deliberating concerning the sentence, a messenger came 
hastily, and reported that the emperor had crossed the Rhine, 
and was in full march towards the city. Waldman's doom 
was now pronounced : he was led out of the town, and pub- 
licly beheaded. He purposed to declare his innocence on the 
scaffold, but was prevented by the persuasion of his confessor, 
who it was since suspected had been gained over by his ene« 
mies. No sooner had his head been struck off, but the magis- 
trate who attended the execution declared to the assembled 
multitude, that they need be under no apprehension conr 
cerning the imperial forces, there being no truth in the re- 
port of an invasion. Many saw now through the malicious 
artifices which had impelled this distinguished character to his 
final destruction ; and several of his enemies soon after ex- 
piated their treachery by capital punishments. 
Intrigues of The differences that had arisen between Charles the Eighth, 

France 

and Maximilian, King of the Romans, on account of Ann, 

Hpi- heiress of Britariny, who had been promised in marriage to 

the latter, but was partly by artifice, and partly by compul- 
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aioti, obtained by the former, gave rise to numerous and very CHA?. 
urgent solicitations on the part of both the sovereigns, for an ga^JllBBpr 
intimate union with the Confederates. On this occasion was 
first perceived an uniform and obstinate variance between the 
municipal and rural cantons; the former, who perhaps had 
not been sufUciently or punctually subsidised by the French 
monarch, shewing a marked predilection in favour of Maici- 
milian, while the latter, ever jealous and apprehensive of the 
encroachments of Austria, to which their local situation par- 
ticularly exposed them, were at all times willhig to favour the 
interests of France. Both parties however, with a degree of 
moderation and prudence that could hardly have been e»- 
.pected in their present contentious disposition, refused to grant 
auxiliaries or levies to either monarch, but offered their media- 
tion towards an amicable accommodation. This was accepted, 
and a treaty was concluded at Senlis, on the twenty-third of 149^. 
May, by which Charles surrendered to Austria the whole 
of the county of Burgundy, together with the Ariois and 
Charolois. 

The circumstance which had induced Charles to be so com- 
pliant in the conclusion of this treaty, was the expedition he 
was then meditating for the conquest of Naples. This king- 
dom he claimed by virtue of a will which Charles, the last 
titular king of that country of the house of Anjou, had made in 
favour of his father Lewis the Eleventh, to the detriment of 
Ren6 Duke of Lorrain, the lawful heir in right of his mother 
Jolaiitha, the daughter of Ren6, uncle to the testator. Naples 
was then in the possession of Ferdinand of Arragon, who was 
favoured by that profligate pontiff Alexander the Sixth, and the 
city of Florence. Lewis, surnamed the Moor, of the house of 
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CHAP. firfonM) who at this time adtninistered the dutichy of Mtlan in 
,.^^^^1^/^ the tiiame of John Graleazzo his nephew^ promoted the jq terest of 
.4he French kiftg, from whom he hoped to derive ateurky in the 
jftK^ecthe had formed of burping the dominions of hi& helpless 
:iK|)hew: Lewis was in circumstances of peculiar .perplexity 
;and tAwri. On the doe hand, Lewis Duke of Orteans^ had la 
4Ba]!iife&t ckhn to the dutchy of Milan, in right of his grand- 
ifAolher Valeibtina, the legitimate representative of. the bouse of 
Visconti^from whom the S&yrzB-s. had wr^tedtftiat dukedom ; 
jatadon thetDther^his nephew had espoused Isabella, the daughter 
?of Alphonsus of Arragon King of Naples, who, being a princess 
of an high and enterprising spirit, was incessantly urging 
her relations to be the means of investing her consort in the 
government which his age now entitled him to assume. In 
Ithis/dilemma the artful Lewis, considering the French as the 
ileast dangerous party, gave every encouragement to Charles 
to undertake the Italian expedition, and allowed him to make 
Genoa, then dependent on Milan, the place of rendezvous for 
the forces he purposed to collect. To this place numbers of 
1494. the Confederates flocked from all parts, and bid defiance to 
the repeated orders sent them by their magistrates to t^tum 
to their homes. A diet even sent a formal deputation to de- 
mand the dismissal of these contumacious vagrants ; but all 
tiiat Caspar de Stein and his joint delegates could obtain, was 
a declaration of the French generals, D'Urf(6 the king's master 
of the horse, and Antonine de Besse the bailiff of Dijon, that 
they had done their utmost towards obtaining the discharge 
of their countrymen; but that the troops being widely 
scattered along the coast, it was impossible to collect the Con- 

^ Afterwards Lewis the Twelfth. 
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federates dispersed among them ; an^l that mooeover the great 
confidence the king reposed in them would render it highly 
impropw» ifnot dangerous^ for him to rdtnquish so essential a 
part of the forces he had destined for his intended expedid<»L 
Charles wrote soon after to the cantons to extenuate the 
ofience^ and ccmciliate their indulgence in favour of thetranfr^ 
gressors. The magistrates, having no remedy left^ agreed at 
length, that six thousand of their countrymen should' be 
allowed to remain m the French army. This transaction 
however, made so unfavourable an impression upon most of 
the confederate states, that Berne in particular could nevev 
after, during the life of Charles, be brought to a cordial agree* 
ment with France. 

Lewis the Moor succeeded next year in his design upon 
the dutchy of Milan % his nephew having died, as is generally 
believed, from the effect of poison, leaving an infant son, whose 
cause nobody espoused. He soon after, being freed from his 
apprehensions respecting the Princes of Arragon, deserted the 
cause of Charles, and joined the^ great alliance between the 
Emperor,' the Pope, Spain, Venice, and Florence, which soon 
compelled the French king to evacuate the kingdom of 
Naples, after having conquered it in a few months. The con- 
duct of the Swiss auxiliaries at the battle of Fornovo5 near 
Parma, where Charles had been assailed and nearly cut off by 
the allies,^ and the formidable number and appearance of the 
fresh levies that were soon after obtained from the cantons^ 
are celebrated by an eye witness in terms that reflect the 

' * A Fornoue Ic roy avoit mis tout son effort en son avaat garde, oft pouToit 
' aroir trois cent cinquante homines d'annes> tt trds miUes SutsseSj qui estoient l'espe« 
« nince de Vost.' PhiL de Comints, 1. vlii. c. i j. 
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fcHAP. highest honour on the prowess and discipline of these un* 
.,^j^^j^^ daunted warriors/ 

1495- Maximilian having. now succeeded to the empire, and 

likewise to the dominions of his cousin Sigismund who 
died without issue, convoked a diet at Worms, which was 
attended by William de Diesbach, as deputy from Berne. The 
Confederates were here, and likewise at some provincial diets 
of their own, called upon, as members of the empire, to supply 
a body of troops to escort Maximilian on his intended progress 
to Rome, and likewise to join in a grand league that had been 
formed for the defence of the Germanic body.' These pro- 
posals and demands caused many discussions and some ani- 
mosities. At length however, it was agreed that, whatever 
contest might break out among its neighbours, the Helvetic 
body should {deserve a strict neutrality ; and Berne in par- 
ticular decreed severe penalties against foreign recruiting 
emissaries. Not only perfect unanimity was now restored;, 
but a cordial union soon after took place against a common 
€nemy, the last with whom the Confederates have had to. 
contend fpr their absolute independence* 

* ' Le nombre des Suisses etoit bien ^ngt-deux milles. Tant de beaux homines 

* y aroit, que je ne vis jamais si belle compagnie> et me scmbloit impossible de Us 

* avoir sceu descomfire.* Ibid. cap. 17. 

• This league had been set on foot at Augsburg, in the year 1488, and as it con- 
sisted chiefly of the princes, prelates, and cities of the upper part of Germany, was 
often called the Suabian League ; and also, because each member bore on his shield the 
cross, or badge, of St. George, it was as often distinguished by the appellation of the 
fraternity of SL George's Sbuid. The ostensible motive of this association was the 
defence of the country against lawless violence and depredations ; but the emperor saw 
moreover in it the additional advantage of a counterpoise to the independent spirit-of 
the Helvetic confederacy. The Swiss viewed it in the same light, and ever considered . 
it with a jealous eycj and observed it$ motions with great caution and mistrust. 
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The emperor b«d, at the diet at Worms, estabKehed a court chap. 
u^hich^ under th« name of the Imperial Chamber^ was to take ,^ ,■■,*■.,,., 



€pgni£9nce of all civil causes relating to the empire. The ^"^"?^ 
sao^ (jliet also, ordained certain contributjbns for the main- War* 
teq^wpe of this courts and likewise anextraordinary levy of 
c^per cent, upon the income: of all the subjects of the empire^ 
towards the expences of a wftr against the Turks. Maximi* 
lian caused these ordinances to be notified to the Confederates 
assembled at a diet at Zuric^ enjoining their obedience as mem- 
bers of the empire : and on this occasi(» he also renewed his 
application for a supply of men, and for their accession to the 1496. 
great Germanic league; adding a request that they would 
join the Duke of Milan as an imperial feudatory, in his con« 
tests against France,''^ and agree to a solemn renewal of the 
hereditary union, to which he laid claim as representative of 
the late Duke Sigismund. These proposals, which the Ccm- 
federates would not consider as injunctions, brought on some 
warm debates at several of their diets ; nor could perfect 
unanhpity b.e ultimately obtained, some of the cantons '' de- 
claring that their subsisting alliance with France precluded 
them from entering into any engagement that might be de- 
trimental to that crown, while others '^ agreed to an alliance 
with the Duke of Milan, but declined all the other points 
demanded of them. 
The emperor and his advisers, highly incensed at these re* 

'* The crafty Lewis Moro had obtained the investiture of Milan as aq imperial fief, 
by which means he flattered himself to have annulled the titles both of his great 
nephew^ and of the Duke of Orleans. 

" Zuric, Lucem> Friburg, Soleure^ Zug> Claris, and a part of Underwalden. 

'* Berne, Uri« Schwitz, and the other part of Underwalden. 

VOL. II. I 
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CHAP* ftisals, resolved now to avail themselves of every opportunity 
. which might aii<»'d them the means of disturbing the peace 



of this refractory people. The pope was easily prevailed upon 
to excommunicate all those of the Confederates who inclined 
in favour of France : the imperial chamber was directed 
to extend the utmost rigor of its jurisdiction over all legal' 
proceedings in the cantons : the Abbot of St. Gallen was cited * 
before an imperial diet : the city of St. Gallen, the Counts of 
Werdenberg, Sargans," arid other nobles, co-burghers of 
differents <:antons, were declared under the ban of the empire : 
oontributions were raised by coercive means ; and it appeared 
as if the monarch, or rather his ministers and delegates (for 
Maximilian himself seems in general to have preferred mode- 
rate and temporizing measures) had so totally forgotten the 
transactions of the beginning of the preceding century, as to 
deem such measures not only secure, but even justifiable. 
The Confederates applied for redress, but were successively 
referred to different diets, where they obtained some trivial 
palliatives, but by no means a satisfactory decision. Lewis the 
J498. Twelfth having meanwhile succeeded to tlie crown of France, 
and assumed the title of Duke of Milan, the emperor, regard- 
less of the impression it might make upon the minds of the 
people, demanded of the Confederates six thousand men to 
conduct him to his county of Burgundy ; and strictly enjoined 
them not to listen to any request on the part of the French 
monarch, for aid towards the conquest he meditated in Lom- 
bardy. To the former demand, be received a peremptory refu- 

■' This nobleman not being able to protect his county of Sargans against the in- 
sults of the Austrians> had> in the year 1482, sold it to the seven ancient cantons. 
Berne was^ in 171Z, admitted into its co-regencyl 
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sal, unless the grievances complained of should be completely chap. 
remedied : and a» to the latter mandate, though most of the 
cantons, and Berne in particular, gave the most positive ordeis 
against their people engaging in the service of France, they 
could not effectually prevent great numbers, who were eagerly 
bent on feats of arms, from resorting to the standards under 
which they had long served with profit and reputation. 
Berne on all occasions shewed an anxious solicitude to main- 
tain peace ; and to this, that no umbrage might be given, it 
sacrificed not only a fair opportunity that offered of. purchas- 
ing, at a cheap rate, the city of Neuchattel ; but also every 
clause in its treaty with Milan, that might have caused sus^ 
picion to its confederate states. 
' A trivial incident hastened the rupture, which men of com- 
mon sagacity saw rapidly advancing. Among repeated in- 
sults, reciprocally offered by individuals on or near the 
frontiers, especially on the side of the Tyrol, the Count of 
Werdenberg made a rash attempt to seize the person and 
family of one of the counsellors of the regency of Inspruck^ 
who was at that time at Pfeflfers for the benefit of the mineral 
waters of that place. His purpose was defeated by the abbot 
of that monastery, who thereby incurred the resentment of 
the count, and was by him compelled to quit his abbey. The 
progress of this feud soon involved the superior orders: and 
the Grisoii leagues in particular, two of which'* had the pre- 
ceding year entered into an alliance with the seven ancient 
cantons for mutual defence and security, found themselves 

■♦ The Grey League, and the league o£ the House of God. The terms of this 
dliance are to be found in Lauffer, t. vi. p. 252. They do not differ materially from, 
the other treaties between the- several members of the Helvetic body*. 

I a 
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CHAP, suddenly attacked, at a tiide wfa^n the regency of Inspruck 
BssssssB had agreed to a congreys to i>e h^ld 9t Feldkirk, in order to 
aocommodate, as they {^retended^ all differences between thp 
1499- two countries. The Tyivlese made a sudden inroad into 
a valley of the Grisoti country, bordering on the county of 
Bormio, which derives its name from the abbey of Munster, 
to the advocacy of which they allied that their sovereign had 
a daim. They were however immediately repulsed with the 
Io3s of eighteen men, th& first who fell in this disastrous war, 
which in the space of nine months produced eight consider- 
able actions, niany skirmishes, and much bloodshed and 
tlevaktation. The Tyroleie immedia^ly called upon thp 
Suabian league, then assembled at Constance, for its.suppori; 
while, the Grisons, and particularly the people of the abbey of 
Disentis, sent to their Swiss allies for the aid stipulated by 
their league. . Both parties armed, and the whole of the 
frontiers from Bormio to Basle were reciprocally put in the 
best posture of defence. . 

While negotiations were still carrying on for the intended 
Encounters congress at Feldkirk, a large body of the Suabian allies, took 
by surprise and treachery, the town of Mayenfeld, below Coire, 
on the Rhine, placed in it a garrison of four hundred men, 
and occupied the Luciensteig, a strong and important pass 
between Germany and the Grisons. The Confederates in- 
stantly assembled a sufficient force, attacked the Suabians in 
the pass, killed upwards of four hundred of them, and having 
on the following day gained another considerable advantage 
Triescn, at Triesen, drove the remainder of the enemy's forces over the 
river 111. Two days after they retook Mayenfeld, led the 
garrison prisoners to Coire, and publicly executed some of the 



at Lucien 
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traitors who had surrendered the town to the Suabians. chap. 

IV. 

The German allies upon. Ihis^ being bent on rerenge, collected sbsbb^ 
a considerable army at Hard, near Bregehz, on the lake of K*^^» 
Constance. The Confederates, being apprized of this nume- 
rous assemblage, advanced with hasty marches, and having 
driven in the advanced posts, came in sight of the camp which 
the Suabians had fortified with strong intrench men ts, and se- 
cured with, abundance of artillery. The Swiss having, as 
customary, offered up their prayer to heaven on their knees, 
which, in like manner as at Gran$on, was mistaken by the 
^nemy is a supplication for mercy, they rushed up to the bat- 
teries, dnd having passed them, soon came into close combat 
with, and niade such dn impression upon the main body, that 
the Suabian leaders^ perceiving the impossibility of making an 
effectual stand against so furious an attack> ordered a retreat « 
This retreat however was soon convierted into a general rout, 
in which many were driven into the lake, and suffocated in 
marshy swamps, where, as well as on the field of battle, up«* 
wsrds of five thousand of the enemy are reported to have 
perished. The loss of the Confederates was inconsideraUe. 
They took five large pieces of cannon, many arms and accou- 
trements, several flags ; and had the day not been too far ad- 
vanced, would infallibly have obtained possession of Bregenz. 
They raised however a contribution in the vicinity, with which^ 
and their aihple booty, they returned to their farms and cot- 
tages. 

Notwithstanding the late disaster at Hard, the Suabians and 
Imperialists did not refrain from repeated endeavours to mo- 
lest the Confederates on the side of the Tyrol. They collected 
fresh troops, and occupied a post at Frastenz on the river 111, Frastenz, 
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CHAP, which both from nature, and the protection of double intrench- 
ments, was deemed impregnable* Their numbers amounted 
to upwards of ten thousand, both horse and foot. Their pro- 
ject was, by no means to risk a general engagement, but to 
harass the enemy by constant inroads, arid thus terrify them 
into submission. They in fact came over the Rhine on the 
same day that Bubenberg triumphed at the Bruderholz, *' 
spread among the villages of St. Gallen, Glaris, and even to 
the confines of Schwitz ; and having ravaged the country, 
returned with ample spoils within their lines. This alarm and 
devastation instantly called together seven thousand Confe^ 
derates, who, without delay, crossed the Rhine and offered 
battle to the rapacious foe. These however declined the 
challenge, and remained unmoved within their trenches. At 
length, impatient of further delay and inactivity, the Confe- 
derates came to the daring resolution of storming the lines. 
The Suabians, being apprized of this intention, made proper 
dispositions for defeating their purpose. They posted three 
hundred arquebusiers at the edge of a precipice, and in a 
sconce above them, fifteen hundred men at arms, most of them 
miners. These were directed to fall on the flank of the as^ 
sailants in their approath to the intrenphments. On the other 
hand, Henry Walleb of Uri, took the command of two thousand 
select men of Urseren and his own canton, and advanced from 
one of the flanks with a view to turn the mountain, while the 
main body, it was agreed, should proceed through a wood di- 
rectly to the camp. Early on the* twentieth of April began 
the march. The detachment of Wolleb climbed up the steep 
with so nmch difficulty, that in many places the men were 

'» V. infra.. p. 67. 
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oWiged to draw each other up by. their halberds. Having chap. 
come in sight of the arquebusiers, they were received by a ' 

brisk discharge of fire-arms ; but creeping on all fours till 
they had reached a proper distance, they rushed upon them 
with irresistible violence, and drove them back upon the 
miners, whom' they likewise attacked on a sudden, and with 
equal ardour- Here the conflict became bloody and obstinate, 
and the event remained long doubtful till, the two first ranks of 
the enemy being hewn down, the remainder fled towards the 
intrenchments. These also, before they could reach the lines^ 
fell in with the main body of the Confederates ; and all but 
two hundred, who with much difficulty found means to secrete 
themselves in the thickest of the wood, fell easy victims to the 
wrath of the assailants. These having now reached the lines, 
the discharge of cannon and fire-arms upon them became ter- 
rific. They avoided its destructive effects by falling on their 
faces ; but, preparing immediately after for the attack, Wol- 
leb, who with his detachment had now joined the army, called 
to them to let another discharge pass over them in their pro- 
strate position, and then to advance with speed. They obeyed, 
but he, continuing alone erect in order to give further direc- 
tions, received a mortal wound. He gathered all his strength, 
made the necessary dispositions for the charge, and then ex- 
pired, rejoicing at the victory he was now certain would be 
achieved by his countrymen. The Confederates, exasperated 
at the irreparable loss they had sustained, flew up to the 
breast-work before the enemy could prepare for another fire. 
Nothing could resist the furious blows they dealt out with 
their long spears, broad swords, and massy battle-axes ; and 
the Suabians^ unable to sustain so unexpected an assault, took 
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CHAP, to a hasty flight, many perishing in their speed down the 
^. ' .- headlong precipices, and still more in the river 111, beyond 
which they had hoped to find security. Three thousand of 
the Suabians are said to have perished in the field, and thir- 
teen hundred in the river. It is scarce credible, what the 
chronicles affirm, that this victory was gained with the loss of 
only thirteen men. Five flags, ten heavy cannon, and abund* 
ance of fire-arms and ammunition, fell into the hands of the vic- 
tors, who, after resting, as was customary with them, three days 
on the field of battle, returned each to his peaceful dwelling. 

This fourth discomfiture did not deter the Tyrolese from 
fresh attempts to wreak their vengeance on their detested 
neighbours. They again collected eight thousand men, and 
stationed them behind strong intrenchments on Mount Shlin- 
Maishcidc, genberg, near the confines of the Orisons. Hence they made 
an incursion into the Engadine, where, after spreading fire 
and desolation, they took three and thirty hostages for the 
payment of large contributions, and led them to the town 
of Meran, where they retained them in close confinement. 
The Orisons, bent on revenge, assembled, nine thousand in 
number, and came on the tenth of May, at midnight, to the 
foot of the mountain, where they divided into two -columns, 
one of which marched round to take the enemy in the rear, 
while the other advanced in front. They jointly, and with 
their usual speed, ascended the mountain, cut off all the cen* 
tries and out-posts they met on their way, and having, at 
daybreak, reached the camp, assailed it furiously on every 
side. The enemy, during four hours, made a fierce and stub- 
born defence ; but the column that attacked in front, having 
forced the intrenchment, a general rout took place, and they 
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fled in all directions, but most of them towards a bridge at chap. 
Glurens, on the Adige. The great numbers who attempted 
to crowd over this bridge broke it down, and some hundreds 
perished in the river. About one half of the Tyrolese fell 
in this bloody conflict. The Grisons had two hundred and 
twenty-five men killed, and about seven hundred wounded. 
They took the great banner of the Tyrol, six flags, eight large 
pieces of cannon, and four hundred arquebusses. The town 
of Glurens, seven villages, and among them that of Mais, 
from which this battle took its name,'* were reduced to ashes. 
Many of the fugitives bent their course towards Meran, where 
they demanded the three and thirty Grison hostages, and bar- 
barously cut them to pieces before the town. The Tyrol at 
this time was in such a deplorable state of desolation, that an 
imperial officer,'^ who was conducting a detachment through 
the country, among many scenes of misery and horror, saw 
two old women driving some hundreds of half-naked and 
emaciated children before them, who on arriving at a field 
less wasted than the remainder of the country, threw them- 
selves down and browsed the grass like cattle. He was told 
that most of them were orphans, whose fathers had been killed, 
and mothers starved ; and that they had for some time had no 
other nourishment : the old women added, that many of them 
perished daily ; and that shortly they must all, the children as 
well as themselves, fall miserable victims to hunger and disease. 
Among the numerous bodies of Germans which had been 
stationed along the confines of Swisserland, none was more 

*^ Malshcide, i. e. Mals-heath. 

'^ Bilibaldus Pirckhaymcrus of Nuremberg, who has written the history of this 
<Usastrous war. Bell. Suitens. in Opp. p. 82. Edit. 1610. 
VOL. II. K 
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CHAP, formidable than that which had been collected at Constance. 
^^' The cantons, in consequence of this powerful armament, lost 
no time in occupying and securing a strong pass in an adja- 
Schwader- cent wood Called the Schwaderloch. The Germans having, in 
^^ * addition to their former numbers, received considerable rein- 

forcements, ventured upon an attack, in which, having dis- 
persed all the advanced posts of the Confederates, they pro- 
ceeded to burn all the neighbouring villages ; and resting secure 
in the protection of their artillery, which they had pointed at 
the intrenchments in the pass, spread widely over the open 
country, committing all manner of outrages and cruelty. The 
Confederates, who were apprized of the disorder that prevailed 
among the enemy's troops, formed their array behind the 
wood, and by a circuitous march, in order to avoid the effect 
of their cannon, appeared on a sudden, and made considerable 
havock among the stragglers. These no sooner felt the im- 
pression of a regular force, than they hastened to their ban- 
ners, and formed their ranks with all the speed the emergency 
would admit. Many of their chiefs dismounted, and arming 
themselves with spears, took their stations among the in- 
fantry, earnestly exhorting their men not to incur the dis- 
grace of being vanquished by a number much inferior to their 
own. The conflict was severe, and long dubious. At length 
however, the front ranks of the Germans gave way ; after 
which no threats or admonitions could retain the suc- 
ceeding troops in their stations. All fled in great disorder ; 
some to the Rhine, which a few swam across, and others 
passed in boats ; many into the lake, where most of them 
perished ; and the greatest number to Constance, where, the 
general panic having preceded them, it was with difficulty that 
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the citizens could be prevailed upon to open the gates for their chap. 
admission » Fourteen hundred of their men fell on the fields ■ ■ '■ - 



and with them many chiefs of high birth and great renown. 
Fifteen large cannon and twelve culverines were the booty 
which the Confederates prized above all the rest, as they had 
often experienced the disadvantages of a want of artillery. 

During this fierce and bloody warfare on the confines of 
Rhaetia and before Constance, various encounters took place 
on both sides of the Rhine, between the lake of Constance and 
Basle, A body of volunteers from Berne, about one thousand 
in number, under the command of Daniel de Bubenberg, 
advanced towards the Sundgau, and met a band of four thou- 
sand Austrians, whom they routed, and drove into a wood 
called Bruderholz, near Basle, and took from them a great part Brudcrhoiz, 
of their arms and baggage, and several colours, on some of 
which was figured a scourge, with the words, * Drive, and it 
* will go.' Various parties also of the Confederates crossed 
the Rhine, and made inroads into the Hegau and Klegau ;** 
took, pillaged, and burnt many towns, castles, and villages, 
treating with peculiar severity many of the nobles who fell 
into their hands, whom they knew to have ever been their 
most implacable enemies. The town of Dungen having been 
compelled to surrender, the garrison, above one thousand in 
number, were stripped to their shirts, and with white wands 
in their hands, were led through the Swiss camp, and then 
dismissed. At the castle of Blumenfeld they consented that 
the garrison and inhabitants might withdraw, each person 
taking away all he could carry. They excepted however from 

*• Districts of Suabia, bordering on the Rhine near ShafFhausen. 
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CHAP, this indulgence the Baron de Roseneck^ whom they considered 
i5s=s==K ^s their bitterest foe ; but the baroness, imitating perhaps the 
example of the matrons of Weinsberg in the time of Conrad 
the Third, took her husband on her back, and carried him out 
of the castle. Her conjugal affection softened the hearts of 
the fierce warriors, who gave liberty to the baron, and re- 
stored all her effects to his virtuous consort. In the last of 
these incursions they found the Hegau so totally laid waste, 
and the wretched people driven to such desperation, that 
they were compelled to retreat with some dishonour: and 
this is the only check they appear to have received during this 
obstinate war. 

The chiefs of the Suabian league, perceiving that their joint 
and most strenuous efforts availed but little against the valour 
and enterprising spirit of the Confederates, sent to the em- 
peror, who was then engaged in a contest with Count Egmont 
for the principality of Guelders, to come without delay to 
their assistance. Maximilian made a truce with the count, 
and hastened with six thousand men to Friburg in Brisgau ; 
where, towards the end of April, he published a proclamation, 
setting forth, in acrimonious language, the rebellious conduct 
of the Confederates, enumerating the many illustrious fami- 
lies whom, as he pretended, they had stript of their patrimony, 
and solemnly calling upon the whole empire to assist him in 
reducing these stubborn peasants to obedience. This decla- 
ration was of no effect ; the members of the empire not 
admitting altogether the truth of the allegations it contained, 
and considering the war ais the peculiar concern of the em- 
peror, which he had provoked, without just cause or due 
deliberation. The Confederates were now ravaging the Kle- 
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gau, and preparing to march up the eastern side of the lake of chap. 



IV. 



Constance, in order to join the Grisons on the side of the 
Tyrol, when they learnt that the emperor was assembling an 
army of twenty thousand men in the Sundgau, and threatened 
to invade the canton of Soleure. The banners of Berne and 
Friburg immediately returned to the frontiers that were thus 
menaced. Soleure had sent forces to occupy the strong post 
of Dornach ; and these, on the fifth of May, were joined by two 
thousand four hundred Berners, together with a strong body 
from Friburg, and many volunteers from Lucern. The Count 
of Furstemberg, an imperial general of great renown, advanced 
with fourteen thousand infantry and two thousand horse, among 
which were the formidable Gueldrian guards. Trusting to 
false reports, he believed that the main force of the Confede- 
rates was posted at the Schwaderloch, to observe the garrison 
of Constance which had now been considerably reinforced ; 
and confident of perfect security by the superiority of their 
numbers, his troops became wholly regardless of order and 
discipline, their march bearing much more the appearance of 
a festive party, than of an hostile expedition. The Confe- 
derates, who viewed this disorderly assemblage from Dornach, 
Liechstall, and other heights they occupied, had no doubt but 
that an attack, such as they were accustomed to make, would 
infallibly prove successful. The enemy had formed three 
separate camps, which wholly invested the castle of Dornach. and Dor- 
Nicholas Conrad, the Avoyer of Soleure, who commanded an "*^ * 
advanced post, caused his men to wear the red cross of Bur- 
gundy, and led them on as a body of imperialists, against a 
detachment of the Germans, who were not undeceived till, by 
a furious discharge of fire arms, and incessant and heavy blows. 
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CHAP, of halberds and all sorts of hostile weapons, they found what 
^^—^1—^ an enemy they had to contend with. This corps fled with 
great precipitation, and joined the main army, whose grand 
division on the left found itself likewise compelled by a vigor- 
ous attack to fall back towards Arlesheim on the Birs. The 
whole of the imperial army was now drawn up in front of this 
river, and here it was attacked with the utmost impetuosity 
by the collected forces of the Confederates, consisting of about 
six thousand men. A most severe conflict ensued, which lasted, 
without intermission, for upwards of four hours. The Gueldrian 
guards had crossed the river, and had fallen upon the flanks 
of the Confederates, who besides were all greatly annoyed 
by the artillery of the enemy. At length the fate of the day 
was deckled by the approach of a reinforcement of twelve 
hundred men of Lucern and Zug, which arrived at the deci- 
sive moment from Arlesheim. Their presence revived the 
courage and vigor of the Swiss, and their fierce attacks could 
no longer be sustained by the astonished foe. These, in en- 
deavouring to gain the bridge over the Birs, were thrown into 
the utmost confusion, and their retreat soon became a general 
rout The Swiss took possession of their camp ; but night 
coming on, which proved uncommonly dark, they were pre- 
vented from pursuing them to any distance. The Confederates 
are reported to have lost three hundred men, and the Germans 
ten times that number : among the latter, were the Count of 
Furstemberg, their leader, and many nobles of high distinction. 
This signal victory was obtained on the twenty-second of 
July, and has, until their late defeats, been commemorated as 
the last battle which the Confederates have fought, within 
their boundaries, for the defence of their freedom and inde- 
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pendence. On the next day the army was joined by the chap. 
troops of Uri, Schwitz, and Underwalden, and advanced to- ' 

wards Basle ; but meeting with no enemies in the field, it 
dispersed, and each banner returned to its own canton. The 
Swiss are, not without reason, reproached with having on this 
occasion (like Hannibal after the battle of Cannse) omitted 
to avail themselves of the victory they had gained with so 
much glory. 

An unsuccessful attempt, which the emperw had made a few 
days before at Constance, to dislodge the Confederates from 
their strong post at the Schwaderloch,'* had already so far 
discouraged him in the prosecution of this disastrous war, as 
not only to induce him to quit the army, but also to favour 
the negotiations that had been commenced under the media- 
tion of French and Milanese plenipotentiaries,** who, with 

'^ Pirckhaymerus mentions a trifling incident, which, however, as it is character- 
istic of the nation, is not altogether unworthy of a place in this history. It was cus* 
tomary in these times, when men could not well be spared, to send women, and more 
frequently young girls, on messages. A young lass, who had brought a letter from 
the camp at Schwaderloch to the emperor at Constance, was waiting in an outward 
court, among soldiers, for an answer, when one of them asked her, ♦ What are your 

• men now doing in their camp ? * she answered, * They are preparing to receive you.' 
« How numerous are they ? * « Quite enough to drive you away.' * Have they any 

• thing to eat ? * * No doubt they have, since they are aHve and hearty.' Being further 
questioned about their numbers, she answered, ' You might have counted them your- 
' selves, when you last met them, had you not been in such haste to run away.' One 
of the men, meaning to terrify her, brandished his naked sword over her. The young 
heroine burst into a fit of laughter : * Here is a bold warrior,* she cried, * who raises 
* his sword against a child. I wish I could see thee engaged with one of my country- 
' men : he would soon match thee with his fist.' De Bell. Suit, in Opp. p. 86. 

*° Tristan de Salaiar Archbishop of Sens, Rigaud d'Oreille Governor of Chartres, 
and Antonine de Besse Bailiff of Dijon, on the part of France; and John Galeazzo 
Visconti, on the part of the Duke of Milaxl. 
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CHAP, views diametrically opposite, were equally solicitous to procure 
peace to the Confederates, in hopes to obtain their aid in Italy ; 
the French in order to subdue, and Duke Lewis to defend, the 
dutchy of Milan. The defeat at Dornach not a little pro- 
moted this favourable disposition ; and the Swiss, who de- 
manded nothing but to be Ipft in peace within their own 
boundaries, offered no obstacle to the progress of the pacifica- 
tion. A diet accordingly assembled the day after the battle 
of Dornach, at Zuric, to which another meeting succeeded 
soon after at ShafFhausen, and a third at Basle, which latter 
met on the twenty-fifth of August ; and at which the re- 
presentatives of all the belligerent and mediating parties 
were summoned, and actually appeared- The Confederates, 
who had been often baffled on sending their deputies to a 
congress, assembled at the same time a considerable army at 
Bruck. The ambassador of the Duke of Milan was here 
admitted as mediator. Much art and cunning was practised^ 
and more attempts were made to over-reach the Confederates, 
than on any former occasion ; the French plenipotentiaries 
in particular, using all means they could devise to coun- 
teract the bias in favour of Milan, of which the Swiss gave 
manifest symptoms, deeming that state the least insincere and- 
selfish of the two. At length however, on the twentieth of 
Peace. September, a treaty of peace was concluded, by which the 

Confederates maintained their immunity from the imperial 
chamber, and the full exemption from all taxes or con- 
tributions imposed by the emperor; and also acquired the 
criminal jurisdiction in the Thurgau, the civil and terri- 
torial rights in that province having long since been in their 
possession. 
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Thus ended this ruinous War, in which, in less than tting chap^ 
mcmtha, upwards of twenty thousand meri lost their ;li!^; 
and near two thousand towns, castles, and villages were taken, 
pillaged, and teduced to ashes. Some contemporary writers*^ 
have called it the great war, and very erroneously ascribed the 
advantages chiefly to the Germans. The principal battles are 
allowed by all to have been decisive in favour of the Confe^ 
derates, whose inroads into the Suabian circle are moreover 
admitted on all hands to have 1)een in general successful ; 
while the imperialists, except in an incursion they made into 
the Engadine, could never boast of having passed one night 
on the territories of the Confederates. The terms of peace 
moreover evidently prove which side had been the most suc- 
cessful in the war. The emperor, and the Suabian league, 
obtained none of the objects they had in view ; while the 
Confederates retained all they contended for, their abso- 
lute independence from all foreign power, military, judicial, 
or financial ; and in addition acquired a jurisdiction in the 
Thurgau, which, if left in other hands, might have afforded 
frequent opportunities for contention. The absolute inde- 
pendence of the nation was indeed not acknowledged by all 
the powers of Europe, till a century and a half after this paci- 
fication;** but no attempt whatever has, from the peace of 



" Nauclerus ; Ulr. Mutius, &c. Conf. Guicciardini Hist. Ital. vol. i. p. 276. edit. 
1738. They make the number of slain amount to thirty thousand. Of the almost 
incredible devastation of towns, &c. we have the cpgent authority of LaufFer. 

^* A prognosticating passage of Baron Zurlauben, in his Hist. Milit. des Suisses, 
t. i. p. 80, is too memorable to be here omitted. * L'independance generale des 
' cantons n'a cte reconniie pour tousjour qu'en 1648, au traite de Westphalic; ct 11 
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CHAP. Basle to our days, been made by any state or potentate to 
molest the Confederates in the full enjoyment of their liberty, 
or to abridge them of any part of the paramount authority 
within their limits, which they uniformly claimed as their 
prescriptive right. 

* est vraUemblablc, qu'ils conserveront leur libcrtc tant que I'union rcgnera cntr'cux, 
' ou bien jusqu'a*ce qu'une nation aussi considerable que celle des Romains s'eleve de 
< nouveau^ et fasse la conquete de toute TEurope.'— This was printed in the year 
1751. 
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CHAP. V. 



The JVars of Milan. 

After the complete emancipation of the Helvetic and Rhas- chap. 
tian tribes from all foreign dominion, and from the iron rod of ^ ,^ '.-. 
their domestic tyrants, achieved without any external aid or 
interference, but solely by their own valour, firmness and 
perseverance ; and after they had yielded to the temptation 
of external alliances, public subsidies, private pensions, and 
the baneful allurements of foreign services ; their history be- 
comes so much blended with the events, projects, and in- 
trigues of the neighbouring, and even some distant states, that, 
to follow with any degree of accuracy the various, and compli- 
cated incidents that henceforth compose their annals, would re- 
quire a far wider scope than comes within the intended limits 
of this narrative. The war however, which soon after the paci- 
fication of Basle, was carried on, at the instigation of their 
neighbours, chiefly by the Confederates, in various parts of 
Lombardy, was of too great a magnitude, and too intimately 
connected with their interior condition and polity, not to 
demand a more circumstantial detail, than will be given of their 
subsequent exploits in distant parts ; which, while they pro- 
cured them abundance of laurels, did not however materially 
affect their domestic concerns. Nor must the impartial his- 
torian pass slightly over the principal occurrences of this 
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CHAP, period, since among them he will meet with the most signal 
^' defeat the Confederates had ever yet experienced ; and, what 
is far more disgraceful, with the imputation of a breach of faith, 
of which the nation had till then been deemed incapable. 
Conquest of Of the claims of the two competitors to the dutchy of Milan, 
French!^ ^^^ Lewis Sforza, surnamed the Moor, who was in actual posses- 
sion, and Lewis the Twelfth King of France, the legal re- 
presentative of the house of Visconti, from whom the Sforzas 
had, half a century before, wrested these dominions, a brief 
detail has been given in a preceding chapter.' King Lewis, 
who appears to have had no object more at heart than to add 
this important territory to his extensive dominions, had no 
sooner ascended the throne of France, than he took the neces^ 
sary measures for asserting his title by force of arms. The 
Suabian war, in which the emperor and the Confederates were 
now too deeply engaged to interfere in his favourite project, 
appeared to him a favourable conjuncture ; and he moreover 
secured the connivance of the Confederates, by promises of con- 
siderable advantages, in case he should succeed in his enterprise. 
1499. He now sent a powerful army over the Alps, commanded by 

experienced generals^ who, in the month of August, took pos- 
session of Milan and all its dependencies, and compelled Lewis 
Sforza to seek refuge in the Tyrol, under the protection of the 
emperor. The Marshal Trivulci, a native of Milan, and one of 
the generals of King Lewis, was left to govern this important 
acquisition ; but the rooted prejudices the Milanese enter- 
tained against this haughty vicegerent, whom, as a Guelph, 
being most of them Ghibelins, they considered with horror ; 
and yet more the disparity of manners and overbearing inso- 

" Sec Vol. II, p. 53. 
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lence of the French soldiery left to secure their obedience, chap. 
soon propagated discontents which, before the end of the year, ^j^asss 
broke out into open insurrection, and encouraged their ejected 
sovereign to return and attempt the recovery of his dukedom. 
He arrived in the next month of February, and with the aid 1500. 
of some stipendiary forces he brought with him, among which 
were many Swiss adventurers, but chiefly by the free suffrages 
of the people, and amidst their joyful acclamations, he was 
soon reinstated in his dominions. The French monarch how- 
ever, who was bent on securing this conquest, lost no time in 
assembling fresh forces, and among these he now found means 
to enrol a great number of the Confederates, who, in defiance 
of the most rigid prohibitions of their government, flocked to 
hia standards. This army, under the command of Lewis de la 
Tremouille, appeared early in the spring in the plains of Lom- 
bardy, and on the ninth of April was met at Novarra by the 
duke and a promiscuous assemblage of Burgundians, Lansque^ 
nets,^ and Confederates, who ware retained in his service 
merely by the prospect of ample rewards. These however, 
not receiving their allotted pay, soon renounced the service ; 
and the latter in particular, seeing numbers of their country- 
men in the French army, declared their intention of returning 
to their mountains. Before they withdrew, they made an offer 
to the duke to lead him away in the disguise of one of their 
privates. He accepted the proposal, but was betrayed by a 
man of Uri, and taken. The traitor was immediately put into 
irons by his exasperated countrymen, and led to their canton, 

* A foot soldier was formerly called in Germany Lands-knecbt, from whence, no 
doubt, is derived the general appellation of the German infantry, so frequently retained 
in the armies of princes at this period. 
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CHAP, where he was sentenced to death, and publicly beheaded. 



V, 



. Should this atonement not altogether efface the stain of perfidy, 
the crime of a single individual will not however, in candid 
minds, taint the character of a whole nation. The ill fated duke 
was conducted into France, where, in several state prisons, and 
finally in the castle of Loches in Tourraine, he survived his last 
expulsion ten tedious years ; during which period, and for two 
years after his demise. King Lewis continued in the undis- 
turbed possession of his long wished for conquest. 
Basle and In the course of the succeeding year the confederacy re- 

admitted in- ceived an accession of no small importance, by the incorpo- 
/ederaV^'^' ration of two cities, which the cantons had ever, with justice, 
'^°'' <:onsidered as the bulwarks of their country, on the side of the 
Germanic empire. Basle and ShafFhausen had long shewn a 
bias in favour of the Confederates, and, especially during the 
late Suabian war, had essentially favoured them, less by actual 
services than by a strict neutrality, which had greatly of- 
fended the nobles, both within their walls and in the vicinity. 
The Basilians in particular found it necessary to keep a strong 
and constant guard at each of their gates, to repel any sudden 
attack to which they knew themselves to be incessantly ex- 
posed. Their best security, they plainly perceived, would be a 
participation in the Helvetic Confederacy ; and the cantons, 
when the offer was made them, were too well aware of the 
utility of such a union, not to acquiesce in the candid propo- 
sal. The several articles and restrictions here- stipulated were 
nearly similar to those contained in the leagues with Friburg 
and Soleure ; but Basle, in consideration of its greater extent 
and consequence, received, with the free consent of those two 
cities, the precedency before them, and retained its place as 
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the ninth canton. The union with this city was signed and chap. 
publicly proclaimed in its market place, on the thirteenth of 
July : and such was the confidence it instantly inspired, that 
on the same evening all the guards were removed from the 
gates, which were now left open ; and a woman with her spin- 
ning wheel was stationed at each of them, merely for the pur-* 
pose of receiving the tolls. The league with ShaiFhausen was 
confirmed on the tenth of August ; and this city took its rank 
in the confederacy as the twelfth canton. 

The time is now approaching when, after many conquests 
and reprisals, the Confederates at length obtained the perma- 
nent possession of the seven transalpine jurisdictions^ ' which, 
though it may justly be doubted whether free states ought 
ever to hold dependencies in absolute subjection, were how- 
ever deemed so essential to their welfare, as to induce them 
to have continual recourse to arms, either for the defence 
or recovery of those important districts. This extreme soli- 
citude may, among other urgent reasons, be obviously ac- 
counted for by the local as well as political situation of the 
confederate states. Several of the cantons had now established 
a considerable commercial intercourse with their neighbouring 
nations, and Zuric in particular was become the principal 
emporium of the extensive trade that was carried on between 
the marts of Germany and Italy. Great and incessant had 
been the toils of the peasants on the higher Alps (who more- 

^ The Italian bailiwicks : i. Riviera ; 2. Bellinzona ; and 3. Val Brenna, subject to 
the three original forest cantons : 4. Val Maggia ; 5 . Locarno ; 6. Lugano ; and 7. 
MendrisiOy which alternately received theirperiodical magistrates from all the cantons, 
Appenzttl only excepted, which was not in the confederacy when these provinces were 
acquired. 
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CHAP, over depended chiefly on Lombardy for their supply of com) 
^' to open and keep in repair the craggy pass over Mount St 
Gothard, on which their commerce with Italy absolutely de* 
pended : but all these efforts were often frustrated by the 
malignity, caprice, or perhaps at times by the just resentment 
of the rulers, who had the command in the valleys that extend 
from the southern foot of the mountain. These chiefs, from 
the nature of their rugged and narrow dells, had it ever in 
their power, with a very small force, to obstruct the communi- 
cation so essentially necessary to that regular intercourse which 
the commerce absolutely required : and the Confederates had 
now learnt, from long experience, that no security of inter- 
course could be maintained unless they bad a free opening to 
the larger lakes of Locarno* and Como, and to the less exten^* 
sive, though perhaps more important lake of Lugano. 

The valley on the Ticino down to Bellinzona, was at this 
time, by the voluntary surrender of the inhabitants, occupied 
by the three old forest cantons ; and Lewis the Twelfth, when 
he became sanguine for the conquest of Milan, had not only en- 
gaged to confirm them in the possession of it, but also, in the 
eageme^ of his pursuit, in which he knew how effectually 
the Confederates might thwart him, had even promised, if he 
succeeded in his enterprise, to make over to the cantons the 
cities of Lugano and Locarno, together with their valuable de- 
pendencies. No sooner, however, had he achieved his purpose, 
than he sent to claim Bellinzona as a part of the dutchy of 
Milan, which being a fief of the empire, he alled'ged could not 
be dismembered, without infringing the fundamental laws of 
that august constitution. Repeated diets were held» and 

* This lake is also called Lago Maggiorc. 
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negotiations set on fdot for adjusting this difibrence without chap. 
an open rupture ; and the neutral cantons earnestly exhorted ^ssanm^m 
the three ancient ones, whom this jnatter more immediately 
concerned, to listen to terms of accommodation: but these,, 
incensed at the mere claim of the faiit^less monarch, would 
admit of no compromise, and pet^mptorily insisted on pre- 
serving the unqualified possession of what they deemed thdr 
lawful property* At length, finding no other security, they 
declared that diey would argue with their. hall)erds. They 
displayed their banners, and having summoned th^ Confe^ 150J. 
derates, who were ready to comply with their wishes, they 
collected an army of fourteen thousand mens and led it into 
the valley, the possession of which they were firmly resolved 
to maintain. Cfaarl^ de Chaurnont, governor of Milan, as*» 
sembled all the forces he could collect, and sent them to 
secure the passes from BeUinzona into the open country. 
Neither party had drawn out with a view to wage offensive 
war; but, incensed as \hej were against each other, pretences 
were not long wanting for the commencement of hostilities ; 
and in a short time the Confederates became masters of the 
town, though not the castle^ of Locarnq* and pf all the prin-r 
cipal places on the northern extremity of that lake. 

TJie king, being aj^rii&ed of the decided megsur^ adopted French se- 
by the Confederates, determined to use every expedient to "^^^^"' 
pacify them. He sent the baUifFof DJiJon, and Richard k 
Moine, his private secretary,. tp their, camp,, who, at the in^ 
terpositiiWi of the Bishpp ,of SiQA* ftnd the B^xon <rf Hohen- 
Sax, soon brought about an accommodation, by which the 
three old forest cantons were confirmed in the possession of 
the town, castles, and all the dependencies of Bellinzona : and 

VOL. II. M 
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CHAP, the king acoeeded to the capHukte of Mikn on the mtie tenns 
as had been aoctpted by the Sfibnas* Lewis did not hevitaie 
to make sciil greater concessions ; and so ataknis \v«s be to 
become more intimately connected with this nation, whose 
friendship or enmity he well knew would determine his po&^ 
session of the Milanese, that he resolved to use all means^ 
whether honourable or perfidious, to draw them into his snares^ 
His public envoys and private emissaries, accordingly co-ope-^ 
rated with in4efatigable zeal and industry to captivate the 
minds of individuals ; and as this could not be more readily 
effected than by corrupting their morals, no im^ntive was 
spared that might divert them from that primitive simplicity^ 
to which they had till now owed their domestic prosperityi 
and untainted reputation. The magistrates indeed opposed 
many obstacles to this encroaching evil. Having, to their 
great sorrow and surprise, estimated that the number of Conn 
federates who had perished in the cause of Prance, amounted 
to no less than thirty thousand/ they came to a: firm resolutioii 
to prohibit, under the most severe penalties, all foreign levies^ 
and the clandestine resort of thehr men to the armies of the 
neighbouring princes ; and, conscious whence this abuse chidfy 
arose, they resolved and strictly ordained that, after the ei> 
piration of the existing compacts, no further engagements for 
military purposes, should be entered into with foi^eign states; 
and that all public subsidies and private pensions should cease 
for even Such however was the martial ardour of the people, 
that private enrolments could never be efiectually prevented ; 

^ The numbers of Swiss who lost their lives in the French service^ from the year 
1480 to 1715, appears^ by a moderate computation^ to have amounted to 7O0i0oo.«-^ 
Meister't Sdurazedzcnto, T. I* p. 130% 
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and although most advantageous And pressing ofiens for foreign chap. 
alliances were, daring several years, peremptorily rejected; 
yet even this salutary sporit yielded at last to the comiptiim of 
raanners, the dereliclrori of triie patribtfa»n, and the narrow 
egotism, first propagated* and ever since in^ostriously fostered, 
by the French and odier foreign emissaries. 

Historians have recwded, with surprise, ahd marktd d£sAp- 
prohation^ the enormMsJ>rodigality of. the French ambassa- 
dors then residing in the canl^ons»i Their retinues equalled 
those of sovereign princes. They almost daily entertained 
jx^t of thct principal inhabitants of the towns in whidi ifaey 
imj(|^<t One of them^ the 3ishQp of Riez; often, at Berhe and 
a,t IfVffixn, sat ait table with one thousand guests. The Loid 
4e RaqM^l^rtm, another delegiatet offered to defray the ex- 
peaces of all the deputies who attended the diets at Baden.: 
jn his fr,eqMent journies iie scattered abundatace of money 
4UXK}<^'tho«r9wds» who, in expectation of siich largesses, did 
-pot fyA to pijeiekit thsmselves on his passage. Both of them 
iBdde considerahk. presents to the women who were thought 
to have some ififltonce among the nders; nor ivere gratuities 
tf> £|voiirite «hHdeett jspatiogly distiibuted. To men thiis pre- 
dieiposed, fhey r^|)reientied in giowing colours the great ad- 
vantages that woftild aoorUeto thedr country froni a clos^ union 
wil^ the pcHvverful and munificenl: sovereign of the Frooch 
xt»xmfid^9 and Insinuated tbat. the treasures he sfiilli destined 
^iiwHdvetic friends' would soon raise their nation to an 
equality with all others in point of wealth and consequence. 
The goyarnment was not blind to the pernicious tendency of 
sitch.exorbitant profusion, and issued rigid orders to restrain 
its progress : but many of the higher orders were not free from 

Ma 
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CHAP, the suspicion of having shared in the corrupt donativei. 
^immmmk Hence arose mistrust and animosities, which soon p^*vaded 
the senates, the cities, and thfe people at large : and even the 
cantons experienced a disunion, which, wliile it distracted 
their councils, and gave a free scope to their seducers, ren- 
dered dubious the fair reputation for wisdom and p>-obity, for 
which they had hitherto been universally celebrated. 
1507' The first object the French obtained by their insidious arts 

was to render nugatory a treaty which the cantons had recently 
concluded with the emperor Maximilian. As head of the em- 
pire, of which the Confederates were still considered as mem- 
bers, he had called upon them for a body of troops to escort him 
to Rome, where he proposed to* receive the imperial crown; 
and nine of them had actually agreed to supply him with six 
thousand men for that purpose. The French agents however, 
aware that the coronation was not the sole object of the in*- 
tended expedition, exerted all their influence to invalidate 
this engagement. They did not succeed to the extent of then: 
wishes ; but they obtained what was equivalent, the inserticm 
of a clause in the treaty, which stipulated that these forces 
should on no account be employed against their sovereign. 
The emperor, whose real intention was to collect a large army 
in order to ifnvade Milan, seeing himself deprived of these 
auxiliaries, laid aside his project. The pope, on this occasion, 
issued a brief, by virtue of which the head of the empire, al- 
though not crowned by the hand of the pontiff^ has^ evesf after 
assumed the title of emperor.* 
1508. The cantons, during the war that was carried on by the 

greatest powers of Europe against the republic of Venice, i» 

o « See Vol. L p. III. n. 2jp 
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consequence of the league of Cambray, still preserved their chap. 
salutary reluctance to foreign engagements : and the whole mm^s^^st 
of the ensuing year was chiefly spent in intrigues and n^o- 1509- 
tiations for subsidiary alliances, which the senates still uni- 
formly resisted. Pope Julius the second, the implacable enemy 
of the King of France, applied for troops for the defence of the 
holy see ; iand the Emperor, France, Venice, and other subor- 
dinate, states, used every art to obtain auxiliaries, though none 
of'tb^m succeeded ostensibly: yet with all its vigilance and 
^mest endeavours, the government could never effectually 
prevent the private l^ies that were constantly making, chiefly 
by^ France, and which, though solemnly condemned and dis- 
avowed by the magistrates in their official capacities, were no 
doubt secretly countenanced hymen in ix>wer, who had not 
been proof against the prevailing inducements of French do^ 
natives.: 

This 4«fiiance offered to their decrees did not fail to irritate- 
tbeibulk of the Helvetic nation against their Gallic neigh- 
bours, who still disregarded their most positive injunctions ; 
and this progressive enmity received no small addition from 
the insinuations and artifices of one who, though insignificant 
ia his origin, rose to be the prime mover of many impor- 
tant events during several subsequent years. Matthew Shin- Matthew 
ner, a man of ignoble birth in the Valais, rose by his talents 
and intrigue, to high^ preferments in the church, and in the 
first year of this century was exalted to the episcopal. see of 
Sion. Me had» m the early part of his life, been intimately 
connected with George de Ober-Sax,^ a powerful baron in the 

' He is also by some called de la Flue, from the name of his principal castle in the. 
Vttais; " — — 
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CHAP« Vakis and Rhdstia> Both were actuated by ardent and as* 
piling passions^ and both equally felt that nature had destined 
4h^n (or the higher aphere of pdiitical exertion* Both had 
warmly espoused the French interest ; but the bishop estimated 
'his services at so high a rate, that Liewis declined thenit and 
thereby inspired him with the most rancorous resentment. 
His frigid the bafon, not coincddii^ with him in hisvindictiYk 
^views, animosities arose between them, which, unhappily for 
their country, ended in relentless discord, and rank persecution. 
;Shinner resolved ncfw to seek his further aggrandizement by 
xxnnrting the favour of the sovereign pontiff]; and with this 
^view wholly devoted himself to his service. The poweif and 
urensatility of hif talents, with the brilliancy of his eidqueocSr 
.procured him a decided ascendencgr inmost of the i^anton^ by 
means of which, at a diet held at Schwltz in the month ctf 
February, he negotiated and obtained the confirmation of ^ 
£ye years treaty, by which, in consideration of m atitiual 
^gratuity of one thousand florins to. each cattton^ the.pta^ 
was, in icase of emei^rency, authc»ited to raise six thousand 
Confederates, at his own expence. Thus was the humane 
purpose of ithe promoters of the absolute n^eotidn of fotejgn 
-eng^ements at oncer frustrated by the artful cabals of a oe- 
vengeful prelate. ^ 

This treaty with the pope greatly contributed to widen the 
breach between the OonfiedenatesaiKi the crown of France; 
insomuch that, the last alliance being about. thb> time expired^ 
ami the king's ambassadors having applied for a renewal, the 
cantons, conscious that thesucoeissesof Lewis had b^en chiefly 
owing to their auxiliaries, demanded a considerable augmen- 
tation of the pay and subsidies stipulated in the former treaties* 
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The king, swayed mtore bj a petulance of temper than tlie char 
prudent advice of his ministers, rejected the prc^posal with ^i^^a 
scGvn, decl^Qg that 'cm no account should the rude peasants 
^ of the Alps dictate conditions to him/ Of this harsh expres- 
sion he, not long after, found cause to repent ; for the Swiss, in 
a pres^ng emei^ncy, when he sent to demand their aid on any 
terms, abruptly refused to listen to any overtures. 

In the month of July a hody of Confederates marched down Hostilities 
the valley of the Ticino, and spread terror to the very gates 
of Milan. Their object, th^ gave out, was, in consequence of 
a treaty with the Pope, to reduce the Duke of Ferrara to the 
subjection he owed to the holy see. They did not howeVer 
make any considerable progress : tlKir pay, which the Fuggers, 
an eminent mercantile house at Angsburg; had engaged to 
advance, not being duly issued ; and perhaps (as indeed was 
Ki^ected by many) some <^ their leaders having yidded to 
the temfitation of French corruption, they returned home^ 
without, having molested any of their neighbours. The pope 
warmly resented this dereliction of his cai^te, and even in« 
fiicted his spiritual censures on those who had disappointed hi* 
sanguine expectations. 

Soon after this fruitless expedition, three Swiss messengers ijn. 
were seized by the French in the Milanese ; thehr dispatches 
were taken from them, and two of them were even reported 
to have been pat to death. Sehwitz was foremost in declaring 
its intention to revenge this insuk, and instantly called upon 
the whole confederacy to join in an expedition for that 
purpose. France offered dmple satisfaction, but without efiect.^ 
Ten :thousand Confederates assembled in the month of No- 
vember at Yaresa, and actually advanced to within a few miles 
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CHAP, of Milan. Gaston de Foix, at that time governor of the 
datchy, collected all his forces, and marched out to meet them ; 
but finding that he could not, with any prospect of success, 
hazard an engagement, ihe contented himself with observing 
their motions, and cutting off their supplies. They had spread 
wide over the country, and committed much havock, when on 
a sudden, for reasons that have never been ascertained, they 
turned off towards Ck>mo, arid in a few days returned to their 
homes. Several have ascribed this sudden retreat to thenon^ 
arrival of some expected aid fix)m Rome and Venice, but many 
have again suspected the all pervading influence of French 
seduction. 

The Bishop of Sion, mean-while, finding that he could not 
prevail over his antagonist in his own c(»intry, where the baron 
was singularly beloved, resolved to calumniate him in the 
cantons, with some of which this hated rival was connected 
by the tie of co-burghership. The crafty prelate succeeded 
so well at Benie, that the baron's name waaactually struck out 
of the list of citizens : the latter however, resolved to come in 
person to this city, and vindicate his conduct; but being ar- 
rived at Friburg, he was seized, thrown into a dungeon, and 
put to the rack in .order to extort a confession of his secret 
practices with France* He was at the eve of being led to the 
KafSoid, when Fxancis Arsent, the Avoy.er, commiserating his 
fate, facilitated his escape* The burghers upon this, exas-^ 
perated against the humane magistrate, seized and tortured his 
person, sentenced him to lose his headland saw him publicly 
executed. The baron, who had fled to Neuchattel, was de- 
manded by Berne, and surrendered. He was here tried,; but 
the .evidence adduced by the Fri burghers being deemed in-> 
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tin^dent, he Was acquitted and released. He returned ta the chap. 
Valais, where he continued to promote the French interest. ■■ . 

The bishop in the interim, having incurred the odium of the 
people, was banished by the ostracism of the mace, ' and fled 
under various disguises, and through innumerable dangers, to 
Rome, where his zeal for the holy church, or rather his im- 
placable aversion to the French, was rewarded by the long 
wished for dignity of cardinal. 

in an age chiefly influenced by the policy of such men as 
Julius, Maximilian, and Ferdinand the Catholic, few instances 
can be expected of integrity, honour, or even common pro- 
bity ; and this period accordingly exhibits so rapid a succes- 
sion of broken engagements, and such a complicated variety 
of unlooked for combinations and treaties, all of them most 
solemnly ratified, and the greatest part of them as wantonly 
infringed the very instant the momentary and selfish purposes 
for which they were made had been accomplished, that while 
the unravelling of them must perplex the historian, the best 
detail that can be given will only serve to excite indignation 
in the reader who looks for improvement in the contemplation 
of past events. 

The Pope, and thcf King of Arragon, having obtained the 
objects for which they had set on foot the league of Cambray, 
(the former having acquired an uncontrolled ascendency over 
Venice, and the latter the possession of the kingdom of Naples) 
they not only deserted the alliance ; but, it being now highly 
conducive to both of them that France should retain no footing 
in Italy, they instantly entered into a close union with Venice 
against that kingdom, into which they gradually allured the 

• See Vol. I. p. 385, n. 21. 
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CHAP, emperor, and even the young and unsuspecting King of Eng- 
^' ,1 land ; and availing themselves of the personal enmity the 
Swiss entertained against the French monarch, and of the 
influence of the Cardinal of Sion, who now returned to \m 
country with the legatine authority, they found little diffi- 
culty in engaging the cantons in their cause. To this league^ 
which had nothing in view but reducing the power of Lewis, 
the Pope, as head of the church, and the .King of Arra- 
gon, who made religion the cloak for all his artifices, had 
the consummate assurance and hypocrisy to ascribe the epithet 
of holy. 
151a. Early in this year, the twelve cantons renewed their here- 

ditary union with the house of Austria, at that time repre- 
sented by the Emperor Maximilian, and his grandson Charles, 
the future sovereign of the most extensive monarchy in Eu- 
rope. They also sent deputies to Venice to concert measures 
with the Cardinal of Sion, for the final expulsion of the 
French out of Lombardy. On the sixth of May they took 
the field, near twenty thousand in number, and proceeding 
from Coire, their place of rendezvous, through Trent and 
Verona, joined a body of Venetians at Villa-Franca, and 
advanced rapidly towards the Milanese, the whole of which 
was, at their approach, evacuated by the French generals de 
la Palice and Normandie, except the castles of Milan, No- 
varra, and Cremona, and those of Lugano and Locarnoi the 
towns of which were occupied by the Confederates. Although 
the whole had been possessed in the name of the Holy League, 
yet particular appropriations were immediately made to the 
different coalesced parties. Among other inferior allotments, 
Parma, Placentia, and Bologna, were surrendered to the pope ; 
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Lugano, Locarno, aiid Domo, were retained by the cantons ; chap. 
the Valtellne and Chiavehria by the Grison leagues ; and what 
remained of the dutchy of Milan was reserved for Maximilian, 
the eldest son of the lately deceased Lewis Sforza, a man truly, 
though not always undeservedly,, unfortunate. The confede- 
rate bands after this returned to their homes, -where they 
arrived about the middle of August, bearing with them a sword 
of pure gold, a ducal cap lined with ermine, and several conser 
crated banners of rich brocade, all which had been prjssented 
to them by the pope, who at the same time conferred on them 
the title of Defenders of the Cburcb. 

The Confederates now spared none of the vassals or other 
retainers of the French king. They seized on the county of 
Neuchattel, which had about this time devolved to Lewis 
Duke of Orleans, in right of Joan of Hochberg his consort ; but 
which, after retaining it seventeen years, they, being still more 
swayed by justice tha;i expediency, freely returned to the 
rightful heir.* The canton of Soleure also took possession of 
the county of Thierstein, solely because its proprietor had 
entered into the French service. This also was soon after 
restored : but in the sequel it legally reverted to, and was 
finally incorporated with the canton. 

Several of the members of the Holy League, so far from 
being satisfied with the accessions they had obtained in the 
late partition,formed new pretensions, which gave rise not only 
to private remonstrances, but even to public contests among 
themselves. Their animosities however, did not so far blind 
them, as to conceal from them the necessity of retaining the 
friendship of the Swiss cantons, in order to secure the objects 

^ The canton of Uri could never be brought to consent to this restitutipn. 
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CHAP, they had in view : and so urgent were most of the Christian 
powers, that, at three diets held at Baden, Zuric, and Lucwnj 
the former in August, and the two others in Septemb^, there 
actually appeared plenipotentiaries from the Pope, the Em- 
peror, the Kings of France, England, and Arragon, the re* 
public of Venice, the Dukes of Milan, Savoy, and Lorrain, 
and other inferior states. At these meetings the pope, no 
doubt through the intrigues of the Cardinal of Sion, ap- 
pears always to have had the greater influence ; and yet 
even this crafty advocate found it impossible to obtain what 
had long since been the great object of the pontiff's wishes, a 
body of troops to reduce his refractory vassal, the Duke of 
Ferrara. The Confederates were unwilling to foment new 
wars in Italy ; and, with a view to prevent it, they agreed to 
send an embassy to Rome, the pope having requested it from 
a desire, no doubt, to impress other powers with an opinion of 
the ascendency he had gained over this formidable nation. 
These ambassadors, having taken Venice in their way, heard the 
loud complaints of that senate both against the pope and the 
emperor, for having laid claim to many of their territories, 
which had been gratuitously assigned to them by thfe league of 
Cambray ; the latter of whom had moreover avowed the pro- 
ject of seizing the dutchy of Milan for his grandson Charles, 
who, by that accession, would have become the sole ar- 
biter of the fate of Italy. The Swiss ambassadors were sunfip- 
tuously received, and greatly caressed at Home : they acceded, 
to all the pope required of them ; but obtained none of the 
objects they were instructed to demand, the principal of which 
was the restitution of Parma and Placentia .to the Duke of 
Milan. Julius, under the specious.preteace. of preserving the 



V. 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY, 93 

peace ofltsily, prevailed w them to use their best endeavours chap, 
to pacify the Venetians; but the attempt they made for this 
purpose proved ineffectual. The emperor hereupon, and the 
pope, formed a new alliance against Venice ; and this republic,. 
a few months after it had contributed towards the expulsion 
of the French king out of Lombardy, was now in a manner 
compelled to espouse his cause, and was in tl^ sequel not a 
little instrumental in reinstating him in the possession of 
Milan. 

No intrigues, promises, or menaces of the neighbouring 
states could, meanwhile, divert the Confederates from their 
firm purpose of solemnly investing Maximilian Sforza with 
the dutchy of Milan. The emperor himself, after many fruit^ 
kss evasions, acceded at length to a treaty made at Baden,^by 
which the cantons guaranteed the possession of Milan to this 
young prince ; who in return confirmed to them the absohite 
S90vereignty over the bailiwicks of Lugano, Locarno, and Val 
Maggia, ^nd agreed moreover to pay them the sum of two 
hundred thousand ducats, and an annual subsidy of forty thou-^ 
sand ducats. Several of the chief magistrates of the cantons 
were upon this deputed, who in the month of December re- 
paired to Milan, had a previous conference with Maximilian, 
who had lately returned from Germany, and on the last day 
of the year attended his public entry into the city, amidst the 
joyful acclamations of the people. At the gate, the landam- 
man of Uri, in the name of the whole confederacy, delivered 
into his hands the k^ys of his capital, and all the muniments 
and insignia belonging to the supremacy of the dutchy. A 
few days after, the duke ratified the treaty of Baden, con- 
firmed the cession of the three bailiwicks, solicited the further 
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CHAP, mediation of the cantons for the tester tion of Parma and 
Placentia, and also of the Valtelineand Ghia enna from the 
hands of the Grisons but at the same time expressed his 
anxiety at an audience they had granted to a splendid em- 
bassy from France, which, knowing Lewis's determined pur- 
pose to possess the Milanese^ he freely acknowledged had 
alarmed his fears. 

The Frencji king, in fact, having now sufficiently experi- 
enced that the fate of Milan depended chiefly on the Confe-^ 
derates, resolved to make another attempt towards conciliating 
their friendship. He sent to demand safe conducts for persons 
of no less consequence than the Marshal Duke de la Tre- 
mbuille, Claudius de Seyssal Bishop of Marseilles, one of the 
most eloquent men of his court, arid Ifaibert de Villeneuve 
President of Dijon, a civilian of great repute, whom he pro- 
posed to send to them in the highest diplomatic characters. 
His pride however, must have been abundantlyi mortified when* 
he found thut even these passports would be withheld by those 
rude mountaineers, whom he had so lately reviled, unless he 
would previously pay them the sum of twaand twenty thou- 
sand crowns for a dormant claim^ surrender the castles of Lu- 
gano and Locarno, still held by his garrisons, and solemnly 
engage not to suffer any of his emissaries to raise recruits 
among the Confederates, without the consent of the magis- 
trates. The monarch brooked the humiliation, and when he had 
complied with these terms, his aihbassadors appeared at a diet 
held at Lucern on the eleventh of February. The persuasive 
bishop, in the name of his colleagues, descanted in the most 
energetic language on the many and evident proofs his mas^ 
ter had given of his earnest desire to be upon friendly terms 
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with the cantons: he 6xtehuated the harshness of an uii^ CHAP, 
guarded expressbn^ and intimated that there was nothing they 
could ask which, if in his power, the king would not comply >s^3 
with: he reminded them that the alliances which had long 
subsisted between France and the Confederates had ever been 
mutually advantageous; whereas both parties had but too 
often been the dupes of Italian perfidy : he apprized them 
that the king was at that very, time solicited by an Italian 
state to enter into a close alliance.; ''' but that, preferring the 
friendship of the Confederates before that of all other nations^ 
he should delay his answer until such time as he should know 
their determination : that if he had them on his side, he should 
neither seek nor stand in need of any other aid. A negotia- 
tion upon this commenced : many concessions were made by 
the French ambassadors, and many points were adjusted to 
the mutual satisfaction of the parties ; but an insurmountable 
obstacle was at length started, which instantly put an end to 
the conference. The king demanded their consent to his taking 
possession of the dutchy of Milan^ which he claimed as his lawful 
inheritance, and which they, on the other hand, having lately 
obtained it by conquest, and formally granted it, maintained 
that they were bound by their guarantee to preserve to its 
present. possessor. 

Soipe expectations of a material change in the affairs of 
Italy were now raised by the death of Pope Julius the Second, 
who expired on the twenty-first of February ; but the com- 
manding spirit of Leo the Tenth, his successor, though neither 
so martial nor so implacable as that of his predecessor, had yet 
the sdtae policy in view, namely, the securing to the church 

'<> Alluding no doubt to the offers of Venice. 
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CHAP, the supreme ascendency within the Alps ; for ndiich purpose 
he went through the same rapid alternation of measures^ and 
succession of treaties, alliances, and breaches of promise, that 
had marked the preceding pontificate. His first object was to 
renew the alliance with the cantons; and the Cardinal of 
Sion, in his behalf, still exerted all his influence to prevent 
their listening to any overtures on the part of France. Never- 
theless Lewis, being well apprised that the new pope did not 
harbour so inveterate an antipathy against him, as had ever 
animated his predecessor, and having moreover secured the 
assistance of the Venetians, thought he might venture an expe- 
dition into Italy without the danger of so stubborn a resistance 
as he had hitherto experienced from the pontiff. His army, 
consisting of four and twenty thousand men, commanded by 
la Tremouille and the aged Trivulci, meeting with scarce any 
resistance, soon penetrated beyond the Sesia, and threatened 
the capital of Milan. Duke Maximilian, in this extreme 
danger, most of his towns having voluntarily surrendered to 
the invaders, had immediate recourse to the Confederates. 
These came without delay, about twelve thousand in number; 
and having been joined at Tortona by the duke, and a few dispi-* 
rited Italians, whom he had with some difficulty collected^ 
they proceeded towards Novarra, into which place,«as the 
French had shewn a manifest intention to besiege it, they 
threw a garrison deemed sufficient for its defence. 

In pursuance of the treaty between the pope and the cantons, 
a combined army under the command of Raymond de Cardona 
Viceroy of Naples, was to co-operate with the confederates in 
the defence of Lombardy against the French. The Viceroy 
actually approached with no inconsiderable force ; but he soon 
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gave indications that his purpose was merely an ostensible chap. 
display, and that in reality he meant only to look on at a dis- ^' 
tance. The Swiss soon perceived the fallacy of his desultory 
motions ; and sent him word that they should place -no re- 
liance in his proffered aid. The French meanwhile had 
brought a numerous artillery before Novarra, arid began to 
batter the walls with such fury, that several breaches were 
soon opened. These however the Confederates wholly dis- 
regarded, and not only neglected to repair, but even to mask 
them ; nor would they suffer the gates of the town to be shut, 
intimating to their enemies by a herald, that their bodies 
were the ramparts and fences on which they chiefly relied. 
The French, exasperated at the obstinate resistance they met 
with, resolved on a general assault ; but having been repulsed 
with loss, and receiving intelligence that a fresh body of Con- 
federates was approaching, they raised the siege, and retreated 
into a strong camp about three miles from the town. In the 
evening of the fifth of June, eight thousand Confederates 
joined the garrison, and brought intelligence that a further 
reinforcement was approaching, under the command of Ukric 
Cpunt of Hohen-Sax. In the night the chiefs deliberated on 
the steps to be taken, and agreed not to wait for the reinforce- 
ment, that the enemy might not have time to strengthen their 
intrenchments ; but to march out immediately and begin the 
attaqk before day-break, that the darkness of the night might 
in some measure screen them from the effect of the numerous 
artillery they knew they had to encounter. Thus resolved. Battle of 
they sallied forth through the gates and breaches, and forming Novarra. 
in two columns, the one about seven, and the other three thou- 
sand in number, they advanced rapidly towards the enemy. 
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CHAP. While the latter column kept the cavalry in awe, the former 
marched straight up to the artillery, and rushed with their 
usual impetuosity upon the Lansquenets and French infantry 
stationed for its defence. Their approach however, could 
neither be so rapid or unperceived, as to prevent a great havock 
being committed among them by the brisk fire kept up by the 
heavy pieces of ordnance. The hostile ranks for some time 
repulsed each other alternately, like contending billows, and 
the victoiy remained long doubtful, until the battle-^axes of 
the Swiss prevailed ; and most of the Lansquenets having been 
cut to pieces, the whole artillery was seized. All that remained 
of the enemy's army hereupon fled in such dismay, that their 
commanders found it impossible to rally or detain any of them, 
until they had reached the confines of France. The whole of 
the cavalry escaped, the Swiss having no horse for the pursuit. 
The loss of the French in this battle, which lasted about three 
hours, was estimated at nearly ten thousand. Of the Confe- 
derates, about two thousand are said to have fallen. The vic- 
torious survivors, loaded with spoils (the whole of the French 
tramp having fallen into their hands) returned in the course of 
the day to Novarra, where they were received with excesrfve 
joy by Maximilian, who found himself now a second time rein- 
stated in his dukedom by the Confederates. 

Such was the fame the Swiss derived from this victory, that 
they were now universally deemed invincible ; and writers 
of acknowledged impartiality and discernment, '** have not 
hesitated to acknowledge that, considering the intrepidity of 

*® Paul Jovius ; Guicciardini, &c. The latter bestows uncommon pnuse on one 
of the Swiss leaders whom he calls Motin ; but he appears to have been misinformed, 
at feast as to his same. See Wattev. Hist, de la Conf. Hel?. T. II. p. So. 
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the attack, voluntarily undertaken, with a force greatly in- chap. 
fi^or in numbers as well as arms, and unsuppwted by either ,^3^5500 
artillery or horse ; they much doubted whether any of the 
battles described by the Greek and Roman historians, can be 
compared with this, for conduct and heroism. With this re* 
nown, and with abundance of trophies and spoils, the Confe* 
derates returned to their respective homes, where they all 
arrived before the end of July, 

Various causes, among which the distribution of the rich 
booty lately brought from Italy was not one of the least pre* 
valent, soon excited murmurs in the country, which being 
fomented by the crafty legate and his creatures, shortly broke 
out into open insurrection. All who were suspected of favour- 
ing the cause of France being particularly obnoxious, several 
of them were put to death by popular decrees ; and among 
these, even the aged and venerable banneret of Berne, Caspar 
Hetzel, whose son had, against his father's consent, engaged 
in the French service. The magistrates of Berne, Lucerp, and 
Soleure, where the insurgents had been most outrageous, made 
several concessions, and even proceeded with great severity 
against all who were convicted of having secretly received 
French stipends, or having been instrumental in clandestine 
levies : but recollecting likewise the example of the Romans, 
who, in seditious times were wont to avert the fury of the people 
by directing it against foreign enemies, they resolved to send an 
expedition abroad ; and as a war with France they knew would 
be most popular, and no treaty, or even truce subsisted between 
the two nations, they determined to invade that kingdom, in invasion of 
conjunction with the emperor, who had in fact urged the "'^^" ^* 
project, and promised to supply the sums required for the pur- 
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CHAP, pose, and with the King of England, who had recently invaded 
France with a formidable army. Their forces, commanded by 
James de Watteville, met at Besan9on, and were there joined by 
Ulric Duke of Wurtemberg with a body of imperial cuirassiers 
and some artillery, and in a short time penetrated to the gates 
of Dijon, into which place the Marshal de la Tremouille, 
lately returned from Italy, had thrown himself with all the 
forces he had been able to collect. A wide breach was soon 
opened in the walls of this place, and the Confederates were 
preparing for a general assault, to the great terror of the in- 
habitants, when la Tremouille, conscious from the experience 
of former engagements, that he should not be able to resist 
the attack of such an enemy, and aware likewise that this 
place being once reduced, the capital and the whole kingdom 
would be exposed to the invaders, resolved to avert the im- 
pending danger by a delusive treaty, which, at the time it was 
negotiating, he was well assured his sovereign would not 
ratify. Some of their leaders having been previously brought 
over, the following very advantageous capitulation was ac- 
cepted by the Confederates, without hesitation. • The king,' 
it stipulated, ' shall renounce all pretensions to the dutchy of 

* Milan and the county of Asti, and surrender all the strong 

* holds his troops still occupy in Lombardy : he shall pay, at 
^ stated periods, the sum of four hundred thousand crowns to 

* the Confederates : " the Duke of Wurtemberg shall be re- 

* instated in the possession of all the appendages of the county 

* of Monbilliard, and shall moreover be indemnified for all 

* his losses in this expedition : the king shall strictly prohibit 

* all clandestine levies in the cantons and their dependencies : 

" Guicciardini cays 6oo>ooa 
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and lastly, the Lord de Mezieres, nephew to la Tremouille, chap. 
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* and four other men of high rank, shall be delivered to the 

• Confederates as hostages for the punctual execution of this 
^treaty/ The instrument having been duly signed and sealed 
on the thirteenth of September, the Swiss broke up their camp ; 
and replied to the loud clamours of the Duke of Wurtemberg 
and the Imperialists, that the emperor, in not having issued 
the sums he had solemnly engaged to supply them with, had 
in fact been the first to break the contract. The King of 
England, having mis*spent much of his time at the sieges of 
Terouane and Toumay, found the season too far advanced for 
any further enterprise : and thus was France delivered from 
a danger more imminent than any it had ever been exposed 
to from foreign invasion. 

Before the close of this memorable year the confederacy Appcnzei 
received its last accession, by the incorporation of the country confederacy. 
of Appenzel, as a thirteenth canton. The conditions were 
nearly similar to those granted to Friburg, Soleure, and Shaff- 
hausen. The federal act was signed on the tenth of De- 
cember. 

The first intimation the Confederates had of the fallacy of the 
treaty of Dijon, was the discovery that the four hostages, instead 
of being men of rank, as had been stipulated, were in fact 
common inhabitants of that city, to whom spurious names had 
been ascribed, and that the Lord de Mezieres had availed him- 
self of the first opportunity that offered, to make his escape. 
Soon after they likewise learnt that the king, pretending that 
la Tremouille was not invested with full powers to accede 
to so dishonourable a treaty (by which nevertheless his 
throne had been preserved) had positively refused to ratify it. 
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CHAP. Although exasperated at this duplicity, they however, being 
jj^^^^g^ equally incensed against the emperor, who had repeatedly 
sported with their unguarded simplicity, abstained from an 
immediate renewal of hostilities ; the season moreover, ren- 
dering an expedition at this time too arduous, if not imprac- 
ticable. 
1514. The succeeding y^ar was chiefly consumed in intricate and 

subtle negotiations among the diflferent powers who were in- 
terested in the possession of Milan. The policy of Leo the 
Tenth, who was equally solicitous that neither France, tl^ 
£mperor, or Spain, should possess that important province, 
made him alternately promote di£ferent combinations among 
the contending parties, according as they appeared to him 
most expedient. Lewis, notwithstanding the indignation he 
had excited by his refusal to ratify the treaty of Dijon, yet, 
ever aware of the imp(Mrtance of the concurrence, or at least 
the neutrality of the Confederates, towards effecting his pur- 
pose in Lombardy, had recourse to the mediation of the Duke 
of Savoy, and proposed a new treaty to tlie cantons. The at- 
tempt however, proved abortive, the fulfilling of the capitula- 
tion being the only condition to which they would listen. 
Having failed in this object, he negotiated with the Emperor 
and the King of Arragon, and obtained from them a cessation 
of hostilities, which, having moreover made his peace with 
England," left him at liberty to renew his attempt upcm 

■* A Swiss embassy appeared at this time in London. Two deputies dispatched by 
the cantons> were received with much distinction^ and a negotiation was set on foot for 
an ofi^nsive alliance against France ; but King Henry hearing that FerdinaDd« bit 
father-in-law» bad made a truce with Lewis, broke off the conference.—' This is the 
third time/ said Henry, ' the old fox has deceived me.* He made a peace with Lewis^ 
^vhich was cemented by the marriage of this monarch with his sister Mary* 
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Mihm. Thus were the Swiss once more destined to be the chap. 

y 

sole defenders of the dutchy of Milan : for though^ towards - 



Ae end oi this year, they renewed their alliance with the 
pope, yet they well knew that no temporal co-operation could 
be expected from that quarter : and it was ho small discou-< 
ragement to them, when they found that the young Duke 
Maximilian had given such manifest proofs of his incompe- 
tency for the cares of government, as to incur the contempt of 
his subjects ; who moreover, complaining that the Confederates 
had drained their country of almost all its specie, and assumed 
an oppressive superiority over tliem, werefer from being well 
inclined to their cause, and much less disposed than heretofore 
to assist in repelling an invasion. 

On the first day of the succeeding year, one of the most »5»s- 
memorable in the annals of the Helvetic Confederacy, died 
Lewis the Twelfth, a victim to his tenderness and compla- 
cency to his young and lovely bride. This event however, 
did not materially affect the state of public affairs, since 
Francis the First, his successor, brought with him to the 
throne a desire no less ardent and stimulating for the. acqui- 
sition of Milan, than had incessantly goaded his predecessor. 
The French party in Swisserland, which, notwithstanding its 
unpopularity, was by no means inconsiderable, made a new 
effort to restore harmony between the two nations, but still 
unsuccessfully ; an embassy which the king offered to send 
to the cantons being refused admission, unless he would pre- 
viously ratify and execute the convention of Dijon. As this 
measure would at once have invalidated his claim upon Milan^ 
he hesitated no longer in making preparations for war ; and 
these were so formidable that, though their motive, as he al- 
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CHAP, ledged^ was merely to humble the pride of the Confederates, 
and to guard against their threatened invasion of his king- 
dom, both the Emperor and the King of Arragon took such 
umbrage at their extent, as once more induced them to apply 
to the cantons for defensive alliances. As no doubt wat? now 
entertained of the true destination of the French armament^ 
they promised to send considerable forces into Lombardy, 
to co-operate with those of the Confederates in the defence of 
Milan ; engagements which, like all the former, they brdce 
as soon as emergencies required the fulfilment of them, or 
their purposes were answered. The cantons fortified their 
passes in the Jura, and marched an army into Italy, which, 
including eighteen thousand volunteers, amounted to at least 
forty thousand men ; a force which, had it been duly supplied 
with the money that had been promised, and had not, in con- 
sequence of this default, dissensions crept in among its different 
bands, would assuredly have co.ped with all the power France 
could have brought out against it. Their leaders, among 
whom the Cardinal of Sion held a conspicuous place through-- 
out this campaign, thought it advisable to occupy the passes 
over Mount Cenis and Mount Genevre, the only roads that 
were then thought practicable between France and Italy ; and 
strong detachments were accordingly stationed at Susa and 
Pignerol, in hopes of defeating the attempt of the French mo- 
narch in its very origin. 

Francis having been informed of these preparations, and 
being well aware that no army he could bring into the field 
would be able to force the passes, defended by these hardy 
mountaineers, began to doubt the practicability of his intended 
expedition. The old and experienced Trivulci however, who 
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fhrou^hautth^eMiaraibad fbei^tBrniidy ^lored thdnatureianii chap. 
situation of thu^ dkdin r^f tttKMiqtaiwi that idiiqdesi^ th'd Daui>hiYv6 ^' 
MA^PraienbetffOTti Lcmittardj^.dppi-iMitheldn^ihat heknew 
oftaithira pa&B tbabu^^mhkk^ftlmo^yfiih endtraom difiicnlty/ 
Mb ai^3^ ni^ penetrate^;! and-stmralati^d thecixiiilation of the 
yobhg'^bnareh^ by Fepwsen^g^o him: that,ithisr deed once 
achieved^ h^ gl^ry wodd^ftaf ,9ur^s& thatrrofi ffanhibal, who 
Kad- crossed the Alps tfarodgh bfte. of its 'easiest pasKs^ and 
without a train of artiliier)^ .which he confessed might wdl be 
oorisidered. as an insiirmountable inipedin»ht in this arduous, 
enterprise. The pass he iiadicated led through? the mountams 
of Argentierre and Guillestre, between the.Oottian.and marl- 
time Alps. The king assembled his forces at Embrun. AU 
though th^ iemperor had prookised the Confederates not to 
sufier the French to raise any troops in Germany, yet above 
twenty tlKmsandXiahsquenets were seen in this Army. Three 
thousand pioneers were employed in blowing up and perfora- 
ting rocks, and cleaHng paths, which aflter all were terrific to 
beb(^ ; and even in constructing stages against the craggy 
pvecipiees. Along these the soldiers, with incredible labour, 
dragged thehr heavy cannon up to thei lofty summits, and 
with still greater xlifficulty let them down into the 0|ipo$ite 
valleys. They saw one. mountain succeeding. to another, one 
steep rising above others which had appearied insiirmoijnt-^ 
able; aiid after five days of incessant toil, at l^igth opened 
upon the plain of Saluzzo, into which they, transferred thehr 
artillery, and gradually desoebded their whole arn^y^ which 
meeting wi^ dto resistance^B]E>read rapidly to Cooi^ and Yilla^ 
Fiianca, where la Palice sairpifised and took -a det^chipepjt 
coakQiadd^ by Pro^r Cdonna. Th^Swis^ haafi^g cabled ior 

VOL. II. P 



to6 THE BISTORT OF 

CHAP, their detachmentSt and efacMUbed Turiiit the king aade hn 
^' entry into that capital en the eightwndi of Angmt, 

The Confederates, vte had withdrawn towanla NovBtn» 
perceived mw that they yftte onoe raore' decei¥ed bgr thde 
treacherous allies. The Emperor had premiaed a bo^ d£ 
cavalry^ but m^t a single man appeaned. Ferdkiend* beddea 
the aid he had promised in Italy, had engaged to invade Fraiocft 
on the side of Perpignaiii and Fontarabia ; hut no scxmer Itait 
he been assayed that Francis was mardiing his army over the 
Alps, than he disbanded the farocs he Irad coUeeted in that 
qtmrter. The moaey too that had been promised them by 
tlie Pbpe and othar alli» was witbhekt; and want, iftis'^ 
trust, and disappointment, pervading their dispirited ranks, 
they saw themselves compelled, rather than, perish i^ hunger,; 
to procure sustenance by acts of violence, which spread 
terror, and raised great clamours against them throughout tlie 
country. 

Tbe^ murmurs and disturbances in the Swisscamp did nort: 
escape >the vigilance of the Friench King and. his wary ooun^ 
sellors ; and heconeeived new hopes x>f being able to ofatairi-jdw 
object of his expedition, by the peaorful means o£ n^otiatranw 
The Diuke of Savoy, the oistomary mediator b^^een. these 
two nations, opened a confierence, in which Francia made such 
advantageous offers^ as, but for the artful inmiimtions of the 
cardinal of Ston, would probably have put an end to the vrtar. 
This crafty prelate^ who had personalty derived great advasi^ 
tages from the prosecution of the contest, found. means so to 
h-ritate- the Gonfeder^ttes of Sobwita^ Uri, and 2)ug, ^aind; 
the Trenc}f, that they not only; rafused to partieipate in the 
negotiation, but being firmly resolved to defend 'Milan^. kit 



V. 



THE HELVETIC CONrEOERACY. toy 

the ditnp and marched into that city, while the othen remained chap. 
behind, still diibioiB wiMt meaBures to pursue. 

The king, while tMii negotiation was pending, did not 
deglect to spread his arms, and to pOBsesB himself of many 
strong places rtdund him, ali which surrendered without re« 
sistance. At Norarra he recovered the train of artillery which 
had, two years before, been taken by the Swiss. He occupied 
Paria, and detachments of his army advanced to the very gates 
of MSttn. The conferences were once more renewed, under 
the auspices of the Duke of Savoy. The terms offered by 
Francis were, that Duke Maximiiian^ on surrendering Milan, 
shoukl be created Duke of Nemours, espooise a princess of the 
tY>yal Mood, and hold high and lucrative offices in France : 
that the king should punctually perform all the pecuniary con- 
ditions stipulated in the convention of Dijon, and moreover 
pay three hundred thousand crowns for the expences of this 
campaign, and a (Ike sum for the recovery of the Alpine pro*- 
vinces lateiy ceded to the cantons and the Orisons by Maxi- 
milian. This treaty having been duly ratified by the plenipo- 
tetttitf lesof each party at Galera, on the eighth of September, 
twelte thousand of the Confederates, chiefly of Berne, Friburg 
and Soleure, prepared Ibr their return, and actually proceeded 
fn th^r way hontew^rds. They re|died to the remonstrances 
of their countiyitoen, that they were weary of the treachery 
of the Italiirtsi; thAt the Viceroy of Naples, who commanded 
m army €>f allies on the Po, might long since have joined 
them> but had evidently kept at a distance, that the whole 
buMten of the war might kit upon them ; and that like a 
vulture he hovered around them, not to assist in, but to profit 
fay^the slaughter; that they were resolved not to follow the 

P2 
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CHAP, example of such fallacious friends; but having made an 
j^_^^j^ honourable peace with France;, were determined; punctually 
to observe: its conditioiysf : Jhis retrqat beipg ma^e known, 
the Spanish, Papal, and Tuscan forces, adv^nc^ along the 
Po, with a seeming intention, to protect the Milanese, but 
chiefly with a vievv, by this appearance of an intended co-ope- 
ration, to prevent the total defection of the Confijderates* 
They were followed and kept in awe by a body of Venetia^is 
commandedby^'Alyiano; but the king) fiot trusting altogether 
to this uncertain aid, took post at Marignan, a^ut nine miles 
from Milan, in order to prevent the junction of the Spaniards 
with the Confederates who had stayed behind in , the latter 
city, and had recently been joined by a fresh body of their 
countrymen from Zuric and Zug, under the commaiidof Mark 
Roust, burgomaster of Zivfic. 
Battle of The French army consisted of fifty thousand of the choicest 

troops of the kmgdom, with a numerous cavalry, and an artiU 
lery which had never yet; been eqiiialled in Italy. It was.animated 
by the presence of a ypung and beloved monarchj and led by 
the first generals of the age* "' The country about Marignan, 
was intersected by many wide and deep trenches, offering great 
impediments to an invading army. Along the most in^passable 
of these cuts, the French had rai^^d strong camiparts, behind 
which they had placed their numerous artillery, prp^eoted by the 
Lansquenets and infantry : the cavalry occupying the flanks, 
were ready to act according to emergencies. The number 

" Among these were numbered the famed constable ofBourbon> theDoke of 
Guelders at the head of io>ooo men of his black bamds, John Stuart marshy of 
Aubigny, Tremouille, Trivulci, Lautrec, la Palicej Bayard^ Montmorendj and many 
others of no less eminence for conduct as well as courage. 
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of Confederates who retnained at Milan amounted to about chap. 
twenty thousand. Their chief object was to defend the city ; 
but ttey were now in great conjmotion, many being eager to 
come to a decisive action, whilst othei^ shewed an inclination 
to follow their countrymen who had returned home. The 
cardinal, at this crisis, stepped forth, and addressing the latter, 
insisted in the most energetic tern^s, that by thus deserting 
the cause they had so publicly and, solemnly espoused, they 
would infallibly expose themselves to the imputation of perfidy 
as well as cowardice : he figured to them in glowing colours 
the glory that awaited them if they persisted in their honour- 
able purpose, after the defection of go many of their country- 
men n.. addressing thfem. all, he now. reminded them of their 
pasft successes, and particularly of their lat^ signal victory at 
Novarra ; and urged them to give another instance that their 
valour was not to be daunted by an enemy double their 
number, and ever so advantageously posted behind trenches, 
tulwarks, and a formidable artillery : he admonished them by 
no means to wait for the arrival of the allies, who would share 
in the glory of the victory, without participating in the 
dangers of the combat : he fired their indignation against the 
Lansquenets, whom at all times the Swiss held in abhorrence ; 
ak)d having thus roused all their ferocious passions, < seize your 
* pikes,' he exclaimed, * beat your drums : let us march forth 
\ to encounter an audacious foe, who, while he seeks to subdue 
*4he wcorld, must fall a victim to a prowess such as yours\ 
Many were irresistibly impelled by this forcible remonstrance, 
and without order or delay, sallied forth towards the enemy's 
camp. Others ho\vever, and at their head the Burgomaster 
Roust, still shewed an inclination to accept the treaty, and 
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CHAP, return :to ^leir mountains. The cardinal howorer^ permadled 
that if <an engagement were once b^on, these relwtant bands 
xwould not forsake their friends and countrymen in the hour 
rof peril, caused repeated messengers to ccnne to the dty end 
report the commencement of an action^ and the danger of the 
Confederates being overpowered by numbers, and cut to ptecea: 
and thus impelled^ though the day was now far spent, the whoie 
collected fiarce advanced with such rapidity, amid shouts, loud 
menaces, and mutual exhcntations, that they reached the out* 
posts of the enemy two hours before sunset. 

Having formed their array, they soon cleared the ditches^ 
and forcing the ramparte, fell upon the irst ranks of the 
Infantry with impetuous fury, and broke thetr order. Thtoi^ 
these they penetrated to the artillery, whkh bdng levelled 
too high, was (Jayed off with little efiect ; and a part of it. 
together with tvfeWe ensigns of the Lansquenets, fell into the 
hands of the assailants. But the cavalry, and the king ia 
p^^n, surrounded by a numerous band of nobles, coming to 
the assistance of the disordered ranks, the conflict became most 
obstinate and bloody. The approach of night so far from pnH 
curing a respite, rather increased the havock, which amidst a 
horrid din of arms, exulting shouts, and the cries and groans 
of the wounded and expiring, raged without intermission till 
the fourth h(mr after sun set Lassitude at length tompelled 
fl cessation ; both parties, as if by mutual consent, suspending 
their blows« and seeking to rejoin thehr standards. They were 
however all intermixed ; and many, wbo, being challeoged^ 
could not repeat the counter^sign, Mill met their doom. The 
cardinal was for a while in the midst of a party of Lansquenets ; 
but availing himself of his knowledge of die German tonguis^ 
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he escaped then^ and hastened to some h(H»es then in flames^^ chap. 

whiere several of ^e Hdivetic chiefs were deliberating on the ,■■* ,. 

next measures to be taken. Tha^ soubded a bugle horn, and 
hy this means callied together most of the Confederates who 
had been ttll now dispersed throughout the enemy's camp. 
Here th^ took some refreshmen«» which the cardioal had 
hastily procured £romt Milan^ and waited with in^tience for 
tfhe return of dery. But such was the opinion generally enter*- 
tained of the issue of thia conflict^ that swift messengers had 
before morning already hastened to distant paits^ to announce 
a complete victcxy gained by the Swissi 

The king. mean while^ and hts! generals, wmSed themselves^ 
of the obscurity of the night to make a hew and more advan* 
tageous disposition. Th^ artillery was levelled with more pre- 
cision, and the forces were collected and stationed in a manner 
better adapted to the nature of the coumiy. The king here*- 
upon laid his head on a gun carriage, and took some, rest ; bnt 
hia courtiers shuddered next morning, when they found that 
he had slept : within fifty yards of a Swiss battalion^ 

The fourteenth of September had scarce dawned, when the 
Confederates, returned to the charge mth redoubled ardor i 
but the eneny being now belter prepared, they met with a 
mudi warmer receptiott^ The ^tillery galled them severely ; 
the cavalry fell on their flaidcs, and in some places \acke in 
upon tlieir ranks* Still faMmevw they gained ground, and ex« 
pected eviery instant the palm of victory, when d'Alviano,. 
whom the king had sent for in the course of the night, arrived 
with his light horse, and fell upon their rear. They still 
struggled with these accumulated forces ; and the carnage was 
for several hours no less destructive than on the preceding 
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CHAP, night. But at length, seeing themselves. whwHy enveloped, 
S55^_a and not doubting ^at the whole army of the Venetians 
was at hand, tKey resolved to quit the field. Towards" noon 
they sounded a retreat : they gathered in a close column, plated 
their wounded in its centre, and having loaded the cannon ion 
their shoulders, marched off the field in a slow and steadjri 
pace, and with -such defiance, in. theiff< ctRintenances, that 
none of the surrounding enemy dared to pursue them, and' 
that this very defeat seemed to prove that they could never 
again be vanquished'*. They arrived at Milan before night. 
The greatest detriment they sustained in this retreat was the 
loss of a detachment, which having taken refuge in a grange, 
was burnt to death by the Venetians. On the next • day, 
though the cardinal was still conjuring them to persist in this 
destructive war, they departed, leaving fifteen hundred men in 
the castle of Milan ; and without any ilundrahce or molestation, 
withdrew into their country by the; way of Como. 

^he nunftber of skin has perhaps in' no battle been more 
variously represented than in the present)! aome writers making 
riiat of the Confederates amount totwe^Ve and even fourteen 
thousand, while othens. do not estimate it higher- than three 
thousand. The loss of the French has .been equally exag- 
gerated and under^rated. Ah eye.witnesshoweveron the part, 
of the Confederates, '* reports that the whole jiumber of slain 
did not exceed ten thousand ; and thajt it Wasni3arly iequai; on 
both sides. This is moreover oorroborajted by a muster roll of 
the Confederates after their return, by. wbich it appeared thit 

'♦ Ita tamen (Galli) victoria potltl, ut egre^ii pugnando Helv^tioa magis vicermt, 
quam 60S in posterum 'tiIIb vinbin :onirti(im c^iftiMie vinei posstf docuiiUk^ Pdid' 
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about five thousand of their countrymen had perished in the chap. 
action. All historians however, agree that few battles have * 



ever been so obstinate^ furious, and destructive. The king, 
impressed with a sense of the magnitude of the danger he had 
surmounted, ordered masses to be celebrated three successive 
days on the field of battle, and caused a chapel to be erected 
on the spot in memory of the victory : and the veteran Mar- 
shal Trivulci, discoursing on this event, ever declared that he 
had been present at eighteen pitched battles ; that all except 
this had been children's play, but that this had been a battle 
of giants. 

The immediate consequence of this victory was the re- 
duction of the whole Milanese by the arms of France. Duke 
Maximilian, having surrendered himself and the castle of 
Milan, was conducted into France, where he was treated with 
more lenity than his late father, and remained in a private 
station until his death. The king ordered great care to be 
taken of the wounded the Confederates had left behind them 
in the hospitals of Milan ; and sent to the cantons to apprize 
them that he was still willing to adhere to the treaty of Qa- 
lera. This offer was long refused by five of the cantons ; and 
various diets were held, in which the several emissaries of 
the contending parties used all their skill and endeavours 
to influence the deliberations. At length however, on the Pcace. 
twenty-ninth of November pf the succeeding year, a general 1516. 
pacification was concluded at Friburg, by which the French 
king, as Duke of Milan, ceded for ever to the cantons the 
possession of the transalpine bailiwicks, and the provinces 
of Valteline, Chiavenna, and Bormio, to the Grisons, with an 
option, however, of their surrendering the principal castles in 
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CHAP, those districts to the French king for the sum of three hun- 
- ^* dred thousand crowns : all the privileges that had ever been 
held by the Confederates in the kingdom of France, were 
revived and confirmed : the payments stipulated by the con- 
vention of Dijon were ratified, with the addition of a free gift 
of three hundred thousand crowns to the whole Helvetic body, 
and an annual subsidy of two thousand livres to each of the 
cantons, to the Valais, and to the Grison leagues. This com- 
pact was declared to be perpetual, and has in fact been the 
basis of the many leagues that have ever after been made be- 
tween the crown of France and the Helvetic confederacy : 
and thus few states can boast to have derived such impor- 
tant advantages from their most splendid victories, as the 
Swiss have, on this occasion, from a defeat. 

In this war the Swiss nation may be considered as having 
acted as principals : but after the above league we find them 
repeatedly engaged as auxiliaries with other powers, fre- 
quently appearing in the field against each other, and though 
ever esteemed the best troops in Europe, yet earning a fame 
which was usually absorbed in the glory of the sovereign or state 
in whose service they shed their blood. The Cardinal of Sion, 
who, after the battle of Marignan, had fled to Inspruck, had 
no ways abated of his inveteracy against France, and per- 
sisted with ardour in his attempts to raise fresh enemies to 
that abhorred monarchy. The emperor who, amidst nuptial 
festivities at Vienna, had in the preceding year neglected the 
fair opportunity of keeping Milan out of the hands of Francis, 
resolved now to make an attempt to wrest it from him. The 
cardinal, in his name, applied to the Confederates, and par- 
ticularly to the five cantons that had resisted the alliance with 
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France, for auxiliaries ; and actually obtained a supply of men, chap. 
whose pay it was agreed should be punctually defrayed out of 
the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand florins, which the 
King of England, who had entered into this alliance, had been 
prevailed upon to deposit at Constance for that purpose. 
Meanwhile the remaining cantons had already connived at a 
levy of ten thousand men by Francis, which force was once 
more collected for the defence of Milan, though now in favour 
of the prince, from whom they had in the preceding year en- 
deavoured to withhold it. These now appeared against their 
countrymen who had engaged in the imperial service, but no 
conflict ensued, in which the blood of the Confederates was 
shed by their own brethren. 

In consequence of a new treaty with France, concluded at 1522. 
Lucern, six years after the preceding one, a body of sixteen 
thousand Confederates joined a French army in Italy, under 
the command of the rash and arrogant Marshal de Lautrec, 
who was now contending with, and had been worsted by 
Prosper Colonna, who at the head of a body of imperial and 
papal forces, had actually driven the French out of Milan, and 
was preparing to restore that dutchy to Francis Sforza, bro- 
ther to the deposed Maximilian. Lautrec made an attempt 
to recover the capital, but being repulsed with loss, saw him- 
self reduced to the greatest dilemma. The Swiss became 
impatient for want both of their pay and sustenance, and very 
urgent for an attack, in order to extricate themselves from 
the difficulties under which they laboured. Lautrec, doubtful 
of the success of an encounter, wished rather to observe and 
harass the enemy, whose chief force was stationed at the vil- 
lage of Biccoca, a strong post about three miles from Milan. 
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CHAP. The Confederates sent their leaders to him to represent, * that 
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' their nation had, on repeated occasions, bled abundantly in 

* the service of the crown of France ; and that yet, contrary to 

* all equity and sound policy, they were now deprived not only 
^ of their stipulated pay, but even of their necessary subsist- 
^ ence : that thus neglected, it was manifest in how little esti- 

* mation both their valour and fidelity were held : that after 

* having now been many days kept in absolute want, they had 

* determined to be no longer deluded by empty promises, but 

* purposed forthwith to return to their homes : that however, 

* in order to evince to the world that they did not quit the 

* field from any apprehension of difficulty, or wish to avoid 

* an enemy, they were ready and desirous to engage the allies 

* the next morning, and on that occasion demanded the post 

* of danger ; but that on the following day they should, with- 

* out fail, proceed on their way homeward/ 

Battle of The marshal, havine no alternative left, made dispositions 

Biccoca. ^ 

for an attack on the morning of the twenty-fourth of Fe- 
bruary. It was agreed that the strong intrenchraents round 
Biccoca should be stormed by three columns, one of which, 
consisting of eight thousand Swiss, was to fall upon the artil- 
lery. These, slighting the commands of their leaders, rushed 
up, with more impetuosity than order, to the outworks of the 
enemy, and bore down every thing before them ; but having 
reached the main intrenchment, they found a ditch so wide 
and deep, and a rampart so high, that their pikes could no 
longer reach their opponents. Thus reduced to inactivity, 
the cannon made a dreadful havock among them, which soon 
proved fatal to upwards of three thousand of them, among 
whom were seventeen of their officers. Finding, after re- 
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peated attempts, that there was no possibility of forcing a chap. 
passage, and that one of the other columns had been repulsed, '■■ 

while the third had remained inactive, they at length retreated 
from the unequal conflict, and on the second day after, having 
received neither pay nor provisions, quitted the army, and 
returned to their mountains* 

Lautrec, on his return to court, never intimated the least blame 
or suspicion of the fidelity of the Confederates ; but openly 
declared that the failure at the Biccoca was solely to be as- 
cribed to the want of remittances, which, on inquiry, was 
found to be owing to an artful contrivance of the king's mo^ 
ther, who, either being in want of money for other purposes, 
or from a hatred to the sister of Lautrec, who was the king's 
mistress, had detained the sum of four hundred thousand 
crowns, which had been issued for the army in Italy. From 
this imputation however, she found means to clear herself, by 
throwing the blame upon the venerable and guiltless treasurer 
de Semblefay, who perished on the scaffold, a victim to the 
perfidy of a deceitful woman. The brave and loyal Montluc, 
who was present at this action, seems to have delineated the 
true character the Helvetic nation had now acquired, when he 
says, • the Swiss indeed are excellent warriors, but they must 

* neither want money nor provisions : they are not a people 

* to be trifled with, or to be amused with fair but empty pro- 

* mises/ '* Nor had Francis the First evidently conceived an 
opinion injurious to their fidelity, since he was ever solicitous 
to rfetain cor^iderable numbers of them in his armies, and to 
have them near him in the hour of danger ; insomuch that when, 
after the disastrous battle of Pavia, he was led across the field, 

'• Comment. T. 1. 1. i. p. 9. Ed. Par. 1617. 8vo. 
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CHAP, and shewn his Swiss guards all slain, and lying in the regular 
rank<5 that had been assigned to them near his pteson, he ob- 
served to the imperial officers who conducted him, ^ Had all 

* my troops done their duty like these brave men, I should not 

* now be your prisoner ; you would be mine.'' * The subse^ 

* quent reigns/ says Baron de Zurlauben, and he abundantly 
proves it in his ekborate military history, * have sufficiently 
^ evinced that this^ people, notwithstanding the most distressful 

* want both of pay and provisions, have yet proved inviolably 

* true to their engagements, although the princes they served 
-' were far from making good the conditions they had solemnly 
' promised to fulfil/ 

Such is the representetion of the conduct of the Confede- 
rates in this calamitous war, which may be collected from those 
of the ccMitemporary writers on whose veracity we can best 
rely. "* None of these intimate the least imputation against 
the honour and fidelity of the Swiss, much less stigmatize 
them with the opprobious charge of baseness (lachet^) and 
infidelity, with which some French authors have not hesitated 



*^ We must not, for the sake of impartiality, suppress here a passage in Guicciar- 
dini, in which he asserts that the Swiss in the battle of Pavia did not behare with thdr 
accustomed valoar« ' Git Svizzeri non corrisposono quel giorno in parte alctina al valore 
* solito a d mostrarsi da loro nell' altre battaglie/ It is not improbable that those 
who bravely fell on their posts near^the king's person, were a select band he had chosen 
for his guards. 

*■ Lauffery who professes having compiled from all contemporary writers, but more 
especially from Lewis Scbvickart, an eye-witness, who fought at Vlarigaan, and was 
killed at the Biccoca ; Paul Jovius, of v/hosc history the 15th book is well worth perus* 
ing by all who delight in circumstantial details of military operations ; Mezeray, a 
French author, who cannot be suspected of partiality towards the Swiss ; Guicciar* 
jdini, &C0 
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to blast the reputation of this artless people.'' Should they in chap. 
fact (as indeed there is great reason to suspect) have been --^^1^ 
unjustly censured, the fate of the Swiss nation must no doubt 
appear singularly unfortunate. Harassed and trampled upon 
in the earlier period of their existence by their feudal lords, 
and those to whom these lords delegated their usurped autho- 
rity ; they had no sooner, by their valour and perseverance, 
shaken off their galling yoke, but they were allured into de- 
trimental connexions, perverted from their simple manners, 
and incessantly distracted and beguiled by their deceitful 
neighbours, in whose service their blood was profusely la- 
vished. When at length, grown weary of deceit, and tena- 
cious of their rights, they refused to be any longer the dupes 
of their insidious seducers, a loud clamour is raised against 
them, and they are, without mercy or reserve, taxed with 
baseness and treachery. Nor is this all the perfidy they have 
had to endure from the ally they have ever cherished with the 
greatest cordiality ; the outrage and ingfatitude they, have 
experienced in our days from that quarter, being no doubt the 
completion of a system of extirpation, or at least oFsubjuga- 
tion, to which the French appear long since to have devoted 
this unoffending people. 

*o Gaillard Vie de Francois I.— -rAtt de verifier les Dates, Vol. I. p. 6^p 
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The Reformation. 

CHAP. Of the inconsistency of human nature no instance more 
^s^s^ striking and extravagant can perhaps be given, than that men, 
who in general are sufficiently remiss in the performance of 
their religious duties, should yet, whenever the mysteries they 
profess to believe are controverted or denied, not only most 
willingly, but often with impatient ardour, sacrifice their lives 
and fortunes in support of them ; and that the measure of their 
zeal should for the most part be proportionate to the abstruse- 
ness or fallacy of the tenets which are the fond objects of their 
bigotry. While this may be viewed as a matter of mere sur- 
prise, or perhaps commiseration, it must be seriously lamented 
that a mistaken fervour for the glory of God should at any 
time have become the cause of bloodshed, cruelty, and a va- 
riety of atrocious crimes ; and that in particular the Christian 
dispensation, the distinguishing characteristic of which is 
peace, forbearance, and good will to all, and which, among 
innumerable obstacles, rose by the patient resignation and 
heroic self-denial of its first votaries, should at any period 
have fomented and authorized cruel persecution, relentless 
war, and irreconcileable enmity. Such a period is now at 
hand» when religious dissensions unsheathed the sword, and 
gave rise to animosities and calamities, which for many years 
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perplexed and tormented a large portion of the human race ; chap. 



VI. 



and armed men against each other, who, had they been influ- 
enced by the charity which was the basis of their faith, would 
have reconciled their jarring opinions with soothing tolera- 
tion,, and left the world at peace. 

Many of the Confederates, whose reverence for the doc- 
trines they saw clearly announced in holy writ, but whose 
cold indifference for all the superstructure added by the Ro- 
man hierarchy has been above noticed, were, it might well be 
expected, foremost in adopting and promoting a reformation ; 
and, while it accorded with what they had long deemed an ap- 
proximation to truth, they were pleased to see it reduced into 
ja, doctrinal system, affording a set of precepts by which they 
.might regulate their faith and practice. Others, at the same 
time, no doubt from conviction, but perhaps more so from the 
force of habit, and the asperity induced by religious controver- 
sies, resisted with stubborn pertinacity what they esteemed a 
new-fangled innovation : and hence arose intestine troubles in 
the confederacy, which, though sufficiently calamitous, were 
not however upon the whole carried to that excess of virulence 
which stains the annals of several neighbouring states. 

The gross ignorance of the clergy, and consequently the Causes of 
still greater blindness of the laity, in the middle ages, had now tion. 
.arrived at a pitch which could no longer brave the strictures 
pf unadulterated reason, or abide the emanation of light which, 
rising fron; the east, had lately spread abroad in many parts 
of western Europe. A fond predilection for the subtilties of 
scholastic philosqphy, which, dwelling upon nice distinctions 
more than upon accurate demonstration, exercise or rather 
perplex the mind without enlightening the understanding, had 
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CHAP, absorbed the ingenuity of most men who pretended to some 
■■ distinction in the schools of erudition. Hermanus Contractus^ 
a monk of Reichenau, had, in the eleventh century, translated 
several of the works of Aristotle out of the Arabic, and, by in- 
corporating that philosophy with Christianity, may be said once 
more to have fixed a crown of thorns upon the head of the Sa- 
viour. With this chaos of sophisms, which were sanctioned by 
abundance of academical and pontifical decrees, were combined 
a pompous display of casuistical divinity, the learned lumber oF 
Duns Scotus, Thomas Acquinas, and others ; and a laborious 
study of ecclesiastical canons, the chief tendency of which was to 
confer on the Bishop of Rome the unlimited authority of an in- 
fallible vicar of Christ. This literary as well as religious despo- 
tism however, did not escape the censure and strenuous resist- 
ance of men of a different way of thinking. We have seen above 
with what freedom and intrepidity Arnold of Brescia, and his 
mystical brethren and followers, dared to animadvert upon the 
papal tyranny, and to inveigh against the profligacy of the 
men whose examples ought to have edified and instructed, 
instead of scandalizing and revolting the multitude committed 
to their spiritual guidance. Among these jarring antagonists 
appeared likewise at times a set of quaint allegorists, diffusing 
newly contrived doctrines and specious precepts, in the capti- 
vating shape of oriental tales, enigmas, and a variety of extra- 
vagant conceits. These warmed the imagination, but reason 
remained still uncultivated. The generality of the priesthood 
did not scruple to acknowledge their deficiency in the most 
elementary parts of learning. The canons of the collegiate 
church of Zuric having to notify an election to the Bishop of 
Constance, confessed that they transmitted it in the hand 
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WfitiHg of their notary, because several of them could not chap. 
write. In the examinations for holy orders it was deemed 
amply sufficient that the candidate could read, and tolerably 
comprehend what he read : ' even after the reformation had 
.n>ade some progress, the people firmly believed, and the priests 
confirmed them in the persuasion, that the bells travelled 
j^ery passion week to Rome to receive fresh baptism ; and 
that the exorcisms of priests could effectually dispel swarms 
x>f locusts, and all manner of insects. When, at an assembly 
of the clergy in the Valais, mention was made of the Bible, 
only one of the priests had ever heard of such a book : an^ 
^several, on other occasions, did not scruple to declare, that it 
would be an advantage to religion if no gospel were extant ; 
and that the study of the Greek and Hebrew languages greatly 
savoured of heresy. 

Had the clergy however, in this unpardonable state of ig- 
norance, maintained a decorum in their conversation and man- 
ners, they might still have preserved a degree of respect and in- 
fluence which would probably have somewhat retarded the pro- 
gress of the reformation. But the profligacy, even of the heads 
of the church, had arrived at a pitch which it was no longer 
possible to tolerate or palliate. Scarcely a vice can be named 
for which Innocent the Eighth, and Alexander the Sixth, were 
not notorious. Their examples, it may well be imagined, soon 
became infectious. An iniquitous attempt to impose upon the 
credulity of the people of Berne, by a pretended miracle, 1507 
though it met withxx)ndign punishment, yet left an impression 

• ' The report of the examination of Leonard Brun for priests orders, not long befora 
the reformation, was, * Bene legit, competenter cxponit et sententiat, computum ig* 
< norat, maU cantat.—* Fiat admissio.' 
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CHAP, behind it which could never be effaced. The controversy 
-i - concerning the immaculate conception of the Virgin Mary 

had been carried on with considerable acrimony, chiefly by 
the Dominicans, who maintained the negative, and the Fran- 
ciscans, who were strenuous in support of the affirmative. 
The prior of a convent of the former rule, more zealous than 
the rest in support of the opinion of his order, devised an ex- 
pedient by which he hoped to establish conviction. He found 
means to introduce himself at night into the cell of a lay bro- 
ther, a simple youth named Jetzer, and personating a soul out 
of purgatory, implored that he would rescue him, by certain 
flagellations, from his present state of expiation. The credu- 
lous youth complied, and in a second apparition the spectre 
assured him that he had succeeded. When he was thus pos- 
sessed with a persuasion of his own sanctity, the Virgin herself 
appeared to him, and enjoined him to declare that she had 
actually been conceived in sin, and that her Son was greatly 
offended with those who maintained that any but himself had 
come into the world without the stain of original depravity. The 
monks now found means to administer a strong soporific, and 
in his sleep hiflicted on him the five stigmas with which St. 
Francis, and other saints, had been dignified ; and with these 
bleeding documents of his veracity they exposed him on the 
great altar of their church. The youth, notwithstanding his 
imbecility, had yet conceived some suspicion of the deceit, 
upon which recourse was had to poison. This danger however, 
he escaped ; the whole fraud became public ; and the prior and 
three of his accomplices, being convicted before the episcopal 
court of Lausanne, suffered at the stake. 
Without dwelling on the many similar, and other yet more 
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flagrant instances of depravation, which are not disguised even chap. 
by the ecclesiastial writers of the Romish church, all men 
must feel a painful conviction when they learn, from the 
charges that were brought by the citizens of Lausanne against 
their clergy, that the priests used often, even in the churches, 
and in the midst of divine service, to strike the persons to 
whom they bore ill will, some of whom had actually died of 
their wounds : that they walked the streets at night, disguised 
in military dresses, brandishing naked swords, and insulting 
the peaceful inhabitants : and that the frequent rapes, violences, 
and insults they committed were never punished or even re- 
strained. The following are the words of the eighteenth ar- 
ticle : * we have also to complain of the canons, that they reduce 

* the profits of our town brothel, several of them carrying on 

* the traffic of prostitution in their own houses, which they 

* throw open to new comers of all descriptions.' * It is no small 
corroboration of the merited clamburs raised against the clergy, 
that their own zealous advocate arid protector, Charles the 
Fifth, publicly declared to them, that if their lives had been 
less reproachable, they would never have had to contend with 
a Martin Luther. 

Owing no doubt, in a great measure, to the taste for solid 
erudition and correct criticism, which had, towards the end of 
the fifteenth century, been gradually irttroduced into the west- 
ern parts of Europe by the learned refugees from Constanti- 
nople, and to the rapid propagation of knowledge, by means 
of the newly discovered art of printing, the instances now 



* These charges consist of twenty-three articles, and are given at length in Ruchat^s 
Hist, de la Reform, dc la Suisse, T. 1. p. xxali. They are of the year 1533. 
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CHAP, became frequent, particularly in Swisserland, of men who 

i^t^^^^ publicly, and even in the pulpit, insisted upon the necessity 

of having recourse to the holy Scriptures for the doctrines and 

precepts essential for salvation. John de Vesalia preached,' 

* that men can only be saved by the grace of God and the 

* merits of the Redeemer ; that only the word of God, and not 
^ the comment^ of the fathersj wa? to be received as the guide 
^ of our faith ;:and that all human traditions were fallacious, 

* and ought to be rejected/ Even Picusof Mirandola, one of 
the brightest ornaments of his age, but who was unwilling to 
be considered as a schismatic, publicly declared in the council 
of Lateran, that the church stood in absolute need of a reform. 
The smallest proficient in polite literature nuist be struck 
with the freedom with which Erasmus, a very undecided fa- 
vourer of the reformation, wrote ^ concerning the abuses in the 
church of Rome, and the immomlity and hypocrisy of the regu- 
lar as well as secular clergy ; whereby, at the same time that 
he was, offered a cardinaKs hat;, he drew upon himself, from the 
Sorbonne, the appellations of fool, infidel, and enemy of Christ, 
the Holy Virgin, and the saints. But above all must be here 

uiric noticed the intrepid Ulric Zwinglius of Wildenhaus, in the 

^zwinghus. district of Tockenburg, who, after pursuing his studies at 

Berne, Vienna, and Basle,' and being appointed parochial 

priest at Glaris, in more determined and unequivocal terms 

thian any of his predecessors or contemporaries, urged the ab- 

' At Worms in the year 1470. 

* Set his OoHoqaiZi Moris Encomium, Enchiridion Militis Christian!* de Eccle* 
siaste, &c. 

' At Basle he, and his friend and constant co-operator Leo Judas, studied under 
Thomas Wittembach, who was afterwards called as parish priest to bis native city of 
Bienne, and became the principal promoter of the reformation in that town. 
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s6latO necessity of investigatimg the Scriptures^ in order to chap. 
restore the church to its pristine purity. We learn from him- ^^' 
self that he began to preach the gospel in the sixteenth year 
of thib centui^y, in which year be was removed to the parish 1516. 
of Einsidien ; and though many have co-operated with him 
in the great enterprise, yet having been the first who was 
willing to be considered as a professed separatist from the 
church of Rome^ he may with reason be considered as the 
apostle of the reformation in Swisserland/ 

Ry one of those' singular combinations (^ even repugnant 
causes which abound: in history. Pope Leo the Tenth contri- 
buted most essentially, though by means diametrically oppo- 
site, to the rapid progress and final establishment of the re- 
fomtotion. The taste he encouraged for science, as well as 
for the polite arts, which, as their principles must be deduced 
from reason, cannot be cultivated without enlightening the 
understanding, had diSused such an intellectual light through- 
out the moist flourishing parts of Europe, that the orthodoxy 
of the day could no longer maintain the implicit sway it had 
till now been accustomed to assert without control. The in- 
credulity moreover which the pontiflF himself frequently be- 
trayed in his moments of relaxation, ' and the profligacy of his 
court, which could no longer be disguised or any way excused,^ 
were observed with deep concern and disapprobation, even by 
those who were well inclined to maintain the unity of the 
catholic church. 



* He was cren prior to the great Reformers in Gerroiany. 

' In his hours of recreji^ion he would admit two buffoons^ disputing before him 
concerning the immortality of the soul ; and after they had used a variety of facetious 
arguments, he often determined in favour of him who maintained the negative. * 
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CHAP. But what mostly accelerated the decline of that proud fabric, 
-■ was no doubt the imprudent use the pojie now made of the 



power he arrogated to himself to pardon the sins of the living, 
and even to absolve the dead from the punishment due to 
their transgressions. The enormous profusion of this splen- 
did pontiff, in adorning the city of Rome, in supplying the 
wants of his rapacious minions, and above all, in increasing 
the opulence of his house, had so entirely exhausted the trea- 
sures of the apostolic chamber, that none but extraordinary 
means could now be devised to supply the wants, which he 
was determined not to obviate by a due: attention to economy. 

iSV* Accordingly. Cardinal Campejus in England, Angelo Arcim- 
baldo in Germany, and Bernardino Samson, a Franciscan 
monk of Milan, in Swisserland, were empowered to distribute, 
at fixed prices, plenary indulgences for all manner of offences, 
past, present, and even in contemplation. Had these delegates 
conducted themselves witli common prudence and moderation, 
it is possible that even this preposterous stretch of apostolical 
authority might have met with too little opposition to have 
produced the schism which in a few years divided the Christian 
world, and became the cause of horrid bloodshed and desola- 
tion. Samson crossed the mountains and arrived at Uri in 

1518. the month of August: here he met with no resistance; but 
-the market was not productive. He thence proceeded to 
Schwitz. Zwinglius was at that time at Einsidlen, and pub^ 
licly declared his abhorrence of the traffic, which he repre- 
sented as an impious imposture. Samson soon abandoned this 
unpromising spot, and repaired to Zug, where he exposed his 
merchandize for sale during three successive days. Th6 con- 
course of purchasers was so great that it was with much 
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di^colty many could approach the cross at which the sacred chap. 
stores were distributed. The produce was no less considerable ^^' 
at Locern and Underwalden^ each of which was now visited 
in its turn. Berne at first shewed some reluctance to receive 
the appstolic vender ; but the emissaries whom, according to 
his practice, he had sent before him to bring over by gifts 
or ipromiaes the dtizens of some note, soon procured him a 
&VQurable admission. He displayed a sacred banner^ and 
with great solemnity celebrated high mass in the great 
church. To the poor he sold indulgences on paper, each at 
the price of two-pence : the rich bought them on vellum for 
a ^ crown ; but many; perhaps to procure absolution from sins 
of greater magnitude, paid far higher prices, even to the 
amount of five hundred ducats. Jacob de Stein, a Bernese 
captain, gave the monk a handsome grey palfrey for an indul* 
gencje^for himself, iiis whole company of soldiers, consisting of 
fiy^ibuipdred meivand all his subjects in the seigniory of Belp« 
Oa tfaeJSunday before the papal agent left thi$ city, he convened 
all the inhabitants in the great church, and there declared to 
them from the h^gh altar, • that now the souls of all the Bemers, 

* wheneter, wherev^,'and whichever way they had died, were 

* at tbat;mometft fireed noi only from the pains of purgatory^ 
' but 6veri fromtbe torments of hell ; and that they were all 
\ rteceivedinto the full beatitude of heaven/ 

He.piroQe^ed'hext through several towns in the Argau, 
and met with various success ; but he encountered a powerful 
opposition at Brehigarten,»from Henry BulHnger,* the secular 

• Thie^correspondtfit of the highly accomplished and unfortunate Jane Gray. Spc 
Bdruttts ISstw Of the Ref. T. III. p. 225. They likewise preserre in the public 
library at Zuric, an ample collection of original letters to this and other Swiss 

VOL. II. S 
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CHAP, priest of the place, wiio succeeded in preventing his admission 
into the town. Samson excommanicated this daring antago^ 



nistj and threatened to arraign hiinbefiore the diet of the^ 
cantons then ^assembled at Zuric. 

Zwinglius, Jbefore the end of this year, had beet^ by thi^ 
provost and canwaof Zuric elected ordinary preacher in tfieir 
collegiate, church ; and cm bis arrival there, on the twdrity- 
seventh of December <leclared to. them, that, ins(€(fd^^ 
preaching on the Domini^als, as iiad till then :been practised; 
he proposed to expound the Gospel of St. Matthew, not ao^ 
cording to the traditions of men, 'but conformably t6 the 
word of God. His sermons, which attracted a great ^xm- 
CQurse of people, together with the works of Martin Ltfther; 
which wore now profusely dispersed thrdughoot the north (^ 
Swisserland, chiefly by means of the press of Frobenkis tft> 
Basle, had by this time propagated in theae^paits a spirit bft 
no means favourable to the commerce Samnm bras rprdpat^ 
1519. ing to establish at Zuric.*" He came to the gatea,. but Vmb r^ 
fused admission ; till on declaring that he had matters of im- 
portance t6 communicate from the sovereign pontiff, the mai-^ 
gistrates: suffered him to 'enter. He exhibited his fidi powersr 
before the diet, desired thQj would send tio Rmne to certify 
themselves of their being genuine, and called upon tbe diet to 
censure the audacity of Bultinger. His conduct throughout the 
cantons 1^ in many instances been so reprehe&^hle, i^b^t ^n 

reformers from Hen. VIII. Bdw. VI. tnd Q^Eliz. i as alsa'inmi.Hoop0(i):(Eido<bdl, 
and many other English divines. 

' Samson> besides this resistance^, had also incurred the displeaitu^ of tlie Bishop of 
Constance^ by haidng« on entering his diocess, on^itt^ to c^nse kisicreildftfiab to be 
duly authentic^ed by the ordinary of the sec • \ :n ; - 
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those who were best inclined to the established church, knew chap. 
not how to countenance his demands. He was desired to re- . ■■■ \ , 
voke the excommunication of BuUinger, and then to leave the 
city ; and the diet wrote to the pope to request that he would 
recall this emissary. Leo complied ; liut at the same time 
sent a formal declaration to the cantons, that he had an un^ 
doubted right to distribute indulgences, and ordered them to 
believe it under pain of excommunication. 

Abundance of rc^rmers now sprung up in dii&rent parts 
of Helvetia; but in no place was the gospel preached with 
greater success than at Zuric, where Zwinglius, and his two 
ftiends and fellow-labourers, George Stehelin and Jacob Ce«- 
pormus, made such progress, t^at towards the beginning of 1520. 
the follo^ng year, upwards of two thousand of the inhabi- 
tants publicly adopted the tenets they inculcated ; and very 
soon after an edict was puUished in this city, enjoining all the 
parochial clei^ to preadb^ no doctrine Init what a>ukl be 
proved by passages ^f^riptuve. This was the first, and no 
doubt a most important ^ep, which (be reformation had now 
made, not only in this, bat in severml necghboucing cities and 
districts."^ 

■^ AUioii^ th^ many ditines, who about this time ^preaehed the iGospol ki the dJf- 
fttaua ^psM^ of Helvetia, ;the ftllo^nng irerc th«i «p^t eminent : 

Af Zmrih U. ZwtinglLus^ G, Stebclinj J. C^porinuSi J. Stumpfius. 

At Ba$U, J. Oecolampadus, W. f . Capitq, J. Luthard, W. Reublin, C. Hedio, 
C. Pellican.— At Berne, B. HaRer. 

' Ai'Shaffbausen, S. (ioffm^i S. Ho^ftneisten^At Si. GMUu, B. Buiigravav J. Va* 
dianus. — At ApenzeU J- Shurtanner, W- Klarer, J. Hess, P. Amstein. 

Af:Qeneva and Lausmne, Fr.Mmbert. — At Bienne, T. Wittenbach. 

larthe Grhonsp J. Burklw J. Salandroni, C. and J^ Bivroni. 

At Lucern, C. Schmid, O. Myconius. 

Leo Judas had succeeded Zwinglius at EinsidUn, 

It was not unusual at this time for learned men to convert their German names 

S3 
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CHAP. The higher clergy, as well as the religious orders, particularly 
^;;;ggg^gg^ the MeHciicahts, perceiving the progress of a doctrine^ which 
in the end must prove detrimental to the power and influence 
they derived from the hierarchy, began now to exert them- 
selves with the utmost vigour against the spreading danger, 
and earnestly called upon the civil power to co-operate with 
them in repelling the innovations, which they feared their ar- 
guments might not have sufficient weight to counteract. The 
bishops of Constance and Lausanne issued mandates, addressed 
to the priests and magistrates of their dioc^es, exhorting 
them firmly to adhere to the long established doctrines and 
ecclesiastical precepts, and to the ordinances of the holy 
fathers; and devoutly to pray to God forp^ace and unanimity 
in his holy church. The former also, or rather his vicar John 
Faber, wrote to the provost and chapter of Zuric, to recom- 
mend to them the strict observance of the bull of Pope Leo, 
and an edict of Charles the Fifth, a^nst Luther and the new 
doctrines ; adding, that the authors of these new doctrines 
were undoubtedly actuated by an infernal spirit. These in- 
junctions, from authorities which men had been long accus-* 
tomed to revere, were not without some effect, and soon 
called forth a vindication from Zwinglius, which under the 
title of Arcbeteles,** contained, in sixty-nine articles, the pde- 
mics of all the points in controversy between the contending 
parties. Notwithstanding this defence, the diet, which was 
now met at Lucern, issued, on the twenty-seventh of May, a 

into Greek or Latin.— Thus, the true name of Oeeolampadks was Haussthetn^ 
of Vadianus, Von Wald; of Myconius, Geishauser; of Megander, Grosman; of 
Mclancbtbon, Schwartzerdt, &c. 
'* Beginning and end. 
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decree strictly prohibitffig wh^^t. w^ now g^ijerally j^m^i-r chap. 
n^ted then^tc; firrors. To-this Zwjnglius and bis asaoci^te^ 
opposed sundry apologies andj^sti^atiQns; buj: My^Jl^^fl)^ 
controversy was carried on with niuchia^perity cm both /^id^^ 
the laity, whose respect for the mandates ,of the e^ablishefl 
church had of late been much impaired^ paid little regard, to 
^e c^dinances wbich prohibited their listening to wha^ a|>- 
peared to them a more ration^ scheno^e of religious worshi^^ 
than that which had bit)|erfp l»^en {Nrescrihed to them ^ by 
their spiritual leaders. ^ ; :f r> jc , 

The city of Geneva, wlmh m the sequejl proved oue of the Revolution 

_ , * . - * at Geneva. 

most wnspiCMous pr&motjw^s c^/.tpe.rr^tormp^ion, underjK^n? 
about this time sud) a pQliti^^lreyolutipn^as greatly faci}ii^^e4 
Its emancipation ; ffom^ t))e j^lesia^iQal sut^ectioo^ %9^(^t 
which it had long contended. When yr^ ^^^st adverted <o the ( 1032.)^ 
concerns of this city, it .v^s.con«fIej^ed.^.the ^^ropoljs of 
the second kingdom qi Burgundy:; a^nc^r^ad, by the deat^.jipf 
Robert the Third, the last Bov^reign of ths^t, realm, ^^voly,^ 
by bequest to the Emperor Coni»d the Second, and thr9i;^h 
him to the empire. We have seen, by several instances^ in 
what matnner; the embarrassed circuinstappes, and feeble go- 
v]eirnment of several succeeding emperorsf, Jiad permitted ;x^y 
of their governors in the cities and provinces to a?;ri9gfj^j|t9 
themselves an independent, and almost absolute sway-r jwhich 
they exercised under the titles of du)&es, cpunts, and prelates 
of various denominations. The b^shqps of G^eva^. of .w^^^i 
the series ascends as ;high as the fourth cqntury, .were not 
neglectful of the opportunities this relaxation of power af- 
forded them, to extend their temporal authority; and thiey 
would probably have become no less despotic than the many 
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CHAP, ecdeisksticdl prince* In Oeritiany, who derived their supre- 
^^' macy f!pOTn the same source, had not the counts of the Gene- 



ts Incessantly struggled with them for thfe superiority, aod 
in some instances mafnftained their claims^ against the inter^ 
ference both of tfter pope and emperor, who looked upon the 
prelate as the kiss ' dangerous surrogate. While the bishop 
however, chiefly prevailed in the city,. Aecolint was aMowttd 
to exert a superior dominion in the surrounding disti4c(!L 
The cit^&€*ns rflili availing tfiettiselV^fr of this contention, did 
not omit to extend the franchises which they claimed from 
the times of Charlemagne, and gradually established a mani- 
<ffpaiity, which in the etid prevailed both over the count aiid 
fetilhop. A grnnd council, <yt genwal assfcfti^jr, consisting of all 
the titizefes, a senate of twenty members, a^ tre^»«irer, aiid four 
syhdi€s at their head, arinteaily elected hy the council, oonsti- 
ttited this miagistracy, which, without aliy concomitant au-* 
tftority, regulated the police of the city,"* and had a great 
a!fa^ In the admihistrtttion of justice. In addition to all these 
hHfitig authorities, the1)ishop heti also his Vidaroe, and under 
him a Castelan, who superintended the secular affcirs of the 
stei afrtd deiwrhined ?n thfe first instance all civil actions, and 
iirhofe peeuTiar office *i<:**A;f as to cause the sentences of the ori* 
ihiiial Courts to tie exfe«Utfed. 

In so complicated and ill defined a government it may well 
be imagined that abimdiknce of doubts, difficulties, and con- 
tests' mtist have arisen. But the incongruity became far 
(1290.) greater, when towartis the end of the thirteenth century the 

■^ Theiyndics were the supreme magistrates from the setting to the rising sum 
they had the custody of the keys of the gates, and the security of the city was 
entirely committed to them. 
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Count of gavoy extortedt jErow Uj^e.biskop th^ olpw of Vifjanw, q«af. 
\tluch heflxeQM4€i<(..h3r a <l#pM^i,;\j4iQ io.lthe wquel Ijecame ^^' 
tJie 4el^{(te bp(h of the bisdvoRrjinii t^ coi^nt. Not oc^tent 
with this e;6QCiiUye,«i|oe, whiph<g^v$ diom a right tto interfere 
in various concerns of the lei^j^j^bese counts in- process of time- 
becaase also possessed lof th^ .<^nty of Genevois, which >va{^ 
pujrcbaseQl from O^j^ Viil«fl5i,'th^ jjepifp^Gnt^tivfiii^C.jtfep (^d- 
r^oe of countis/ ky Amatiil^HS -the .ElgMh, Pfx^nt;, duke^And- 
atitipope. He ;oow :(<^med thft d^slgfi, <w4>iQh hjs successn^s 
did not foil to proseowitd with ^(^^^ikt^ipgjrsf^ver^nt:^;^ to re» 
duce tfaos citijr.intQ dbsolMit^^iSlitgpet^r; la^^.in order tp obrt 
viate,<the veaistaiKe that nq^ght ks oSeve^ 1>^. thfl V'shops, hi 
va6igrequ«3tiyQi>nt]nvefitlth^iitJi4»'j4igf^y(Sho#d .be coaS^iff^-. 
<aa:yannger braiifihi^, oftt»imfm^ mi^,e\^^\\^m9^ sons^ 
o£thataspix)ing racie.. . ' / . . / /h lo ,• ;.,•, • ■ . . > 
Uad'Chatles.ldie Thirid.rthe/oigbthiipiiQP^^.^ 4^WlfHf^ 
be^nisdnterited fwitb t\ml\ig»\ mA VfMry ia;>^t^^^ j>F^reg^t|yef 
be posses^d.inithe cit^tiOfiGmi^fa, l^^>V^.^o.,^|i^^.;tl^t De 
might have Reserved them:bii»iielf» A94jMU?4#d ^hi^::4f>WjQ 
to bis posterity ; but his yfhUia.Mfk waA# s^ries^QCii^tfi^D^ta.tq 
incrdach iipdiii^ ftivi^t^§€'t,l^ oHiit^OftnHl'Av)»ich \^ ^vas 
seconded by. JBishop JohiW abastaldiof ^fayoy* '^Vlh^i; feeUe^nnd 
deformed !bothiJn> body) aftd sa\nA»:i^T:v»A^^ aU th^t the 
dakeiithonght prepeurstQidishaaK^.. Chakitei ff^equ^tly came 

into theiC^yimtkkiige[retimMftiMBd>if9si|ti»n!»6ijf^S:9f ^^ 
desporismJi.'sHe iMfiiaerAQfeerodowii^r&tt/furitied.fforQe^ seized, 
loaprlsoned/zand piitidd.d^di;(seNecabaf t)(e oiliee^ against 
whom he had conceived suspicions, and threw the whole city 
into cohstei-natipn and disirijay' B^r^H'6li4r, one of the citizens, 
seeking some refij^^,f^oflic'?l'?wteai?^?i of oppression, applied 
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CHAP, for, and readily obtained the co-burghership of Friburg;' 
* r. and availing himself of the influence this afforded hiro, found' 
means to bring about an allicUice between this and his native 
city. The friends of the duke, who stremiously resisted this 
union, were, from the servility iiflputed to them, distinguished 
by the name of Mamalukes ; whilst the advocates for liberty, 
who of course inclined to a hearer connexion with the Con^; 
federates, and no doubt to the refomoation which was gaining 
ground among them, received the appellation of Eignots.^* 
Berthelier fell a sacrifice to the vengeance of the duke, and 
has added to the numerous instances of their folly who 
think that by destroying an individual they may suppress 
a cause. The enmity ^betWeen^th^dbkie and the dtizensbroke 
out into opeil wttr, and coiuinued with alternate soceess^ 
during upwards of six years, when the latter succeeded in 
forming ^ permanent alliance* with the Camotis of Berne and 
Friburg, which proved an effeciual bar against the attempts 
of the intruding Savoyard/* What remained' df ithe Mamaluke 
faction was banished Ifohi 4hfe city, and ha^ng joined the 
nobles of Savoy, long^fter maimiaiiied an inveterate animosity 
against thbse Whom they brati(ied^^;Bvth the appellation of re*- 
vohers.-The bishop, so i^r'fiR}m resisting the prbgress of this. 
s;Hrit of independence, consulted liis own security by accept- 
ing the freedom of his city, by which means he shared in the 
protection tffR^ed by the alliance with: the two cantons. Qu£ 
the duke neither knew hoJw to' moderate bis reientmeht, not 
to abstain from hostile^ attempts; whereiq hesvy^ eageriy 

V From Ei^enossen, the Gera^an name, for Confederates. It is more than pro- 
bable that the general appellation ot Huge not $ is derived from this mutilated word.* 
^* This alliance was signed on the 20th of Febriary,- 1 Ji^ • * ^ ' ^rir . 
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teconded by his vassals both of Savoy and the Pays d6 Vaudj ^^^* 
who jdned in an assodatlon whidh, 5onie of thetti having nni ' ' 
Jioastod that they would eat up the audacious citizens by spoon^ 
ftils, obtained the appelktioft of the fraternity of the spoon. 
They incessantly hara^ed thfe <Hty ; nor were they effectually 
restramed by a( pea^e tvlrfch t^e duke was compelled, by -the 
cantons in alliance with Geneva, ttf conclude at St. Julian on thd ^si^. 
nineteenth of October. In the liitiiifcatfon of this p^ace'it was 
expressly stipulated; that if the duk6 or his nobfes should ahy 
ways infringe this coWpact he should forfeit the Payls de V^d id 
the allied cantons ; and that if Geneva should be the' aggressor, 
the'Cantons would relinquish thcfir alliance with that tity. 

Zwihgtiusi in the mean time, whosfe object it was to'tefoma ^/^S^^^^^ 
the manners of the people, as well a^ the ferr<w^ of the churchi' mation. 
had incurred much odium among the more considerable bPhiS* 
countrymen, by the severity with whifeh he inveighed against 
idlfcureign^ pensions, subsidies,* and military services, wliich he 
Mpnesented as the fatal sources of'^hd great progress that vice 
and immorality had of late made amohgthem. Neither could 
^a enrnity,.noryet the threbte, pr^imises^ 0^ baresses of Pope 
Adrian. tbeSixth^iwho had how succeeded Leo,"and who alter- 
Balely> used iidL thete means to moilerate his zitol, divert hinr 
fhnq faib. fixed purpose^iof bxpanging tbe superstitions and 

■^-'Hco'dltti Deeem^r the tst, 1521. The Cafdinalof Sioh, after having a second 
time bf^^^riTen from his ,iee 'bgf^>th0 .proscriptum of the inaoe, died also at Rome^ 
September 30, JSxa. His political intri^uesi by divertiBg him frop the duties hq pw^ 
to (lis clerical functions* were not a little conducive to^he progress of the reformation 
in S^/^serhmd. His countryman and Inveterate rival, George de Ober-Sax, died like- 
wise m banishment, at Vevay, about the year 1530. Thus do the ^nach^atKins of 
restless and ambitious men, for the most part, ultimately lead to their own detriment. 

VOL. IT. T 
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CHAP, abuses that had crept both into the church and state. He h^ 
_s— — as frequent disputations with many of the most eminent casuists 
of the established church, whicht as he generally prevailed^ 
gradually paved the way to the aboUfion of several ecdeaia&t 
tical rites of modern date. Among these the invocation of 
saintSi the worship of images, the cdibacy of priests, and tlw 
occasional abstinence from meat, were sotne of the first that 
were abrogated by sovereign authority. Baptism was or^^ 
dered to be administered !n the vulgar tongue ; permission 
was given to nuns to quit their convents and marry : some 
abbeys accepted of secularization : several priests entered into 
the state of matrimony ; and Zwinglius himself soon after 
sanctioned the practice by his own example/' Early in this 
year the celebration of mass was also abolished by authority 
of the senate : and Zuric gave evident symptoms of a speedy 
and complete separation from the mother church. 

The other cantons, which still retained their veneration for 
the ancient establishment, summoned a meeting at Lucem, at 
which resolutions were framed for reforming certain abuses ; 
but a firm purpose was declared not to stray from the pale of 
the church. Most of the articles of faith, and the canons and 
rituals, were solenmly confirmed ; but as the tendency of the 
regulations here made went chiefly to curtail the undue pro«>' 
fits of the clergy, by the restraints laid upon simony, the sale 
of indulgences, the plurality of benefices, and other pious 
' extortions, their proceedings were deemed no less heretical 
than those of the profane innovators of Zuric. Berne indivi- 
dually ventured to prohibit the concubinage of jH'iests ; and^ 
among other obnoxious decrees, they declared that * whereas 

'* He nMrricd Ann Reinhart^ a wiik>w,on the zd of Aprils 1534. 
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< men had been unduly burthened by the pope, bishops, and chap. 

^ other prelates, with heavy exactions for absolutions, roatri- mhhb 
^ monial and other licenses, and exemptions from excommuni* 
* cation, they not only placed no sort of reliance on similar 
' dispensations, but moreover were firmly of opinion that 

< whatever could be efi^tuated by money, could equally be 
' brought about without pecuniary petributions/ Notwith* 
standing these progressive steps, alternate successes were still 
obtained in several places by the Romish and the 2^higlian 
parties ; and while at Basle the people compelled the magis- 
trates to adopt the renovated doctrines, the council of Berne 
exacted implicit compliance from some of their sub^ts, who 
had by their catholic neighbours been taught to resist what 
was represented as an impious apostacy. 

While this spirit of free inquiry, and a tendency for eman- 
cipaticHi from arbitrary authority, was thus gaining ground in 
the northern parts of Swisserland, the central districts, and 
especially the four original or forest cantons, with that of 
Zug, ^ever averse, in their rustic simplicity, to all manner of 
innovation^ contmoed srtedfastly addicted to the doctrines, as 
wen as -ceremonies, which had been handed down to them by 
their fbrefathers. 

'- The'Romish clergy were not the otily antagonistswith whom Anabaptists. 
Zwiaglius and his fellow-labourers had to contend. Thomas 
Munzeri the apostle of the anabaptists, who, «(ber having, 
midei' the specious pretence of Christian humility and self- 
denial, raised great disturbances, and occasioned much Uood- 
shed in Germany, had at length been expelled from that coun« 
try, came to Basle, and as he preached a doctrine ever accept* 1525* 
able to the dissolutei and hence more numerous, part of the 

Ta 
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CHAP, inferiorclasses of society (an equality of cortdition,and the aboH- 
csss^m *^^^ ^^ ^^^ temporal authority) he soon found abundance of fol- 
Iowers,and intruded himsdf into mo3t places where the dawn of 
the reformation and of free inquiry had of late been spreading; 
Both at Basle and Zuric he, and some of his principal converts^ 
had various public conferences with Oecolanbpadus^ Zwinglius, 
and others 6f the more eminent reformer^, the issue of which 
fully authorized the magistrates to proceed with rigour against 
these daring disturbers of good order and tranquillity ^ Nor 
was there much difficulty in suppressing their dangerous in- 
novations^ since the moral conduct of the teachers was such 
as must cUsgrace every sect which, pretending to reform abuses, 
is to inconsistent as , tp. countenance^ and even encourage, all 
manner of depravity. . 
Synod at The catholiQ cantons, in the following year„ insisting on 

* 1526. the necessity of some effectual steps, in order to r^stpre peace 
and unanimity in the country^ succeeded, after various fruit- 
less attemptS5 in convening a general synod at Baden, to which 
they invited the Bishops of Constance, Basle, Lausapne^ and 
Coire, and which actually . met on the tenth of May. Zwjng- 
lius, alledging the examples of John Huss, Jeroni of ^r^gju^, 
and John Hugli who had lately been burnt as an heretip at 
landauj and beio^ m doubt sanctioned theretq by h^s supe- 
riors, refused, to appear at this assembly. Oecolampadus^ Hal* 
ler,.and most of the pcirK^jpal promoters of the refor^gat^n, 
Came without hj^s^tatipn. Much planaqur was here raised 
against th^ ini^fnperate, ^^ of those who had embraced the 
<^w doptrines : thg ardour of tshe Iconoclasts, wa^repr^^nted 
as bordering up^n sedition ; and many contrQversial tracts^ 
Written with much acrimony, were scattered among the pe^pl^ 
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6y 1x)th parties. A general re^IutfOQ ■. yffi& however, at length chap. 

V *• 



:agreed to, U|iat no i^nqvation vyhateyer should bet;alIowe4jn 
^' iqatters of j^eligipn/ Irv. what manner; this decree)* in, which 
.the catholic§,gn^tiy5e|ifMU?i(|, yK?;? ohtained^ wfll ^np| he easily 
unravelled^ sinc^^evjeral qf the cantons, particularly Bs^le aod 
St GaUen, sufFere^jthe prpte§tiflg.c|ergy to con^ii^ue; thpir 
preaching; a^d Qlaf^vaiw^pAM?§n^,l^ jOfOji^; );hinking 

th^ms^yes ^^n;l J>y th^ Vffff^: ^^^§4 ^^z .f^yp^r .9^)g^Qeral ^*^, 
toler^^ipa:;^ t,J)etfpmier jpja^^^^^^hc^wingr^t thef ^vn^ t'm9 w , 
acQQinp[]0(|9ting a^spirjlt^ th^t V^ptine Tscl^idit; (1^ p^i;ochia) 
priiBi^t^agr^jto pwcljjjthe.gq^l alternately ^p^v one Sii»nday, 
^n^.X^rf^ffj^te^r^^ flqire^afl^a great pa^t 

of . Jh§j<jri§9i^, a^ welLjij T)jHr£ft^:.ftP4j.tJbe Rh\i>eth^x s*4e4 
with.^io. ;3^rne SR^ ap Qpq^,i^j;>|^ yi{it(hin,jfcli§ w^JIs ; pipst 
of th^ sei^atoF^ tl^e p^i^oiis, ; )t,hq wbqle Tankers (3^iid> and 
m^njrof tjl^eotji^jb^i^hff^^^^^ favour q( therefor*- 

njation, |wh||^ ^hf; jf^fnainder y^fers dcftj^rnBippdiiW opppse itr 
,Thi^ nmgist^^fp .hpwwer,iinr cpns^qufpce.pf ^ Pji^blia Rebate 
^^een both partip^^jif)^ which; the pro.testing plergy had.» 
decided, /supi^riority^ on the ^^h» , of ^^lir^^ry, solemnly 1518. 
declpred it^^ favour o^tjhe ^^fm^^ipn^ and jlsav^ejd ^n order fp]r 
jit?,ye^:eptjpn fhrougbput,^h^,c^r^p.j,,Th^?;depree was readily 
-coiRplied with jby all c»cepti tlyej jgople pf Hasl^^ who, at |h^ 
ia^tig^tion of theUndeiwa^r:^,,^toq)f;4^^^ in defence of 

^tl^ir aqci^i^t 4:f(e?d, an^ rftisj^^, ai^,|pfuf fe^tipn^vs^hiph was ;i?9t 
jityjelled i^ij (the Ayayer d;j^l3fili»j]sd^n. ajppl^ forqe amqng 
-^^fi I /Ti'P^ ^^PM^V^'Vi^^^^ia^^ aftexr; made ^ separate ;^11U 
^appc^ jwith^^^^ric : a^wiitjb^jtvv^fiqfi^tpns are. henceforth t;o be 
considered as the c^^ sq^pp^tg^pf^tl^e. prpte^nt capse in 
.Wv^i^ oPFi9nffit^>J^ ^i^FiYW?:ZP^l>:l^.^ WtftOly scoe^ed, . . 



CHAf. countenftueed, and Ch^Hi^ed dt cdnvert^ wha'^ought pt^f^r 
.<aaa»£ to fecur to their pretectioti, but llke^vlse 'skit fnissionaHes 
into all parts to propagate the ddctrines A^ich they firmly 
believed tblje thfe genuine emahatton ef^thtf will of <5od. The 
dties of ShaflPhausen and Basle, and a pa^t of the cantons tf 
Claris and A^enzel, soon after accepted likewise the doctrines 
which wes*e henceforth denotniihated EiJangelkal. 
Zwingfius's Hhfterto We have sben Zwhigfites engaged m dispute with 
Sd?Luther '<^P^ a^d dfecidtftd oppohents>' bvcr'^din he fbuttd it'no ffiflP- 
'5*9- cult matter, to prevail ; but we Have next to notice his more 
arduous controversies with one Whom, though he cherished 
liim as a brother, and rev«^ 'as on6 of the first ■dhampilOnfs'bf 
true religion, lie was yetddomed ev^r after to consider %s^ 
^formidable antagonist. Theaitlifleof faifli, in which he^^^ 
tially difiered ft*om Martin Luther, was the true meaning of 
the w(»x!s used in the mstitution of theiordV Supper, the latter 
adopting them in a strict literal sense, while Zwinglius cohsl* 
dered them as ^merely symbolical. At the desire of Philip 
Landgrave of Hesse, they, in the month of September, "h^ 
a c(mference at Marburg, in the presenceof the most eminent 
divines who had separated from the church of Rome j where, 
though each persisted in his opinion, they yet parted with 
cordial assurances of -mutual regard and fViendship. How 
sincere these were on the part of Luther may be gathered from 
a declaration issued by him soon after, relating to the sacra- 
ment, in which, besides reprobathig the opinion of Zwinglius 
•with some asperity, he severely censured him for having ad- 
vanced, what he himself had once admitted, * that virtnous 
* heathens might partake of eternal solvation.' 
DissencioM - Notwithstanding the great number of conciHating sfteps that 
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had been t«ken« the mu^^lMQi>f-Uwolof ical confcienoss, and CHAPi 
the abundance :4>f pc^mtoal.diMiusiQBSithat were publialwd» oBsaHi 
tbe detaU <>f which must he sought for in the profusion oi unongt>» 

°^ *^ • cantons. 

eodeBtasUoel writei^ who ba¥e tceated on the aul^ect of th^ 
refonnatHHi. other motivei, heetdftithe purity of the doctriaes, 
gave rise ta feuds mid animooitks which couid nob he com* 
posed without an appeal to thf^ awwd. On th«rd£;ath of. an 
abbot of 3t. Q^Hh^Ht thp iitaRtQiis of Zud^ and. Claris who* 
tagether ^h Luoem und Sc^witz» had the advocacy of 
that abbey, took some steps towards its secularization, which 
greatly irritatfd; the co-Mvpfiates. The tivo latter not only 
putevevy ^l^^cleln ^e Wfiy of th^JrefoimiitiiQA within thstt 
districts) hu^ laid violent )mni» o» Sfiife of tjbe. burghers of 
Zuric whom pvivaiteconfsernS'. had bfot^ht .among tbem» and 
even caused one oi th^ preMhavs of tbsi gospel to be burnt 
alive. Their efMle^vours Qpuld not howeveTi prevent the pro-* 
gress of the, evaogelipal decti^es io: loany Of itie districts hdd 
jointly by aeveri^l cantofis, particularly in those denominated 
the free bailiwicks on theH^USS : and this defection in matttira 
c^religion raised an apprehension in the.eatboliti co^^overeigns,, 
that an alienation in poi^t.of civjl idlsgiiwiafe. would neces«« 
sarily folbw, which in the: end .must prove highly detrimental 
to their supremacy. Prompted by ntch motives of interest, tb». 
five catholic cantons" not only entered iota a. separate. and 
intimate nnion among thems^Mi^rand wdth the Vabis^fiir 
the comment defence of their cwpeotiyei territariee^ but also^ 
strengthened, themsrives by aUiaboes wilh the pope and the 

■' The ancient cantons of SchiHtz, Uri, Ukidervalden, Lucem, ahd Zug. Claris' 
and Appenzel cootioned fikowMt'tnu t« the JUtndsh chnfdt, but, being new cai^tons>'' 
ha4 lets influence if) the )»^b|i<; (^oft^i^f of t^e cocM^faq^ 
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King of Spain. /The resen^'bnl> bti^kdh^Ml' by >B(6rn« against 
the Uhclerwakiers, bn accoont lof fHe oMmiienanice the^- hii^ 
givenito: the 4Dbopfe iof Ilaslt>ag«in«t< their ^la^fji) soV^eiglH 
ph>v6d .alspi an»:add»lidnal o^uw'df 'Chmity^iwhi^ ^Sjitay^ 
itself, this year^iv«>heni^htti«enate df ^tbi^ifotltaier dahfdn ' thblight 
fit to ileftise admission to H)e ibailiJOPwhoifi tThderwdd^'had 
mit9tum44>^nted td^ihedtj^bfflad^. iZtitac joined' ih^ttrii 
opposition, Avhlle liocisrri; Ufli'^S^ihWiti, dhd-'Ziig, to<* Vigo- 
rous meafiures t6 asslst'^the^'^lly' in Mfdrb^g ^6 Appbidt-^ 
mentt <• "' •• ■- ■■''.''■■.■■■ J •.■•-. '•• - ' •-.••..- •..-• 
■ ; The report of thfese preparation^ havi>ng reached Zuric, this 
tcanton Jtnmediiately seAt -fbrcesl^o th^ ' free bailrwjfcks and 
BremgaiFteh/atid took^'po^Stession-c^ ^ afl^lyey-of Muri'. • A\\ 
tl» other ' cantons, and eveh< Beffl^; exerted f iveii' utniosti eh- 
desvours to- prevent an open ruptare'.i Zatic published a mani- 
festo, wherein it dedttred that k had oflfered an arbitration to 
liiciernjiwhiehSldd i>Mn>i«jeeted'; that the five cantons had 
teized theitdwtti of'Rappbi«#3rl:,thhtthey had'cfellfed inforeign. 
aid, and- that hence it Wi^'legally- authorized to dematiii the 
assistance of the ikh^ chtiidtis. All hopes- 'of reconciliation 
being- tktts vanishisdr. fii^e' found it necessary to provide for 
its: .own security byjstnfltigthening' its frontiers; and raised a 
body of meti to join the ^cffces of Zario, in case of- necessity. 
Hostilities. . Tliearmy of Zuric'took post on the liinth of June, near the 
cohv^htof.Cappel.' Z<vvingliu8, who was no stranger to the 
diiiof arras, having been^ present, in the'cjuality ^'bbbplafn,* 
at the battles of NoVaira and Marighan/tlesired t^ tftte^id thi& 
expedition in the same capacity, but was refused, the senate 
being unwilling to expose a life which they deemed of so mu<ih> 
consequence. He nevertheless,regardless of the denial, mounted^ 
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his steed, grasped a spear, and followed the camp. An eye- chap. 
witness wrote from this camp, * It is admirable to behold 

< what order and subordination prevails among the mul- 
* titude : the word of God is preached daily by Ulric Zwing- 

< lius, the Abbot of Cappel, the priest of Kussnacht, and many 
^ other learned divines : not an oath is pronounced, not a quar« 
*rel is heard of; we pray before and after each liieal; no 

< cards or dice are ever seen ; not a prostitute is tolerated ; we 
' sing, dance, and practise manly sports ; and are eager to 
^ encounter the pensioners.. "" 

The forces of the five can tons were at Baar^ about midway 
between Cappel and Zug. Both sides were preparing for a 
fierce encounter when the deputies <^ the iieutral caatoos, 
and even of the cities of Constance and Stra^sburg, who were 
indefatigable in their endeavours, at length succeeded to 
soften the rancour of the principal leaders in both parties. 
Oo th^ twenty-sixth of June a treaty was concluded^ in which 
it was agreed, that no one should henceforth be contrc^led in 
matters of religion ; that in the districts of joint sovereignty^ 
oach community should choosy its creed by the majority of 
votes ; that the five cantons should renounce their alliance ; 
and that Underwalden should indemnify Berne for the da-^ 
mages it had. occasioned in the affair of Hasli. Thus ended 
the first war of Cappeh But the tranquillity this peace pro-< 
cured was of short duration ; both parties being more actuated 
by the impulse of an ardent and: inflexible zeal, than by the 
dictates of sound policy or christian charity. 



* '* 2wingliut had prevailed upon his countrymen to abolish pensions ; tn example 
^ich'tbe other cantoi^, particolarljr the catholic ones, had not imitated* 
VOL. J I. U 
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CHAP. This respite, however short, proYe4 nevertheless greatly 
- conducive to the advancement of the Reformation. Numbers 



^530- of the* inhabitants of Thurgau, the Rhdnthal, and even of 
Wettingen, Rheinau, and oth4^.abl)eys declared in its favour; 
and in the canton of Soleure no less than thirty-four commu- 
nities adopted its spreading doctrines. In the city of this 
canton the proselytes were few in number, and these, having 
met in a remote house, either for worship or deliberation, a 
multitude ^ bigotted catholics assembled, seized a field piece, 
and pointed it against the dwelling. The Avoyer Wengi ar- 
rived in time to prevent the intended havock. He forced his 
way through the O'owd, placed himself before the mouth of 
the c^mnoh^and called out, ^ if you ari determined to shed the 
• blood bf your fellow citizens, you shall begin with mine/ 
Abashed and struck with admiration, the ;iealot$ withdraw ; 
and tht!ough the provident interfiirence of this generous ma- 
gistrate, the an^imdSfty betv^eeri th« two parties was for a time 
happily suspended. 

Meanwhile many synods and religious conferences wene- 
held at St* Gallen, Constance, Frauenfeld, Stein, and other 
places, at all which Zwinglius appeared in the most conspic^i- 
ous light. H^ irisited in his joumies the vassals of the abbey 
of St. Gallen in the Tockenbui^, arid brought over the great- 
est number of them i b? bis^ persuasion* All the Confederates 
who had embraced the Refi^rmatnon^ about ^he same time, en- 
tered into aU alliance wiihi the Lsandgrave of Hesse and the 
city of Strasburg ; and what mast appear singularly inconsis^ 
tent, Francis the First, who was exterminating the Hugenots 
in his kingdom by sword and faggot, desired, though in vain, 
to be admitted into this union. The landgrave was vely 
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urgent that the evangelical cantons might be received in the chap. 
league of Smalkalden, by which the protestant cause had re- . 



ceived a firm consistency ; and this would have been effected 
had not the Elector of Saxony, a zealous adherent of Luther, 
insisted that the cantons should implicitly adopt the tenets of 
that inflexible reformer- The cantons declined the offer ; and 
this schism, together with the tendency of the new doctrines 
to deprive the higher clergy of their enormous emoluments, 
were no doubt among the principal causes which prevented 
the Reformation from being more universally adopted. 

The rapid progress however, which it made in most parts of 
Swisserland called forth the spleen and resentment of those 
who preserved their attachment to the church of Rome. Th6 
five cantons in particular learnt With the utmost indignation 
that, at a diet held at Zuric on the twenty -second of May, the ijji. 
reformed cities had, against the declared opinion of Zwinglius, 
who nev^r ceased to preach and recommend forbearance, re- 
solved to break off all communication with them, and even to 
deprive them of the necessaries of life, which they derived 
from those cities. After some negotiations and fruitless at- 
tempts towards an accommodation, these cantons published 
a hostile declaration against Zuric. They fbrmed a camp at 
Zug, and sent detachments to ravage the free bailiwicks. 
Zuric was dilatory and undecided in its preparations. Zwing- 
lius, who now saw the urgency of the case, found great diffi* 
culty in persuading the senate, and Rudolph Lavater the 
military commandor, to call together the forces of the canton-. 
A small party was sertt exit to meet the enemy, whosd num- 
bers had by this time increased to upwards of eight thousand ; 
but this party was ord^ed not to hazard an engagement. On 
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CHAP, the tenth of October the senate at length ordered the great 
^ssssssR banner to be brought forth ; but instead of four thousand men, 
who were wont to acconipany it» only seven hundred inarched 
out. Zwinglius, by order of the magistrates, attended them 
as chaplain. This detachnient hastened, with all possiUe 
speed, over Mount Albis, the distant report of cannon havings 
apprized them that the least delay might prove fatal to their 
friends who had preceded them. Some, either from cowardice 
or disaffection, exclaimed, that they could not pbssibly arrive 
in time, and that they were resolved not to proceed. * As to 
^ me,' said Zwinglius, < I will, in the name of God, advance 

* and join our brave countrymen. I will either assist in rescu- 

* ing them, or perish with them.' At three in the afternoon 
the baniieif arrived at Ciappel, the whole force of Zuric con- 

- < listing now of about two thousand men. 
Battle of Early on the next morning the catholic army drew out in 

*^^ • complete armour and close array. The leaders of Zuric deli- 
berated in council whether they should abide their approach or 
withdraw, Rudolph. Gallman, of the free bailiwicks, stepped 
forward, and stamping his foot on the ground, * this,' he cried, 

* this shall be my grave. God forbid that I should ever yield 

* one single step to an enemy/ The cannonade began at jiooh : 
the Zurichers avoided its first eflfects by falling on their faces : 
they then rose, and maintained an obstinate fight for upwardif 
of two hours ; after which about three hundred of the most 
intrepid amorxg the enemies forced intd the midst of them at a 
time when they were endeavouring to form into two columns.; 
some fled instantly^ and threw the remainder into confusion. 
A person from the catholic army came among them, and per- 
iK)nating one of their own number, represented to them the 
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impossibilTty of making an efiectual stand, and exhorted them to chap» 
retire. They followed his advice» and were pursued till nighty ^^* 
with much slaughter. The triumphant foe hereupon returned 
to the field of battle, fell on their knees, thanked the holy 
virgin, and all the saints, for their victory, and concluded 
their devotions with a pater-noster^ and ave-mary : they 
then sacked the camp of the Zurichers, and with horrid im-- 
precatiohs put to death the wounded, who had been left 
l^hind. A few, less inhuman than the rest, took some of 
them prisoners, dressed their wounds, and, the night being in* 
tensely cold, chafed them near a fire. Zwinglius was among Death of 
the wounded. He had been stunned and thrown down by a ^^^ *"** 
shower of stones, and trampled upon by the fugitives and their 
pursuers : he recovered several times, but was too much ex- 
Jiausted to support himself. In his last effort he raised him- 
self cm his knees, and called out, < they may indeed kill the 
• body, .but they cannot destroy the soul;^ and then, with 
clasped hands, arid eyes uplifted to heaven, he once more fell 
backward. A catholic soldier ohservir^ his quivering lips^ 
offered to bring him a confessor, to which he nodded dissent. 
A captain of Underwalden, who came by at the moment, fired 
(With hc^y indignation against the obdurate heretic, pierced 
him through the neck. Thus fell Ulric Zwinglius ; a man 
^whom all parties allow to have possessed an herc^ spirit, a 
greater degree of moderation than fell to the share of most of 
the other reformers, uncommon sagacity, combined with pro^ 
found and extensive learning, and a refined taste: he was 
ever, averse to compulsive measures^ but at all times willing to 
hazard his life in support of his firm persua^on. His manners 
were afiiible and conciliatory ; he was a friend tocheerfubess 
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CHAP, and innocent mirth ; and though indulgent to others, yet ae- 
^3555——- verely rigid towards himself. The conquerors exulted in hi$ 
fall : they caused his body to be quartered by the hangman 
of Lucern, and to be burnt ; and lest his ashes should become 
an object of veneration to his followers, they mixed pieces of 
hog's flesh with his mangled limbs. With him fell also fifteen 
other learned divines, whom their sense of duty had brought 
into the field. Bullinger, who has given a list of all who 
perished on the part of Zuric, makes their number amount to 
five hundred and twelve. The catholics, according to some, 
lost only eighty, and to others, about two hundred men. 
Pacification* Zurfc Sent out fresh forces, which were joined by reinforce^- 
ments from Berne,Basle,ShafFhausen, and other places: buttheir 
leaders were at variance, and discipline was wanting among 
the troops. They met with fresh disasters, and the city was 
at length compelled to sue for a separate peace. A treaty was 
accordingly negotiated, and signed on the sixteenth of No- 
vember. Each party was therein confirmed in the free exer- 
cise of its religion : Zuric agreed not to afibrd any protection 
in religious matters to the joint bailiwicks ; and the indemni- 
fication the five cantons claimed for the expences of the war 
was referred to the general pacification, that still remained to 
be concluded with Berne. It was stipulated, that perfect 
unanimity and concord should be restored, and that in any 
future differences the law of arbitration should be recurred to. 
The troops of Zuric now returned to their homes ; and the 
whole burden of the war devolved upon Berne. 

The Berners, who had never carried on the war with any 
vigour, lost no time in accepting terms similar to those above 
specified. To these were added, that they should pay thiee 
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thousand cr6wns to the five cantons, for the damages they chap. 

hadoccaisioned to the abbey of Muri and some other religious ^.^Jrass 

houses ; that they should exempt Underwalden from all fur-: 

ther claims concerning the af)air of Hasli; and that the 

expences of this war, amounting to five thousand crowns, 

should be paid jointly by Berne and Zuric. This treaty, as 

well as the former one, was concluded by the mediation of the 

King of France, the Duke of Savoy, the Margrave of Baden, 

and sotne of the neutral cantons, and was signed on the 

tvienty-second of November. It is generally acknowledged, 

that had the cities unanimously persevered, and kept the field 

a few days longer, the catholics would have been compelled, 

by want of provisions, to accept any terms the former would 

have been pleased to prescribe. 

This unfortunate issue of the war greatly retarded the pro- The Pro- 
gress of the Reformation. The Abbot of St. Gallen, who, with Rcformatioii 
his nicmks, had deserted the abbey, was reinstated, and re- '^^ 
ceived from his city an indemnification often thousand florins. 
The images were replaced, and the celebration of mass was 
ne^^established at Badesi, Brerogarten, Mellingen, Rapp^swyJ^ 
and many other places of joint sovereignty : many communi- 
ties in Thurgau relapsed to the Romish confession ; and the 
catholic cantons soon after renewed their alliance with the 
bishop and republic of the Valais, Discouraged by the late 
calaknities, raind still more bewildered by the loss ci their prin- 
cipal teachers, even many of the burghera of Zuric, secretly 
relfmfmshed the doctrines they had lately embraced with 
fervor ; and this defection, which could not escape his vigi- 
lance, tievived the sanguine hopes of Ennius the pope*s nuncio, 
that this city might once mor^ be reclaimed to the papal 
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CHAP, supremacy. With a view to promote this object, by detwring 
_^i^ those who might still be inclined to counteract" it, he brought 
about an alliance between the catholic cantons, the pope, and 
the emperor; and flattered himself that, by the powerful in- 
terposition of the latter, the Reformation in Swisserland would- 
not only receive an effectual check, but perhaps be wholly- 
suppressed. His fond hopes however were disappointed by^ 
an invasion of the Turks in Hungary, which compellecE 
»S3*- Charles the Fifth to consent to a peace with the protestants, 
that he might be at liberty to protect his eastern frontiers, 
against the unexpected enemy. 

The anabaptists made fresh attempts to introduce their: 
doctrines in various parts of Swisserland ; and at Soleure the 
prevailing party, which was firmly attached to the church of 
. Rome, with a view to create dissensions among the protest- 
ants, insidiously connived at the unwearied endeaveurs of these* 
sectaries. This canton had, conformably with its treaties^ 
assisted Berne in the war of Cappel, and at its fatal termi- 
nation, the five cantons demanded that it should either pay 
gne thousand florins towards the damages they had therein, 
sustained, or consent to banish all the dissenting preachers, 
out of their city and territories. The reformed party being 
unable to prevail in favour of the former alternative, was re- 
duced to the rigorous option of either renouncing their faith, 
or abandoning their country. They rose in arms in consider- 
able numbers ; but rather than shed the blood of their fellow 
citizens, they forsook their wives, childrfen^ and property, 
withdrew voluntarily out of the city ; and being persecuted by 
the catholic, and but feebly protected by the protestant can- 
tpns, dispersed themselves in different parts of the country, and. 
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ended their days in poverty and solitude. The city, and the chap. 
whole canton, one or two villages excepted, returned to their - ^^* ^ 
conformity, and have ever since acknowledged the authority 
of the Roman pontiff. 

The canton of Berne, where the reformation had most 
firmly maintained its ground, and the canton of Friburg, which 
had ever steadfastly adhered to the church of Rome, were 
joint sovereigns over Granson, Orbe, and some other districtis 
in the Pajrs de Vaud, where various contests arose concerning 
matters of religion, which could not be terminated without 
compulsive expedients. William Farel, a native of Gap in wmiam 
T3auphin6, who had early embraced the doctrines of Zwin- ^^ ' 
glius, came, with the consent of the government of Berne, to 
preach the gospel in these parts. At Orbe, he met with vehe- 
ment resistance, chiefly from the women, who, being fascinated 
by the personal comeliness and insinuating manners of Juliani, 
a young Franciscan friar, thought his doctrines infallible, 
and were near inflicting on the reformer the treatment 
Grpheus is fabled to have experienced from the Bacchas. 
Juliani was one day inveighing in the pulpit against the mar- 
riage of priests, when one of the inhabitants, named Hollard^ 
publicly reprehending his virulence and misrepresentations, 
was assailed by the bigotted females, and it was with dif- 
ficulty he escaped the effects of their • vindictive rage. 
Berne at length obtained a joint decree, th^t both Farel 
and Juliani ^should be allowed to preach without molestation ; 
but that both should carefully aTjstain from scurrilous invec- 
tives. There are document* however extant, ^hich prove 
that even fratricide is to be numbered among thfe crimes 
that were committed at Orbe in consequence of the religious 
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CHAP, animosities which at this time agitated the inhabitants. 



VI. 



Farel proceeded next to hold out the torch of the reformation 
throughout the neighbouring country; but in many towns 
and districts held in common by Berne and Friburg, the 
gospel of peace could not prevail without many bursts of 
rancorous strife and insurrection. 
Reformation The Spirit of freedom and independence, which had been 
at eneva. introduced at Geneva by the emancipation and security the 
citizens had lately obtained, chiefly by means of the peace of 
St. Julian," had paved the way for the change that was now 
to be effected in their religious institutions. Several papers, 
reflecting upon the pope and his clergy, had been publicly 
affixed in many parts of the city, in consequence of which 
various encounters took place between the priests and the 
citizens, which did not all terminate without bloodshed. The 

1532. minds were thus disposed when Farel arrived, and was im- 
mediately conducted to a public place, and required to preach 
to an assembled multitude. One of the canons, clad in armour, 
led on a party of zealous catholics, and attempted to disperse 
the congregation ; but he lost his life in the tumult his rash- 
ness had excited, and his death caused a general commotion 

1533. in the city. Although the two parties seemed nearly of equal 
strength, yet Farel thought it expedient to quit the city : but 
he left behind him a spirit of toleration, which the clergy in 
vain endeavoured to suppress. The magistrates soon after 
permitted the printing of the Bible in the vulgar tongue ; and 
the people of the evangelical persuasion calling loudly for a 
preacher, John Guerin, a stocking weaver, a man of acknow- 
ledged piety and good repute, undertook the office, and was the 

'• Seep. 137. 
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first who, in a garden, administered the sacrament according chap. 
to the ritual prescribed in the gospel. 

Various conspiracies were now formed to assassinate the 
principal promoters of the new doctrines ; but thcfy were all' 
detected and frustrated. Two merchants of Friburg, who 
happened to be at Geneva, mediated between the parties, and 
brought about an accommodation, in which it was, among 
other things, stipulated that nothing should be taught in the 
pulpit but what could be clearly proved by passages in holy 
scripture ; a clause which effectually secured the victory to 
the reformed. Insurrections however, succeeded each other 
rapidly. One of them proved fatal to the Canon Wernli, a 
native of Friburg ; and this canton, resenting the insult, de- 
manded of the magistrates of Geneva that they should forth- 
with send for the bishop, in order to take cognizance of this 
offence. The prelate arrived, and his surrogate immediately 
caused nine or ten of the suspected delinquents to be seized : 
but the senate insisted upon their being released, alleging 
that being citizens they could only be tried by their peers. 
The bishop, highly offended at this contumacy, immediately 
withdrew, and never after held his residence in Geneva. The 
murderer of the priest was soon after sentenced to death ; but 
the episcopal commissary, not satisfied with the mpde of pro- 
ceeding, insisted upon an appeal. The syndi<is answered 
firmly, * how can there be an appeal, since we acknowledge 
* no superior?' 

The alUance between Geneva and the cantons of Berne and 
Friburg, to which that city in a great measure owed its inde- 
pendence, frequently brought its senate into most perplexing 
dilemmas.- A Dominican monk, named Furbitty, had publicly, 

Xs 
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CHAP, in the pulpit, used abusive language against the Germans, the 
' name by which the reformed were at this time distinguished 
at Geneva. Berne resented the insult, and demanded redress, 
while Friburg espoused the cause of the monk. Berne de- 
clared that if denied, they would instantly cancel their alliance : 
and Friburg gave notice, that if the senate complied, their union 
should be dissolved. A theological disputation was upon this 
ordained at Geneva, between Furbitty and Farel, which was 
followed by another insurrection, in which a poor hatter, of 
the reformed party, was killed in his shop. The syndics, sup- 
ported by a great majority of the citizens, who loudly ex- 
claimed against the machinations of the priests, proceeded 
now with vigour. They seized two of the ringleaders, one of 
whom, a shoemaker, they immediately beheaded : the other, 
named Portier, maintained that, holding an office under the 
bishop, he was amenable to none but the episcopal court ; but 
many papers having been found upon him, some signed by the 
Duke of Savoy, and others by the bishop, which clearly im- 
plicated them in a plot, to which this insurrection was to be the 
preparatory step, the senate, regardless of all the intercessions 
that were made in his favour, caused the unfortunate accomplice 
to be hanged, and Furbitty to be closely confined. A number 
of the reformed citizens, unsanctioned by the magistrates, Jed 
Farel into the Franciscan convent, where he began to preach, 
first in a room, and soon after in the church. The senate 
winked at the unauthorized proceeding : but Friburg annulled 
their league ; and by this means afibrded to Geneva a freer 
scope for the reformation, since it had no longer to pay any 
deference to the dictates of that bigotted ally. 
The bishop repaired to the Duke of Savoy at Chambery, 
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and th^e concerted with hira an. hostile attempt upon the chap. 
city, which was intended to be carried into execution on the 
thirty-first of July. The senate obtained intelligence of the 
plot, and ordered all the citizens to be under arnds the whole 
night preceding the appointed day. Those of the catholic 
party who remained in the city, found it necessary to shut 
themselves up in their houses ; and, for want df their corope^ 
ration, the project proved abortive. The bishop upon this had 
recourse to his spiritual weapons : he excommunicated near 
two hundred citizens, confiscated their property, and trans- 
ferred his episcopal seat to Gex. The senate, on account of 
this removal, declared the see vacant, and req.uired the chapter 
to elect a grand vicar and other officers, for the administration 
of the temporalities of the bishoprick. The canons knew.no 
better way of extricating themselves from this dilemma than 
by destroying the principal reformer«^ Farel, Viret, and Fro- 
ment. They called ^n for this purpose a woman who had 
already poisoned a youftg Genevan at Lyons, and who, under 
pretence^ of being at.convert, \\'as introduced as cook irjto the 
house where Farel and his friejods lodged and boarded- On 
the day when she had mixed poison in the victuals, Farel and 
Fromojit forjuiiately dined from home ; btit Viret partook of 
the ncjxious viand, and perished. The woman confessed her 
guilt, named one of the canons as her accomplice, and suffered 
the punishment due to bq heinous a crime. 

Most of the catholics, who had remained at Geneva, found 
it now eligible, to withdraw.;* and.great numbers of them took 
refuge in the episcopal Castle of Peney, about six miles from 
the city. Hence, assisted by troops from Savoy, and the 
nobility of the Chablais and the Pays de Vaud, they not only 
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ravaged the small district belonging to the republic, but fre- 
quently insulted its very gates. Berne having declared that 
they could not afford any assistance, and having none to ex- 
pect from Friburg, the senate had recourse to Francis the 
First ; who, though a bitter enemy to the protestants, yet, 
being at variance with the Duke of Savoy, willingly embraced 
what appeared to him a favourable opportunity of reducing 
the power of a neighbour, whom he had long wished to hum 
ble. The subsequent year was chiefly spent in preparations, 
during which Farel preached in most of the churches of the 
city, while the populace, with great tumult and savage exul- 
tation, removed and destroyed all the images and pictures 
that had hitherto been the objects of their devotion. On the 
twenty-seventh of August, the senate solemnly declared that 
the protestant should henceforth be considered as the esta- 
blished religion of Geneva. 

Early in the next year the Berners, authorized as they 
alleged by the duke's infraction of the treaty of -St. Julian, 
declared their intention of marching to the assistance of that 
city ; and, whether motives of patriotism preponderated over 
those of religion, or the prospect of territorial acquisitions was 
held out to them, even Friburg and the Valais were prevailed 
upon to join in the expedition. In vain did the other Confe- 
derates-endeavour to prevent the impending hostilities. The 
whole Pays de Vaud, the country of Gex, and the Chablais, 
were over-run in less than a fortnight. 

The city of Lausanne, whose bishop had, like that of Ge- 
neva, gone over to the duke, surrendered to the Berners, who 
appropriated to themselves all the rights and prerogatives of 
the see, converted the bishoprick into a college, and assigned 
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all the revenues of the religious houses to the maintenance of chap. 
hospitals, churches, and schools. The Reformation was in- 
troduced into this city, not altogether without compulsive 
means ; those of the citizens, who persisted in rejecting the 
new doctrines, being ordered to withdraw, though not without 
their [WDperty. The bishop henceforth took up his residence 
at Friburg. The conquered districts were consigned to the 
-ijovernment of bailiffe, appointed by Berne, Fribui^^ and the 
Valais. The duke, who could by no means reconcile himself to 
the loss of such important territories, lost no opportunity of re- 
newing his demands for their restitution, or attempting thenr 
recovery by force ; but all this was without effect, until the other 
confederate states interfering, a treaty was concluded, according 
to which the Chablais and the district of Gex were restored ; 
but Berne and Friburg retained the Pays de Vaud, with all 
the ecclesiastical and feudal jurisdictions thereto belonging. ^ 
Thus did this valuable and m'ost romantic province, the last 
within the natural limits of Helvetia which had not yet been 
iacorporated in the confederacy, become at length a part of 
the Helvetic body ; and this is the last territorial acquisition 
made by this unambitious people.^ The Valais retained 



^ The cession was made by Duke Etnamiel PhiKbert in tbe year 1564 ; and was* 
confinned in 1617, by Duke Charles Emanuel. This treaty has in our days been an 
object of great controversy, and has afforded a pretence to the French republic to 
espouse the cause of the disaffected in the Pays de Vaud against their legitimate soye* 
reign. See Chap. X. 

. ** The county of Gruyeres was redeemed firom the creditors of Michel, the last 
count, by the cantons of Berne and Friburg, and converted into bailiwicks dependent 
on them. This transaction happened in the year 1554; but we do not deem this a 
new acquisition to the confederacy, since the counts may be considered as having been 
previously members of the Helvetic body. 
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CHAP, nothing of its conquests ; and all that Geneva reserved in ihe 

, ., , ' ^ treaty was the prerogatives of the Vidamy, the revenues ctf 

the bishoprick, and those of the abbey of St. Victor, which 

they appropriated to the maintenance of the clergy and the 

hospital. 

Notwithstanding the formal declaration of the senate of 
Geneva in favour of the Reformation, neither its dogmas, pre- 
cepts, or ecclesiastical discipline, were as yet so^accurately de- 
fined «3 to preclude all doubt and controversy, and afford a 
rule of faith and practice, to which the people might ad- 
iiere with confidence. The eminent service of arranging an 
jobn Calvin, establishment dppear& to have been reserved for John Calvin, 
^ native of Noycm in Picardy, who, with his brother Anthony, 

J537. flying from persecution in France, came accidentally to Ge- 
neva in his way to Basle, wliere, or at Strasburg, he meant to 
establish his abode. He was detained by Farel, who perceiv- 
ing in him the transcendent mind and firmness of character 
which in these times were indispensably necessary, caused him 
to be named professor of divinity at Geneva. He attended se- 
veral theological disputations, both there and at Lausanne, 
and drew up a catechism which he proposed for general ac- 
ceptance ; but this, not agreeing precisely with the opinions 
adopted by many of the citizens, excited murmurs, in conse- 

-1538. quence of which he, Farel, and a third minister, named 
Courault, who all three had refused to administer the sacra- 
ment, both on account of this noncompliance, and the cor- 
ruption of manners which still prevailed among the people, 
were ordered to leave the city. Tlie disorders, both religious 
and civil, increasing now to a degree which those at the helm 
were no longer able to control, and the better part of the 
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citizms could not but reprobate, the ^senate and people came chap. 

VI 

to a general resolution to recal Calvin, who was accordingly ^sssssssm 
intreated to return, and to take upon him the admini^ration 
of the ecclesiastical affairs of the city. He was at Strasburg 
when he redeived this invitation. With mudi hesitation', 
and to the great regret o£ the magistrates of that city, he at 
length accepted it ; and arriving at Geneva, on the thirteenth 
of September, was received with great demonstrations of joy «54»« 
and exultation. : He now drew up a form of prayer, several 
articles of church discipline, and even various municipal r^u- 
lations, as far as they related to religion, which, together with 
an enlarged catechism, were readily accepted : and, in conjunc* 
tion with Farel and.Bullinger, he established the Confession 1549* 
of faith wliicb has since been adopted by all the protestant 
churches of Helvetia and Rhaetia. His asperity against the 
Spanish Arian, Michael Servetus, who, after he had been con- 
demned by various tribunals, took refuge at Geneva, and was 
by Calvin denounced to the magistrates, and whom, after a 
formal hearing, they condemned as an obdurate heretic, and 
sentenced to the stake, is ah incident in the life of Calvin 
which his best advocates are at a loss to extenuate. Few 
characters so moderate as Zwinglius and the mild and bene* 
volent Melancthon, are to be met with, even among the re- 
formers : nor is it to be wondered that in an age of incessant 
strife and warm debate, when, amidst the investigation of truth 
the worst passions of me|i were let loose against each other> 
even the most temperate should have yielded to a l»as in favour 
of severity, which at that tiiriemay have appeared necessary 
and meritorious, but in days more tranquil must be deemed 
rancorous and oppressive. Calvin, after having been concerned 
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CHAP, in the establiahmeat o£ many diurches in France, Germany, 
■ggsssss^ £ngland, and Poland, and having committed his flock, as 
well as pupils, to his friend and disciple Theodone Beza, closed 
1564. his indefktigable xrareer on the sixth of February; and left 
.behind hihi in the city, which had been the principal theatre 
of his exertions, a reputation, for piety, learning, and wisdom, 
which has fallen to the lot of scarcely any among his fellow 
labourers- 
Waving the merits of the reformers in a religious light, 
which come within the fnovince of ecclesiastical or polemical 
:^riters, they are no doubt entitled to the highest commenda- 
tion for the improvements in temporal matters which they 
efiected in their respective districts. They were, in feet, no 
less conspicuous as legislators, magistrates, and statesmen, 
than in the pulpit, the cathedra, or their libraries. The im- 
proved prosperity of the countries they had reformed became 
manifest. Population increased, not only by the abolition of 
the restrictions laid by the church on matrimonial engage* 
ments, but also by the many emigrants who sought refuge in 
these happy retreats, from the religious as well as civil oppres- 
sions that prevailed in other countries. Agriculture, manu- 
factures, and sciences, made a rapid progress. The reformers 
covld not have .maintaihed tl^ir ground in their numberless 
controversies with the most learned divines of the Romish 
church, had they not possessed more than common erudition 
in the classics,^ oriental literature, logic, eloquence, and in the 
rulesof sound criticism. Men 6f emii^nce in various branches 
of learning made also their appearance about this time, and 
no doubt contributed essentially to the general cultivation of 
reason. As historians of more than ordinary merit, we have to 
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name Tschudi, Stumpfius, Simler, and Bullinger : as observers chap. 
of nature, Bauhin, Zwinger, Wolf, and Conrad Gesner. Phi- ' 

losophy and the Muses were not neglected ; but their votaries 
consecrated their best labours to the altar. Even the dramas 
of RuofF and Manuel were of a Religious cast ; nor were 
any suiFered, which, while they pretended to discourage vice, 
afforded pernicious !*8^h*tif«^rtti^gU^#fld gallantry. But to 
the abolition of convents, and the restraints laid upon foreign 
services and stipends^ wbich the refdrmeri redomm^iided/aEid 
the prot€stant cantons now enforcedv liiust chiefly be ascribed 
the happy reform gradually biioughtrabout iA th^ public motels; 
which, through the He^eGli tc^tfae Bomish cjffr^yp. had; svank 
into the most loathaoine depcavity.:: Muolialso hiQst.b6^tri«« 
buted to the willingness of tide peqHe to sabmit to the austere 
regulations at this time enacted, whidi,. thobgh they savoured 
much of Spartan disciplihe, were.yet^. to the credit bf the 
Ration, hot only ordained^ but likewise punctually observed^ 
ib the pcctfe^tatit cantons j ao^df fay the iiatoral influence of ex«- 
ample, produced some amendment even atnong the catholics^ 
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CHAP. vn. 

Sequel of ike R^ormaUm. 

CHAP. " would probably have been deemed a rash presage had any 
VJ^* one, at the period we have now reached, foretold that, not- 
withstanding the bloody wars and bitter animosities which had 
prevailed during the progress of the Reformation, and which 
ultimately subsided into^ a schism that has to our days been 
kept up with no small degree of obstinacy and rancour, the 
confederacy should nevertheless have preserved all its vigour, 
and should even have maintained a permanent harmony 
among the jarring elements of which it became from this time 
composed. Yet, though the religious zeal which now fired 
the passions of men of different persuasions, incessantly 
urged them to discord and violence, and indeed established 
interests which seemed imcompatible with public tranquil- 
lity, such were the means supplied by the union for compos- 
ing those dissensions, that for upwards of two succeeding 
centuries, except a few partial contests mostly occasioned by 
pious emulation, the historian has little to commemorate con- 
cerning the public transactions of this people, unless he were 
to enter into a detail of the various alliances of their different 
states with foreign powers, and the many eminent services 
rendered by their troops to the sovereigns in whose armies 
they occasionally engaged. 



« 
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As it is not intended to swell these volumes by a circum- chap. 
stantial account of those services and those alliances^ of the ^^^" 
principal part of which copious histcnies are already in the 
hands of the public/ the sequel of this narrative will admit 
of a brevity, which it is hoped will not disappoint the English 
reader, who can no longer be equally interested in the petty 
wars of distant tribes, in which, although much energy has 
been at times displayed, yet the motives were seldom so pure 
as those which have stamped the character of heroism upon 
their earlier struggles for independence. 

Four of the cantons, and among these the two principal of 
them^ had adopted the Reformation ; * seven remained firmly 
addicted to the faith of their ancestors ; ' and two admitted 
both religions into their country as- well as their senates.* Of 
the three-and -twenty subject districts, only Morat and Gran-* 
son became wholly protestant ; sixteen retained their former 
creed, and five became mixed. Among the allies, Geneva, 
Neuchattel, Bienne, Mulhausen, and the town of St. Gallen, 
renounced the doctrines of Rome ; while the diminutive repub- 
lic of Gersau, and the abbey of Engdberg, persisted in their 
former worship. In the Grison leagues, after great disturb-^ 
ances, and many fluctuations, both creeds were at length 
admitted by public authority. The Reformation had at one 
time made considerable progress in the Valais, the Valteline, 

* Baron de Zurlauben> Hist. Milit. des Suisses au Service dc la France. Twelve 
vol. i2mo. F. Girard, Histoire Abrcgcc des Officiers Suisses qui se sont distingues 
aux Services etrangers. Three vol. 8vo. 

* ZuriCj Berne, Basle, and Shaffhausen. 

* Lucem, Schwitz, Uri, Underwalden, Zug, Friburg, and Soleure. The five first, 
being ancient cantons, generally took the lead in what concerned religious matters. 

^ Appenze) and Claris. 
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CHAP* and thiB Italian bailiwicks ; but popei'y at last prevailed ; and 
asasssis at LocarnOt those who refused to adhere to the established 
doctrines were compelled to quit the country; on which cxjca-* 
sion no less than sixty families, among whom were several of 
considerable note, withdrew to Zuric, and contributed essen- 
tially to promote both the commerce and manufactures of that 
already prosperous city. This religious separation was by no 
means, in all cases, topographical ; the inhabitants of different 
persuasions in many places living promiscuously together^ 
and many large families having divided into branches, whose 
contradictory belief and stern fanaticism have frequently 
proved the sourcse of destructive feuds and great calamities. 

1. The Boromean, or Holy League. 

1580. Cardinal Charles Boromeo Archbishop of Milan,* a prelate 

who,, with the virtues of a saint, combined the courage of a 
hero, prompted by a zeal which superseded every other con- 
sideration, rgected no expedient that appeared to him condu- 
cive towards reclaiming the Confederates to the pale of his 
church. The five old catholic cantons had already entered 
into an alliance with the Valais, not only for the protection, 
but also for the propagation of their religion ; and at the in- 
stigation of the cardinal, they formed a compact for the same 
purpose with the Bishop of Basle. Besides establishing a 
seminary at Milan for the education of the Helvetic youths of 
his persuasion, he shewed a particular solicitude that a pope^s 
nuncio should constantly reside among the Confederates ; and 
by industriously promoting a league among all the catholic 
Confederates, in which he also endeavoured to engage the 

* Canonized in the year 16 10. 
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Duke of Savoy and other neighbouring princes, he sanctioned chap. 
the fanatical abhorrence the divided people were already prone ^-—^g^ 
to entertain against each other; and this, notwithstanding 
the conciliatory spirit of the confederacy, was eventually pro- 
ductive of great misery among many of the most intolerant 
communities. 

John Francis Bonom, Bishop of Vercelli, had by this time The Pope's 
arrived in Swisserland in the character of papal nuncio. He Berne. 
liad been received with great pomp and solemnity by the seven 
catholic cantons, but was refused admittance into the Valais 
and the Grison country. The hasty steps he took in promot- 
ing the Boromean league, by introducing monastic orders for 
the purpose of making converts, and inforcing the decrees of 
the council of Trent, soon alarmed the protestant states, who 
plainly perceived that his main object was to suppress the Re- 
formation : hence when, on the tenth of December, he 
entered the gates of Berne unexpectedly with a numerous 
retinue, chiefly consisting of ecclesiastics, the whole body of 
the citizens gave evident marks of surprise and disapprobation ; 
and the magistrates, without delay, sent a deputation to repre- 
sent to him the danger to which he exposed himself in thus * 
braving an irritated multitude, and to urge the necessity of 
his immediate departure. He acquiesced, and withdrew be- 
fore night ; not however until he had experienced some insults 
from the populace. His complaints concerning this reception 
and treatment were so loud and vehement, that serious appre- 
hensions were entertained of an open rupture between Berne 
and the catholic cantons, had not the five neutral cantons in- 
terfered, and by virtue of the powers vested in them by the 
confederacy, brought about an amicable accommodation. »s*'» 
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CHAP. The nuncio having been defeated in this quarter, entered 
* — with great earnestness into the designs of Charles Emanuel 



Attempts of Duke of Savoy, who, on succeeding to his dominions, and 
Geneva. being urged by the Pope, the King of Spain, and, above all, 
the zealous Cardinal Boromeo, formed the project of recover- 
ing the provinces which had been wrested from his predeces- 
sors ; and particularly aimed to possess himself of the city of 
Geneva, whose independence the dukes at all times beheld 
with an envious and indignant eye. Preparatory to a conspi- 
racy, which was thought the easiest and most effectual method 
of achieving the intended purpose, des Plans, a native of Tho- 
non, purchased a house within aad near one of the gates of 
the city, and converted it into a place of public resort. Here 
he succeeded for a time in attracting many strangers, who 
promised to co-operate in the scheme, and engaged several 
discontented citizens in a plot to open the gate at aij appointed 
hour to the troops of Savoy, numbers of which had privately 
advanced towards the suburbs. The eighteenth of April had 
been pitched upon for the attempt ; but the treacherous design 
was discovered in time, and the original contriver met his 
• doom on a scaffold. The citizens, seeing the danger to which 
they were exposed, willingly received within their walls aux- 
iliaries from Berne, Neuchattel, and Bienne ; and gratefully 
acknowledged the assurances given them by the French king, 
of his countenance and protection against their perfidious 
neighbour. Notwithstanding all these discouragements, the 
duke still continued to tamper with the disaffected in the city, 
and to advance troops towards its ramparts ; and his general» 
Bernardin Count de Raconis, had actually planned another 
attack, in which he expected to be seconded by some of the 
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catholic Confederates. The day of the assault was fixed for chap. 
the sixteenth of July : but one of the conspirators betrayed ^mmaasm 
the project ; and though Raconis drew near at the appointed 
time, and found the gates wide open, yet, having causte to 
suspect that an ambush was prepared, he desisted from the 
enterprise, and accepted a truce. Foreign sovereigns now 
interfered, and among these even Elizabeth Queen of Eng- 
land ; and a convention was established which left the city at 
peace for a period of near twenty years. 

When the daemon of discord has once invaded a country. Dissensions 
every incident, however trifling, may be converted into a thcGrcgo- 
cause of jealousy and contention^ and foment troubles, the 4*"^*^"** 
consequences of which generally astonish even those who have 
first excited them. So trivial an object as the acceptance of the 
reformed Gregorian calendar, which was proposed about this is^%* 
time by the authority of the council of Trent, became a cause 
of serious controversy, and warm opposition. The seven 
catholic cantons admitted it without hesitation ; but the six 
others, considering the innovation as an attempt of Rome to 
encroach upon their independence, peremptorily rejected the 
ofier: and this trifling disagreement contributed not a little 
to widen the breach that had already, in a great measure, 
estranged the different cantons from each other. ^ 

• One of the principal reasons assigned by the peasants of GIaris> both protestants 
and catholics, for not adopting the new stile, wUU no doubt, appear sufficiently ludi- 
crous. At the upper extremity of the principal valley, on the frontiers of the Grison 
country, is a natural aperture in a rock, called St. Martin's Hole, through which, 
annually, on the third of March and the third of September, old style, the sun at 
noon shines on the church steeple of the village of Elms. The peasants, when the 
new calendar was offered them, rejected it unanimously and with indignation, observ- 

VOL. II. Z 
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CHAP. The death of Cardinal Boromeo, which happened soon after, 

VII 

^^sssaamm though it deprived the church of a zealous advocate, did not 
i5>4« however abate the animosities which he had long industri- 
ously fomented. His spirit survived him ; and Pope Sixtus 
the Fifth, at the instigation of the Spanish governor of Milan, 
sent the Bishop of Tricarico, with a' legatine authority, into 
the cantons. This prelate convened a catholic diet at Lucern, 
where, with the most solemn asseverations, the several depu- 
ties swore, in the name of themselves and their constituents, 
to sacrifice their lives and property in support of their mother 
church. Many, warmed by religious zeal, enlisted for the 
holy wars; and upwards of ten thousand engaged to assist 
the Kitig of France against the Hugenots. 

2. fFar of Mulbausen. 

A difference that had arisen at Mulhausen between two 
brethren, Jacob and Matthias Finninger, and some of their 
fellow citizens, concerning a copse of no great extent in the 
neighbourhood, proved the original cause of a feud which 
brought on abundance of misery and bloodshed. The two 
brethren having been cast, appealed to the cantons ; and arbi- 
trators came immediately from Zuric and Basle, who confirmed 
the sentence previously issued against them by their legal 
magistrates. Jacob, greatly incensed at what he deemed an 
unjust decree, appealed to the catholic cantons, raised a fac- 
(1581.) tion in the city, and used injurious language against the 
senate: he was imprisoned and sent into banishment; and 

ing that, should they admit it, the sun would no longer dart its rays on that steeple 
on thoie periodic days. 
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Matthias voluntarily followed bim in his exile. The catholic chap. 
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cantons warmly espoused their cause, sent d^uties to demand ■ 



the reinstatement of the two brethren, and their demand being 
rejected, they renounced their alliance with the city/ '5^6. 

The faction, which upon this arose at Mulhausen, proved 
sufficiently powerful to depose the magistracy, and to insti* 
tute a new senate. The leaders took arms out of the arsenal, 
seized on the public granaries and wine cellars, and caused 
seals to be affixed on the treasury. A criminal court was 
hereupon established, at which Matthias Finninger presided : 
upon which, most of the principal inhabitants found it advise-^ 
able to absent themselves from the city; and these fugitives, 
in their turn, laid their complaints before the protestant can-^ 
tons. Although the party which now prevailed in the city 
had thus gained a decided superiority, and was openly coun- 
tenanced by the catholic cantons ; yet those of the protestant 
persuasion, together with Claris, aware that this infraction 
of an established constitution, was a dangerous violation of the 
fundamental laws of their confederacy, determined at length, 
after having in vain tried every conciliatory expedient, smd 
endeavoured to awe the insurgents by repeated exhortations 
and menaces, to have recourse to coercive means. 

Nineteen hundred men, from Zuric, Berne, and ShafF- 
bausen, with twelve cannon, arrived on the tenth of June, be- 1587. 
fore the town ; and Lewis d'Erlach, their commander, aware 
that any delay would affi>rd time to the catholic cantons, and 
to the Archduke of Austria, who likewise favoured the re- 

^ Thc7 never after consented to itt renewal, nor to the deputies of Mulhausen 
having sufirage in the general diets : a right of being prcseot at the deliberations is 
all they could ever recover. 

z s 
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CHAP* volters, to counteract his design, resolved, aftet a fruitless 

VII. 

' summons, to venturcian immediate attack. This was effected 
on the fourteenth ; and one of the gates having been farced 
open by a petard, about one hundred of the Confederates, with 
Erlach at their head, rushed into the town, where they were 
met by the exasperated burghers, headed by their new burgo- 
masters. After a severe conflict and much bloodshed, the 
latter were nearly overpowered, when one erf the burghers 
found means to drop the portcullis in the gate. The Confe- 
derates who had entered the town were thus cut off from 
immediate succour, and in. their turn saw themselves reduced 
to the greatest extremity. They dispersed \fi hppes of escap- 
ing the fury of the citizens by concealtQent ; but many sur- 
rendered upon the usual condition of the laws of war, that 
their lives should be spared. This condition, though freely 
granted, was ill observed. The prisoners were conducted to 
a remote place behind the convent of the Unshod Friars, and 
there inhumanly butchered. The besiegers meanwhile used, 
the utmost efforts to force a way into the town, and rescue 
their, gallant brethren : they succeeded at length in breaking, 
down the portcullis with their battle axes, crowded in great 
numbers through, the gate, and spread throughout the city*. 
Erlach, who h»d beep wounded in the thigh, being now once 
more surrounded by his friends, repeatedly called out, • peace, 
* peace,' and strove with all his might to stop the carnage : 
but his efforts were vain ; the daring citizens still kept up the 
conflict. The sun was set, arid the din of arms^ the shouts of 
the conquerors, the cries of the wounded and expiring, and 
the shrieks of the women and children, added to the gloom of 
the nighty spread the utmost horror and desolation throughout 
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the city*. The burgher?, whom thfeir rash audacity had now chap* 

wholly deserted, brought out th^ir deposed burgomastei^ ^^c=^ 

Ziegler and Hartman, presented them in chains to rfie infariT 

ated assailants, and throwing aside their weapons, in the name 

of these venerably hostages, implored for mercy. The womeii 

were called upon to join their supplications: they came forth 

with tbeijc children in. their cradles, and placed them in tows 

before them, as a. b{iri*ier against the spreading havdck. Brave 

men are ever humane apd merciful. This sight softened 

the fury of the conqperors : Erlach proclaimed a cessation of 

hostilities, and wqs Jqs^antly obeyed. The two aged biirgo- 

mastersi, and the town clerjc^ who had been with theni cast 

into prison, were immiediately released; and all the citizens 

who had borne arms, many of whom were dragged out of the 

most secret recesses, were put into confinement 

On, the thirtieth of June came the deputies from Zuric, 
Berne, Claris, Basle, and Shaflfhausen, and established a court 
for the trial of the delinquents. All who appeared to Iwve 
been merely auxiliaries, among^ whom were two hundred 
Austrians, \y^re immediately released, and Suffered to depart* 
^\\e citizens were:distii]guished into tyvo. clas5es ; the ring- 
leader^, ^and those who had been evidently seduced. , Among 
the former, heavy charges were brought against two desperate 
adventurers, Dummel and Langenstein : they were con- 
victed of having fomented the sedition, aujl committed more 
^slaughter than any of the insurgents; the former was sen- 
tenced to be beheaded, and the latter, who had moreover 
committed various robberies, to be hanged* These were the 
only delinquents who suffered in the city : the rest, having 
given marks of contrition for the errors into which they ha^d 
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CHAP, suffered themsdres to be betrayed, chiefly, as they freely de* 
clared, by the Finningers, Were pardoned, and most of them 
restored to their former condition : the deposed magistrates 
were reinstated. The women, who had tak^n an active part 
in the insurrection, were assembled in the great minster, 
fiieverely reprimanded, and rigorously adnionished to attend to 
their domestic coiKerns, and not to inteifere in public affairs, 
of which'they could have no competent knowledge. After this 
the deputies, having made sbme regulations for ^the future 
security of the town, departed amidst the acclamations and 
blessings of the penitent burghers, and their families. The 
Finnlngers had withdrawn from the city before the siege; 
under pretence of going in quest of farther aid. Jacob was 
seized in the month of August, on the territories of Berne, 
and, as a disturber of the public peace, publicly beheaded. 
This siege, though trivial as to the magnitude of its object, 
has acquired considerable celebrity by the minute description 
given of it by one of the protestant ministers,* who, although 
greatly obnoxious to the insurgents, remained notwithstand- 
ing in the city, where, in the midst of the tumult and carnage, 
he was sought for in his house, but saved from destruction by 
his wife, who told the ruffians that he was gone to the market 
place to join his fellow citizens. 

$. The Stalade of Geneva. 

The deternnlined purpose oF the Princes of Savoy to gain 
possession of the most imjiortant station on their frontiers, 
had urged them to seize every opportunity which afforded the 

* David Zwinger. His. account of this disastrous event is published as a supple« 
iticnt to LaulFer's history, ' ' ' 
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least prosf^t of ^majblirtg them to niake themselves masters of chap. 
Geneva ; bat their variou3 attempts, some of which have been 
briefly noticed (and among the rest, the operation of the Bo- 
romean league, which, with other important objects, had this 
reduction likewise in view) had all of them "proved hitherto 
abortive. Under the auspices of France, treaties had lately been 
made, which had lulled the citizens into perfect security: and 
Charles Emanuel^ having been admonished by the pope to 
exert all his might against his heretical neighbours, and con<^ 
fiding in the assistance of the Spanish and Neapolitan forces 
which he had been promised, now resolved to avail himself of 
this security. Under pretence of observing the motions of the 
French Marshal de Lavardin, who had a command in these 
parts, he found mieans, without giving umbrage, to station a 
body of about two thousand men near the gates of the city ; 1602. 
and the necessary implements having been procured, the 
night between the eleventh and twelfth of December^ old 
stile, being the winter solstice, was fixed upon for scaling the 
ramparts, and reducing the 'town by surprisie. : The scaUng 
ladders had been painted black to prevent their being per-* 
ceived in the dark : they were so constructed as to fold into a 
8f»aUi compass, and to admit of being lengthened or shortened 
is occasion migiu require ; they had spikes at the lower ends, 
and rollers at the top covered with cloth, to prevent all noise 
Qfti • moving^ them. The. command of the enterprise was given 
to tlie-Sieur d^Albigny, by whom it had been originally 
planned : and the duke, confklent of success, came in person 
ever the mountains, but under an assumed name. The citizens 
had indeed received some intimation of a plot that was Hiedi* 
tating against them ; but the President Rochette had been 
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CHAP, sent by the duke a few days before, to quiet their apprehen* 
^sss^ss ^^ons by positive assurances of his peaceful and even friendly 
dispositidn. 

The troops advanced at the appointed time from la Roche, 
Bonneville, and Bonne. Brunaulieu commanded the party 
that was destined for the scalade. Father Alexander, a Scottish 
Jesuit, confessed the men at the foot of the ladders, and en- 
couraged them by promises of both temporal and eternal 
rewards. At one o'clock, after midnight, they ascended: 
two hundred reached the top of the rampart unobserved ; and 
laid themselves down, or drew up close to the houses of the 
Corraterie, waiting for the hour of four, when the general 
assault was to be given. A few walked through the streets, 
and found in all of them the most profound tranquillity. At 
about two however, a sentry, stationed at the tower of the 
mint, heard some noise in the ditch, and fired his musket 
Brunaulieu upon this, seeing himself discovered, resolved to 
anticipate the attack. He sent detachments to different parts 
of the town, and hastened with the remainder of his force to 
the new gate, which, as had been preconcerted, he proposed 
to burst open with a petard. The guard at this gate, consist* 
ing of thirteen men, fired their pieces, and concealed them* 
selves ; while one of them climbed to the top of the building, 
let down the portcullis, and thus prevented the fixing of the 
petard. The citizens being now alarmed, ran to their arms^ 
and barricaded the principal avenues. A cannon was fired 
which flanked the ditch where the ladders stood, and dashed 
most of them. to piec^. The assailants without the walls 
having mistaken the report of the cannon for the explosion of 
the petard, hastened towards the new gate^ estimating with. 
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certain confidence the: i^ch booty they were about to gain, chap; 
Being arrived at the gate, and finding it dose shut, they made ^^^' ' 
what haste they could towards the ladders ; but finding them 
unfit for use, and a second discharge of the cannon, loaded 
with grape shot, having killed some and wounded many 
others, they saw themselves compelled to a precipitate retreat. 
Those Within the city found themselves now harassed on evary 
aide : they were fired at from the windows, and-annoyed with 
Stones from the tops of the houses; and no opportunity was 
afforded them, of either offensive or defensive operations. 
About fifty of them having been felled to the ground, the re- 
mainder ran to the spot where they had fixed their ladders ; 
but finding none that could be of service, many threw 
themselves down the rampart, and dne of them falling on 
fathor Alexander, who still kept his station* in the ditch, 
severely wounded him. Thirteen of them, who could not 
prevail on themselves to hazard the dangerous leap, Mrere 
made prisoners. Cannon were immediately levelled at the 
quarters of the enemy in the suburbs at and near Plein-Pa- 
lais» and the whole of their horse and foot were, after a few 
discbarges, thrown into the utmost confusion. D'Albigny, 
greatly abashed at this disgraceful issue of his favourite enter- 
];^rtse, ordered a retreat. The troops, perishing with cold, 
and depressed by fear and disappointment, hastened towards 
Bonne, where the duke received from their own mouths the 
tidings of the foilure of the expedition. The duke, after giving 
a gentle, though not a delicate rebuke, tod'Albfgny,* instantly 
set out» and returned over the mountains. 



* Vaus apixjkii la um belli Cagaie ; wcte the words he used^ 
VOL. II. A a 
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CHAP. The thirteen Savoyards who were taken on the rampart, 

VII 

sss=ss=ss w^re immediately hanged in the city; the senate alleging, 
that, as they had not come as open enemies, but as thieves and 
assassins, in violation of existing treaties which had been con- 
firmed by solemn oaths, they had no right to be considered as 
prisoners of war. Their heads, together with those of fifty- 
four of their companions who had been found dead in the 
streets, were ranged on the rampart near the place of the 
scalade; and the bodies of all of them were cast into the 
Rhone. The whole number of the enemy that periished in 
this inglorious attempt, amounted to about two hundred. 
Seventeen Genevese were killed; and their bodies were in- 
terred with great funeral solemnity in the church of St. 
pervais : thirty were wounded, among whom was the Ex- 
syndic Fftbri, and the Sfenatoi^ Baudichon. Theodore Beza, 
who was still living, is said to have heard nothing of the 
tumult, and, to have been greatly surprised in the morning, 
when h^ was told the circumstances, and shewn the effects of 
the treachei^us attack. He had long ceased to preach ; but on 
this occasion he mounted the pulpit, and caused the hundred 
and twenty-fourth pwlm to-be sung. This psalm has ever 
^ since been clwuited; $t; the $iiniversary, which used to be cele- 
brated ^ith gr^ I solemnity^ until the republic; in our days,: 
surrendered its glory end independence. Suspicions were 
entertained against Philip JSlqndel, the junior syndic, on ac- 
count of the remissness of the guards during that awful night. 
He succeeded indeed in .clearing himself of the charge ; but 
his subsequent conduct proved that he was not a man who 
could be safely trusted. The fortifications of Geneva were 
now repaired and aqgmented ; and some auxiliaries from 
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Berne were added to the garrison. The Duke of Savoy sent chap* 
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the Count of Toumon to Berne, td extenuate the offence ; but 
^11 the answer this apologist received was, an earnest admoni- 
tion to quit the canton without delay, lest he should be in- 
sulted by the enraged multitude. All the neighbouring states, 
particularly the cantons, the King of France, and even the 
Spanish Governor of Milan, used their endeavours to bring 
about an accommodation. The neutral cantons were called 
upon to frame the treaty, which, under the name of * the mode 
*-of living,'"'' was concluded on the eleventh of July. This 1605 
treaty restored commerce and free intercourse between Savoy 
and Geneva, and stipulated, that the duke should raise no for- 
tifications, nor station any troops, within sixteen miles of the 
city." 

4: fFar of the Valteline. 

The Grison country became next the theatre of a war, which 
(religious motives being, as usual in these times, involved in 
the incentives that animated the opponents) was conducted 
with the utmost fierceness and barbarity. In a government 
purely democratical, such as the Rhastian republic was at this 
time, there will ever be either one or a few individuals of 
more than common energy, or a few pre-eminent families, or 
sets of men, who, having acquired an ascendency over the part 
of the people most prone to tumult and innovation, estajblish 



- '^ Mode de vivre. 

• '* Spon, in his history of Geneva, t. i. p, 421 — ^440, has given a very circum- 
stantial account of this memorable event, with the detail of which every Genevese 
wis familiarized in his early youth, and of which they at all times spoke with fervent 
gratitude and exultation. * , 
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CHAP, an authority whidh tlash6s with the principles, and is subvert 
^^^' sive of the very essence of a free government. Such was the 



state of the Griscm country at the time, when it becam^ an 
object of the interested views of the greatest powers of Eu- 
rope, who availed themselves of the internal feuds amofig 
the people to forward their designs, while this unhappy 
people became the victim of every unruly and destructive 
passion. 

The state of Europe at this time rendered this country and 
its dependencies, small and unimportant in themselves, an ob- 
ject of serious consequence among its mighty neighbours. 
The power of Austria had nov^ arrived at a degree of magni- 
tude, which justly alarmed all the states that were within the 
sphere of its enormous influence. The fairest parts of Europe, 
and the best half of America, acknowledged its sovereign sway ; 
and its preponderancy was still more enhanced by the coun- 
tenance of the Roman pontiff, who now began to percfeive 
the necessity of conciliating the favour, instead of braving the 
power, of the more pre-eminent among the temporal princes. 
(1540) The dutchy of Milan had, by the cession of Charles the 

Fifth, devolved to the Spanish line of his family ; and had, 
under three successive Philips, been governed by vicegerents, 
who felt themselves^ too powerfully supported to be at all times 
guided by the dictate* of honour and justice. The Venetians 
in particular, from their contiguity And comparative weakness, 
had frequent cause to complain of encroachments, which they 
were, singly, unable to resist : hence they sought the support 
of the French monarch, who had equal reason to dread the 
further aggrandizement of the Austrian power; and they 
moreover endeavoured to strengthen themselves by alliances 
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with tfte Swiss, fixHn whom they hoped to derive both occa-^ Chap. 

VII 

sional rdnforcements^ and a permanent check upon the enter- ^g—^lg— 



prises of the Governot* of Milan. On this score, a division 
soon took place between the protestant and catholic cantons, 
the former openly favouring the alliance with Venice, while the 
latter shewed a dispositicm to counteract every measure, the 
drift of which seemed detrimental to the cause of popery. 

In this stdte of affairs it was impossible that the Grisoh 
country should be long suffered to remain undisturbed. The 
Valteline, a province subject to this republic, intercepted the 
communicatioil between Milan and the Tyrol, the dominions 
of the two branches of the house of Austria which approached 
nearest to each other; and the forces^ on the other hand, 
which the Venetians proposed to draw fiom the cantons, were 
wholly shut out from their territories, unless they Were suf- 
fered to march through the Rha&tian valleys. Both parties 
hence molved to use all iheans in their power to obtain an 
ascendency ih this government ; and for this purpose, each 
had recourse to one of the factions which had long prevailed 
iri this distracted country. 

Religion had been the ostensible motive, but private interest Facrions in 
hM long since given rise to' these factions, which now began Country. 
to rage with unrelenting severity. Fope Pius the Fifth had 
by ft pontifical bull, conferred on John Planta, Baron of Ra- 
zuns, and Conrad his son. Dean ol^ the cathedral of Coire, all 
^ church lands in the Valteline and Chiavenna, ^ held by 
• improper persons.* By improper persons the bull evidently (1572) 
meant th6i protestants who had obtained possession of these 
lands, among whom were several of the Salis family and 
of their dependants^ These being loath to surrender such 
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CHAP., valuable acquisitions^ soon raised loud damours: and a diet 



VIL 



having been assembled, it was there declared that the grant was 
derogatory to the privileges of the country ; and a heavy fine 
was decreed upon any person who should attempt to enforce 
its stipulations. The contest, to which both parties industri- 
ously assigned a religious motive, now became violent and 
destructive. The baron, finding himself overpowered, with-, 
drew into the upper league ; but he was there seized and sur- 
rendered to his adversaries, who, setting aside all established^ 
forms, erected a criminal tribunal, and, by torture, endea- 
voured to extort a confession of guilt from the baron. In 
this they failed : yet, contrary even to the imperfect juris- 
prudence of those times, the court passed sentence of death, 
upon him, which, notwithstanding the urgent intercessions 
both of the Swiss cantons and of the Austrian envoy, was 
publicly executed. Others were severely fined ; and many, 
having consulted their safety by flight, were deprived of all' 
their property by confiscation. The latter laid, their com- 
plaints before the cantons, and obtained from them a deputa- 
tion, which repaired to Coire, redressed many injuries, and, 
in order to obviate for the future the effects of democratic 
despotism, caused a positive decree to be solemnly ratified, 
that no one should, without khe assent of the existing magis- 
trates, presume to assemble the communities. Public tuan^* 
quiUity wa9 thus restored ; but the animosities of the: families,: 
\yhich had given rise to tl» disturbance, were not allayed ; and: 
these have siace maintained, a riyality , which has on too many • 
occasions proved disastrous^to the peaceful inhabitants. 

Originofthe , About tlje beginning of the next century, the Ck)unt de. 

Troubies. fuentes, at that time the Spanish Governor pf Milan, instructed - 
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no doubt by the subtle ministers under whom he acted, sooirht chap. 
every means of estranging the Grisons from their amicable ■ 



intercourse with France and Venice ; and knowing the effect 
of a display of vigour upon the populace, built a strong fort 
on the confines of the Valteline, which he called by his name. 
A Spanish envoy was sent to reside at Coire, who, by every 
species of insinuation and cunning, endeavoured to bring about 
an intimate and perpetual union between the republic and the 
dutchy of Milan. A French resident, and a delegate from 
Venice, not only laboured with unremitted assiduity to defeat 
this iH'OJect; but the latter (his state being now at open 
^ar with the Ai^chduke Ferdinand of Austria) used also every 
persuasive argument to procure an alliance with the leagues^ 
which, while it might prevent the communication between 
Milan and the Tyrol, would also facilitate the approach of the 
auxiliaries, for which his senate had contracted with the can* 
tons. This event gave rise to two relentless parties, which,^ 
adder the names of the Spanish and the Venetian fectbns, 
became the caiise of dire calamities in this devoted country. 

At the head of the former were the two brethren^ Rudolph 
and Pompey Planta, two men of considerable influence and 
energy, but who were more swayed by their inveteracy against 
the.Salis family, which had espoused the Venetian canse, than 161 7. 
by motives of patriotism and rectitude. They at first prevail- 
ed ; the Venetian envoy was ordered to quit the country, and 
a criminal court was established at Coire, which proceeded in 
a summary manner against several individuals, and whole com- 
munities, who had betrayed a bids in favour of Venice; and 
even thnsatened to arraign the Bishop of Coire, who wat 
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CHAP, suspected of siding with that party^ and would have aaffered 
. ^ ^* some public injury, had not his numerous friends and depen- 
dents found means to screen him from the intended insult. 
The frantic populace assembled at Coire; but being stag*- 
gered by an unlooked for oppoaition, di^ersed on a sud- 
den, upon which their leaders found it expedient to ^uit the 
. country. 
1618. The Governor of Milan hereupon broke off all intercourse 

with the leagues, and by the distresses he thereby occasioned, 
furnished a handle for still greater animosdties, which soon 
broke out in reciprocal violence against all who either avow^ 
edly or Indirectly favoured the Spaniards. A new criminal 
court was instituted at Coire, which, after declaring a general 
toleration of religion^ sent several catholics to the scaffold, and 
particularly directed their proceedings against the two Plantaa. 
These men not appearing to their summons, were outlawed, and 
a price of one thousand crowns was. laid on each of their heads : 
to intercede for them was declared a capital offence ; to har* 
hour them, a transgression liable to a fine of one thousand 
crowns ; and should any community venture to abet them, it 
was no longer to be considered as a member of the repuUic. 
The Bishop of Coire had the misfortune to become likewise ob- 
noxious to this tribunal : he was deposed and banished ; his pri- 
vate property was confiscated ; and it was ordered that, should 
he ever return to the territories of the republic, he shovld^ 
without further procedure^ be publicly beheaded. The city of 
Coire, because it had shewa some symptoms of a predilection 
in favour of the Spanish party, was amerced in a considerable 
sum. The heads of the triumphant party hereupon sent 
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deputies to the King of France and to the cantons, to justify chap. 
their j^'oceedlngs, and received from the former the most -^ ',„ 
positive assurances of his favour and protection. 

The exiles, on the other hand, appeared on the ninth of 
November, before a general diet of the Helvetic Confederates^ 
complained of the violences exercised against th^m, and im- 
plored the interposition of the cantons. Their antagonists 
were here confronted with them ; and, after a pdtient heating 
and a long discussion, it was agreed to send a disputation to 
the leagues, to exhort them to dissolve the crimin&jl courts to 
revise its sentences, and for this purpose to grdnt safe-conducts 
to the exiles, in order to enable them to appeacttk their own 
defence. The Catholic cantons even went so fai* as ;to declare 
that, unless the sanguinary tribunal were immediately abolish-^ 
ed, they would^ without delay, adopt compulsive measures. 
This peremptory requisition was . actually complied with to- 
wards the end of the year ; but tranquttKty was far from being 
restored by the concession. . 

The Frejich envoy now also, interfered, and about the be*, 
ginning of the next year, obtained the restoration of several 1619. 
exiles. But the rage of party displayed itself now with more 
malignity than ever. *'The people/ says, one of their histo- 
rians," ' resembled a swarm of. bees newly ex;pelled from the 
*' hive, which roam wide in fear arid trepidation, and know not 
^ where to settle, or whither to fly for safety or protection.' 
The Planta faction resumed an ascendency : they came in Cpirc0 
to Coire ; and in order to retaliate the ^everitie^ that hMtt>een 
exercised against them, erected a third criminal tribunal, in 
which Rudolph took the lead. New victims were selected : 

'* Lauffer. 

VOL. II. B b 



a86 



THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. 
VII. 



Massacre in 
the Valtc. 
line. 
1620. 



a loos^ was given to the ^vage passions of the populace ; and 
the acts of cruelty that weire now practised spread a general 
consternation among the distracted people. This gave rise to 
a third, or, as it was named, • the neutral party,' which pro- 
posed a mutual amnesty, oii condition that neither a Salis, nor 
a Planta, should, during a certain period, hold any public 
office ; that no foreign pensions should be received by indivi- 
duals ; and th^t no foreign miniver be suffered to reside In 
the country. This proposal, which was adopted, served indeed 
to counterbalance, but by no means to allay the virulence of 
the two contending parties. The Salis faction raised a fourth 
criminal tribunal gt Davos, in the league of the ten jurisdic- 
tions, which, in its tum^ proceeded with^xcessive rigour, by 
tortures^, fines, and capital punkhm^ts, against the friends^ 
relations^ and dependants of the Plantas ; and no one could 
forebode ihe end of the calamities and confusion which now 
prevailed throughout the country. 

Meanwhile the rage of frantic bigotry burst out with un* 
exampled fury in the subject province of the Valteline. After 
repeated murmurs, and varbus attempts to exclude the pro* 
testants from the province, the alarm bells tolled early on the 
nineteenth of July, throughout the valley; and a carnage 
instantly began, the particulars of which have been detailed 
by a great number of writers, and have filled all Europe 
with horror and detestation. Several of the magistrates, and 
their substitutes, and numbers of the protestant clergy, were 
butchered with the most remorseless and inhuman barbarity. 
Sixty persons Were murdered at Tirano : at Teglio the assas- 
sins, after having put to death a minister in the pulpit, and a 
great part of his congregation, demolished the church : at 
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Sondrio they stormed the palace in which the governor re* chaf. 
sided^ and dragged him and his family into the Engadine^ ssssss 
telling him that they would no longer submit to the sway of 
heretics : the houses of all the protestants were pillaged and 
demolished^ A butcher boasted that he had in one day 
slaughtered eighteen helpless victims. A protestant woman^ 
whoj with her infant daughter, had taken refuge in this coun* 
try from the persecutions in Italy^ was assailed by a band of 
merciless ruffians, and ordered to abjure her faith ; but she» 
clasping her child in her arms, firmly refused to yield com- 
pliance : the monsters strove to tear the child from her, but 
she, pressing it still dosejr to her bosom, boldly bid them defi- 
ance ; finding they could not prevail, they stabbed her to the 
heart, and mangled her lifeless corps. The peasants, in hopes 
of exempting themselves from the future payment of their duesj 
were particularly hostile to their lords, landlords, and credi- 
tors^ they pursued, like game> the unhappy fugitives, who 
sought refuge in the mountains, woods, and remote caverns: 
they hurled many of them, with their wives and innocent 
children, down the steep precipices, and many they cast into 
the rivers and toirents ; many perished by the hands of their 
own brethren and nearest kiqstpefn, who cpveted their pro- 
perty. The horrors of this, and many • subsequent days of 
havock and dismay, are too shocking to be dwelt upon any 
longer than the testimony of history absolutely requires/' 
The Duke of Feria, at this time governor of Milan, never 

" Among the great number of accounts of this horrid carnage, which have been 
published in most languages* the English reader will find an ample detail at the end 
of the third volume of Fox*s Book of Martyrs, in which most of the names of the 
assasiins, and of their vktimt, are recorded, 
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•ftllA?. cltered himself from the imputatien of having abetted this 
'Sssssss^ ditefedfuKfconspiracy. - 

Progress The ef<rHs 6f civ^I diicord \iaving by this time arrived at a 

Troubles* pitch that Seemed no longer supportable, a diet, which met^t 
Goire, aj>plied to most of the neighbouring states to lend their 
aid towards quelling the fatal disturbances : but Austria, the 
icathblib cintbns, atid even France, which on few other occa- 
irions ^cwfed io much solicitude m favour of orthodoxy , under 
pretence of maintaining the cause of their religion, were deaf 
to all entteaties ; and even when Berne and Zuric at length 
resolved to send tv^o regiments to assist in restoring the tran- 
quillity of the leagues, the catholic Gonfederatcfs Used vbJent 
means to impede the march of these auxiliaries. In this how- 
ever, their views were frustrated, these forces having taken^ a 
circuitous route through the province of Tbekenburg, where 
no one attempted to obstruct theiir passage. On the twenty- 
second of August, the regiments, together With numferou^ 
bands of the natives, entered the Valteline, and' the insurgents, 
immediately dispersed : and even the Spaniards, after various 
and bloody conflicts, evacuated the valley. The Grisons, un- 
der various pretences, withdrew soon after to their homes;: 
and the Swiss auxiliaries returned over the mountains, and 
pitched their tents below Coire. 

The Venetians, ever dreading the progress of the Spanfeh 
arms, prevailed upon France to interpose its influence towards 
preventing any further ^icouragement'frohi being given 't(>the 
rebels of the Yalteline by the government of Milan. They 
actually succeeded in detaching that monarch from the formi- 
dable coalition ; and his envoy Gueffier once more made his ap- 
pearance at Ck>ire : but the catholic.camoBfii on^the other hand^ 
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openly favoured the adverse party, which, espedally in the char 
upper or Grey League, consisting chiefly of zealous adherents to ^ssssssm 
the Romish church, had a decided superiority : they even sent 
them auxiliaries ; and thus were Ckmfederates now seen in 
arms against Confederates. Another mediating party,, under 
the name of * the true hearted/ arose, and boastetf of be- 
ing able to accommodate all difierences. Their first act, 
by no means a conciliatory one, was to denounce Pompey 
Planta as the principal cause of all the calamities that had of 
late befallen their country, to raise a force, and to assail 
him in his castle at Riedberg, where they caused him to be 
a^assinated. This party was countenanced by Gueffier, and 
joined by the people of Engadine ; and the catholic Confede- 
rates, seeing that their presence could no longer avail the cause 
they had espoused, evacuated the country. 

At length, through the mediation of France, a treaty was Treaty of 
concluded at Madrid on the twenty-fifth of April,, according 1621. 
to which the Grison leagues were to be reinstated in theftdt 
possession of the Valteline. *^ But so far was Spain from being 
sincere in this stipulation, that, under pretence of assisting the 
Duke of Savoy against Geneva, it sent additional forces into 
the Milanese, and particularly strengthened its posts towards, 
the Alps. None of the partiies considered themselves bound 
by the treaty. The Grisons assembled' a diet in the month of 
September, where it was agreed that each, league should raise 
a body of four thousand men to defend the country against 
all foreign invasion: not one half of the number, however, 

^ The negotiations of the Marshal de Bassompiore on this .and a subsequent occa^ 
sion, were published by his secretary Claude Malleville, under the title of < Ambassade 
' en Espagne en i6ai, et en Suisse en 1625.' Two volumes, 8vq. 
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CHAP, appeared in arms; and even these^ after a few skirmishes, 
found then^elves compelled, by want of money, provisions, 
and discipline, to disperse, Th0 Austrians now advanced into 
theEngadine: the Spani^d^ todk Chiavenna: flames were 
seen rising, and shridcs and lamentations were heard on every 
side. Baldiron, the Austrian general, after having subdued 
the Prettigau, and taken the oath of allegiance from its inha- 
bitants, entered Coire, with Rudolph Planta by his side. 
C(mipulsion restored a temporary and sullen tranquillity ; but 
numbers, weary of incessant alarms, and the malignity of 
party rage, crossed the most dangerous precipices in search of 
that quiet, which they despaired of ever seeing restored to their 
unhappy country. 

The deplorable state of this distracted people was at length 
taken into serious consideration at a general diet of the 
Swiss cantons. Here the deputy of Zuric delivered a speech, 
the spirit of which, had it pervaded the nation in our days, 
would no doubt have preserved its freedom, its independence, 
its arms, its treasures, many thousands of lives, and the re* 
spect and abundant felicity it enjoyed under its mild and 
beneficent governments * The Rhaetian leagues,' he said, * are 

* a mirror for us all. In vain are their inlets almost imper- 
^ vious, and their rpcks tower far above the clouds ; in vain are 
< their men endowed y/it^h heroic valour, and in vain do they 
^confide in the sacred ties which unite them to powerful 

* neighbours. None of these advantages will avail them if 

* domestic strife rends their very vitals. We have taught 
' various mighty nations how difficult it is to subdue men 

* who are determined to be free, and firmly resolved to de- 
'fend to the last drop of blood, themselves, their families. 
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* their property, and independence: but should we ribw chap. 

* abandon our Rhaetian allies, we shall teach those very nations, ^^^' 

* that by sowing dissensions among us, they may not only 

* vanquish these leagues, but, without any extraordinary 
^efforts, subvert even the confederacy to which we owe our 
' welfare and security. Can we, without serious apprehensions, 

* behold the further aggrandizement of the enormous powder 

* of Austria, which already* by its possession of the Tyrol, the 

* hither Austria, Burgundy, and Milan, hems us in on every 
*side? Unanimity, believe me my friends ! perfect unarii- 
^ mity is our only rock of security ; and with it we Shall at all 
« times be greatly formidable, if not invincible. This lan- 
guage produced conviction ; and the diet unanimously agreed 
to send deputies to the Archduke of Austria and the Duke of 
Feria, to request a cessation of hostilities, and a free inter- 
course among the respective territories of the contending 
parties. The intercession was not wholly rejected; but it 
was not immediately productive of the desired effect. 

On the sixteenth of January the Grisons found themselves Conventions 
compelled to subscribe, at Milan, three conventions highly 1622! 
prejudicial to their interests. According to these, the papal 
hierarchy was to be restored in its full splendour; the 
Spaniards were at all times to be allowed a free passage 
through the Grison country ; protestants were, in less than 
six months, to dispose of all their property in the Valteline, 
and to quit the valley ; several valuable estates, that formerly 
belonged to the church, the eight jurisdictions of Prettigau, 
and the whole of the valley of Munster, were to be ceded to 
Austria; and Austrian garrisons were to occupy, during 
twelve years, Coire, Mayenfeld, and the principal posts and 
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CHAP, posses in the country- France, seeing these rapid strides of a 
rival ^wer, now took serious alarmi and keenly reproached 
the cantons with a remissness, which she herself had long 
indulged without the least compunction. 

The protestants in the Grison country were now oppressed 
with more than usual rigour ; and the Austrian troops dis- 
persed throughout their valleys committed all manner of out* 
rage, and abstained from no acts pf wantonness and rapacity 
that could gratify their sordid appetites. The inhabitants of 
the Prettigau, who were treated with horrid barbarity, felt at 
length the indignation that became their independent spirit. 
They held secret meetings at night in the woods ; and though 
deprived of their arms, and not knowing where to look for aid, 
resolved to make a desperate effort to free themselves from the 
disgraceful yoke, and rather than yield, to perish in the 
attempt. They procured large heavy clubs, into which they 
drove long spikes, hooks, hatchets, and blades of various sorts. 
Thuring Enderlin of Mayenfeld headed them, and assembled 
many who had taken refuge beyond the frontiers. The 'day 
of insurrection was fixed for the twenty-fourth of April. 
Baldiron had three days before arrived in these parts, and 
issued mandates vyhich wholly abrogated the protestant form 
of worship. The people exclaimed loudly against .the in- 
tolerant decrees, assembled at the appointed hour, aiHl after 
much bloodshed, in which several women (as is frequently the 
caae among this people) were known to perform acts of distin- 
guished heroism, succeeded in expelling their wanton oppresr 
sors. Rudolph de Salis became now their leader, and obtained 
for them some pecuniary assistance, both from the protestant 
cantons, and from Venice. The Austrian general collected 
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some fences, and returned into the valley, but was imraedi- chap. 

VII 

ately repulsed ; and the conquerors, having taken Mayenfeld 
on the first of June, advanced before Coire. They soon re- 
duced this city to such extremity, that Baldiron demanded a 
truce, but was answered that he had too often deceived them 
to be trusted any longer. After repeated proposals and much 
intercession, it was at length agreed on the sixteenth of June, 
that the Austrian and Spanish forces should be allowed to 
withdraw to Chiavenna, and that all the Grison prisoners at 
Inspruck should be released. 

The beads of the leagues met now at Coire, and, on the 
twenty-seventh of June, declared a general amTi6sty, and 
solemnly repealed the treaties of Milan : they ordered the 
levy of twelve hundred men in each league to guard their 
frontiers, and conferred the command of them on Rudolph de 
Salis. A new inroad was attempted on the side of Engadine, 
and the Austrians once more penetrated into the Prettigau. 
Thirty of the natives devoted themselves on this occasion ; 
they rushed headlong among the enemy> and having com* 
mitted great slaughter with their massy clubs, fell lifeless on 
the heaps of the numbers they had slain. Some forces arrived 
from 2^ric, and assisted the feeble remnant of the inhabitants 
to cheek the ptogress of the merciless invaders* A congress 
was now held at Lindau, which met on the fourth of Septem- 
ber : the conditions offered by the Spanish and Austrian ple- 
nipotentiaries differed not miich from those which had been 
stipulated at Milan, and were rejected both by the protestant 
and the catholic Confederates; and even France protested 
against their being accepted. 
The distresses of the wretched people of the leagues were now 
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CHAP, arrived at a degree that baffles all dosieription. Tlw winter 
■ ^^^' was approaching, and most of their habitations lay in ruiw ; 
Deplorable their Cattle had been carried off, and their provisions con- 
Counuy.^ ^ sumed by the rapacious hosts that had at different time* 
over-^run their country : the flower of their . youth had 
fallen in the many Uoody o<Hifiict£| they had sustained: 
the aged fathers, the wi^ows^ and orphans, were pining in 
want and deep distress : the horrors oif wai^ were succeeded 
by famine, and famine by a train of epidemic diseases : and 
in the midst of these accumulated calamities, they wore in^ 
cessantly harassed hy thei wanton cruelty of the Austrian 
soldiery, hy whom tl^y wore still surrounded^ The French 
monarch havmg now insured domestic tmnquUlityi at length 
turned an eye of compassion: on tbe ^^ormou^ i^iji^Qriiig^ of 
this hapless people, and resctWed^ in cof^^nctioni with Sis^vo^ 
and Venice, ta efiectuate the detiveraoice And re^tPvatiod pf 
1624. this old ally. In the month of June^ th« Mayquis di9 QoQuvr?: 
arrived in Swisserland, with the chtraetw of Freticb ^m^ 
bassador extraordinary ; and after long protracted negotia^ 
tions, obtained, even from the catholic caatons, the ratiflcatWn 
of the treaty of Madrid ; and in the month of OctetliieT thei 
cantons of Berne and Zuric likewise agreed to give free pas^ 
sage to a body of French troops intended f&F tbe;QrigGm 
leagues. These troops, together with consideraMi^ reinfQrce^ 
ments from those two cantons^ arrived unawares on the 
twenty-eighth of October, on the confines of the cauntry ; 
and having been joined by maivy natives,, marched QK«r the^ 
mountains, and before the end of the year occupied the whok 
of the Valteline, Bormio, and Chiavenna, the castle of the latter 
town cmly eiccepted. Sp^in had previously, on findii^ what 
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forces it Would have to contend with^ dnd in order tnore cMap. 
effeduftlly to involve ifellgion in its cause, made over thefee ^JUj^g^ 
province* to the Roman pontiff/' who, having accepted the 
gifti but being now deprived of the posfiession, sent his nephew. 
Cardinal Barberini, to Paris, to remonstrate against the pr6- 
faneness of subjecting a peq)lcf of true believers to a govern- 
ment where heresy prevailed ; the people having moreover 
solemnly declared that they preferred any government to that 
of the leagues/* His expostulations proved ineffectual : and 
the Marshal de Bassompiere arrived on the seventh of January 1626. 
at a general diet at Soleure, and obtained from the cantons, 
notwithstanding the strenuous opposition of the pope's nuhcio, 
an unanimous declaration that the provinces of Valteline, 
Bormio^ and Chiavenna^ should be restored to the Grisons. 

Spain, in conjunction with the pope on the one hand, and 
France, united with Savoy and Venice on the other, were 
now renewing their hostile preparations^ which foreboded 
endless warfare, and the utter destruction of the already ex- 
hausted country, when on a sudden intelligence was brought^ 
that on the fifth of March, France and Spain had concluded Tivaty of 
a peace at Mi6n9on in Amagott^ flte conditions of which, a^ **^"5on- 
far as they related to the Grisons, were indeed favourable In 
appearance, but in fact by no means advantageous. The three 
subject provinces were nominally restc^ed to the leagues ; but 
the powers of the government^ especially in religious matters, 



«» Urban the Eighth. 

'< Th6 writers hi hrour of the Sptoish ptHy are severe ^l^aintt the proteitadt 
ckrgy, whom they tax with haitiog, by their fonaticisfn^ greatly cootributed to the 
prolongation of this utrocious war, and to have repeatedly frustrated every attempt 
towards a reconciliation. 

Cc d 
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CHAP, were so circumscribed by reservations and immunities, that 
jg__^_. the total alienation would have been far preferable to the 
nugatory sovereignty. The leagues perernptorily rejected the 
terms ; but among the cantons, the catholic shewed an incli- 
nation to adopt them, while the protestant declared decidedly 
in favour of the treaty of Madrid. 

Meanwhile however, the fortresses in the three subject pro- 
vinces were dismantled, the foreign troops evacuated the coun- 

1627, try, and the people reluctantly submitted to the dependence to 
which they had been doomed by the contracting powers. The 
yoke however was light : none but the catholic religion was to 
be tolerated ; and the people were to chuse their own magis- 
trates, which were indeed to be confirmed by the sovereign, 
but the confirmation was not to be withheld on paym^it of a 
stipulated and moderate sum. In consequence of these privi- 
ties, the people of the Valteline, 01? the tNventy-fourth of Sep- 
tember, chose a council of regency, consisting chiefly of the 
authors of the rebellion, at the head of which they placed 
Robustell, the principal ringleader: but so disgusted were 
the leagues At the cold indifference with which France had 
sacrificed their interests at the treaty of Mon^on, that they 
refused the passage claimed by the king for the troops he 

i6a8. meant to send into Italy, to support the claim of the Duke of 
Nevers to the dutchy of Mantua. 

To counteract this claim, the Emperor Ferdinand the 
Sec9nd advanced a numerous army, which he likewise in- 
tended to march through the Grison country into Lombardy. 
This passage was also refused by an unanimous vote of the 
whole confederacy : but regardless of this faint opposition, 
the troops forced the strong pass of Luciensteig, and in a few 
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days made themselves masters of Coire, and of the whole chap. 
country as far as the lake of Como. Perhaps this blow would ^,-3^^^ 
have completed the ruin of this distracted government, had not 
the heroic Swede, Gustavus Adolphus, checked the rapacity of 
Austria. The Emperor being hard pressed by the victorious 
arms of the northern conqueror, and France, or rather its 
minister. Cardinal Richelieu, being greatly embarrassed by 
domestic troubles, both these powers gladly listened to terms 
of accommodation. According to these terms, which were 
ratified at Ratisbonne on the thirteenth of October, Charles 163a. 
Duke of Nevers was to be invested with the dutchy of Man- 
tua by the emperor, and the Austrian troops were to be with- 
drawn from the Grison country. 

The French after this maintained a decided superiority in 
the leagues ; and the Duke de Rohan, who acted in a diplo- 
matic capacity in Swisserland, was at the same time invested 
with military powers, which enabled him to restrain the peo- , 

pie of the Valteline, who had not yet ceased to incline in favour 
of the Spanish party. A few years after, the duke, with a 1636^ 
semblance of great candour and equity, made a spontaneous 
offer to put the leagues in absolute possession of their subject 
provinces, upon condition, that only the cathdic religion 
should be tolerated ; that the people should have an option in 
the choice of their magistrates, and that France should, in 
case of future disputes, be authorized to decide the differences. 
This infringement of religious toleration, and the reservation 
in favour of a foreign influence, alarmed even the partizans of 
France. A diet was assembled, which, by a deputation it sent 
to Inspruck, readily obtained a guarantee of the three pro- 
vinces to the leagues, on the same footing as they had been 
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CHAP, held before the commencement of this war. The principal 

VII 

9BBBBB promoter of this treaty. Colonel Janetsch, did not long sur- 
vive his benevolent exertion : he was, on the fourteenth of 
1639- January, accosted at a feast at Coire by thirty persons in dis- 
guise, who/ pretending to sport with him, treacherously put 
hirti to death. The perpetrators of this deed were never dis- 
covered \ but France saw itself for a time deprived of all its 
influence in this country. Spain had, in the preceding yeaf, 
likewise eiitered into a perpetual convention with the leagui^, 
according to which it renounced all claim to, or right to inter- 
f»e in the affairs of the three sulgect provinces. 

Thus, after many years of incessant alarms, bloodshed, de- 
vastation, and distresses of every description, afflictive even iti 
the recital, was this unhappy country once more restored to a 
temporary tranquillity, and its independence. The subjects of 
the Valteline Seeing themselves no longer abetted by the powers 
which had stimulated them to the rebellion that will ever 
prove a stain to their annals, adopted a more temperate con* 
duct, and voluntarily submitted to the allegiance which could 
alone establish the peace of the community. A general 
oblivion of past offences took place for a time ; and it may 
appear' ah instance of singular forbearance in a people of such 
vehement passions, that even Rudolph Planta, whom the ad- 
verse party (which ultimately prevailed) have branded with 
the appellation of traitor, was suffered to spend the remainder 
of his days in peaceful retirement, at his seat at Zemetz in 
the Engadine, where he built a large church, and died in an 
advanced age, leaving no issue. '* 

■^ No ev.ent of these times has perhaps produced so great a profusion of contro- 
versial wiitings, memorials, and narratiyesj both in r^r^ and prose, as these trembles^ 
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5. Peace of Westphalia. CHAP, 

Besides the disastrous conflicts which had of late over-* ' 

v^helmed the Grison country with ruin and devastation, it may i>isturb. 
well be imagined that a ccMiffagration $0 general as the war "c, &c. 
which, during thirty years, raged over the most populous parts 
of Europe, and for which the powerful incentive of rdigioD 
was either the cause or the pretena, could not but in some 
measure ^plicate a country so centrical as the Helvetic 
cantons. These cantons accordix^ly were not htind to the 
dangers which surrounded them on all sides ; and> that they 
might not be wholly unprepared against the insults they had 
reason to apprehend, they resolved to raise an adequate force 
t0 secure the inlets in^to their country. In carAcr to defray the 
0>rpenG€s of this tepip^rary armament, they agreed to raise, a 
comribotion on the property of the people at large^ without 
exception of either rai>k, condition^ or age. The proportion 
demanded, was the one thousandth part <^ the capitals ; but 
the estimate of these c^pitala was wholly left to the honour 
and discretion of rach individual, the quota being received 
without enquiry, or even taking any account of the 3Uma 
delivered. Lenient and moderate as thht mode of taxation 

which, though they affected the whole Gnson country, have been generally cfenoml- 
nated ibe war oftbe ValMint, Besides those containod in ^e general histories^ we hovo 
die Memoirs and Embassies oC B^o^^piare, d« QofWittt, Aohan^ and othof com^ 
Q^^ders and nfigotiatx>rs» wbich> though m^nUipstly written in fi^voi^r of the French 
party, must be admitted ^ autheptic evidence. — * La Valteline ; ou Memoires, &c. sur 
Us troubles en la Valteline, ei au pays des Orisons,* Gencv. 163 r ; 8vo. is a valua- 
ble <:ollectton, ascribed to Anth* Melld» : but the moxt complin history on tb(e subject 
if Jforl. S^reeberi 4 Berneck, Hisioria MoiMum, et Belhrum in JUkgtiAgestorum. CoU 
16191. 4to, Even the Jesuit Qijadrioi who, in his Memoire sulla Valtelina, has 
brought forward all the facts and arguments that can be adduced in favour of th9 
Spanish party, acknowledges that Sprecher hes written with inucK- impartiality. 
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CHAP, must appear, it yet alarmed many, wh9 thought a permanent 
^sssmssssask tribute would infallibly be the consequence of a tame acquies- 
cence. These persons fomented various insurrections in the 
Argau, the Emmenthal, and at Thun ; but no where more effec- 
tually than in the canton of Zuric, where, in several towns and 
1646. districts, particularly at Wadiswyl on the lake, it appeared 
evident that the requisition of the magistrates would be 
openly resisted. The senate on this occasion displayed an 
energy which, when it is combined with moderation, seldom 
fails to produce the desired effect : they peremptorily declineck 
the interposition offered them by their neighbours ; they sus- 
pended for a while the collection of the tax, but at the same 
time deputed some of their most distinguished members among 
the insurgents, with a sufficient force to give weight to their 
conciliatory exhortations, and, should these prove ineffectual^ 
to compel submission. These vigorous measures soon pro- 
duced the desired effect, and the authority of the senate was 
vindicated* The ringleaders were apprehended ; two of them 
were beheaded at Zuric ; several were fined and imprisoned ; 
and the people^ being now well apprised of the upright inten- 
tions of their government, returned to their allegiance, and 
readily submitted to the payment of the contribution. Ample 
rewards were, on the other hand, bestowed on several who, in 
the midst of the insurrection, had preserved their loyalty, and 
counteracted the views of the seditious ; and some of them 
were even admitted into the burghership of the city. 

Meanwhile the Swedish General Wrangel had actually 
penetrated to the borders of the lake of Constance, and by 
possessing himself of the town and castle of Bregenz, had ob- 
tained the command of the passes into the Tyrol, the Swiss 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY, 201 

r Grison territories, and even into Italy, The French, under chap. 

VII 

Marshal Turenne, co-operating with the Swedes, spread at . 

the same time far along the northern frontiers of Helvetia, 
and were not always restrained by the neutrality the Swiss 
had determined to maintain* The archduke, who resided at 
Inspruck,** on the other hand, alleging the terms of the 
hereditary union that subsisted between Austria and the Con- 
federates, demanded a supply of troops for the defence of his 
territories: but this, at so critical a juncture, was denied 
him ; and he was obliged to content himself with a free pas- 
sage for his detachments through the Grison country. Nor 
were the Italian frontiers less exposed to hostile attempts ; the 
Spanish governor of Milan having, in order to guard against 
any sudden attack from the side of the Rhaetian Alps, collected 
a considerable force, and secured all the posts and garrisons to 
the furthest extremity of the lake of Como. The Swiss, thus 
surrounded by contending armies, and aware of the dangers 
which threatened them on all sides, at once waved all private 
feuds and animosities, particularly the late discontents on 
account of the contributions, and sent deputies to a diet, 
which first assembled at Zuric, and afterwards, in order to be 
nearer to the scene of action, removed to the toyvn of Wyl in 
Thurgau. This diet sent a deputation to General Wrangel, 1646. 
to remmd him of the friendship that had long subsisted be- 
tween his sovereign and their nation, and to remonstrate 
against his further approach towards their frontiers. The 
Swede not only returned a courteous answer, but also soon 
after, perhaps from other motives, led his forces into Franconia : 

** Ferdinand Charles, nephew to the Emperor Ferdinand the Second. 

VOL. II. D d 
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CHAP, and the French likewise, about the same time, withdrew into 

VII 

' the dutchy of Wurtemberg, 



The belligerent powers, being at length weary of the inces- 
sant alarms, bloodshed, and devastation, they had for a series 
of years inflicted on these wretched countries, listened to 
offers of accommodation, and sent their plenipotentiaries to a 
congress, which met in the Westphalian cities of Munster and 
Osnabruck. The Confederates, though not immediately ira-^ 
plicated in the war, resolved however not to lose the oppor^ 
tunity of establishing a right which had long been an object 
of contention between them and the empire. Some of the 
cantons, and particularly that of Basle, had often complained 
that their inhabitants were occasionally summoned before the 
imperial chamber of Spire, which assumed a jurisdiction the 
Swiss had never acknowledged, and against which they had 
repeatedly remonstrated with the emperor. This, and some 
other points of supremacy, which the cantons thought they 
had a right to assert, induced them to name a representative 
to the congress, in order to have their absolute independence 
authenticated by the general recognition of the principal 
powers of Europe. Their choice for this important mission 
fell on John Rudolph Wetstein, burgomaster of Basle, a man 
who, in every respect, proved himself worthy of the confidence 
that was placed in him on this occasion. He found great re- 
luctance on the part of the imperialists ; but the French and 
Swedish plenipotentiaries having shewn some inclination to 
favour the claim of the Confederates, the court of Vienna, 
unwilling that those two powers should have the sole merit of 
1647. gratifying the Swiss nation, acquiesced gradually in their de- 
mands; and the confederacy was acknowledged, in the sixth 
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article of the treaty, as a state wholly independent of the empire, ch ap, 
and hence in fact of every power or jurisdiction upon earth/* ;■ 

5, Insurrection of the Peasants. 

It is scarcely possible to contemplate the rapid alternation of 
broils and pacifications, remonstrances and compliance, resist- 
ance and coercion, that constitute the history of our species, 
more particularly in those states which boast of a considerable 
degree of liberty, without being led to a suspicion that a per- 
fect calm is not congenial with human nature. The Helvetic 
polity had by this time acquired a degree of perfection which, 
one would imagined, ought to have insured a long interval of 
both foreign and domestic tranquillity. The people, under their 
mild government, had in general proved themselves tractable 
and forbearing ; and they had recently witnessed a memor- 
able example of the disastrous consequences of intestine strife, 
and unguarded credulity : yet numbers of those, in whose loy- 
alty and candour the government placed the greatest con* 



■• The article is of too much importance to the political consequence of the confe- 
deracy not to be here inserted. 

VI. Et comme sa Majeste Imperiale* sur les plaintes faites en presence de ses ple- 
nipotentiaires deputez en la presente assemblee, au nom de la idlle de Basle et de toute 
la Suisse, touchant quelques "procedures et mandemens executoires, emanez de la 
chambre imperiale, contre la dite ville et les autres cantons unis de Suisse, et leurs 
•eitoyens etsujets ; ayant demode Tavis ^% le.conseil des etats de Tempire, auroit paf 
un decret particulier du 14 May de I'annee derniere, declare la dite ville de Basle^ et les 
autres cantons Suisses, estre en possession d'une quasi pleine liberte et exemption de 
Tempire, et ainsi n'estre aucunement iujets aux tribufialix et jugemens du mime em- 
pire : il a etc resolu que ce mesme decret soit tenu pour compris en cc'traite de paJK ; 
qu'il demeure ferme et constant, et partant que toutes ces procedures et arrests donnez 
sur ce sujet, en quelque forme que 9'ait.este, doivent estre de nulle valeur et efFet.-— 
V. Du Mont Corps Diplomat, t. vi. p. 1.' p.*479. 

Pd a 
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fidence, suffered themselves on a sudden to be misled into an 
open revolt, which, though soon quelled by the vigour of the 
constitution, afforded another melancholy instance of man's 
untoward disposition. 

During the long and destructive war which had been lately 
terminated by the peace of Westphalia, the princes of the 
empire had been induced, by their necessities, to raise the 
nominal value of their larger cgjna to near the double of their 
intrinsic worth ; and some of the Swiss cantons found it ex- 
pedient, in order to preserve a due proportion between their 
fractional and this enhanced specie, to reduce tbeir small coins 
to about half their standar4; weights After the peace, the 
currency having been restored upon the old footing, the can- 
tons of course ordered likewise their li^ht money to be re- 
duced, in its nomiinaU to the due proportional value ; directing 
at the same fime^ that, all rents and payments to the public 
treasury should, for i^jliuiited period^ be received at the raised 
valuation. This, though in itself perfectly equitable, occasioned 
some confusion, which gave umbrage to the uninstructed 
peasants, and inclined them to suspect the wisdom or purity 
of theb: rulers. 

About the same time the magistrates, in order to obvfate 
the frequent scarcity of salt, one of the most necessary articles 
in a grazing country, and the damage that often accrued from 
an occasional want, and the usual bad quality of gunpowder, re- 
solved to take these two branches of supply into their own hands, 
and in order to secure the public treasury against losses, to 
make the trade exclusive. The country people, although they 
had never perhaps reflected oh the nature of a monopoly, were 
however easily led to consider these well meant regulations as 
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an encroachment upon their equal rights, and to murmur at the chap. 
innovation, A duty newly laid upon the exportation of cattle, . 



and an excise on wine, became additional causes of complaint : 
but above all, the conduct of several of the bailiflfe, who being 
at this time still elected by the spontaneous votes of some of 
the principal officers of the state, often obtained their em- 
ployments by corrupt means, and were hence not always de- 
terred from extortionary practices in their administration, 
raised clamours which perhaps, of all others, were the least 
ill founded : and each town and village, the spirit of dissatis- 
faction having once gone abroad, had besides some peculiar 
grievance, which, the more trifling it was in reality, the more 
it was nragnified, and eagerly brought forward for redress* 

The peasants of Lucern were the first who gave public First Dis- 
marks of disaffection. Bordering upon the democratic cantons, Lucern. 
they often, at their fairs and markets, met the shepherds from *^*^ 
the Alps, who never failed to extol the sweets of their inde- 
pendence, and thus both alarmed their pride, and excited 
suspicions against their aristocratic rulers* The district of 
Entlibuch, which, as we have seen on a former occasion, con- 
tained a vigorous high-minded people,*^ sent deputies to the 
capital, to demand that either the coin should be restored to 
the value it had of late obtained, or that they should be allowed 
to pay their rents and public contributions in kind. The 
senate referred them to a committee, where they were treated 
with so little condescension, that they hastily withdrew, and 
filled the whole country with clamour and discontent. 

Early in the next year came three collectors to a village in 1655. 
this district, and demanded certain dues. The peasants seized 

*® When they repulsed the English in 1375^. See vol. i. p. 284. 
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CHAP, them, publicly tied and gagged them, and led them out of the 
- ^^^' village amidst a general tumult, declaring that should they, 
or any of their colleagues, return, they would meet with a 
treatment yet more severe. The senate took the alarm, and 
sent their avoyer, with a number of both ecclesiastical and 
secular deputies, to quiet the disturbance. These were re- 
ceived by the elders of the district with great solemnity, led 
to a house of public resort, and entertained with seeming 
cordiality and reverence ; but not long after, the elders having 
gradually withdrawn, they saw themselves exposed to the fury 
of an enraged multitude, armed with clubs, and prone to any 
act of violence. ^ 

The next morning the insurgents hung out a white flag, and 
collected great numbers from all the neighbouring villages: 
they paraded, upwards of fourteen hundred in number, before 
the house where the deputies resided, and without shewing 
them the least mark of respect, repaired to the church. 
Hither they summoned the deputies, and in peremptory 
language demanded redress concerning the coin ; that the mo- 
nopoly of salt should be abolished ; and that the fines exacted 
by the bailiffs, the excise on wine, certain tolls upon exporta- 
tion, and some other imposts, be either reduced or wholly 
abrogated. The deputies Jn vain remonstrated that they were 
not authorized to make these concessions, and referred them 
to the supreme legislature ; the peasants persisted in their 
demand that their wrongs be redressed within their district, 
and intimated that their neighbours of Berne were ready to 
join them, and to co-operate strenuously in the common cause. 
Berne, in fact, saw the necessity of using some precautions, 
symptoms of disaffection having manifested themselves in 
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several parts of its territories, particularly in the Emmenthal. chap. 

VTT 

One of the bannerets was dispatched to this valley, where he ^ * , 
was indeed received with great marks of respect, but had 
several articles laid before him, which he was desired to ratify. 
He reported them to the senate, by whom however, he was 
ordered to withhold the desired assent. 

The catholic cantons, with a view to restore tranquillity, 
sent a formal deputation to Lucern, which called upon the 
insurgents to lay their grievances, in temperate and respectful 
language, either before their own superfbrs, or before them- 
selves, should they be accepted as arbitrators. The peasants 
upon this drew up seven-and-twenty articles, which the de- 
puties transmitted to the senate, who, in answer, authorized 
them to accede to a few of them, but positively rejected the 
greater number. The peasants hereupon conceiving that they 
were treated with contempt, seized and confined the deputies, 
took possession of the principal posts in the country, cut off all 
communication with the city, and threatened the utmost vio- 
lence. The magistrates now had recourse to the remedy which 
the constitution provided against such dangerous emergencies : 
they sent their requisition to Zuric, whereby they officially 
summoned all the cantons ; and auxiliaries accordingly soon 
gathered from various quarters in and round Lucern. The 
insurgents being apprised of the vigorous measures that had 
been taken, abated of their virulence ; they liberated the de- 
puties, and requested them to offer terms of accommodation. 
These, forgetting the insult they had received, interceded in Appeased. 
behalf of the deluded people, and obtained moderate condi- 
tions, which were ratified on the thirteenth of March, and 
restored a temporary tranquillity to the disordered state. 



so8 



THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. 
VIL 

ThePea- 

tants of 
Berne re- 
volt. 



While the spirit of sedition was thus for a time repressed 
in this canton, the contagion was observed to spread rapidly 
among the peasants of the Emmenthal, and other parts of the 
territories of Berne ; who, when legally called upon to march 
to the relief of Lucern, refused, on various pretences, to obey 
the summons. From Thun in the south, to Bruck at the 
northern extremity of the canton, none preserved their alle- 
giance, except the clergy, the municipal towns, and some 
opulent freeholders. While Zuric was devising means for 
bringing about a compromise, ShafFhausen, Basle, and Mul- 
hausen, fomented the discontents by sending considerable 
bodies of armed men to Bruck and Arau, and urging the 
necessity of speedy coercion. The peasants spread the alarm 
throughout the country, came in force towards Arau, and 
exclaimed loudly against the intervention of foreign troops. 
The burghers of the towns on the Aar, having upon this en- 
gaged to defend their own walls, the auxiliaries withdrew. 

The insurgents having gained this point, acquired addi- 
tional audacity, and roamed throughout the country in wild 
disorder. Their numerous swarms were compared to the 
boisterous ocean, which alternately swells into tremendous 
billows, and again subsides into deep gulfs, both equally 
menacing destruction : they formed an assembly at.Langen- 
thal, which sent deputies to Berne to propose terms ; declaring 
at the same time, that should their emissaries be detained, or 
any ways molested, they would immediately retaliate on the 
bailiffs, who, having remained on their posts, were within 
their power. This conference, and several subsequent meet- 
ings, proved ineffectual ; the demands of the insurgents, as 
iisual, rising in proportion as the government shewed a dispo- 
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sition to conced^; Their leaders applied to France for aid, chap. 
and offered an alliance; but de la Barde, the French ambas^ mmmmm- 
sador^ rejected the ofier with disdain, and promised to co- 
operate earnestly with the magistrates against the seditious 
rabble. Meanwhile the deputies of the protestaint cantons, 
with Waser,' the burgomaster of Zuric, at their head^ arjdved 
at Berne :: they urged the necessity of mutual concessions, and 
on the twenty-fifth of March actually brought about a comr 
prdmise. The deputies of the insurgents were, with mfutih 
reluctaxice, prevailed upon to make a previous atonement to 
the injured holiour of the sovereign, and to ask forgiveness bjf 
the assembled council oti their knees : they then laid open their 
complaints, some of which were immediately redressed, and 
others were reservied for future consideration. 

This accommodation had scarcely been concluded, when joined br 
the peasants of Lucern renewed their seditious practices, and ccm. 
spread 'tumult and rebellion throughout the greatest part erf 
the confederate states. No sooner had the people of Entli- 
buch, and three other bailiwicks, heard the aWard of the 
arbitrators, than they exclaimed against several articles, and 
declared their determined purpose to resist them all : they not 
only resumed their clubs, but sent private emissaries to most 
pails erf Swisserland, to excite the country people against their 
magistrates. The subjects of Berne were foremost in joining 
the conspiracy: they reprobated the genuflexion of their 
deputies before the si^vereign council, and refused the avowal 
of submission demanded of them. Numbers of them assem^ 
bled on the thirteenth of April, at Sumiswald in the Emmen- 
thai, and were met by deputies from various districts of 
Lucern, Basle, and Soleure, which had broken out in open 
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rebellion. They here chose Nicholas Leuenberger, a peasant 
of Schoenholzy in the parish of Ruderswyl, for their leader ; 
and agreed on several points, which, considering the nature of 
the meeting, had more moderation in them than could have 
been expected. They held a second meeting, on the thirtieth 
of April, at Hutwyl, and summoned all the subjects of the 
confederate states to join in the common cause. They now 
proceeded to station guards, to break open letters, to de« 
tain messengers, and to seize all the burghers of Berne that 
catoe within their reach. They drove one of the bailiii^ from 
his residence ; at Wangen they insulted and mangled all 
those, who refused to join them ; and advancing up the Aar, 
spread consternation to the very gates of Berne, which how- 
ever, the magistrates never ordered to be shut, still admitting 
free passag^i to the insurgents as well as to their loyal citizens. 
The insolence of the leaders grew to a pitch that became 
oflFensive even to some of their own adherents. Another 
meeting vyas held at Hutwyl on the fourth of May, which 
called upon the magistrates, of Berne to send a deputation, 
charging them withal to select for this purpose men of conci- 
liating dispositions, and naming those that would be most 
acceptable. 

A general diet of the confederacy was meanwhile held at 
Baden, which oflFered to negotiate with the malcontents, and 
to take the most effectual steps towards terminating the 
unhappy differences. The peasants pf Lucern sent deputies, 
but with instructions not to recede from a single point of 
their demands. No one appeared in behalf of the Bemers ; 
and thus were the pacific intentions of the diet wholly 
frustrated. 
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The magistrates of Berne were at the same time so desirous chap, 
to restore tranquillity by means of friendly negotiation^ that 
they readily agreed to treat with the insurgents ; and in com- 
pliance with the requisition of the meeting at Hutwyl, sent 
six members of their great council, and two ecclesiastics, to 
confer with Leuenberger and his associates. The negotiation 
at first bore a favourable aspect, both parties seeming inclined 
to make reasonable concessions; but the insurgents being 
apprised of large reinforcements that were approaching from 
different parts of the four seditious cantons, the leaders 
assumed an overbearing spirit, kept the deputies waiting five 
hours in an outward room, while they renewed their compact 
with the heads of the collecting bands, and bound themselves 
by the most solemn oaths to take exemplary vengeance on all 
who should dare to violate the union. The deputies, finding 
their endeavours to calm the tumultuous assembly ineffec- 
tual, withdrew ; but sent immediately to propose another 
meeting at Langenthal. Leuenberger accepted the offer ; but 
among other scornful intimations, he admonished them, in 
his answer, by all means to use obsequious language, lest they 
should irritate the people ; and insisted that the meeting 
should be held in the open air. The conferences accordingly 
were opened on the sixth of May, but proved equally abortive ; 
the deputies of Berne declining to treat with any but their 
own subjects, which the heads of the insurgents, considering 
the exception as an attempt to estrange them from each other, 
rejected with indignation. 

On the following day the Bernese deputies appeared once 
more among the insurgents, and read to them a written de- 
claration of the ample concessions the government was willing 
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to make, which amounted nearly to the whole of what had 
be«i demanded ; but the more one side receded, the higher 
the pretensions of the other r^e : and the deputies at length, 
perceiving that the rebels were determined to prescribe un- 
limited conditions, returned to Berne, Leuenberger, and 
Shybi his principal coadjutor, continued to sow the seeds of 
sedition throughout the country : they compelled the Bailiff 
of Anvahgen to order the garrison to evacuate his castle, and 
threatened to cut off all supplies from the capital, unless their 
demands were immediately complied with. The magistrates 
made a last effort to dispel the storm without having recourse 
to arms i they offered an appeal to the constitutional arbitra- 
tion of the -whole confederacy: but this also was rejected; 
and force, it Was now evident, w^i^ the 'only remedy left 
against the spreading evil. 

On the tenth of May the sovereign council inrested Sigis- 
mund d'Erlach with the thief command of the forces of the 
republic/ The troof>s'<lispcr^d 'Jn^ the Pays de Vaud, and on 
the lakes of Neuchattel and Bienne, were ordered to assemble, 
and approach the city ; and the neighbouring cantons were 
called upon for speedy succour. Zur)c i^ued- the formal sum- 
mons for a general armament ; ahd the. whok counti*y assumed 
a hostile and formidable aspefct. The rebels:meanwhile were 
not rem!ss,'they assembled from allparts^ On. the eleventh of 
Miay they ^e\zed^6n tfte important pass of Gun^mitierL; some 
besieged the town of Arberg^, others occupied theistrong post 
at Windish, while numbers, being joined by the people jof the 
free bailiwicks, entered the town of Mellingeaod the Reuss. 
In order to preserve a free communicatiDn with the insiii;geats 
of Basle, they endeavoured to obtain ^po69e8sioaJ of; tiui^towns 
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of Bruck, Arau, and Zoffingen ; but they failed in these chap. 
attempts. A body so numerous, undisciplined, acting with- 
out concert, and without experienced leaders, soon felt a 
want of effective energy in its operations. When the force- 
which the senate had ordered to approach from Neuville came 
to the gates of Arberg, it found the place evacuated, and ik> 
enemy in the vicinity. The peasants of Lucern, who were 
not the least adventurous, attempted their capital ; but the 
auxiliaries, which had been called in from Zug and the forest 
cantons, effectually secured the city front all insuU: The 
greatest number of the rebels had tollected round Leuen- 
berger, who had fixed his head qlmrters at Oster-Mundihgen, 
a village a few miles from Berne. These committed every 
kind of depredation all around them : they jSlttndered the 
country houses, emptied the granaries and wine cellars, seized 
the cattle, spoiled the lands, and exerted all manner of vio- 
Jence»on- tfjfe^ inhabitants \vho were unfriendly to their cause. 
At^length the Berners drew ^ut their forces, and led some 
heavy cannon against the licentious multitude ; and Leuenber- 
g*r seeing this for/rfdable appearance of resistance, demanded 
a parley, which was readily granted ; but this also without 
eli^t.. An accommodation was indeed signed on the fourteenth 
of May, but on the? next day the peasants renewed their pil- 
lage : and the* magistrates at length, weary of so much fickle- 
ness and treachery, shut their gates, and resolved to listen to 
no 4ertti4 short of absolute submission*** 

*' During this predatory warfare, several parleys took place betwee;^ the contend- 
ing parties, which proved the reluctance of the government of Berne to proceed to 
extremities. They are circumstantially related by Lauffer and Meister, but as they 
were z\\, in the end, nugatory and of no effect, the reader will probably be pleased 
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ccmsisting of five thousand men from the catholic, and eight 
thousand from the other cantons: the former were led by 
General Zweyer of Uri, a man of tried abilities both in the 
field and cabinet ; and the latter, by General Werdrauller of 
Zuric, who took the command of the whole army. On the 
twenty-first of May, WerdmuUer advanced before Mellingen, 
and the insurgents immediately fled towards Lenzburg : they 
tolled all the alarm bells, and sent a letter to Berne, com- 
plaining, in the usual style of rebels, that the government 
had broken their faith towards them, and denouncing God's 
vengeance against such perfidy. To various other extra- 
vagant invocations they added, ' We implore the most holy 
' Trinity^ from the inmost of our hearts, to grant us grace 
' and vigour to maintain our just rights, to repel the armies of 
^ our relentless foes, and to sink them into the bottom of the 
^ sea, as it formerly did the host of Pharaoh ! May God lead 
' us, his people^ whom he has redeemed with his roseate bloody 
* through this tribulation, this stormy sea of gore, and vindi- 
' cate a cause, in which we are resolved to stake our honour^ 
^ our property, and our lives !' 

On the twenty-third, WerdmuUer advanced some parties 
towards the posts of the insurgents, who, not knowing how to 
repel them, immediately demanded to treat. On the following 
day however, such numbers having flocked to their standards 
as to render their army near twenty thousand strong, they 
rejected the conference that had been agreed upon; and 

to be dispensed with the particulars of thenif as well as of the alternate insolence and 
pusillanimity of the insurgents^ according as their prospects were either fEiyourable or 
gloomy. 
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Leuenberger and Shybi resolved once more to adopt offensive chap. 
measures. The insurgents immediately attacked the town of ^^^ ^ 
Zotfingen, in hopes to cut off the communication between the 
upper and lower Argau, but they failed in this attempt ; nor 
were they more successful at Mellingen, where they were re- 
pulsed with loss, having felt the destructive effects of the heavy 
cannon of the Confederates. They now again offered to treat, 
and on the twenty^^fth sent forty deputies to the camp of Wjerd- 
mulier. They proposed their terms ; but the council of war 
replied, that it was not for rebels to exact conditions ; that 
they should all, without delay, return to their several homes, 
and leave the adjustment of the differences, and the punish- 
ment of the ringleaders, to the discretion of the magistrates. 
The deputies ostensibly submitted to these terms, and agreed 
that the insurgents should lay down their arms. 

The troops of Berne had meanwhile encamped at Wangen ; 
and Leuenberger, anxious to extricate himself from the 
dangers which pressed upon him on every side, sent a letter 
to Berne to implore mercy, but at the same time claiming the 
conditions of preceding compromises : on the same day he 
wrote also to the council of war at Mellingen, declaring that, 
iipon a general amnesty, he would abstain from all hostilities, 
and dismiss his associates. The magistrates of Berne an* 
swered, that the rebels had forfeited every concession that had 
been made them in former treaties ; and that they must abide 
the fate of arms. Erlach advanced to Langenthal, and drove 
the insurgents befw^ him to the village of Herzogenbuchs. 
Here they made a stand ; and here the battle was fought. The insur- 
which put an end to the disturbances that at one time had |^"^^ ^' 
threatened the total subversion of the government. Erlach, 
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CHAP, with a view of surrounding the rebels, and reducing them 
without bloodshed, approached them in three columns ; but 
they resisted each of them with great bravery : wherever 
they were compelled to yield, they obstinately disputed every 
hedge and ditch ; and being driven into the village, withdrew 
from house to house, defending each of them to the Islst ex« 
tremity. Being at length driven towards the church, they 
availed themselves of a strong wall that surrounded the bury^ 
ing-ground, and made a desperate stand: they fought like 
lions ; but being at length overpowered, they set fire to the 
village, and fled into the woods. Sixty of them were taken, 
and proceeded against in a summary manner by a cduncil oi 
war, which ordered several of them to be instantly put to 
death, and punished others by fines, imprisonment, and exile. 
The arms were now delivered in at the castles ; many of the 
ringleaders were surrendered ; and the oath of allegiance was 
repeated in every district. Seven of the, chiefs, men of a 
venet*able aspect, with hoary heads and- spreading beards, 
were conducted to Basle, and there publicly beheaded : they ac- 
knowledged their guilt, and prayed of God and the magistrates 
to forgive them. Shybi was taken in Entlibuch, and brought 
before a council of war at Zoffingen, where he was sentenced 
to death, and executed. Leuenberger^ after his defeat, iiad 
returned to his home, where he hoped to lay concealed ; but 
was betrayed by a fellow conspirator and neighbour, and 
seized in the night by the bailiff, who sent him, together with 
various papers found in his houise, to the prison at Berne. 
He persevered long in his audacity ; but the rack at length 
extorted from him a confession of the whole proceeding, 
the names of the printipal agitators, and an avowal of the 
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dangeroas designs of the revolters : his papers confirmed his chap. 
guilt : he was sentenced to be beheaded. His head, together 
with the written document of the conspiracy, were nailed to 
the gallows ; and his limbs were exposed on the highways. 
The peasant who officiated as his secretary was likewise be- 
headed, and another of the leaders was hanged. The rebels 
of Lucern, among whom were even some of the burghers, 
were, at the intercession of the four neighbouring cantons, 
admitted to a lenient compromise. Those of Entlibuch 
alone persisted in their contumacy, until they were compelled 
by force to accept of terms, less favourable indeed, but yet far 
from rigorous. 

Many of the insurgents had fled out of the country, and 
about forty of them were seen near Frankfort, who declared 
that they were going to the Duke of Lorrain, upon whom they 
hoped to prevail to invade their country, and avenge their 
cause: but the emperor," reprobating the cause of rebels, 
published a manifesto, banishing those who should take re* 
fuge in his dominions, and calling upon all his dependents to 
use the same precaution. This measure was the more im- 
pcHtant, as it prevented the interference of several states, who 
might have thought it their interest to foment the trouUes 
which had threatened to subvert the government and consti- 
tution of the confederacy. 

7. Miscellaneous Incidents. 

Although the event related in the preceding section had no 
immediate reference to the Reformation, yet it was surely of 
too great a magnitude, and affords matter of too much serious 

•* Ferdinand the Third. 
YOL. II. F f 
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meditation to the contemplative mind, to be wholly omitted 
in its chronological order. Our notice will now be attracted 
by incidents which, while they manifest the anxious zeal ol 
the protestant Confederates for the furtherance of the religion 
they had adopted, will at the same tirtie prove the estimation 
in whicli they were held by distant powers, who, in many 
instances, appear to have considered them as the most strenu* 
ous supporters, and indeed the chief prop of the regenerated 
church. 

William the Second, Prince of Orange, son-in-law to King 
Charles the First, died about this time, leaving only an infant 
son*' to inherit the high honours and offices he had held in 
the united provinces : and Cromwell, ever solicitous to re- 
duce the power, and lower the consequence of every branch 
of the royal house, endeavoured to persuade the Batavians that 
their government stood in no more need of a stadtholder^ than 
that of England, as he asserted, did of a king. A strong party 
in. Holland hovvever, could not be brought to acquiesce in this 
assumption ; aiid the disputes occasioned by this contrariety 
of opinion gave rise to a bloody war. The protestahts in 
the Alps, foreboding the fatal consequences that would neces* 
sarily accrue to the cause of religion from a conflict hetweien 
two nations which, being allied by the bonds of faith, oUght to 
have warmly co-operated in support.of its interests, beheld the 
contest with deep regret, and resolved, if possible, to check its 
progress by their mediation. After several epistolary admoni- 
tions to both parties, which failed of the desired -success, they 
at length resolved to send a delegate, amply qualified and 
instructed, to soothe the animosities that prevailed in both 

*' Afterwards King William, the Third. 
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countries, and to use the best means that could be devised to chap. 

VII 

bring about a reconciliation. Their choice for this purpose 



fell upon John Jacob Stocker, Greffier of ShafFhausen, whose *^^3- 
success in this delicate negotiation fully justified the appoint- 
ment, and the high estimation in which he was held by his 
countrymen. He set out on his mission upon the twentieth 
of February, and to avoid the disturbances that prevailed in 
France, travelled through Germany. At Hamburg he met 
Lang^rfeld, a Swedish minister, sent by Queen Christina for 
the same purpose of appeasing this unhappy strife. Wishing 
to anticipate this coadjutor, Stocker made all possible dispatch 
to Dunkirk, and there embarked. Being arrived in London^ 
be was immediately conducted to the speaker Lenthal, by 
John Duraeus, the zealous advocate of an union between all 
the protestant churches ; and it was not long before Crom- 
well admitted him to an audience. Not being attended by a 
suitable retinue, he declined the honours of a public character, 
and conferred privately with eight members of the privy 
council, who were deputed for the purpose. He met with 
great obstacles in his negotiation, insomuch that, despairing 
of success, he made a report to his superiors, which induced 
them to recall him : but, having postponed his departure till 
after Cromwell had obtained the protectorship, he had the 
satisfaction of seeing the wished-for pacification concluded, 1654. 
and of being assured by the usurper that he had been greatly 
instrumental in bringing about that happy event. Cromwell 
sought his conversation, and drew from him much informa- 
tion concerning the Swiss governments and their policy. The 
honours paid him far exceeded those that were bestowed 
upon the Venetian minister. He was dismissed with unusual 
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tlie Hague, where he was received with cordiality and respect. 
The peofJe flocked around him, to see * the honest Swiss who 
* came from his mountains for the generous purpose of pacific 
' cation and harmony/ He effected the ratification of the 
treaty^ and returning to his native city, received the thanks 
of his employers. Durseus, accompanied by John Pell, the 
famed mathematician, came soon after with credentials to 
Swisserland, to negotiate the union of the churches ; but their 
endeavours proved ineffectual. 
Interference Another society of protestants soon after experienced a per- 

in favour of . i . i n i /• i i 

theVaudois. secUUcM^ which Called forth the commiseration ^d earnest 
interferencQ of the cantons. The inhabitants of Luserna, 
Angrognia, Torre, CampigHone, and other towns and vilkges 
«65S- in the valleys of Piedmont, who had embraced the Reforma-* 
tion, and were known by the name of the Vaudois, were, by 
order of theidf duke,, compelled, in the depth of winter, to 
abandon their dwellings, and with their wives and children,, 
either to fly to remote places assigned for, but which could laol 
contain them, or to resort to woods and caverns, where many 
of them perished of cdd and hunger^ Many, u^ed by the 
extremity of want„ preferred encountering the dangers of the 
persecution to a lingering^ death, and returned to^ their hottses^ 
vtfhieh. they fouiwl ctwnpfetely despoiled of all they had left 
behind them. The four reformed cantons being apprised of 
the sufferings of this peo{de> not only petitioned their sove- 
reign to restore them, but also dispatched urgent solicitations, 
to the other protestanit states to intercede in their behalf, ajad: to 
contribute towards the reKef of which they were im immediate 
want. Their charitable endeavours were: crowned wiUi success : 
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CeomweU in particvdar supplied ample sums : and the un-- chap* 
happy sufferers who had sujfvivedr: the calacmty weie reki^ ^BKammmir 
stated \tk their habitations^ mnd aUowed to ei^oy a tranquillity^ 
which however was not of long duration. 

The Swiss, 9S liHig M^^he county of Burgundy remained in Th^ Sefeo* 
the possession of the $parusb nfionarchy, felt Kttle apprehen- " 
sioii concerning; the s^e^y of their western frontier; and 
confiding in the natural strength of most of their other boun^ 
dariest had not yet established any gieneral rule for the d^fence^ 
of their country against inf asibn. The unexpected seizure of 
tJiiat contiguous province, by Lewis the Fourteenth, although 
it wast soon after restored at Uie peace ^f Aix-k-Chapelle^ first i66«, 
rolled their apprehensions^ and induced the» to consider of a 
set, of ordinances for effectually combining thehr forces, in case 
of an attadc from foreign powers*. At a general diet hel<t at 
Baden^ a regulation was accordingly agreed upon, which, 
under the name of the Ikfenshnifl^ has tso our days been 
Qon^dered as the military code for the protection of the 
counitry. The c}uota e^ mesi to be supplied hy evwy canton 
ai^ its dependencies was here stipulated ^^ the numbers, 
th^j were to- asjiemJble at the first sufnmonf* were rated so a& 
tp^f^roiijan aggregate of thififeea thpasand four hundred men r 
^)d at a seoQnd an^f thiffd reqjuisitian» this number v^^as to be 
(^H^lod and trebled, • Stations wer-e assigned f<^ the rendez- 
voMs of the troops ;t). the number aAd' appointment of officers' 
W9§ pm>vided for,; articles of war were framed for enforcing; 
subordination and discipline ; an^. ample powers were v^ted 
in a council of war for speedy and vigorous exertions. At a 1673. 

;. ^ ]^€r theac nimbf r$ sec tht S^jttistical TiV^ m. t^r nesctChaptt n 
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subsequent diet, provision was made for the fortification of the 
passes and frontier tow^s, and the supply of stores and ammu- 
HUion ;. and- funds were lassigneld for the expences necessary 
in case of an emergency. 

The most- arrogant of men, if he ever seriously reflects on 
the capacity of his mental powers, will, no doubt, be com- 
pelled to admit the enormous, or rather incommensurate 
disproportion between the nature and attributes of the divi- 
nity, and the limited extent of the faculties of the human 
mind. This necessarily implies, in the religion dictated by God 
himself, a set of doctrinal points, which the most powerful 
energies of the human intellects cannot compass : and hence 
revelation must be expected to contain some mysteries, which, 
provided the rules of practice necessary for our salvation are 
sufficiently obvious, it will be our duty to admit on traditional 
evidence ; to believe, and not to scrutinize. The protestant 
clergy, who, having derived their tenets from the purest 
source, the manifestation of God's will in holy writ, ought 
more than others to have admitted this important limitation, 
did not however abstain from controversies, and even some- 
times from persecutions respecting the most abstruse points of 
faith : and thus the doctrines 6f the trinity, of predestination, 
of grace, atonement, and others equally inscrutable, soon 
became the grounds of schisms in the church, which true 
Christian forbearance might have ob^ated. To prevent an 
infinite divergency of opinions; each sect, when it had ac- 
quired an establishttient, thought it necessary to propose a 
test of conformity to which its votaries should be restricted. 
Thus the confession of Augsburg, the decrees of the synod of 
Dort, the thirty-nine articles of the Anglican church, and the 
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creed promulgated by Calvin, . Farel, and BuUinger, were chap. 
brought forward as standards of faith and ecclesiastical dis- ^^^* 
cipline, to obviate the pernicious efFectsof endless controversy. 
The latter of these hovvey^r, was sloon found inadequate 
to insure tlie tranquillity of the Helvetic church, where re- 
cently the new-fengled doctrines on election propagated by 
Moses Amyraut, and certain doubts of Lewis Capello concern- 
ing the vocal points ;in the Hebrew text, had excited some 
dangerous dissensions.^ Th^ clergy, ?imong whom John Henry 
Heidegger took the lead, aftefr nwgh correspondence and 
many conferences, at length framed a code, consisting of five- 
and-twentj articles, which, under the name of the Formula 
•Consetisus, was confirmed by a synod at Zuric, ^nd soon after 1675. 
adopted by the three other cantons, the protestants of Glaris 
^nd Appenzel, the Orisons, St. Gallen, Mulhausen, Bienne,and 
Neuchattel. Although it was proposed, as the rule of faith 
^nd discipline, to.be subscribed by all who entered into 
orders, yet, except at Bprne and Zyric, it soon received soirie 
modifications, which were sanctioned by the magistrates. A 
striking instance was soon after given by the cantons how 
limited their forbearance was in matters of religion. An edict 
had been publishejl in Sweden, ordering that all children 
should be baptized by Lutheran ministers. The Elector of 
Brandenburg called upoq the Swiss, as champions of the 
reformed church, to interfere }n this restraint upon religious 
libesrty ; and they actually sent a strong remonstrance de- 
manding a repeal of the injunotioji.. Toleration has often 
extended no further than a permission to coincide with us in 
our own opinions. 

In no instance did the tender solicitude of the protestant 
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Confederates, in favour of their persecuted brethren, manifest 
kself more seasonably and with greater effect, than at the 
.time when the Hugenots, who, after they had for near a cen- 
tury, under the ^sanction of two solemn edicts,** enjoyed a 
•toleration which had been equally beneficial to themselves and 
to their country, were compelled to forsake their homes, their 
friends, relations, and domestic comforts, and to seek refuge 
among strangers, upon whom they had no other claim than a 
conformity in religion, and their own accumulated distresses. 
Lewis the Fourteenth, «irged by his own prejudices, and by 
the bigotry of the priests and concubines whom he suffered 
to influence his conduct, commenced a persecution, for which 
a degree of fanaticism and of discord among the unhappy 
victims, were alleged as plausible pretences. The cruelties 
practised by the miJitary apostles, who were sent to convert 
them, grew by degrees to such an excess, that many of them, 
of all ranks and conditions, encountered the greatest difficul- 
ties and dangers, in order to avokl the horrors of the inhuman 
Dragonades, to which they had been of late exposed. Many 
fled to England and Holland ; but the greatest number, allured 
by the vicinity, the similarity of language, and other inviting 
CHXMjmstances, resorted to Geneva and the Pays de Vaud, where 
they were received with sympathising cordiality, and met 
with immediate succour. A pathetic detail of the cruelties 
they had endured, which they laid before the magistrates, cast 
an odium upon the French government not yet ef&ced by a 
long succession of years. * The horrid massacre/ they said, 

* which, on the day of St. Bartholomew, exterminated thirty 

• thousand of our brethren, bears no comparison with the 

** Granted at Nantes in 1598, and at Nhnes in T629. 
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^ atrocious cruelties that are now practised upon the unliappy chap. 

* protestants in France, They are delivered over to the wanton y 

* barbarity of soldiers, who, as instruments of the arch-fiend, 
^ the dragon, of whose name and nature they partake, delight 

* in dispensing misery all around them. These force them- 

* selves, by fifties and hundreds, into the houses of the victims 
' they have marked, consume their provisions, burn and spoil 

* their effects, drag them by the hair into the churches, and 

* thrust those who resist into sacks, and roll them in the 

* streets: they suspend numbers in chimnies, over slow fires. 

* where they suffer them to perish in dreadful agonies : they 

* pour boiling liquids down their throats, and consume their 

* entrails: they strip the women, drive tliem naked through 

* the streets, and inflict all manner of violence and indignity 

* upon them : those who shew more finnness than the rest^ 

* they thrust into convents, scourge them, deprive them of 

* sleep, and otherways torment them, till they either confiwrm* 

* or find relief in the derangement of their mental faculties. 
< In a word, there is not a torment of hell they have not de- 
^ vised to afflict this wretched people. All their execrable 

* precautions however, could not iw^vent many of us from 
« escaping from their fury : but the numbers who take refuge 

* within your territories daily increasing, we fear lest we 

* should become an incumbrance ; and hence solicit that you 
« will intercede for us and our brethr«i, with other protestant 
^ states, and generously aflbrd us the means of resorting to 

* some distant regions, where, being mwe dispersed, we may 
^ be less burdensome to those who shall vouchsafe to afibrd us 

* an asylum/ 

At two diets of the protestant cantons, held at Arau, in the 
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month of October, measures were taken for the relief of these 
unhappy sufferers. Some thousands were dispersed through- 
out the towns and villages, especially in the Pays de Vaud, 
and supplied with food, raiment, and. other necessaries. At a 
public fast-day, ordered on the occasion, large sums were 
collected, which were appropriated, not only for supplying 
the wants of the refugees, but also, should occasion offer, for 
affording assistance to those of their brethren who had not 
been so fortunate as to escape the horrors of the persecution. 
These cantons also sent strong admonitions to the Electors of 
Saxony and Brandenburg, the Duke of Wurtemberg, the 
Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, and other German princes, in 
whose territories these martyrs to their creed were imme* 
diately allowed to colonize, and received benefits adequate to 
their wants and sufferings. 

Not content with exterminating the protestants in his own 
dominions, the French king prevailed now also upon the Duke 
of Savoy to renew the persecution of his evangelical subjects 
in the valleys of Piedmont. In the month of January, in the 
midst of the rigours of a severe winter, and notwithstanding 
their own lowly supplications, and the intercessions of many 
states and princes, the duke issued an. order for them irome* 
diately to evacuate his territories. Some of them vainly 
attempted to maintain themselves by force ; and by their rash-- 
ness irritated the sovereign to a degree that proved fatal to 
the urgent mediation of the pi'otestant cantons, whose depu- 
ties appeared at the court of Turin towards the end of 
February, but were refused all their requests, except the 
leave to go among the deluded people, and exhort them to 
submission. Here also their admonitions proved ineffectual : 
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(He duke had recourse to arms; and all were driven from chap. 
their habitations. Towards the end of December, the diet of ^^^^ 



Arau agreed upon a regulation for distributing these exiles in 
different parts of their territories. It was here decreed, that 
out of every hundred of them, Zuric should provide for twenty- 
eight, Berne forty •four, Basle thirteen, Shaff'hausen nine, and 
St. Gallen six. The proportion that, according to this rate, 
the city of Zuric admitted, amounted to no less than seven 
iiundred. The cantons, unable to provide for the whole in^ 
flux, negotiated with various German princes, and with the 
states-gener>al, for adequate settlements for the nunibers they 
could not retain ; and received great encouragement from the 
JElector of Brandenburg, who offered considerable tracts of 
land for colonies, and ample provision for their- establish* 
ment.** The Vaudois, on the other hand, shewed the greatest i68i. 
reluctance to remove to a region so remote and inclement, 
especially after having experienced the hospitality and genial 
temperature of the Helvetic dales. Some, rather than wahdej^ 
to that distance, took refuge in the palatinate, and the dutchy 
of Wurtemberg ; but many, yidding to the insuperable love 
of their country, collected arms, and actually prepared to force 
their way back to their native soil, fully determined to await 
either the compassion of the relenting government, or their 
own final extermination. The cantons opposed, both by per- 
suasion and some force, the execution of this extravagant 



■*• About this time (in November, 1687) -arrived in Swisserland an English agent, 
named Coxe, who offered to negotiate for a supply of four thousand Helvetic troops : 
his proposal was readily accepted by the protestant cantons, who paid no regard to 
the umbrage this gave to the catholics; but the terms offiered on both sides were 
inadmissible, and the whole plan soon proved abortive. 

Ggs 
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CHAP, design, and hostilities were near commencing bfelvVe^n the 
' parties^ when, the Frmch having entered the palatinate, all 
those who had fled into that country were driven back upcMi 
the frontiers of Swisserland. These felt the extremes of 
mis^y, having for a time been reduced to the necessity of 
Subsisting upon the wild produce of the field, and, half-naked, 
to seek shelter in the woods and caverns. The diet at Arau, 
seeing no other alternative but either to admit them once 
more, or to abandon them to certain perdition, preferred the 
former, on a positive promise from the head of each family, 
that early in the next spring they would seek an asylum 
elsewhere. 

1689* The spring arrived, and no steps were taken for fulfilling 

this promise. The cantons grew weary of the perverseness of 
their guests; and having supplied them with money for a 
distant journey, reconducted them to the frontiers. Hence, 
however, these unhappy sufferers immediately returned, and 
having once more collected arms at St. Gallen, Neuchattel, and 
Geneva, they again prepared to force their way to their native 
valleys by different roads. A body of fifteen hundred, most 
of whom however were French refugees, crossed the lake of 
Geneva^ unobserved, proceeded to Salenche in Faubigny, and 
reached, without any considerable opposition, the summit of 
mount Cenis : they here met with some of the Piedmontese 
cavalry ; but they surmounted every obstacle, and actually 
arrived at Bobbio, one of their original seats. Here they 
would infallibly have been crushed, had not the Duke of 
Savoy, about this time, in a war that broke out between 
France and the empire, fortunately for them, abandoned the 
former, and sided with the latter. Being aware of the utility 
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he mi^ derive from these people, in repelling the attacks chap. 
he had to expect from France, he not only reinstated those ^^J^J^j^^ 
who had thus ventured to return, hut also proclaimed his 
permisskm for all who had wandered to distant parts, to re« i^9c>* 
visit their ancient habitations. Accordingly seven hundred 
from Brandenburg, and about one hundred who had settled 
in Wurtemberg, met near Shaffhausen, and were allowed to 
proceed through the Rheinthal and the Grison country, to 
Chiavenim; being throughout this tract hospitably enter* 
tained, and supplied with all things requisite fcfv the continua* 
tion of their journey. Having arrived in their valleys,, they 
found the devastation so great, that they saw themselves com«> 
pdled tp have 6hce more recourse to their Helv^ian brethren 
and benefactors. These not only contributed largely towards 
reeving their present wants, but obtained also ample supplies 
from otlwr powers, towards which England was no moderate 
contributor. 

This hdweiver, proved, like those they had received before; but 
atemporary resf^te from persecution. Three years had sdarcely 
ekpsed before this devoted people experienced fresh outrages, 
which drove many of them to their former retreats among the 1694. 
Confederates, who being already over-burdened with Frencit 
refugees, ttiought k incumbent on them to seek every oppor* 
tuhity to exonerate theinsdves of at least a part of this 
oppressive load. They conferred with Viscount Galloway, 
who, at this time, made some stay at Zuric on his return from 
his residence at Turin in a public character, in order to pro* 
vide Some place of refuge for this wretched people in the 
British isles. He gave them hopes of a speedy settlement in 
Ireland ; and this expectation induced the cantons to retain 
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CHAP, their guests till the intended plan could bife earned into ex»* 
^s=i, cut ion. Four years after, no progress having been madeiii 

1698, ^he proposed establishment, the refugee themselves, of both 
natiohs (now increased by upwards of three thousand fresh 
Vaudois emigrants) sent some of their own ministers to 
England, Holland, Brandenburg, and other protestant states^ 
to solicit, in the most pressing manner, either a district to 
dwell in, or some pecuniary relief. In the spring of the fol-^ 

1699. lowing year, great numbers, having received considevaUesu^* 
plies from the cantons, actually departed, and djsperscKl tbeia-* 
selves in various parts of Wurtemberg, Hessia, Braridenbui^; 
I:uneburg, Holstein^ and other countries^wherejcoloniesiatfe still 
extant, which retain their language, their habits, their peculiar 
pastors, and fcnrm of worship, and have no ways.asfiiniilated'with 
the natives. Of the sums which these visitors have cost the 
protestant cantons, during the many years they weire their 
principal supporters, some conjecture may be formed from- the 
public accounts of the city of Zudc^from. which it Appears, 
that above four hundred thousand florins had been supfdied by 
this single state from the public funds ; the private contribu* 
tions, of which no estimate can be made, being besides known 
to have extended to an amount by no means inconsiderable. 

Succession On the death of John Lewis, Duke ( who, having entered into 
til ^^^ ^ ' holy orders, was likewise called the Abb6) of Longueville, the 
1^94- principality of Neuchattel, which near two centuries before 
had devolved to his family by marriage,*' was claimed by his 
sister the diitchess, more usually known by the name of 
Madame de Nemours. Her title was indeed contested by the 
Prince of Conti, who produced a will of the deceased abb^ ; 

«' See Vol. IL p. 91. 
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and even by William the Third of England, as representative chap. 
of the house of Chabns, formerly the lords paramount, of that * 

province : but both these claimants, and especially the French 
king, who warmly supported the title of Conti, were at length, 
in: a great measure through the vigorous exertions of the 
Swiss cantons, tarought to yield to the award of the states of 
the country, who decided in favour of the dutchess. On her 
demise however without issue, the contest for. the successipci *7«7* 
became much more violent and intricate ; no less than thirteen 
pretenders of the houses of Chalons, Nassau-Orange, and 
Longueville ; and even the canton of Uri^ which had never 
acceded to the surrender of this provixKe, formerly made by the 
other cantons^ to the first sovereign of the house of Longue^ 
ville, entered the lists for the inheritance. The question wa3 
cmce more referred to the states ; and these, after having esta*- 
blished a code for the administratioci of their country, decided 
in favour of the King of Prussia, as representative of the 
Princes of Nassau-Orange, and ultimately of the house, of 
Chalons This award was solemnly confirmed at the peacQ 
of Utrecht. 

_ . 8. War of Tocketihurg. 

' The bold and hardy race inhabiting the long narrow val* Preparatory 
leys at the head of the Thur, had from time immemorial ac- 
knowledged the supreme authority of a succession of counts, 
from whom they repeatedly obtained franchises \vhich^ pro- 
bably, consideribg their own energy, and their situation among 
free-minded neighbours, could not easily be, withheld from 
them. Count Donatus conferred on them a ch^ter of liber- (1399) 
ties, which he bound all his successors to confirm before they 
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CHAP, could claim the homage of their subjects. But none was so 
«HBB& munificent as Count Frederick, the last male of that ancient 
race ; who, regardless of the interests of the several compe«- 
titors, who he knew would, after his demhe, raise a warm 
contest for his succession, added to the many prerogatives aU 
ready possessed by the people, new privileges, which collec- 
tively bordered upon independence. Among these, none had 
a greater tendency towards their absolute emancipation^ than 
his authorizing them to form alliances with the cantons of 
Schwitz and Claris : and in fact, soon after his demise, which 
was followed by the severe conflict that led to the war of 

^1440.) Zuric,** they entered into a close union with those two can- 
tons, which has subsisted to our dap,, and has often been the 
means of restraining the arbitrary attempts of their subse- 
quent lords. The two barons, Hildebrand and Peterman de 
Raron, to whom the widow of Count Frederick had ceded her 
dubious right to the succession, granted to this principal dis-** 
tricts of this country four additional charters, enlarging and 
confirming their municipal privileges, which they continued 
to enjoy without interruption as long as their territory re- 
mained in the dependence of that family. This period, un- 
happily, was not of long duration ; the abovementioned Peter- 
man having, on his succeeding to the whole county by the 
death of his brother, and being himself without male issue, 
listened to the offers of Ulric, Abbot of St. Gallen, for the 

(1468.) purchase of the province ; and actually accepted for the same> 
the sum of fourteen thousand five hundred florins, reserving 
to the people all the rights and immunities irrevocably granted 
them by their former sovereigns. The successors of this abbot 

^" Sec Book lU chap. «. 
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have ever siiw^e retained the possession of this county, until chap. 
the late invasion put a period to all property. isb— =«? 

Ulric, who. bore with impatience the restraints laid upon 
him by the amplle immunities of the people, nejglected no op- 
portunity that offered, or that he could create, for abridging 
them ; and with this view he, in his prelatic as well as secular 
capacity, demanded and obtained an alliance with Schwitz and 
Glaris, the terms of which were not altogether consistent with 
the previous union between those cantons and the Tocken- 
burghers. Subsequent abbots pursued the same course, and 
the cantons shewing a irianifest partiality in favour of the ab- 
bot, from whom they derived greater advantages than from 
the people, the latter found themselves, at first by slow and 
imperceptible degrees, and afterwards openly and avowedly, 
stripped of most of the rights and exemptions, to which they 
knew they had an unquestionable claim. 

Soon after came the rfeformation, which made a rapid pro- 
gress in the valley of Tockenburg, and afforded to the abbot 
frequent and specious pretences for laying new restraints upon 
the people; the plea of counteracting heresy being, by him 
and his advisers,, considered as an ample justification of every 
harsh . proceeding. Frequent appeals were made to the two 
cantons,. which> by virtue of the doubleunion, were arbitraitors 
ii> all cases of dispute; but the cause of orthodoxy was so 
prevalent, in those cantons, that the protestants of the val- 
leys could seldom obtain the redress to which impartid men 
thought them entitled. . In one of these appeals the abbot (1510.) 
Ventured to call the people bis slaves, and was not censured by 
the arbitrators : he soon after industriously availed himself of 
the religious animosities of: the people to establish his own. 
VOL. II. H h 
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CHAP, courts of judicature, from which he would no longer suffer an 

^^^* appeal; and having succeeded in this, he appropriated all 

(1539) fines to his own use, and assumed the right, which had been 
formally granted to the people, of naming the magistrates. 
Few protestants after this, it may be imagined, were admitted 

(1543O to stations of any pre-eminence. He was next induced to seize 
on all ecclesiastical preferments, and claimed the right of 
administering all church revenues : and after having long ex- 

(1621.) ercised an almost absolute sway in civil matters, he at length 
also assumed the right of regulating all military affairs. 

These gradual encroachments, and the supineness of Schwitz 
and Claris, did »ot escape the notice of the protestant can* 
tons ; and Zuric in particular, having been ap|Nrised of the 
grievances sustained by their brethren in the adjacent vftttey^ 
and claiming the right given them by the confederacy (of 
which the abbot and his territories were members) of inter- 
fering in matters that related to the body at large, and espe- 

(1634.) daily to religious toleration, moved in a diet, that deputies 
should be sent to the prelate to intercede in favour of the in- 

(1663.) suited peopk. This measure having proved ineffectual, a second 
deputation was sent, after a long interval, but with no better 
success ; and towards the end of the century, the abbot found 
means to establish a despotism which proved equally galling to 
bis inyur^ subjects of botih persuasions. Both loudly complain- 
ed, and now saw themi^lves jointly reduced to the desp^Bte 
alternative of either recurring to the dangerous expedient of 
resistance, or of being oppressed under an ignominious- ypke. 
Having resolved to seek redress, their first step was a li^al 
appeal to the two. allied cantons, before whom they laid their 
1 7024 grievances, and ample evidence of the truth of their all^ations^ 
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The canton of Schwitz made an award which, in the main, chap. 
proved unfavourable to the plaintiffs ; but Glaris came to a 
determination to afford relief to the oppressed, and for this 
purpose to call upon all parties to renew the ancient compacts, 
and thereby restore all former privileges, and remove every 
cause of future complaint. Schwitz at length yielded to the 
forcible arguments of Glaris ; and a day was appointed for the 
renewal and solemn confirmation of the general union. The 
abbot** not only rejected the offer, but, when the deputies of 
the cantons came to the valleys of Tockenbui^ to attend the 
solemnity, they were even impeded by his officers, and every 
obstacle was raised against the intended pacification. Find- 
ing that the two cantons would not desist from their purpose, 
he made an appeal to the Helvetic law of arbitration. Not 
meeting here with the countenance he expected, he forfeited 
his allegiance to the confederacy by entering into a defensive 
treaty with the Emperor Leopold the First, as Archduke of 
Austria, in which he claimed the right of calling foreign troops 
into the country. 

The contest now involved many parties, who ail became 
equally violent and tenacious ; and a long series of fruitless 
conferences, diets, appeals, and arbitrations, continued for 
some years to agitate the people's minds, and to impel them 
to a degree of acrimony, which, since religion had been in- 
troduced as one of the principal incentives, it was manifest 
would never be allayed without compulsive, and no doubt 
sanguinary means. Even the admission of the Gr^orian 
calendar, which the catholics of Tockenburg had adopted, but 

^ Leodigar Bargisser of Luceiti, who succeeded to the abbejr anno i6g6. 
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the protestants rejected with abhorrence, became a cause of 
additional enmity and rancour. England,*^ Holland, Prussia, 
Hanover, and Hessia, tendered their friendly offices towards 
allaying the storm ; and above all things, reprobated the 
armed interference of Austria in the affeirs of the confederacy, 
as militating against the express stipulations of the peace of 
Westphalia : but their benevolent purposes were likewise de- 
feated by the stubborn inveteracy of the parties. The abbot 
now ventured to stigmatize his opponents in the valley with 
the opprobrious appellation of rebels, and thus gave the signal 
for open hostilities. 

About Easter in the succeeding year, the magistrates of 
Zuric, who, more earnestly than the other Helvetic govern- 
ments^ espoused the cause of the protestants in thfe contiguous 
province, ordered some forces to approach the frontiers. The 
abbot, on the other hand, in defiance of the chartered privi- 
leges of the country, sent troops into the castles, and supplied 
theia with ammunition and provisions. These troops he had, 
on an urgent remonstrance, agreed to withdraw ; but delay- 
ing the execution of his promise, the people, early in the next 
17 10. year, collected in numbers, and entered some of the castles with 
an armed force. At Schwarzenbach and Lutispurg they met 
with no opposition ; but at Yberg they had to encounter the 

-resistance of an Amazon, the wife of the bailiff, who drew out 
the garrison, and made a stand, in which three of the assailants 

:were dangerously wounded. The attack however succeeded ; 
and the heroine, with her husband, who in his trepidation had 
not half^lressed himself, and the garrison, was led beyond the 



^^ Sta^n was 3t6ds time Britinb miaister in Swi^erland. 
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frontiers, and dismissed. The insurgents took likewise posses- chap* 
sion of two convents, and secured the passes : but anarchy and 
confusion in the mean time prevailed throughout the valleys ; 
one community took up arms against the other ; in some the 
people were at variance with their magistrates ; but most of 
them renounced their allegiance to the abbot. The protestant 
cantons meanwhile declared, that unless the prelate renounced 
his alliance with Austrfa, their deputies should no longer sit at 
a diet with his representatives. 

Berne andZuric, who were by many previous compacts, and 
now by the express requisition of the protestants of Tocken- 
burg, called upon to interpose in this .contest, seeing that an 
appeal to the sword would be inevitable, made serious pre- 
parations for war. Luc^rn, Zug, Uri, Schwitz, and Under- 
walden, on the other hand, who had an equal right to interfere, 
declared their intention to support the catholics, and likewise 
•summoned their military force. John Ulric Nabholz, a citizen 
of Zuric, who had been repeatedly employed by his goverrt- 
ment in the fruiUess, negotiations that had preceded this open 
rupture, appeared now at* the head of some forces, and being 
aided by Poesh and Hudlinger, two of the protestiint dema- 
gogues in the valleys, took possession of the monasteries of St. 
John and Magdedau, which, by their situation, commanded a 
great; part of. the country : they likewise secured many other 
passes and strong-holds, broke down the bridges that might 
jEacilitate a sttrpride,and in a short time became masters of the 
whole valley. Many friends of the abbot having withdrawn 
.themselves, their families (so far from being insulted by the 
new possessors) were immediately sent after them unmolested ; 
and the catholics .themselves, who staid behind, have freely 
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CHAP, acknowledged, that not a church or an image had been vio^ 
lated, not a religious votary insulted, and that in no instance 
was the service of the Romish church impeded by the troops 
of Zuric. Their testimony concerning the Tockenburghers 
was by no means so favourable. 

The catholic cantons, on the other hand, sent forces to 
occupy the towns of Baden, Bremgarten, and the whole of the 
free bailiwicks, chiefly with a view to prevent the junction of 
the troops of Berne and Zuric ; and thus were the horrors of 
civil war at once spread throughout the country. The abbot 
also gathered all the forces he could command in his peculiar 
territory,** and his dependencies in the Thurgau and Rhein- 
thai, which, amounting to some thousands, entered the town 
of Wyl ; while all the valuable effects of the abbey were con*- 
veyed across the lake of Constance to Lindau, to which place 
the prelate himself, and his monks, soon after fled for refuge. 
On the sixteenth of May the troops of Berne and Zuric ad* 
vanced before Wyl, and raised batteries against its walls ; but 
the garrison made so feeble a resistance, that after a short 
cannonade and bombardment, the place was on the twenty- 
second found wholly evacuated. The besiegers having sta- 
tioned one thousand men in the conquered town, advanced 
towards St. Gallen, reduced the abbey and its territory, and 
penetrated as far as Roshach on the lake of Constance, where 
they likewise established a garrison. 

Having achieved this enterprise, the two cantons next 
directed their arms against the invaders of Baden and the free 
bailiwicks. Bremgarten surrendered after a severe conflict, 
maintained by the troops of Zuric ; and here a body of Berners 

»« UsuaUy called the Old District. 
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having joined these troops, the leaders resolved upon and chap. 
planned the attack of Baden. On the twenty-ninth of May . 

the Zurichers entered the village of Wettingen, and were, 
though without effect, cannonaded from the castle of Baden : 
on the next day, four thousand men, with forty pieces of 
cannon and four mortars, invested the town ; and two days 
after the garrison made a vigorous sally, which however was. 
repulsed without much loss on either side. The besiegers 
after this kept up so brisk a fire, that many houses, towers, 
and churches, were damaged, and a wide breach was opened 
in the walls of the castle. The Derners, who had advanced 
through Mellingen and Windish, arrived how at the opposite 
side of the town, six thousand in num4:>er, with twenty cannon^ 
and several mortars and howitzterS* The garrison on their 
approach immediately ceased firing, and offered terlns of 
capitulation : but the besiegers having received fresh supplies 
of artillery and ammunition, and arhong other articles, the 
necessary implements for firing red hot balls, demanded a sur- 
render at discretion. This wa:$ soon agreed to ; and the forces 
of the five catholic cantons, commanded by Crivelli of Uri, 
were suffered to withdraw, whilst all the burghers and peo- 
ple of the district were disarmed. 

The emperor meanwhile held a diet at Ratisbonne, where N^gotia. 
he formally arraigned the proceedings of the two protestant 
cantons respecting the abbey, which he represented as a feudal 
dependence of the empire ; and obtained a decree,** censuring 
their conduct, and authorizing the emperor to take effectual 
measures towards reinstating the abbot in his dominions. 
The cantons answered with firmness, appealing to the peace 

3* Dated June 30, 1711. 
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CHAP, of Westphalia for the absolute independence of every member 
-i ^ of the confederacy, and stating the compacts which had author 

rized them to interfere in the quarrel between the abbot and 
his subjects. A long. series of answers, rejoinders, projects, 
and counterprojects, were upon this reciprocally exchanged. 
Several powers offered their mediation ; but all to no eflfect. 
Considerable bodies of Imperial and French troops approached 
the frontiers : the pope and several qandinak supplied money ^ 
to the catholic Confederates, for whose success public prayers 
were offered up at Rome ; while England, Holland, Prussia, 
Hessia, and other German princes, openly avowed their dis- 
approbation of the interference of the empire in the. domestic 
concerns of the confederacy. 

During several weeks of tedious negotiation, the greatest 
difficulties arose from the five catholic cantons, who obsti- 
nately refused to relinquish. their share in the sovereignty 
of Baden and the free, bailiwicks, of which, the two protes* 
tant cantons now insisted upon retaining the sole property. 
Two of the former however, Lucern and Uri,.were at length 
brought to acquiesce in this important sacrifice; and, upon 
terms that were reprobated by their three associate cantons^ 
they, on the eighteenth of July, signed a separate paci- 
fication. 
Fresh This pacification lasted one day. The people of the three, 

hostile cantons met in great numbers, aqd in a tumultuary 
manner demanded to be. led against the heretics; and the 
contagion spreading aroun^tj them, the alarni bells . rung, 
throughout Lucern and Uri on the nineteenth, and the 
burghers and peasants, at the instigation, as has been posi- 
tively asserted by the Spanish envoy, of the pope's nuncio and 
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the clergy, resumed their arms, and once more took the field, chap. 
On the tNyentieth, a body of between five and six thousand ^ 

men of the five cantons, under the command of Ackerman, a 
magistrate of Underwalden, crossed the Reuss at Gyslikon, 
and advanced with speed along that river, with a view to sur- 
prise a detachment of twelve hundred Berners, who were 
posted at Sins. The priest of this place, having agreed to 
betray the heretics, entertained their officers at a meal, and 
persuaded them that there was not the least cause for appre- 
hension. In this state of security, they learnt suddenly that 
the enemy had entered the village, and actually surrounded 
them. Unable to form any plan of defiance, some forced their 
way through the midst of the enemy, while the greatest num- 
ber took shelter in the church, and behind the walls of the 
burying-ground. Being soon after driven into the belfry, the 
cathplics collected great heaps of wet straw at the foot of the 
steeple, and setting it on fire, occasioned a smoke, which suf- 
focated many of the Berners, Induced others to throw them- 
selves headlong into the road, and compelled the remainder to 
surrender at discretion. The rest of the protestant army 
(those of Zuric having incurred much blame for not having 
advanced to the relief of the party at Sins) retired before the 
triumphant foe, and took post near Villemergen. 

On the twenty-second, a body of Schwitzers attacked the 
intrenchments thrown up by the Zurichers near the lake of 
Jlutten, and along the Sil ; but were repulsed with considerable 
loss. On many of those who had been slain on this occasion, 
were found consecrated scrolls, with numbers upon them, de- 
noting how many of the heretics the bearers would infallibly 
destroy. The catholic army on the Reuss meanwhile advanced 
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towards Villemergen, where the joint forces of Berne and Zuric 
occupied a post of considerable strength. Here, on the twenty- 
fifth, an obstinate and bloody battle took place, which, after 
seven hours of various and alternate successes, terminated at 
length in favour of the protestants. Their army did not ex- 
ceed eight thousand in number. Most of their principal 
leaders having been wounded and led from the field, the 
treasurer Frishing, a veteran seventy-four years of age, took 
the command, exclaiming, * Courage, my friends I I am your 

• father : forsake me not, and be assured that I shall not 

* abandon you : let us live and die together/ The catholic 
army, upwards of twelve thousand in number, lost two- thou** 
sand men, three superior officers, five capuchin friars, and 
several colours, cannon, and ammunition waggons. Two 
hundred men were taken prisoners at Villemergen, and three 
hundred at Muri. The Lucemers were so exasperated, that 
whenever, during the action, a cannon missed its aim, they 
immediately murdered the cannonier. The Bemers pene- 
trated now, without opposition, into the cantons of Lucem and 
Underwalden : they spoiled the lands, and seized the cattle ; 
and saw manifest symptoms that the dismayed Inhabitants 
were earnestly solicitous for a speedy reconciliation. 

The Tockenburghers had no sooner tasted the sweets of 
emancipation from the oppressive sway of their arbitrary 
despot, than they extended their views beyond what they had 
ever aspired to, and aimed at absolute independence. They 
listened to the insinuations of their demagogues, particularly of 
Rudlinger, who had now become the rival and calumniator of 
Nabholz, and endeavoured to supplant this experienced leader, 
who had long enjoyed the esteem and confidence of his supe- 
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riors. They, of their own authority, planned an expedition to chap. 
Uznach, and into the Gaster; and without consulting their mmsmeam 
deliverers, named Kuenz, a soldier of fortune, to the command. 
Zuric however had about the same time resolved to carry their 
arms, jointly with those of Tockenbui^, to Rapperswyl and 
the abovenamed districts, and had appointed Nabholz to ex- 
ecute the prcgect : but this commander met with such oppo- 
sition and chicane from the Tockenburghers, that he suffered 
Ki^nz to lead their troops, still following the march, in order, 
if possible, to contribute by his advice to the success of the 
expedition. They were too tardy in their progress, the town 
of Uznach having surrendered to a detachment from Zuric 
before their approach. They were allowed however to occupy 
the Gaster, while the Zurichers returned to join their coun* 
trymen before Rapperswyl. The burghers of this town, who 
had for some time been dissatisfied with their rulers, sent 
away the garrison Uri had given them, and surrendered, cm 
oondition of retaining the free exercise of their religion, their 
Convents, their property, their former compacts, and other 
valuaM^ privileges. 

Tl^ five catholic cantcms being now satiated with disasters, PaciHcation 
agreed to a general diet at Arau, where, after much debate, they ^^ ^^^* 
rtsohtedoA. the third, ninth, and lastly the eleventh of August^ 
to accede to the late treaty of the eighteenth of July, and yield 
up their cohsoveretgnty to the joint bailiwicks : and moreover 
declared, that they would not only withhold all further aid 
frtitxi the Abbot of St. Gallen, but also use their best en4ea-*^ 
vours tbinciine him to pacific sentiments. 

Thei troops of the tWo protestant cantons, meanwhile, occu- 
{»ed the tertitories of the abbot ; but these cantons, in order to 

li 2 
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CHAP, prove their readiness to come to a final accommodation with 

VII. 

^sBBsa^ ^he prelate, and to remove all cause of suspicion, ordered them 
to be evacuated, leaving only a few civil officer^ for the 
administration of the revenue, and the immediate concerns of 
government. The abbot however declined repeated oflfers 
that were made him, alleging that as a vassal of the empire, he 
could not enter into a negotiation without the concurrence of 
his supreme lord. The cantons, on the other hand, positively 
rejected every interference of foreign powers. The Tocken* 
burghers at the same time, who had now fallen a prey to 
faction and all manner of insubordination, threw additional 
obstacles in the way of a pacification, by the extravagance of 
their demands ; and to adjust all differences, and satify. all pre-% 
tensions, seemed next to an impossibility. - ^ 

I7H* Notwithstanding all these obstacles, a congress was held^t 

Roshach, where terms were drawn up, which appeared adnm*- 
sible to all the parties except the abbot, who still persisted in 

1716. his appeal to the empire. Another congress was held at Baden, 
where, after a profusion of debate, nothing was effected : and 
things continued, in the fifth year after the peace of Arau, in 
this unsettled state, when Berne, weary alike of the long pro- 
tracted discord and desultory warfare, and of the irksome 
prolixity of fruitless negotiation, resolved, without the concur-^ 
rence of Zuric, where the minds of the people were not so 
peaceably inclined, to come to a final accommodation. The 
abbot also seeing himself feebly supported by the emperor, and 
loth to encounter any longer the distresses of a tedious exile, 
lent a willing ear to the offers that were once more made him : 
and matters were drawing to a conclusion, when the prelate, 

1717. after a long life of trouble and disappointed ambition, ended 
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his days at Ravensburg, regretted by few, except those who chap. 
looked to him for emolument. ^^^' - 

He was succeeded by Joseph Rudolphi, a native of Carin- 
thia, who, fortunately for the reduced state of the abbey, was 
of a pacific disposition. A congress which had been convened at and Baden. 
Baden, proceeded in its deliberations ; and at length, notwith- 
standing some opposition on the part of Zuric, and the loud 
remonstrances of the Tockenburghers, the treaty of peace be- 
tween tb^ abbot, Berne, and Zuric, was finally concluded, and 17 18. 
on the fifteenth of June, publicly ratified by all the parties 
cotiG9Kmed. The articles, no less than eighty-three in num- 
ber, related chiefly to the administration of the county of 
Tockenburg, which, on this occasion, was confirmed in the 
enjoyment of many valuable privileges. Thus ended a war, 
commenced upon slight pretences; but the termination of 
which was the last gradual step towards the final settlement 
of the HeWetic constitution, of which an outline will be 
attempted in the ensuing: Chapter. ^^ 

♦ • ' ' ' 

3^ The treaty of Arau is gWen at length in Lamberty's Merooires* t. vii. p. 640. 
Prof. Meister must have felt much gratification in relating^ in the form of a diary> the 
most minute events of this contest, in which his countrymen of Zuric acted a con- 
spicuous part, since he has bestowed upon it no less than three hundred and fifty pages 
of bi$ $ccosiid vdume. . Zurlauben, in his Hist. Militaire de la Suisse, vol. vil. has 
described ^the principal events of this war in the manner most fisivoarabla to the 
catholics. 
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VIII. 



CHAP^ YllU 

Statistical View of the Helvetic Confederacy. 

CHAP. It has already been hinted/ but it is an observatioR so pr^-* 
nant with salutary inferences^ that it may well bear a re|>6^tiaa 
under a different aspect^ that few, if any i of tjke foriAs oi.go^ 
vernment which have had any permanency, and whtdn coi^ 
boast of the advantages of civil liberty, have ever spnmg from 
a set of theoretical rules or maxims, digested methodicaUy by 
a single, or perhaps by a numerous body of diegt&atical }egia-» 
latcMTs ; but that they h^ve in general arisen from a l<»g smes 
of experiments and practical observations, and acquired theur 
consistency from the occasional remedies applied to exigencies^ 
as they occurred in the course of progressive, events. Thus 
have none of the polities framed by Solon, Lycurgus,* the 
adventurous Cromwell, and the no less presumptuous regicides 
of our days, had any duration, or scarcely survived their ori- 
ginal founders ; nor have the admired systems of Plato, More^ 
Harrington, and many other speculative theorists, who have 
laboured in this field of investigation (and some of them confes- 
sedly with much sagacity and wisdom) been ever reduced into 
useful practice. When, on the other hand, we contemplate 
the Roman republic, and the British empire, and the gradual 
perfection each acquired through a series of years, according 

* Sec vol. i. p. 201. ■ The Spartan polity may be deemed an exception i 

but after all, even this did not last much above a century after the death of its author* 
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as experience pointed out the remedies to be applied to defects, chap« 
.against which abstract wisdom could not originally provide, 
we shall be equally struck with the contrast, and be compel* 
led to acknowledge that a good political constitution, neces* 
sarily comprising a multitude of remote and intricate combi- 
nations, is not the work of a day, or of one man, or set of 
men. 

The Helvetic confederacy is another instance of this pro- 
gressive, and at the same time, unpremeditated tendency 
towards perfection. The Swiss cannot boast of any legislator. 
Resolutely bent on preserving the independence for which 
they had incessantly struggled from the very beginning of 
their existence, justice was the corner stone on which they 
erected their political fabric. Without any refined maxims, 
or complicated set of rules, they followed the bent of their 
honest hearts ; and by the gradual improvements of more 
ihan three centuries, at length completed a constitution^ 
which^ while it afforded much matter of censure to acute theo- 
rists, was productive of the happiest consequences, in securing 
the lives and properties of individuals, and the honour and 
prosperity of the nation at large. ' This caifederacy,' says 
an intelligent and well infortned writer, * may well be com- 

* pared to those huge monuments, which have been raised in 

* barbarous ages, l^ the mere efforts of strength, and without 
^ any rules of accurate proportion : they strike the eye, by the 
^ boldness of the enterprise, and their sublime rusticity ; but 
' their solidity and magnificence are rather the effect of an 
^ artless accumulation of masses, than of an exact symmetry, 
< or adaptation of parts. Thus the union of the Helvetic states 
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CHAP. * depends far more upon the rude combination of the internal 
' parts^ and the nature and fortunate situation of their country^ 
' than upon nice estimates of their proportionate equilibrium, 
^ or an elaborate system of political theorems ; arid to this 
* probably will it be indebted for its permanency/' 

The period at which this constitution, may be said to have 
attained its highest degree of perfection was, no doubt, when, 
at the late peace of Arau, all ambiguous claims were finally 
adjusted, all just causes of complaint were removed, and a ge- 
neral oblivion of all past differences was solemnly decreed ; 
insomuch that this treaty has not improperly been denomi- 
nated the pragmatic sanction of Helvetia. This period there- 
fore, which presents the confederacy in the state in which it 
approached nearest to its maturity, may justly be considered 
as the most proper for a general survey of its constituent 
parts, and an investigation of the principles on which the 
aggr^ate was connected, and produced its salutary effects. 
We :shall accordingly attempt a delineation of the outlines of 
this constitution, which displays a greater variety of compli- 
cated, and yet free and effective governments, than has per- 
haps been ever exhibited within so small a compass. 

Its state having been nearly permanent from this period to 
the fatal day immediately preceding the last revolution, it 
may not be improper to adopt the most modern statements, 
which, being more authentic and circumstantial than the pre- 
ceding accounts, will, we trust, prove more satisfactory to the 
reader, whose object is accurate information. 

' Diet, de la Suisse, t. i. p 79. 
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We hope to conciliate both brevity and perspicuity by col- 
lecting all the facts which can be reduced under general heads, 
into the following summary tables.* 
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I. THE CANTONS. 





Square 
Miles. 


Populition. 


Contingent 
of Troops. 


Form of 
Government. 


Religion. 


Language. 


I. Zuric - - 


676 


175,000 


I>400 


Aristo-de- 
mocratic 


Protestant 


German 


II. Berne . ■ 


3,840 


S74.000 


2,000 


Aristocratic 


Protestant 


German and 
French 


III. Lucern - 

IV. Uri - - - 


544 


100,000 
26,000 


1,200 

400 


Aristocratic 
Democratic 


Catholic 
Catholic 


German 
German and . 
Italian 


V. Schwitz - 

VI. Underwalden 
Vin Zug - - 
VIII. Claris - - 


3«6 

102 
336 


23>coo 

20,000 
16,000 


600 
4X>0 

400 
400 


Democratic 
Democratic 
Democratic 
Democratic 


Catholic 
Catholic 
Catholic 
Mixed 


German 
German 
German 
German 


IX. Basle - . 


160 


40,000 


400 


Aristo-de- 
mocratic 


Protestant 


German 


X. Friburg - 


467 


73»ooo 


800 


Aristocratic 


Catholic 


German and 
French 


XI. Soleure - - 


288 


45>ooo 


600 


Aristocratic 


Catholic 


German 


XII. Shaffhausen 


128 


30,000 


400 


Aristo- de- 
mocratic 


Protestant 


German 


XIII. Appenzel - 


256 


51,000 


600 


Democratic 


Mixed 


German 


Totals. 


7.85* 


996*500 


9,600 





♦ The greatest part of the materials for compiling these tables has been collected 
from Durand*s Statistique clementaire de la Suisse. The measures of extent, which 
in foreign authors are generally given in German miles, fifteen to a degree, are here 
Teduced to geographical miles, sixty to a degree. The arms of the cantons will be 
found on the medal on the title page of this volume, under the numbers assigned to 
them in the above table : those of the principal associates and allies are on the 
inner circle, under the following numbers : i. The Grison leagues. 2, The Valais. 
3. Neuchattel. 4. Geneva. 5. St. Gallen. 6. Bienne, 
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THE HISTORY OF 
II. THE SUBJECT BAILIWICKS, 

ALL UNDER A MONARCHICAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 



I. Thurgau 
a. Rheinthal 

3. Sargans • 

4, Gaster - "1 
e. Uznach - \ 



i 



5. Uznach 
6» Gambs 

7. Rapperswyl - 

8. Baden - • 

9. The upper ^ 
free Bailiwicks 

10. The lower 
free Baitiwicks 

11. Bremgarten 

12. Mellingcn ^ 

13. Schwartzen-"^ 
berg - - 

14. Morat - - 

15. Granson • 

16. Orbe and 
Echallens - , 

17. Bellinzona - 

18. Riviera, or 
Polese - - 

19. ValdiBlenzo 

20. Lugano - - 

21. Locarno - - 
2*. Val Maggia - 
23. Mendrisio - 

Totals. 




Sovereigns. 



vin. Old 

Canton* 
Ditto and Ap 

penzel 
VIIL Old 

Cantons 

Schwitz and 
Glaris 

Zurrc ami 

Berne 
Zuric, B^rne, 

and Glaris 
VIIL Old 

Cantons 



Religion. 



Mixed 
Mixed 
Mixed 

Catholic 

Catholic 

Mixed 

Catholic 



Languigc. 



Zuric, Berne, c^jj^^li^ 
and Glaris 



Zuric, Berne, 
and Glaris 

Berne and 
Friburg 



Uri, Schwitz, 
and Under- 
walden 

All the Can- 
tons except 
Appenzel 



Catholic 

Catholic 

Protestant 
Protestant 

Mixed 
Catholic 

Catholic 



German 
German 
German 

German 

German 
German 
German 
German 
German 

German 

Germ. & Fr. 
Germ.&Fr. 

French 
Itsdian 

ilaliaa 
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CONFEDERATED STATES. 


CHAP. 
VllL 






Sqvare 
Miki. 


Population. 


Contingent 
of Troops. 


Form of 
Government* 


Religion. 


Language. 


• 

1 

• 


"I, The Abbey of St. 
Gallen - . 

a. Alte Land^hafft 

b, Tockenburg 

2. The City of St. "1 

Gallen - - / 

3. The town and 1 

temtory of 
Bienne - - J 
^4. Mulhausen* - 


124 

188 

>44 


45,000 
46,000 

8>30o 

5,500 
8,000 


[1,000 
J 

200 

200 


Monarchical 
Limited Mo- 
narchy 
Aristo-demo- 
cmtic 

Mono-aristo- 
cratic 

Democratic 


Catholic 
Mixed 

Protestant 

Protestant 
Protestant 


German 
German 

German 

German 
German 


• • 




"^i. The Grison 1 

leagues - - J 

Their subject 1 

provinces - J 

1. The Vakus - - 

3. Neudiattd and 1 

Valengin • - J 

4. Geneva - - . 

5. Part of the -^ 

Bishoprick of 1 
Basle allied to | 
the Cantons ^ 


960 

1,280 

240 

88 

106 


150,000 

100,000 
100,000 

40,500 
34*000 

24,000 


- 


Democratic 

MonarchiQd 

6 diz.democr. 

idiz.aristocr. 

Mono-aristo- 
cratic 

Aristo-demo- 
cratic 

Mono-aris- 
tocratic 


Mixed 

Catholic 

Cathcdic 

Protestant 

Protestant 

Protestant 


German and 
Romansh 

Italian 

French and 
German 

l^conch and 
German 

French 
French 




III. Sovereignties 
under the protec- 
tion of the Forest 
Cantons. 


-I. The Abbey of 1 

Engclberg - J 

2. Gersau - ~ - 


28 


4.500 
1,000 


— 


Monarchical 
Democratic 


Catholic 
Catholic 


German 
German 


Totals. 


5,462 


566,800 


1,400 




Totals in the whole 
Confederacy. 


>5.H5 


1,907,300 


13.400 


. 



* Tbia tawB ww butpftttially Mtnitted to tin; general diets. 8ee^ vol.ii. p. 171. 

Kka 
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VIII. 



I . Aristo- 
cratic Can- 
tons. 

Berne. 



In surveying the various constitutions which prevailed in 
the several independent states that composed the Helvetic 
body, it will materially tend to facilitate a comprehensive 
view of the whole, to wave the order of precedency which had 
been established among them, and to class them according ta 
their general forms; whereby after having delineated the 
principal features of those which predominated in each class, 
we shall be able to convey an adequate idea of those of a 
subordinate rank, by merely pointing out the less essential 
deviations. Beginning therefore with the aristocratic can- 
tons, we shall first contemplate the government of Berne, 
which, if its constitution be once duly comprehended, may 
serve as a standard of comparison for those of Lucern, Fri- 
burg, and Soleure, all which partake in the main of the same 
fundamental elements. 

The aristocracy of Berne so far from having arrived at the 
supremacy it exerted in its most flourishing period, by en- 
croachments on the liberties of the people, has in fact, as will 
appear by a short retrospect of the history of this once pros- 
perous state, rather at times relaxed from the prerogatives 
with which it had been originally invested, thati ever sought 
to enforce or extend them by arbitrary proceedings.* When 
Cuno de Bubenberg, under the authority of the Duke of 
Zaeringen, and the sanction of the empire, founded the city of 
Berne, the object of the undertaking was avowedly, to afford 
to the inferior nobility a refuge from the lawless^ power of 
the counts and superior vassals, which, in those -times -of — 



• Among other instances may be mentioned, the limitation of the power oF the 
bannerets which had become vexatious, the excluding hear relations from' the senate* 
the election of bailiffs by lot and not by yotes, &c. 
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anarchy and confusion, shook even the throne itself. This chap. 
secondary nobility therefore formed the first body politic/ 
The neighbouring peasantry who, in no small numbers, 
availed themselves of the security afforded by the wise and 
vigorous administration that soon prevailed in this infant but 
rising state, not only willingly, but even gladly submitted to 
the sway of a set of men, of liberal condition, who them- 
selves incessantly struggled against the inroads of despotic 
powier, and who could only maintain themselves by strict 
integrity and undaunted firmness. This peasantry, and many 
artificers and traders, who were allured by the same prospect 
of safety, and by thelucre which always attends a numerous 
population, became, jointly with the nobles, the order of 
citizens or burghers. This order indeed was never collec- 



^ Prof. Meiners, in his Letters on Swisserland (vol. I. p. 233) is at considerable 
pains to prove ths^t Berne \\nd originally a denuKratic form of government ; and 
grounds his assertion on various ancient muniments> among which he lays great 
stress on the charter granted to the city by the Emperor Frederic IF. in the year 
1218, in which tbe citizens, bargbers, and commonality, occur as members of the le- 
gislature. In this however he is contradicted by the most accurate historians.. Ad- 
mitting that at the time, aaid soqn after the foundation^ the nobles were in fact, as is 
above stated, the body politic, this difference of opinion will at once be reconciled ; 
and the government, the succession in the offices being elective and not hereditary, 
may not improperly obtain the name the Prof, is willing to assign to it, of a demo- 
cratic aristocracy. This is the nu^re probable, as we know of no time when the 
people surrendered, or were bereaved of any privilege by the nobles : nor is it at all 
likely that a nobility, comparatively weak in numbers, and without forces, should im- 
pose a galling yoke on a numerous people, possessed of arms, and of a free spirit. 
Many instances moreover have occurred very recently in which, to the title of avoyer, 
great and little council, was added that of burghers ; and yet it is well known that 
the burghers, as such, had no share whatever in the government. They may at times, 
though not de jure, have been consulted ; but a single, or a few instances of this 
nature, do not surely constitute a right or practice. 
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CHAP, tively called upon to perform acts of sovereignty, or even to 
-jjj^Jj^ sanction the proceedings of those who steered the helm ; but 
yet the nobles, so far from endeavouring to retain the su- 
preme authority exclusively in their hands, soon consented, 
without any compulsive inducement, that the lowest of the 
burghers should be eligible to the highest offices in the state ; 
and moreover that they might combine into tribes or guilds, 
to which they conceded many valuable privileges, together 
with sufficient powers to assert them. Twelve of these 
tribes, which were usually called abbeys, were formed ; four 
of which, those of the bakers, the smiths, the batchers, and 
tanners, had the pre-eminent right of displaying each a ban- 
ner ; whence the bannerets, four of the highest officers in tbe 
state, could only be chosen out of these privileged bodies. 
These four abbeys appear likewise to have formed the terri- 
torial division of the city ; and it seems probable that the 
eight other tribes had no local designation, but were promis- 
cuously dispersed throughout these four wards. The whole 
number of families, which of late constituted the burghership, 
did not exceed two hundred and fifty, and among these only 
seventy were the truly patrician, out of which the magistrates 
were usually chosen. Thus secured in the means of main- 
taining what they deemed an ample share of civil liberty, the 
citizens followed with alacrity their respective avocations, 
and saw without the least murmur the supreme authority 
centered in a council, whose numerous memb^s operated as 
a check upon each other, and who, though instituted for life, 
were yet liable to be removed upon any well attested delin- 
quency. This council, with its various branches and depen- 
dencies, it will now be our business to consider, both as to 
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the manner in which it was constituted, and the powers with chap. 
with which it was invested. ^^"* 



This supreme legislative, as well as executive and judicial Supreme 
body, consisted, as its title denoted, of the avoyer, the little 
und the great council.^ The latter of these councils, which in 
fact comprised the two other branches of the l^islature, be- 
ing properly the depositary of the supreme authority, was 
also named the sxyoereign council^ and (though of late its num- 
ber has always been greater) the council of two hundred.^ Its 
full complement was, after various changes, fixed at two hun- 
dred and ninety-nine ; which number however it seldom re- 
tained for any length of time, it having been of late a constant 
practice, in order to obviate the cabals which ever attend a 
competition to few vacancies, and perhaps, as Stanyan inti- 
mates, to reduce the number of candidates to the bailiwicks, 
who were always members of the council, not to proceed to 
an election until the vacancies amounted to at least eighty, 
which, according to the usual rate of mortality, happened in 
general every ten or eleven years/"" This council, of which 
the avoyers, the senators, and all the officers of state," were 
members, was authorized to make and repeal laws, to declare 
war, conclude peace, and form alliances, to judge in all capi- 
tal cases within the district of the city, to determine all civil 
causes that came before it by appeal, and to delegate powers 



• Wc propose, in order the better to discriminate the two councils, to appropriate 
to the former the name of senate, which indeed it frequently obtained In the statistical 
writings of this country. 

» Towards the end of the 13th century it actually consisted of 200 members. 

'• The elections of late have been in the years 1755, 1764, 1775, 1785, 1795. 

" The treasurers, bannerets, tcizeniers, seeret senators, &c. 
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The Senate. 



Officers of 
State. 



to inferior magistrates, courts, and civil departments. It ul- 
timately regulated all that concerned the revenue ; superin- 
tended whatever related to the public edifices, when the 
value exceeded the sum of one hundred crowns ; and finally 
determined all matters that were referred to its decision by 
the senate. It usually met twice a week, but on urgent oc- 
casions more frequently. 

The senate, which, as it met every day, Sundays and fes- 
tivals excepted, was likewise called the daily council, consisted 
of the two avoyers, the two treasurers, the four bannerets, 
seventeen ordinary and two secret senators. These seven 
and twenty members discussed and prepared all matters that 
were to be laid before the great council, dispatched all cur- 
rent affairs that related to the police, and conferred all church 
preferments, and many civil offices : they ordered gratuities 
within the limits of one hundred crowns ; and ultimately de- 
cided all criminal causes, except those which were reserved 
for the great council, or some privileged municipality or 
vassal. But the greatest consequence they possessed, was 
derived from the great share they had in filling up the va- 
cancies in the great council ; and the pbwer vested in them 
of convoking this council, whenever an incident occurred, 
which appeared to them to call for so vigorous a measure. 
Whenever the great council sat, this senate became incorpo- 
rated in it, and retained no peculiar authority of its own. At 
other times it was not improperly considered as the executive 
power of the state. 

The two avoyers" were the highest officers in the state. 

** This name, which ought properly to be written avoye, or advoye, is derived firom 
Advocatus. The German title, Sbuldbiiss (scultetus) is of Lombardic origin. 
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They were elected by public votes, in the sovereign council, chap. 
for life ; but were liable to be removed by the same body. One 
of them only supported the dignity, and exercised the fijno- 
tions, of head of the repuWic ; and; f hey altematdy exchanged 
their stations every year, on Easter-Monday.. Theavoyer in 
office presided both in the council and senate, in each of which 
he had no regular, but only a casting vote: the great seal 
of the republic was in his custody ; and a provincial jur4sdic^ 
tion*' was annexed to his station. In his absence the ex- 
avoyer supplied his place ; and when he also was prevented 
from attending, he was authorized to appoint a substitute, 
who however could not be either a trieasurer or a banneret. 
During the harvest and vintage, which were con^dered as 
vacations, one of the bannerets presided in the less frequent 
meetings that were held both of the senate and council, and 
had the custody of the great seal. 

The German (by far the largest) and the French** dicrtricts 
had each a treasurer. The former ranked immediately after 
the two avoyers : he held his office for the term of six years, 
after which he could aspire to no employment but that of 
avoyer : he directed whatever concerned the revenues of the 
eight-and-thirty bailiwicks in the German district ; and super- 
intended the large capital which the canton possessed in the 
English funds: he laid his accounts twice a year before the 
great council : he presided in the German chamber of bann«-ets ; 
and at every demise of an avoyer he was proposed as a caii- 
didate foi* the succession. The treasurer of the French dis- 
trict, whose office was likewise sexennial, had the same duties 

*' Ncthcr-Muilcren. 

■^ The Pays de Vaud 5 or, as it was frequently called, the Pays Roman. 
VOL. II. L 1 
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CHAP, and authority respecting the twelve bailiwicks in the Pays de 
Vaud : he presided in the chamber of bannerets to whom were 
referred the affairs of that district; and ranked among these 
officers according to the dates of their respective elections. 

The four bannerets derived their name from the original 
function assigned to them, that of bearing the ensigns of the 
city ; or rather erf the four privileged companies, out of whicb^ 
beii^ counsellors, they were occask)naIly chosen. This office 
Implied also the superintendance of all military matters within 
their respective wards: they, jointly with the treasurers^ 
formed the boards of finance, which obtained the name of the 
German and French Chambers of the Bannerets. Each had 
the administration of one of the peculiar, or as they were 
called, interior bailiwicks of the city." They ranked before 
all the senators. 

The seizeniers, who derived their appellation from their 
number, were sixteen counsellors, generally such as had served 
the office of bailiff^ who were elected out of the twelve tribes, 
two out of the privileged, and one out of the eight others^ 
These, jointly with the s^iate, annually confirmed the council ; 
and their functions chiefly related to this confirmation, and to 
the occasional election of new magistrates. A right they had 
to censure, gave them an influence not unlike the tribunitian 
power at Rome. 

The secret s^iators were in a manner supernumeraries, but 
according to their seni<M;ity they succeeded of course to the 
rank of ordinary jsenator. When any of the six families^ 

^' 1. Seftingen was appropriated to the banneret of the Baker^s company : 2. Stcr- 
nenberg to the Smitb^s ; 3* Zollikofen to the Tanner^s ; and 4, Conolfiogen to the- 
Butcb€r*s. These jurisdictions were not under the control of the treasucers. 
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which were pre-eminently called noble, or patrician, ** were chap. 
elected into this office, they immediately took precedency be- 
fore the ordinary senators. The great council communicated 
with the senate by means of these officers, particularly in cases 
when delinquencies were to be denounced: they were also 
authorized to put a stop to every deliberation in the senate, 
whenever it appeared to them that it might affect the consti- 
tution of the republic. 

The anxious circumspection, or rather jealousy, that pre- Electioai, 
vailed in this government, appeared in nothing more than in 
the election to the seats in the councils, and the higher offices 
of magistracy. While on the one hand, they saw the necessity 
of guarding against the intrigues that generally attend elec* 
tions by open ballot, they were well aware of the impropriety 
of leaving the choice entirely to the decision of chance, which 
they knew might often exclude those men whose integrity and 
superiority of talents could most effectually serve the state. 
They hence blended together the two modes in a manner 
that will doubtless appear singularly complicated, in hopes 
thereby to obviate the inconveniencies of both. The nomi« 
nation into the great council being vested in the senate^ 
jointly with the seizeniers, particular caution was used in the 
choice of these electors, especially that of the senators ; who, 
bejng moreover called upon to discuss and prepare all matters 
that were to be laid before the council, had manifestly anuin- 
common influence in the state. 

The proceedings, on a vacancy in the senate, were as fbl- into the Se. 
lows. On the day, or morrow, of the interment of a deceased "*^^* 

"^ Erlacb, Diesbacb> WatteviUe, Mulinen, Bonstetten, aad Luternau. 
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CHAP, senator/' the senate and council met, and as many balls as 

VIII. 

■■ there were members present being put into two covered boxes^ 
the senators drew them out of one, and the counsellors out of 
the other : among the former were three gilt balls^ and among 
the latter seven, the remainder being silvered over ; and those 
who drew the ten golden balls were electors for the nomination 
d candidates. These three senators and seven counsellors 
now withdrew behind a curtain^ where they found printed 
lists of all the members of the council, who were eligible into 
the senate :** from one of these, each of them tore the name 
of the counsellor whom he meant to favour, and cancelled or 
secreted, the remainder of the list. These names were next col* 
lected ; and if they happened to be fewer than six, a fresh choice 
of ten electors was made, who proceeded in the same manner, 
until the number of ten candidates was completed. These 
(candidates, with their nearest of kin, immediately withdrew ; 
their names were affixed each to a box ; and a second choice, 
by lot, was made of electors, the number of golden balls being, 
in- this instance, two thirds of the members present Each of 
those who drew a golden ball, dropped it into the box of the 
candidate to whom he gave his suflFrage; and on examining 
this ballot, the six who had- the fewest votes, and were hence 
excluded, were, together with their relations,, called back into 
the assembly. Fpur balls, two silver and two gc^den ones, 
were next put into a box ; and the four remaining candidates, 

^^i The ekction was properlj into the oflke of secret senator, the senior of the two 
in office succeeding of course to the dignity of ordinary senator. 

'' Among other qualifications it was required, that they should have been at least 
ten years in the council; that they be above forty years of age ; married men, or 
widowers ; and that they have no father, brother, or son, already ia the senate. 
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they having previourfy detcrrtiined the precedency by lot^ drew chap. 
them : the two who drew golden balls were lastly put; to the ^^^^ 
ballot of the wholly assembly;; and he who flow obtained the 
majority of votes, was declaned duly elected. , . 1. . i • 

The reason of this repeated alternation iby lot. and ballot, can^ 
not but be>obvk>us to those who will bestow some thoLight 
upon the subject.; Its greatest excellence perhaps consisted 
in making the chaince of lots apply.chiefly to the electors^.and 
not to those who jnight pretend Jo the. succession ; by which 
means the dangerous effects €>£ cabal were in a gxieat measure 
obviated ; and yet a fair prospect of isuccess waa given to the 
meritorious, while those wholly unqualified could entertain 
little, hope of being preferred. The selected candidates drew 
lots only in one stage of therfiropeedjng, And this when their 
number^ being reduwdtp^onlyj fort:, an even chance waa given 
to those few to whom eminent. qualifications had secured the 
marl^ approbation of their fellow citizens ; and when fortune 
{MToMed iinfavQurable in oneJndtatice, repeated opportunities 
would occur, in whicb> unless she proved singularly unpro- 
pitic^s, the desired ol^ect would ultimately be obtained. This 
itiode will admit of much medttation, and may. perhaps afibrd 
some bints for imitation. It has liere. been explained somen 
what at large) ^s no similar institation occurs in any.republic> 
either: ancient or modern. ** 

Tie Iseizeniecs^; who were entrusted with a considerable 
shto'e>in'thf election of counsellors^ were chosen out of the 
twelve tribes or abbeys, by the members of those bodies who^ 
being counsellors, had served the office of bailiff*. Their 

'* Stanyan )ias taken bo notice of this mode of election ; and Coxe, who described 
tt with sufficient accuracy, has not pointed out the.tn^ object of it. 
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functions being of a nature that required no uncommon 
talents, their nomination was left solely to the decisi<ni of 
chance. As many balls were put into a bag as there were 
qualified * persons present, two of which in the gteat abbeys, 
and one in the lesser, were gilt : these were drawn, and the 
golden balls determined the election. It appears from some 
authors, that the seizeniers were formerly appointed in this 
manner immediately before an election of counsellors, and 
that they remained in office till another was agreed upon ; 
but of late, the practice has been to chuse them annually, at 
the eve of the formality of confirming the magistrates in their 
several offices. > - 

Whenever the great council determined upon completing 
their number, the senate and the seizeniers were assembled 
for the purpose, and proceeded to the nomination. Here each 
of the avoyers had the right to propose two candidates, and 
every other member one. The chancellor, the greffier or 
secretary of state, the grand sftutier or lieutenant of the police, 
and the usher or keeper of the town-house, claimed also the- 
privilege of naming each a candidate ; and it seldom happened 
that any of these nominees were rejected. The electors, it 
may well be imagined, in exercising this privilege, g&ve the 
preference to their sons, sons*in*-law, brethren, or other near 
relations, which necessarily secured the seats in the council to 
a small number of families. Stanyan ridicules, with some 
humour, the amorous visits that were usually paid to the 



^ The (^uaKfications were, being a counseUor, a married man, or a widower, and 
having neither father nor brother in the senate. The being an ez-bailiff was not 
absolutely requisite : and whenever only one counsellor was to be found in a tribe, he 
became seizenier withoat an election. 
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daughters of the newly created seizeniers, the instant they chap, 
were raised to that station, previous to an election into the ^"^' 
great council:** while Mhers assert, in extenuation of the 
practice, that the senatorial lamilies, by the education and 
early experience they afforded to their youths, were likely to fit 
them preferably to others for the complicated duties of a public 
station : they further allege that instances of exclusion have 
not been wanting when the candidates proposed -were- noto*- 
riously unqualified, or unworthy of sa eminent a station. 
About fifty of the vacancies having been thus filled, the re- 
mainder was provided for by an open election. Each of the 
abbeys was. required to send in the names of those burghers 
who, being duly qualified, ** were moreover deemed worthy 
of the prom(rtion. These names were drawn by lot, and 
successively proclaimed ; and each elector signified his approv 
bat ion of a candidate by rising from his seat when the name 
was mentioned. An accurate account was kept of those who 
had thus publicly voted for eaeh burgher ;* and the whole being 
summed up, as many as wene equal to the number of vacancies, 
having the majority of votesy were* declared members of the 
great councH. Although,, in general^ the counselors were 
chosen out of not more than about seventy families, yet there 
seldom^ was an election in. which some burghers of new fami- 
lies were not admitted to that dignity, and: some of late were 
usually preferred out of -families of the Pays de Vaud. 
All the superior magistrates were liable to an. annual 

^ A tett m^ the councU vv«» deemed equkalent to a marriage portion of fifteen ; 
hundred pounds sterling. 

*^ The qualifications c^isisted in being inscribed in one of the abbeys, and^not less> 
than twent]r*nine years of agt« : 
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CHAP, scrutiny, during which, from. MaundyrThursday, ^ when the 
^^5—^1-^ seizeniers were chosen/' to; Eas^ep-^iTueaday, theac offices were 
in a manncar suspended, aad tbei'sapstole authority »i duriiig 
that shprt ifitQrvpli deyoj^edi^thiefly to^the selzeBiiers. The 
senate and councij^ each in cohjunctlon with the seizeniers, 
examined reciprocally into. each other's conduct, and finding 
nothing reprehensible, confirmed each. 6ther, after having 
ostensibly rechosen the avoyers j(who ho>y exchanged their 
stations), the bannerets and treasurersx^ The whole being 
now confirmed, the treasurer of the German district demanded 
of the great council, in the name of the senate, a new pa,tent 
or lettef of protection^ which in fact was an avofwal that the 
senate derived aH its authority from the. great couiicilv The 
bailiffs, and all other subordinate ofiicers, were also annually 
confirmed in the course of the Easter week. 
Subordinate Havitig thus delineated the great outline, or rather thie 
J^diog principlejs of this government, we shall forbear enter- 
ing into ^minute, detail of the many subordinate colle^e^, 
chambers, and committees, which were wisely contrived for 
promiotiqg the purposes, .of administration. Suffice it to enu^ 
raerate the principal of them, from which the reader, may 
derive a general idea of .the.mechartical part of Ihis^nodoub^ 
highly elaboratie constitution. Among these must l)e parti^ 
pularly noticed, the privy council of state, which discussed all 
matters .that required profound secrecy : the two economical 

^' In the years when the vacancies in the council were to be filled tip» this nomina- 
tion too^ place on the Wednesday before faster, and thje grand election was held on 
the next Friday. 

^ This cereaapny, for it was in general Utde:mote thaa a eoremony^ was called the 
grabeau, a term nearly equivalent to the English garhU^ 
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chambers, or councils of finance (the German and the French) chap. 
which examined and passed the accounts of all the bailiffs, ' 

and collected the revenues from all who were accountable to 
government : a court of judicature, which determined all civil 
causes in the first instance : and the great consistory, composed 
of two ecclesiastical and seven lay members, which received 
the reports of the thirteen rural synods, and directed all 
matters relating to the churches, decided all matrimonial 
causes, and particularly examined into the conduct of the 
clergy. The functions of the council of war, consisting 
chiefly of veteran officers ; the office of police ; the chamber 
of reform, which superintended the morals, and regulated all 
sumptuary matters ; the chambers of appeal for the German 
and French districts ; and the chambers, or committees, for 
directing whatever related to the supply of corn and wood, 
the farm of salt, the tolls, roads, health, commerce, and many 
others, are all sufficiently denoted by their appellations. The 
avoyer out of office, or a senator, usually presided at these 
boards, which consisted chiefly of counsellors, and at which 
the young men of senatorial families generally performed the 
office of secretary. All new matters that were to be deter- 
mined in the great council, were here previously discussed, 
even before they were laid before the senate, where they un- 
derwent a second scrutiny; and it was also incumbent on 
these committees to cause the orders of the supreme legislature 
to be duly executed. This subdivision of departments was, no 
doubt, a cause of much delay in the administration of public 
affiiirs ; but every question was by these means more thoroughly 
investigated; and this, in a republican^ state, which enter- 
VOL. 11. M m 
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CHAP, tained but few relations with foreign powers, more than 
gg—^^— compensated whatever disadvantages may have attended so 

dilatory a mode pf proceeding. 
The exterior A singular, stBd at first sight no doubt a rather IwdicrcHis 
establishmeni:, of which no instance is to be met with in any 
other gpverniDcjnt, was the mimic legislaiture, which^ undcc 
the name of the fxterior state^ was a perfect model of x)m real 
one^ wijth aU its officers^ functions, ceremonies, and subonlinate 
departments. It consisted of those burghers of distingui^ied 
families, who had not yet attained the age requisite for real jmto* 
motion : it appointed to sixty-six bailiwicks, which took their 
names from ruined castles, dispersed throughout the country, 
among which Hapsburg was the principal : it had an exche- 
quer, and, differing in this from its archetype, some debtsu 
Great honours were paid to it in all public ceremonies, in 
which it greatly surpassed the sovereign council in stateliness 
and splendour. The^ distincjtioos it doubtless owed feo the 
consideration of its being,, in fact, a political seminary for the 
youths, who were likely one day to arrive at the lughest offices 
in the state. Its avpyer seldom failed of promotion into the 
great council. Its badge, or coat of arms, an ape sitting on a 
lobster, and viewing itself in a mirror, was no bad emblem dl 
ita mock consequence. 

They who reprobated the government of Berne on account 
of its progressive tendency towards an oligarchy, gr^mnded 
their chief arguments on the absolute exclusipn of the bulk 
of the people from all honourable and lucrative emplo}W)eal3 ; 
and the additional reproach that, even anoK>ng the privileged 
inhabitants of Berne^ not one-)ihird of the families were 
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allowed to 8it in the councils, or fio :ast)ire to any of the higher chap^ 
offices of magistracy.*' This, diough in fact it produced ^ggg^gii^ 
no pemicious consequences^ must certainly be admitted to 
lia?e been a glaring inconsistency in a government that 
boasted of a peculiar degree df liberty : and it might perhapis, 
without much danger, have been imnedied, in order to gratify 
the correct notions of r^ned theorists. It is by no means oor 
object to scrutinize, much less to vindicate the practice ; btit 
a few observations on its origin will not surely be deemed 
foreign to the preeeM purpose, e^^edally as they will lead us to 
a contemplation of the manner in which the territorial pofr* 
sessions of the canton were administered, with a monarchical 
indeedf but at the same time confessedly, with a most lenient 
sway. 

The republic of Berne consisted originally of only four THcBaiii. 

4 wiciLS 

parishes, to which were soon added the districts which, under 
the name of the four interior jurisdictions or bailiwicks, have 
till lately been administered by the four bannerets. The Ger- 
man division, including the collegiate of Berne, whose reve- 
nues, since the Reformation, were administered by a bailiflf^ 
and the government of Aigle, which, though its inhabitants 
use the French language, was yet annexed to this district^ 
contained thirty-eight, and the French department twdve 



** The population of Berne, accoiH)ing to Mr. Coxe> amounted, in 1776, to deven 
thousand souls ; whence^ upcm an average of six individuals to a hsmly, there nmtt 
have h«ea upwards of one thousand righ^ hundfed families in the city. Aooordbg to 
BuseUng^ there were, in the year 1764, onty two hundred and $erenty*fotir patiician 
families admissible into the council; and. even among these, which weiie gradually 
diminishing, not above oae ^u^dred were of the number oiul of whidithet vacancies 
were usually supplied. 

Mm 2 
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CHAP* bailiwicks.** They had, for the most part, been originalljr 
secular jurisdictions ; but twelve of the number had been 
monasteries, secularized at the Reformation, and their re- 
venues were chiefly appropriated to the maintenance of the 
clergy, the schools, and to charitable uses. They w^^ distri- 
buted into four classes, according to their revalues ; the most 
profitable yielding from six to eight thousand, and the lowest 
less than two thousand crowns/^ Those of the two first 
classes could be held only once ; but those bailiffs, on whom 
chance bestowed the inferior lots, might, after an intermediate 
interval of six years, obtain a second, and even a third, of the 



*^ The abore enumeration is according to Busching. Durand> in his Statbtique 
de la Suisse, vol. ii« distributes them as follows : 

The four interior Jurisdictions - • • 4 

The district of Berne, including the collegiate • 6 
The district of Bienne •-56 

The Afgau • • • 4 • ip 

The Emmenthal • • • • y 

The Oberland « • . ^ g 

The Pays de Vaud> including Aigle • - 13 

Total 54 
To these might be added the French bailiwicks, Granson, Orbe, Echallens, and 
Morat, which were called Mediate, and were held in common by Berne and Friburg, 
each of which cantons appointed alternately to two of them. Meiners has given us a 
total of fifty-nine bailiwicks ; but he has probably added some diplomatic offices, wluch 
were considered as equivalent to bailiwicks. The residency in London, abolished 
within these twenty yean for economical reasons, was one of the number. How Stan- 
yao came to mention seventy-two buliwicks, we cannot account for. The whde 
territory of the canton contained thirty-nine towns, and one thousand three bun* 
dred collages and hamlets* Of the successive territorial acquisitions, a circumstantial 
account is given by Durand, t. iii. p. 183— 194. 

** Of die imperial dolhtfs, which appear to be the crowns here mentioned, about 
six go to a pound sterling. 
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lower orders. These offices were sexennial : being the most chap. 
luorative in the state, and formerly bestowed, by open suf- 
frages, in the council, they were canvassed with much 
eagerness, and often obtained by very undue expedients, 
among which, sumptuous entertainments were not always 
ineflfectual. After frequent partialities and unfairness in these 
elections had raised considerable clamour against the whole 
magistracy, which was never entirely effaced, the great- 
council, at the beginning of the present century, *• thought 
it adviseable to introduce the elections by lot. From that 
time many abuses, and among the rest the convivial intem^ 
perance which had been generally imputed to the Swiss, was 
observed sensibly to diminish : and even Stanyan, who has 
freely bestowed his censure upon the government of Berne/ 
acknowledges that this new mode of appointment had been 
productive of very salutary effectsi In the elections^ the pre-- 
ference was given. to the senior counsellors, so that those of a 
recent date could not enter in competition with those of a 
former promotion ; and if only one counsellor of a particular 
year, offered as candidate, he succeeded without any formality. 
or opposition. 

If we reflect that the territories thus governed by these 
delegates had in fact been honourably acquired by their an« 
cestors, either by conquest or purchase, we shall see less cause 
to censure those patricians for being tenacious of a property, 
to which they had so fair a title : and it wiU be an additional 
extenuation of this unequal distributicm of power, that none 
of those territories were, on falling into the hands of these 
families, deprived of a single franchise or prerogative held . 

*• Anno 1718. 
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CHAP, before this transfer ; scarcely one of them being known, wlMd> 
had not retained some peculiar, and often very important 
privileges.'"* To this must be added that, according to the 
positive testimony of the most unfMrejudiced obs^vera, these 
bailifl^, against whom so much clamour had been raised by the 
envious and ungovernable, so far from exercising in its full 
extent the powers delegated to them, were, for the most part, 
studious to soften the rigour <^ the laws: that they often 
mitigated the fines they had a right to impose, and frequently 
allotted the proportion that was their due to charil^ble uses : 
that whoever thought himself aggrieved by a decree luid an 
immediate remedy by an appeal to the chambers instituted 
for that purpose, and in the German district, ultimately to the 
sovereign council : and that the appellant was sure to obtain 
speedy redress, it being proverbial at Berne, that a peasant*, 
unless he were known to be uncommonly litigious, seldom 
failed to succeed against his bailiff. In a word, it is w^ 
attested, that a zealous emulation prevailed among the ruling 
£unilies, which of them should deserve the reputation of most 
lenity and moderation, in the administration of the provinces : 
< and was it then so reprehensible,' says a candid and intel- 
ligent writer, who seems to have reflected maturely on the 
subject,^' ^ was it so flagrant a jnractice in the representatives 
^ of the illustrious patriots, who had, by their valour and 
^ industry, or by ample contributions out of their private 

>^ Etch the conquered tovms of Bracks Lenzburg; Arau» and Zoffingen» preiervcd 
their own magistracyj and ample privileges^ fix>in which they derired the name of the 
free towns. Lausanne retained its three councilsj and both the higher and lower 
jurisdictions. 

'' Meiner's Letters, toL i. p. ^^(h 
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' fortunes, rescued large districts, either from tlw oppressions chap. 
* of tyranny, or the ravages of the boisterous elements, to re* ^ sssbb 



* tain the property their ancestors had acquired by such honour- 

* able means, and to preserve the right of providing for the 
^ happiness of a pec^le, than which none upon earth could 
^ boast of greater comforts, or was, in fact, more conscious 

* of its prosperity?' 

So far from the rulers attem^pting to disguise, or palliate Defects. 
the defects which adhered to their government, we meet with 
an instance, so rare in history, of the people being called 
upon to point out whatever might appear to them capable of 
amendment. This instance occurred, when, in one of his 
splendid campaigns, Lewis the Fourteenth^ having taken pos-* (1681.) 
session of Strasburg, threatened all the neighbouring countries 
with the impression of his arms ; and when the council of 
Berne, dreading the approaching storm, and aware that theit 
best security against foreign attack was the love and am&^ 
dence of the people, demanded such animadversions, and ac^ 
tually received, and examined all that were transmitted to then. 
The grievances, as might be expected, were numerous, and 
among these it may be imagined, that the tendency towards 
oligarchy, by the progressive decrease of the senatorial fami- 
lies, was not considered as one of the most trivial. Many 
zealous, but discreet patriots, it must be owned, have admitted 
this to be an essential blemish, which the magistrates wanted 
either courage or virtue to remedy ; ^ for though some families 
of the Pays de Vaud were occasionally received into the 
burghership of Berne, and, at every election into the great 

^* The celebrated Haller proposed a plan for removing this cause of complaint ; but 
it was not carried into execution. 
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CHAP, oxmcil^ a few were generally admitted who had no family 
claim to the promotion, yet this remedy seemed by no means 
adequate to the evil: and men of much sagacity foretold 
that this deformity would in time destroy the equilibrium and 
mutual controul, on which, in their opinion, depended the 
permanency of the republic. 

The large sums accumulated by most of the great families, 
which, under the name oi family chests, were appropriated to 
the relief of those of their kindred, who, either from miscon- 
duct or reverses of fortune, had been reduced to want ; the 
funds possessed for the same purpose by the tribes ; and the 
ample revenues enjoyed by the burghers of many of the muni- 
cipal towns, arising from the rents or produce of lands held 
by them in common, and from time to time shared among 
them, were likewise censured by many, as affording encourage- 
ment to a relaxation of morals as w^U as industry, and hence 
highly prejudicial to a state, the very essence of which con^ 
sisted in energy and frugality. The former of these institu- 
tions however will be found less exceptionable, if we consid^ 
how essential it must have been, in a gov€rnment like this, to 
prevent persons in needy cir<:umstances fnmi succeeding to 
the higher offices in the administration ; and that moreover, 
in order to prevent an accumulation which, by impeding the 
circulation, might prove detrimental to the state, it had been 
enacted that none of these funds should ever exceed the 
sum of one hundred thousand French livres: and as to 
the municipal revenues, admitting them to be in some re- 
spects of a pernicious tendency, it was no doubt considered, 
that every encroachment or restraint upon property, would 
:have been a much greater political injury, than occasional 
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tnisa^ication^i of whicht undoabtedlj too many instances chap. 
could be adduced. , ,.. 



The increasing depravity. 4?f manners was perhaps the most 
seriGUii of the evib complained pf qn this ppcasion : and indeed 
bow. could it bee?q)ected that the contagion of French^ and 
especially Parisian immorality, to whi^ifi the flower of the 
young patricians of Berne were incessantly exposed in their 
military /Qarf^r in tli^icpuntry^ should not have relaxed their 
principles ; and that, their stations being conspicuous in their 
own city, their ej^ample should not^ have propagated their 
levity and vicious propensities to the other classes, especially 
to the females, those great preservers of the morals of a pep*;- 
pkji but wJ?ose gentle nature, ar^ ill calculated to resist the 
s^i^tions of iji^imaajliig libertines> who laugh modesty to 
scorn, and triumph in the seduction, which in the end leads to 
general depravity? This dereliction of moral, and hence 
ultiniately of pojiil^al virtue, np^ so much among the inferior 
classes, who still in a great measure retained their primitive 
simplicity, as throughout the higher ranks, whose degeneracy 
affected the very vitah of government, we shall have to enu- 
merate among the principal causes which have facilitated the 
fatal blow that put an end to the confederacy. 

Of the state of the finances of Berne, as well as of the other Financcb. 
Helvetic governments, no accurate, or any ways satisfactory 
account, can weU be gathered from the various writers who 
have vaguely treated oij the subject ; the detail of them beings 
perhaps designedly, involved in a degree of obscurity, vyhich, 
to prevent cavils, may be salutary, when an opinion of the 
integrity of the administration is firmly establfehed. Thus, 
though it was well known that Berne, and indeed most of the 
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CHAP, cantons, possessed ample funds, from the gradual accumulation 
^__L^ of a revenue, small indeed, but still exceeding the r^ular ex- 
penditure; though all concerned in this department of govern- 
ment were bound to lay exact accounts of theii^ transactions 
before superior officers, and ultimately before the sovereign 
council ; yet no kind of statement was ever divulged of the 
particulars, or even of the general balances of those accounts ; 
and the public were, in fact, left to divine what might at any 
time have been the real state of the exchequer. 

The principal branches of the revenue, the nature df which 
could not be kept from public notice, though their net produce 
was never accurately known, were : i. The profits of the de- 
mesnes, consisting chiefly of the church lands, which had 
devolved to the state at the time of the Reformation, and to 
which, aware of the inexpediency of engrossing a lai^e pro- 
portion of the landed property, the government have since 
made scarcely any additions: «. The tithes, likewise se- 
questered at the Reformation, the produce of which was 
particularly appropriated to the maintenance of the clergy, of 
the public seminaries, and of various charitable establish** 
ments ; a considerable part of them having at the same time 
been ceded to private individuals, who perhaps had some anti- 
quated right to claim them : 3. Certain quit-rents" reserved 
to the state when lands were granted out to individuals for 
improvement ; but the amount of which, being paid in coin, 
had gradually, by the depreciation of the currency, greatly 
diminished :** .4. A tax or fine, raised in the Fr^ich district, 

** CtnstsfoncUrit. 

^ The produce of the three preceding articles has> by Meiners, been estimated at 
about sixty-seven thousand crowns. 
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on the aliemtion of Und^ property/* jt)o doubt severely felt, chap. 
the amount b^og no I^s than ooe-sj^ of the purqji^^^ .miii' 
money in n»bl«^, and Qne^tf^^ ip b^ tenure?; Af\i.yyY^c\^ ""' """"' 
tbet^ ever 40 moder^te^vtj^il^. h^^lpe^ highly iippoliti.c 
imd this' been- il cornni^eial [^o^ntry : ^. The monopoly of 
salt; at first sight m very excep^ona^e estabUshment,, but 
in this; countt'y not f9 p^ifnipipi^, sjnpe it provide^, for % 
constanb.supply, iawii a^ ? inqderati? ,ppQ^,.of. this nece$sary 
inticfo, of. wdirtb.-.'Whoft.fh^ tF94e -vy^ left qpen^ there often 
-4va8 & great' (Kttroity, tln^^ffc'i^p being always jii^h, and at best, 
^ctoatirig:f to, thiB vvas also Gilded the e:ii;clifsive sale of 
^gunpoiraitr/thftiqtwlity 'Of thi? article, being essential towards 
^Hiife seouridy of iddivkhial^c 6. .The prpduoe pf the post, which 
Was farmed: out. 4t. sjj^ty thousand livres: 7. The customs, 
tolls, and duties on merchandise, the net-produce of which 
has been estsnatdd a.t five-and-twenty thousand crowns: 
g. A 4aty'QOrtfotf)W^ ia;tported ipto the city; " ^. The fines 
toposed for misdefqeanqrs ; an^ 10. Small retributions for 
the right of inhabitancy at ^erne, fpr naturalization, and cer- 
tain fees in jwridical pro(»«dioga. , 

'■: Aldiough, without the expences of a court and of a standing 
•Urmy, and eonsidering the scantiness of the stipends allowed 
' to t1<e members of the magistracy (the total of which w^s said 
' not to exceed twenty tbinifvnd crowns) it should seem that 
the government of 3enie mii^hti out of the aggregate of the 
above tevemie, not only. have ^mply provided for all incidental 
atid necessary charges^ hut ako have accumulated consider- 
able savings: yet those who have witnessed the munificence 
of that government in their public establishment«, for the 

^ Lfl^di laudemiuro. »• ObmgelL 

N n 2 



a?^ THE kiSTbRY OF 

CHAP, aid, security, and convenience of their people ; the many pub- 
lic edifices it entertained for the relief 6f the poor, the aged, 
and the infirm, and for restraining vice ; the erecting and 
continual repairs of churches, of bridges, and roads, throt^ 
the most craggy and inhospitable region^ ;^ but above all tbe 
very liberal supplies that were granted to those who suflfered 
from fire, inundations, the fall of impending rocks,<tbe torreatt 
of snow from the mountains which in an instant laid wttite 
large populous tracts, and many 'other convulsions of.nafuve 
to which this rugged country is incessantly. exposed ;thos£ 
candid observers have frankly acknowledged,' that ,the sottrote 
of revenue above specified couM by no means' be. anfequate to 
the expences which must be incurred, in order toiikeep tbe 
country in the state of prosperity at whieh it had lately 
arrived. 

Thanks to the frugality of former gerieretions, at times 
when fewer objects of convenience were deemed requjisioe, 
considerable capitals had been accumulated, the greatest part 
of which, having been placed in various prcxluctive funds, ha^ 
within this century not only supplied ample means for de- 
fraying all the expences of tbe state, biit als^o- preventedv the 
necessity of ever having recourse to loans or extraordinary 
contributions : and besides these ample capitals, we h%ve the 
authority not only of general report, but also of tbe late in- 
iquitous invaders, whose main object,, in -theic uanbsrited 
attack, was manifestly the plunder of the treastures -they 
stood in need of in order to carry on further depredatious^ ** 

'' The road from the Obcrland down to Leuk ii> the Valais, is the admiration of 
all travellers, and must have cost immense sums of money 

^* The coincidence of dates amply justifies the sunnbe ^and the French have in 
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that the government of Berne had long retained in ite cofiens chap. 
a large capital in specie^ whioh enabled them at all times to ^Jj^^E^gg^ 
tiflbrd relief roi the distressed, or to answer any extraordinary 
demmid either for >£:^etgn negotiation; or, if unavddaUe, for 
p-eparktion against foreign attack. < This osptliid was deemed a 
•sacred trust ; nor was it ever aecessiUe' bat with the eonbur- 
ranee of the avoyer in office, the 4 wo tr^aiureBs^ tine ifipur 
.bannerets, todttte senior.of the twb seerift seitajtorst Whotfaad 
each a dtferisrtt key of the vault in which it^wfils det>odited. 
Nor were these, authcmzed ever to open this vault without a 
[^)ecial order of the sovere^n council. ?^ n/j*, '• r 

- The:admihistratjonc^.ecclestastioalafl^irswas>comnaitted to Ecciesiastu 
the stipreue oomistoiry at Berne, composed of a senator vi^ho uSimcSt! 
presided! the dean and one of tl^ ministers of Berne, and six 
nlerobers of ^e great council. The whole cianton was divided 

into thirteen chaptess.«ridio0«ses;. eight id the German a6d 
jfive iatheFn^ticSi diMrict ;; and \v^ fous^handSoed atid sixteen 

- . .'.;.'- ? ••> i- - -'A[:\ . .'''..;.. 

Uci tckoowMgffi i^) Aatone; of tjb^ ^hkf objects io iiiyadip^ Swi^serlgnd, wa$ fhe 
j:x\pvt\x^ the peans of carrying; on \)xt E^ptian cxpe,il^t;aa. Thus they plundcrc;^ 
their bejt friends, that they might be enabled to annoy one of their oldest allies. 

^'The particulars w^ha've 6eert able to collect concerning the receipts and issues 
of the goverfiberitof B^bc, ztc doirt^tie^ that we can only veatuere to give a few ef 
them in a note^ for w^b we{d9'nat demaod implicit confidef|ce. Stanyanj, a century 
ago, rated the whole income of the canton at 300,000 crowns ; Busching asserts, that 
in 1764, the capital of'tlie canton, in t^e English funds, amounted to 460,0001. ; that 
it had lent tTie Elected df ^sxdny ^6d,obo lirres, and lasge sums to Sardinia, Den- 
mark, Austria, and Wurtemburg ; insomuch that, in 1 770, the whole of its property, 
in foreign vfuodSf aflfjsuoted ijto at lea^t. I9^»c>oq>ooo of livres. According to the same 
author, the treasure at Berne, in 1 764, was not short of 9,000,000 of livres. Durand 
rated it 00 higher than 2,300,000 crown?. What ,sum the French have carried oif is 
not sufficiently ascertained to be produced in evidence. 
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CHAP« parishes to each Qf> which was tf^KJiiitiMl a pattor, and to 
some of the iargert an additional yltar or cuvate. These 
Ihfings were distinguished into three obsteSt aoeording to the 
stipends annexed to them.*^ In the Oenrlan distriot/ the 
older x^Iergy socceeded to the more lucrative be oefi ccs .fajr 
fmricdty ; a practice that has been much censored, since, in coor 
sequence of it, inferior/ obiihles often obtained .promc^ion, and 
kmmy of the incumbents, be}r^ onoe in theiiin^of $iicoes&ioi], 
would lay their heads on the soft pillow of Jnddence^ having 
no incentive for more than tommon exertions. The vacancies 
in the lower classes, ^ few livings exoq>ted which had tbor 
peculiar patrons^' wiere filled by tlie senate; audi here the pre- 
iralence of personal favour was often complained of. Besides 
the supreme consistory, an ecclesiastical court was established 
at Beme, consisting of^ the dean and the nine pastors of the 
city, and five professors, who superintended the discipline of 
the church : the avc^er out of office liad^a right to preside at 
this court. The Pays de Vaud had likewise a court which exer- 
cised a censorial power, and an assembly that nominated to 
the vacancies. Each chapter, or diocese, had a dean ap- 
pointed by the senate, who, together with a chamberlain, and 
a certain number of jurats or vbitors. directed the clerical 
concerns of their districts, and reported their proceedings to 
the supreme consistory: and each town, or parish, had its 
peculiar consistory, which took cc^izance of every ofience 

^ The largest appointments were from One hundred and Sfty to three hundred 
pounds sterling, aad of these there were not ahove twenty. The middle class had be- 
tween one hundred and fifty and seventy pounds* In the French they wcre» in general, 
smaller than in the German district. 
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against religion and morality. Ev^y paAor was eiijoined tx> chap. 
keep registers, and report to his siiperic^ all that related to 
the population, and principal concerns of ins district. 

The clergy, in this as well as in other parts of Swisserland, 
wcveheld in high v«ieration« ^ At Bemd tiie dean, the first 
eeelefitostic of the state, ranioed before the counsellors : a rural 
dton was equal to the baiiifF; and in etch town or parish, the 
minister had precedency before all the municipal officers : 
but this pre-eminence was alt the political ccsisequence they 
eould boast ; since, as w^e have already seen, only two ecclesi^ 
astits Were admitted into the supreme consistory at Berne, the 
seven other members being laymen ; and the patronage in 
the German district centered chiefly in the senate, while in the 
Pays d^ Vaod all ecclesiastical mettii^ were held under the 
immediate inspection of the bailiff. In order moreover to ex«« 
elude the cl^gy as much as possible, from all interference in 
political ftfl^irs^ it had been decreed, that no one in orders 
should be eligible either into the senate, council, or any othet 
civil department ; and that the ordination should confer so 
indelible a character, that no one, by resigning his prefer- 
ment, should theret)y become qualified to hoM any secular 
employment. *" 

A tiseful establishment, perhaps not unworthy of imitation^ 
Was the ecclesiastical fiind» which accrued from certain regulate 
ed, but very moderete> contributions of the more opulent in- 
cumbents, which was from time to time appropriated to the 
increase of the smaller livings. What a prc^ressive fund of 
this nature would in time have produced, had not every 

♦* They were not so strict at Zuric i any ecclesiastic who quitted his preferment 
being there allowed to enter into the political career. 
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salutary institution been subverted, .may eiofiily be ecsnceived : 
and as the object of its institution must, after a certain period^ 
have been sufficiently answered, it was intimated that the 
f4iture accumulation would have .been appropriated^ to the 
repairs and embdlishment of churches, the building of organs, 
of which there were not many in the canton, and other im- 
provements that might contribute to the edification of those 
disposed to practise th^ diutiea^of religion. 

Considering that this country never entertained any stand- 
ing army, and that it had during some centuries ^experienced 
no war of any magnitude, it can hardly be expected that its 
military establishment should have kept pace wit*h the great 
improvements that have been made by all this neighbQuring 
ppwers. Its force consisted of a tnilitia, imperfectly trained, 
and in which native valour alone could in some measure com- 
pensate for the want of that mechanical expertness, to which 
modern tactics have been of late in a great measure reduced. 
Every man, between the ages of sixteen and sixty, was en- 
rolled, and liable to be called out to service ; and each of them 
was to supply himself with an uniform, arms, and accoutre- 
ments.^* Out c^ these, a body of forty thousand men were 
selected, and formed into twenty-one regiments of infantry^ 
one-sixth grenadiers, another sixth . musketeers, and the two 
other thirds fiisileers, which latter were never called out but. 
upon extraordinary emergencies; and from these the two 
preceding clK^sen bands were occasionally recruited. Four 
companies of cha&seurs, or rille mien, were added and traiiied 
for the more arduous services in woods, among rocks, and in 

^* No one was licensed to many unless he produced his complete military equip* 
ment. 
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narrow defiles. The oavaby of the canton consisted of chap. 
eighteen squadrohi 6f ^ragciom, and one company raised m; ^ * 
the neighbou^hood^of fiuftnr as each man found his own 
horse, none but {WMotM of some property entered into thitf 
senrke. A body o^ cO^siers, sbnie hundreds in number^ was 
maintained bj the grei^ va6»al«j wha'sisj^t^ -iihem^ with 
arms and horses. ^Four «dmpanies of ^rtiUer]^ w^e itamed 
with hr greater precision than the restef the miifiia^: lastly, 
there was a ciky guard of three buftdrad and stxty rtiWHiwie*' 
third of which resided at Berne, and the rest in the vicinity ; and 
these, with one huvidrdd arid thiree (nen, wiio formed tii^i gsoti- 
son of Arburg, Were the -only soldiers -Who could b^ properly 
denominated regulars. These troops wera all officerad»4ind at 
stated times drawn out to be reviewed ; and their muster ^vras 
regularly reported to the counoll of war, and uitimately tsithe 
sovereign council . The arsenal of Berne was-weli known to he 
ilchly supplied with a numerous artillery /and « graaC store of 
small arms ; besides which, every seat of a bailiff contained an: 
armoury, which, in <:ase of an emergency, might have added 
to the defence of the district. 

Imperfect as the discipline of this militia appears toiunre 
been, it would inevitably have been still more defective, had 
it not been for the foreign services, in which not only the 
privates, but much more the officers^ were rendered very 
expert in the use of arms And military evolutions; the 
Swiss regiments having in gen^*al been considered as the 
best trained, and in fact, the flower of the armies in wMch 
they were engaged. This argument lias *een frequently 
adduced in favour of those services t bfet on the ofbar handi 
they have been as often^ ' reprobated on ihei secwe of «be 
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depopulation they occasicmed; of the sun|$ th^y ^rew fmX of 
the country^ few of the tt^n, and nofi9 of the officersi of dilate 
living upon their pay ; and above all, of the ilepravity they iit- 
troduced. into their towns^ and in some measure also among 
the country people. Upon duly weighing the grounds on both 
sides of the question, it appears manifest that the practice 
upon the whole was pernicious; and that, had not the rulecs- 
of Berne been biassed by secret, gnd no doubt pecuniary; 
motives, they would seriously have deliberated on the means 
of removing this eviL 

Having given a general view of the government of Berne, 
we may pass rapidly over those of Lucern, Friburg, and 
Soleure, as they diflT^^ but little from the for^ner, except in 
the numbers of their councils and senates, and in some respects 
in the mode of election ; but in nothing that materially affect- 
ed the princi{]les of their political economy. Lucern was 
governed by a senate of thirty-six, and a council of sixty-four 
members, forming together a legislative body of one hundred, 
chiefly, though noteiEdusively, nobles, some plebeian burghers 
being admitted at every election. This body filled up its own 
vacancies by open suf&ig^s ; and the senate chose likewise its 
own m^nbers. A seat in the senate raised a plebeian and bis 
family to the patrician rank, which was ackiwwledged a? a 
title of nobility even by the scrupulous order of Mait^ The 
greatest peculkirity in this aristoeratical govern men tvvas, that 
all questions relating to peace, war,'and alliances, were referred 
to the bUighers at large. 

At Friburg the burghers elected the avoyers, the chancellor, 
the town clerk, the burgomaster or president of the law court, 
and the chief parochial priest. The legislativfs body consisted 
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of tw& hundred senators and counseUors, ohoaen by themaelves chap. 

VIII 

<mt of sev«ity-onc patrician: AmiUes. The senate oontiidttid « ■ ■■ ' ■■ 



of twenty-four membexs, and sixty of' the: [great council coo- 
tstituted a comnnttee, paortly for eleotiona, but chidiy for the 
dispatch of matters that required seorecy. ■ Most of the elec- 
tions were left to the ahsokite decision of hazard ; a box. 
containing a number x)f compartments equal to that of the 
candidates, being presented to each of ti^ Sectors* who .threw 
in his ball without knowing fi^ whoibJi^ iroted. The advan- 
tages attending this chance mode, which vn9jm\lyi called, the 
hImdbaUot, considering ther li«a1ted number of persons eligi- 
ble into the offices, wexene doUbt more specious than real. 

At S(rfeuve the sovereign eouncil consisted oC one hundred Soieure. 
and one members, ofwjbidb nOmber; 'thirty-liv« constituted 
the senate. All these, as wdl as. the tWo W0y^ah the ban> 
nerets, treasurers, ami tHbunes, weee ehdsen by the council, 
out of the body of<3tizens, whose number did not exceed four 
hundred. 

In the three aristo-dcmocratic cantons, the essentia difiern >• Ansto. 
ence was, that the members both of the soiate and council; Cantons. 
were chosen from among the burghers at large, in their re- 
spective tribes ; and that every burgher was not <HiIy ^ible, 
but that the lowest among them have actually at times suc- 
ceeded to the highest offices. 

The senate and- council of 2kuic consisted jointly, of twa Zurk. 
hundred and twelve members, of whom fifitj were senators 
The whole burghership was divided into thirteen tribes; .one 
of which, containing the nobles, and those who exercised none 
of the professions of the other tribes, was distinguished by the 
name of the constables, and had some^ peculiar prerogatives. 

Oo a 
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cMAf. Tl^ Bcntte consisted of tin tVro biM|gQ«Hi9t9i$k[-wfv».f^ 

^B^J^ -rilled Altematdy cvcsy ax moiths ; four aladhold^rs or cMef 

tributieSy being the lientetiants of the buigomasten ; t^Q 

triasurere, and the obnum or adminiitrator of the aes^hdtr 

ed chttUch lands; six members chosen by tfaie lanfitaUes; 

tiuree out of eaoh of the odier tribes ; and six eleicted promise 

cttously out of any of the tribes. For the great ooumal 

eighdeen members uete ratamed by the con&tablcs, and 

twdve by teach «f the odiep tribes ; so that 4he whole legi$IiH> 

tive body consktcd of two huhdr^ smd twelve memben. The 

vacancy w^e iimnediotely fitted up^ and the great offices 

were all at the ttomiA^on<or the senate andoomieil. 

Basle. . Basle had no nobility.^ The burghere wekie incorporated 

into eighteen tribes^; tfaiee ofiw^bWi, bdonging to little Basle, 

wste bitf nded imo thd fifteen of the grsat toMtm in the eleo- 

tioMS of Mnators ; but fttained tlieir feeparat« votea in the 

iiMiiiiiatl(M» of oounseilars. Four from each of the fifiteen 

tribes of the great town, together with the two burgomasteis, 

and tiMrb gnast tnboDeB> formed the senate: and these, added 

t6 tw^e £rosn each of the eighteen tribea, composed the 

eottncil, which thus consisted of- twe hiindre^ and eighty 

members. So fer &om the citizois at )ar|^e h&ii^ allowed to 

shaic in' these dections, only those who had already seats.iii 

the council had the right of voting* whenever a vacancy was to 

. be iiHed up out of their putioulv tribe. These elections 

howe««r» \eei» not decisive, three in some cases, and ia (^luxs 

six being «}ioaen,.i3mong whom, one was -selected by lot. 

^ In 1 1 16 the Basilians, being incensed against their nobles, who in the preceding 
war had sided with France, banished tbem out of the city; a few only, who renounced 
an distinction! of nobiKty, being suffered to remain. 
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Ch^oa Yf^s 9i0f}.m^ to <letieraiine in the dtection oi baiUfis» chap. 

of the cl^y, and what has often aiforded matter fi» ridicule, — 
of thepr<^essor9 in the universit3r.^ 

Twelve tnbe$« <^ abbeys, elected tjbe senate and oouncil of shaffhau. 

sen* 

Shaffhausei), two members each for the former, and five for the 
latter of these bodies : these, together with the burgomasters, 
formed the sufMreme l^islature. The vacancies were filled 
immediately by the free suffrages of all the members of the 
tribes. The two bui^omastera, the stadholder or proconsul, 
,and the two treasurers, were appointed by the phindtty of 
voices in the council. 

The governments of the six remaining cantons being purely 3.- Dtnwcn- 
democratical, it will be practiaible to form a just idea of the 
spirit ^Ad operation of them, without nicely disoriminating 
the shades that omstituted some difference betwixt them. 
The sovereign ai^hcnrity in ail of them resided with the people 
at large. At Uri, for instance, the ^eof^e met on stated days, Un. 
geneiaftlly once a year, in an open Held, about four thousand in 
number. . At these assembUes, which were called the commu- 
nitif^ of the country,^* each male, of the age of sixteen, had 
his suf&agie. They were opoied by solemn prayers, and oaths 
of fidelity and allegiance. The people next proceeded eithor 
to confirm the old, or to elect new magistrates, oonsisting of 
the land^mcoao, who was generally continued a aecoad year 
ip ofiice^ tM 6tadh<^d«:, the treasurer, and the secretary. 
Th^ elfcted deputies to the gen^raji diets,.. or for foreign 
.laissicn^ ; nnvaed the baiUf& \n their turns, most of ti» cantons 

** The -celebrated matbeniatician John Bernoiallt, drew the lot of professor of 
rhetoric, which it wa» tome time before he had an opportunity of exchanging for the 
nathematical ch^r. ** Landt-genuini. 
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having subject provinces in common with others ; and deli« 
berated on all matters of more than usual importance. For 
the dispatch of the ordinary business, a council of regency^ 
was named ; each community, of which there were ten, elect- 
ing six counsellors. The landamman, who presided at this 
board, had the right of calling in additional members When* 
ever he saw occasion. Each community, each parish, each 
village, had its own independent jurisdiction ; it conducted its 
own pecuniary concerns, its revenue from lands, woods, and 
alps ; and chose its secular clergy. These primary communities 
met at least once a month. 

Schwitz consisted of six communities, each of which re* 
turned ten members to the council of regency. The street 
court, an institution that savours much of patriarchal sim- 
plicity, was peculiar to this canton. The lieutenant of police,*' 
on receiving a complaint, called together seven of the first 
competent persons he met with in his way, who having heaid 
both parties, immediately declared their opinion concerning 
the dispute. Its jurisdiction did not extend beyond a debt of 
fifty florins. England, with reason, prides itself in its trials by 
jury ; but it cannot boast of having been the only inventor of 
that salutary institution. 

Underwalden consisted of two grand divisions, the one above^ 
and the other below the Kern wood. Each consisted of six 
communities or parishes ; but the former had the preponde* 
rancy before the latter, in the proportion of two to one, in 
all business of finance, elections of deputies and bailifTs, and 
other matters that concerned the whole canton. Zug, the 
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-feast of the cantons, consisting of only five communities^ tvio chap. 
linmicHpiil and three rural ones, had a more complicated go^ ', 



vemment than arty of the democratic states. It had its general 
assembly held in a public place at Zug, into which no ecclesiastic 
was admitted ; but this interfered no further than in the elec- 
tions of the chief magistrates : all other conrtrns were debated 
in the separate communities, and the majority of their deci^ 
Sions was conclusive. The council of regency, held in the 
town, possessed the executive power. 

The govo-nment of the canton of Claris, which consisted Glans. 
of fifteen communities, called Tagwen, difiered so little from 
the other democratic cantons, that, were it not for the mix- 
ture of religions which required some peculiar regulations, 
tt would have sufficed merely to name it in the list. The 
chief magistrates were taken alternately from the two reli- 
gions ; but the protestant landamman remained three, and the 
catholic only two years in office. This chief magistrate, and 
hia lieutenant the stadholder, were always of different reli- 
gions. The council of regency consisted of forty-eight 
protestant, and fifteen catholic members. All the other 
magistrates alternated ; and the times of their continuing in 
office were nearly in the same proportion. Each communion 
had its particular court of justice ; but when the parties were 
of different religions, it \\a$ decreed that the assessor, who 
might have the casting vote, should be of the same religion as 
the defendant: each religion had nmreover its particular 
assembly, its treasury, and arsenal. Of the subject districts^ 
the protestants had retained the county of Werdenbei^, and 
the catholics the Caster and Uznach ; each being of the religion 
of the sovereign. This simple people may have been at times 
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CHAP, deceived in some of the means they adopted for securing tranr 
* quillity and equal justice to cdll parties ; but equity appeals 
manifestly to have been the principal, if not the sole, motive 
in their political institutions. 
AppenzcU Of Appenze^ little requires to be said, but that being like^ 
wise of two religions, they who professed them h&d rteJdved to 
separate into different districts ; the nine interior commiABifti^^ 
called the inner Rhodes, being catbdic, and the txUri§r Rbod^ 
consisting of twenty parishes, professing the protiestant re* 
ligion. Each district had its general assemtdy, ttstx^uncil of 
regera:y, its treasury, and police: bat diough each isent.a 
deputy to the Helvetic diet, they had joititly only one vote; 
and this they forfeited if they happened to differ in opinion. 
4. Allies. Among the allied states, the government of the Grison 

Country, countTy deserves some particular notice^ as it will be vain 
to sedc in history, or in the polities of our own times, a form 
so purely democratic in its theory, and yet so remote from it 
in the appdication. The three leagues were divided into 
twwty-six higher jurisdictions, and subdivided into fifty-nine 
communities, many of tbem consisting c^ a single village, each 
of which being a distinct, though very dimaaiutive rquiblic, had 
its peculiar and independent coofititution, t:bose its own civil 
magistrates, consisting in general of an atnman, podesta ot 
ministral, and twelve jurats, its pastors, and deputies to the 
general diet. Ail these it had the power to eaiahier, aod in 
case of delinquency, to punish, without admitting the least in* 
terference of the collective body, unless by way of interoession. 
In these elections, and in all public deUberations^ every male 
of^ 4rtated age had his vote,*' 

^* This age, in some comfnunities, was so «ariy ts the fott-tecath jror. 
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. The link of ^nion among these petty states was the general chap. 
diet to which each community sent one, and four of the larger 
ones two deputies. These, together with the chiefs of each 
league, formed a body of sixty-six members, ^yho met in rota- 
tion at Coire, Davos, and Jlanz^ about the beginning of Sep- 
tember, and continued sitting about three weeks or a month. 
It is to be observed, that these deputies were not authorized to 
decide on any. question, but that they were bound in every 
instance to send to their constituents, a statement of the matter 
in agitation, and to demand special instructions, to which they 
were bound to adhere. Each community might however at 
all times wave this privilege, by investing its deputy with a 
general power to act according to his own discretion : and as 
by far the majority pf the electors were persons wholly unqua- 
lified to judge upon complicated matters of government, it 
may well be imagined that every society of this nature would 
frequently be biassed by a few of its members, superior to. the 
rest either in mental qualificatio^is, or the still more prevalent 
influence of property. Hence many of these unlimited powers 
were obtained ; and even when they were withheld, it was 
generally in the power of the leaders, by some ambiguity or 
peculiarity in the statement laid before the communities, to 
obtain the decision that best suited their purposes. Thepe 
was no established board or council, which could be considered 
as an executive body. . . 

This will suffice to point out to the reader, the principal 
source of the undue influence ^yhich at once defaced the most 
prominent feature of this popular constitution. An influence 
which men will in vain endeavour to counteract : and which, 
when the interests or passions of the leaders happen to be at 
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CHiiP. irarionce, witt ever open the door to facciom and civil cem- 
^sssssss. motions, the horrers of which that country has abtymfently 
experienced.^ Mr. Coxe's judicious observations on the 
incompetency rf amiiiat eleetions by the people at htrge^ to- 
wards securing the freedom of a state, are weH worth the 
serious consideration of every Englishman, who has the pro- 
sperity of his country truly at heart. '^ 
TbcVahis. Ii> the Valais also, six of the communities (which were 
called Dizains, the whole state being divided into ten districts) 
were strictly democratical and independent, each having its 
own civil as well as criminal jurisdiction, being governed by 
ks own kws and customs, and sending deputies to a general 
diet, who were bound to cwiform themselves to the instruc- 
tions given them by their constituents. In criminal matters 
however, an appeal lay to the general diet, where the bishop 
presided, and exerted a considerable degree of influence. 

The dizain of Sion^ which was governed by a burgomaster 
and a council of twenty-four members, may be classed among 
the aristocratical communities. The three remaining dizains 
were subject to the diet, which consisted of only nine votes, 
the bishop, the captain-general, '' and the deputations of the 
seven sovereign dizains, each having a single suffrage, though 
they generally sent four, and when they pleased, a still greater 
number of delegates. 

Of the fluctuating government of Geneva we shaH have 
occasion to speak at large in the next Chapter : nor shall we 
enter here into any further particulars concerning the consti- 



^ Particqlarly in the war of Valtelioe. See vol. ii. p. 179. sec|» 
s^ See Coxe*s Travels in Swisserland, t« iii. p. 230. seq. 
^ Landt-hauptman. 
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ttttbns of tiie allied bisfaoprick of Bade« the principaUty of jCHAb. 
Neuchattel, the abbey and city of St. GaUen, Mulhaused* ^^°' 
BieQiie» Gersaiu «id £agelfaeig, aotne of whktfa exhibit a mix- 
ture of govemmetitSt the unraveUing of which, would require 
more space, than is intended to be here Plotted to these sub* 
JQCts ; especttUy as they oflbr do particular cifQttmstatK:e or 
observatioo which may tend to illustrate the spirit ami geniite 
of this heterogeneous conunonwealtii. 

Haring thus taken a cursory view of the several component Helvetic 
parts, the aggregate of which formed the Helvetic confederacy ; 
we may now proceed to cootemf^te the bond of uoion, to 
wbidi they chiefly owed the rank they hai^ long held among 
the powers of Europe ; but which, as bas been obsored by m 
writer of much authority,^ was improper ly called an union* 
since, except in what concerned the common soyereigntks^ 
there were but few points in which they necessarily came in 
contact with each other. Its true denominatioo appears to 
have been that of a permanent defensive Jilltaiice, the object 
of which was the protection of each member agamst ailforeigpn 
attacks, and the preservation of interior tranquiHBty, by tbe 
weighty preponderancy of a majority operating against those 
who betrayed -a disposition to create disturbances. It was 
by no means a representative government ; it had no com- 
mon administration, no concentrated authority, no executive 
power, no public treasury, no mint : nor could it, even in its 
relations with forrign powers, be considered as an individuid 
state, since most of the sdliances were made not with the collec- 
tive body at large, but with one or more of the members sepa- 

s* Diet, de k Svmwe : fiiaaauiB fst&tBimik\vKr. 
Pp 3 
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CHAP, rately, several of them having expressly reserved the power of 
- . fcMPming such connections*" 

The diets, which thus appear to have been held more for 
the purpose of communication, than either of legislation^, or 
any other functions of government, were either general or 
special, ordinary or extraordinary. The general ordinaiy 
diets consisted of the deputies of all the cantons, aiKt (^ those 
of the allies who were, distinguished by the appellation of 
associates. They for a long time met annually in the month 
of July at Baden; till, after the jBve old catholic cantons had 
1712. been excluded from the co-sov«^ignty of that country, their 
deputies were spared the ihortificatibn of assembling at a place 
where they had once held a marked pre-eminence; and the 
meetings were transferred to Frauenfeld, a town which, 
though situated in the province of Thurgau, subject to the 
eight ancient cantons, could yet boast of prerogatives which 
bbnlep^ nearly upon independence. ^ 

The canum of Zuric, which had the priority of rank, the 
custody of the common seal and archives, and the direction of 
the chanceiy> had the right to sunimon the general diets, and 

^ The Germanic body, and the seven unifed" provinces, were likewise aggregates of 
independent s^tes ; but they differed widely from the Helvetic confederacy^ having 
each a collective sovereign, the one an emperor and a diet, and the other a stadholder 
and states-general. 

^ This town, when it was, in 1460, taken by the Swiss from the house of Austria> 
not only, retained all its privileges, but even obtained such additional prerogatives as 
aknost anoounted to absolute sovereignty. It had its great and little councils, its avoy- 
ers, all chosen within itself, and both the high and low jurisdictions. The only badges 
of dependence were, that the Landamman of Thurgau presided at its criminal court, 
and that there lay an appeal from the Utde council to the gener^ diet.. 
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in extraordinary cases, to fixlhe time and place of ^meeting. CHiJP^ 
In partial. assemblies, in which. Zuric had no..cbncernr thi 
s^ior of liie cantons that were convened/ wasl^uthoriteB to 
t)erform thb office. To the general assemblies^each canton 
sent twd deputies. The meetings* were opened by formal 
speeches £rxiin the chief deputies of each canton i those iofUm 
derwaldeh^f /Claris, and* Appenzel, who i^preisented';€iach :a 
separate district, having all of theito the right of delivering a 
coR>pltmentary harangue. 

. The fflresiding deputy^ after this, pmposed all matters to be 
discussed, beginning with those that immediately concerned 
the interests of the collective body, and the execution of the 
laws ; referring in general to the priests ordinance for ecclesi^ 
astical aflE^irs, to the convention oj Seinpacb for what related to 
military cdncecns, ta the union 0/ Stanx for the harmony . to 
be,preserved -between the difierent members of the confederacy, 
apd ix>..the peace of Aran for any: question that might arise 
concerning the common bailiwicks. They next examined inta 
the causes^ brought before them by appeal. Audiences, were 
tlwn g]3ren to foreign ministers, who, whei^ver : they 8a,¥f 
cause^iwere allowed to summon extraordinary diets ; in which 
case liowever,.they were required ta defray all the expences 
attending them. [The bailiff of the pJace where the diet met» 
called, upon the members successively for their opinions ; and 
In cMeof an equality of suffi-ages;.which> rarely happened^ he 
had a casting vote. Questions of a general import, and of any 
magnitude, were not ultimately decided, but references were 
made to the drflerent cantcms ; and those of superior moment, 
or of a partial nature, were frequently referred to a special, or 
to a subsequent ordinary meeting. 
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CHAF* After this, the depatin who hai do .sfaon in the nxnmoBi 
Yin. 

hsdliwicks,*' made ^ach another cotnpli metiik ry c li sc 6grge,anJ 

withdrew. Tke baMMb hereapen ^reported eD n oa i nii i g tbe 
affaire of thehr difiar«it districts, ^re in thdr accounts, and 
stated paiticufauiy the sentmces tiiey had pronounced^ and die 
fines thej had impoaed. All this wascjurefdly mvestijgatnl; 
and the awards, if complained of, 'were eithu confiribed er 
vepeided. The conduct of every subordmste nragiatmte was 
severely scrutinized ; and where any delinquency appeared, 
aeverdy censuned : and hem temiinated the functiom of a 
general diet. 

Among the especial diets, those of the two reBgiona^'VMfie tbe 
most frequent and important* Tile deputies of the pratesnrat 
cantons usually assembled at Aran, and tfaoseof the catholic at 
Luoem. £ven at the general diets at FraaenfeM they ofbenfi 
iield separate sessions, when aifiurs of religion ^wete^rafiigiit 
into debsle. A deputy from each of twelve oat of the cantora,'* 
met annually, in the month of August, at Lugano or Locarno, 
and enqured into the «)nduct of the faailiifs of the Italian 
|mivinces : and special comrarissions of the same natvre were 
moraovcsr, at stated tines, afqKmrted by all the co-regents, to 
examine into the proceedings of their delegates in the Ixuli* 
wicks, which raedaly received^ and were empowened to redress 
the complaints of .those who felt theeoselifes a^rieved^ 
These sessions of contMul weie known by the n^ne of 
syndicatares. 

'' Thuf gam Rbeuuba(l> SsK'gaAiy and the upper free bailiwick^ mbiact only to the 
eight ancient cantons. 

'* Appenzelhad no share in the Italian bailiwicks, they having' been acquired be- 
fore this canton was admitted into the confederacy. 
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Thelavr oTarbitnrtioil^, cf Wfcicfi frequent merrtron has been ctSLAf. 
niide^ was the result of most of the compacts that had been 
entered Into by these states ; and gave rise to many secondary 
mectjngS) which were sumnroned for the purpose of adjusting 
4ltspiitte occasional^ arising between different members icA' 
the confederkcy. .Whenever these occurred, each canton 
at variance setit^'two deputies to the place agreed upbn Ih 
their treaties^ and these, when their opinions were equally di- 
vided,chose a sur-arbitpator from one of the neutral cantons. 
This umpire was for tlte time absolved from his oath o( alle- 
giance to his own sovereign, that none of his engage- 
ments might clash with the impartiality of his award. He 
was not allowed to propose a new opinion, but could only con*^ 
firm one of those previously dtelivered by the deputies; but his 
decision- was imaL AW the cantons were not equally bound to 
submit their differences to the law of arbitration^ the oW ones 
having reserved the power of declrningit, while those that en- 
tered late in the confederacy were bound to adhere to it when- 
ever it was proposed to them. 

The provision known by the name of the defeusional,^^ had 
been made (though we do not find that it was often recurred 
to) for providing for the security of the state on sudden and 
very urgent emergencies, when the tardy proceedings of the 
diets mig^H have been attended with dangerous consequences. 
Deputies were on those occasions named by all the members 
of the Helvetic body, who were invested with full powers to 
infect the force of the nation, to be raised in the proportion 
specified in the above tables, in the manner that should to them 
se^n most effectual. These deputies might truly have been 

'^ SeeroT, ii. p. 221. 
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CHAP, stiled representatives^ not of the particular cantons, that .had 
nominated them» but of t|i^ nation ^ MTg9^ Theorigiaof 
this institution, like that of many others in this country, i&not 
distinctly known ; but its articles appear to have been parti^ 
cularly digested at the ,time of the peace of Westphalia> wb^ 
the nation acquired its relative consequence in Europe, by 
the acknowledgment of its absolute independence from the 
empire. 

The most superficial observer will doubtless perceive that 
this cpnstitution, adnfirably calculated for the security and 
domestic tranquillity of a peaceful, free-minded^ unambitious 
people, scrupulously tenacious of every right^' however trivial, 
and aware, in their simplicity, of the daggers of innovation, 
would betray much debUity and inertne^, if put'ta th^ te^ of 
a vigorousr att;ack from abroad ; particularly at a tkne when, 
having themselves, through a long interval of peace, neglected 
the improvements made by other nations in the art of war, 
they cc^ild oppose nothing but .an undaunted courage to the 
refined system of tactics displayed by highly disciplined troops, 
and especially to the tremendous effects of a formidable artil- 
lery. Such an attack it might perhaps still have repelled, had the 
nation, availing itself of the natural strength ofits country, co- 
operated with the same unanimity as it did whpn it defeated 
the attacks of Austria, Buigundy,and thernobles : but the want 
of combin^tipn in its measures as well as ofits forces^ of a centre 
of union, and we may add, of a power to compel the reluctant^ 
has no doubt ultimately pi;oved the chief cause of the fatal 
catastrophe ,we have lately witnessed. . Sl)ould independency 
pnc^ ipore gladjden these valleys, and exhilarate the shepherds 
of these craggy mountains, the wise and benevolent restorers 
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of the fir^ constitution that must bfe^evisea 'ft* tWen», ^iH 
most assuredly adveft to this cirtomstarioe ; and jirovide ^me 
means to call forth the whole strength in case Of an 'attack, 
which, like the late invasion, revolted indeed thti bulk of the 
people, but could not concentrate the disjoihted parb, rtbr Ixmse 
the trepidating rulers into a well directed plan of vigorous re-^ 
sistance. i : 

Although, from the copiousness of the subject, it has appeai^ 
improper to eAter into any particulars concerning the alliances 
of the Helvetic states with different powers ; yet this slight sur- 
vey of their polity might justly be deemed materially defective, 
should no mention whatever be made of the several foreign 
connexions they entered into, from the time they became a 
constituent part of the political system of Europe. 

The house of Austria finding itself, after repeated attempts 
to subjugate this country, not only frustrated in its designs, 
but even exposed to the isuccessful attacks of the irritated pea^ 
6ants, thought it expedient at length to convert into a peace (1414.) 
of fifty years, the conditions of several previous truces, which 
the dukes never did, and probably never meant to observe. 
New infractions, succeeded by fresh accommodations, still kept 
up an inveterate animosity between them, which at length 
yielded to the common hatred, fomented by the French king, 
against the rash and unfortunate Duke of Burgundy. Sigis- 
mund of Austria, willing to avail himself of the valour of the 
Swiss, the impression of whose arms his ancestors had so often 
experienced, concluded, what was denominated a perpetual 
and hereditary union with the eight cantons and the city of 
Soleure, which however was to relate only to the Austrian ter- (1477) 
ritories immediately bordering upon Swisserland. This in fact 

VOL. II. Q q 
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CHAP, vvas a defensive alliance ; but so far from being perpetual^ 
^^^^* it was readily brcJcen when the Suabian league resolved 
to curb the independent spirit of the confederates. Hav- 
ing failed in this attempt, the Austrian emperor Maxi- 
milian the First, renewed the same compact with some of the 
(1500.) cantops : and soon after, having succeeded to the dominions 
of Duke Sigismund, ratified it in a more solemn manner with 
the twelve cantons, and the city of St. Gallen ; expressly in- 
cluding in the treaty his grandson, since eminent by the name 
of Charles the Fifth. This prince having inherited thecdunty of 
^ Burgundy,his crafty grandsire well knew that he would stand in 
great need, if not of the protection, at least of the aeutraiity of 
this people, towards the tranquil possession of that province : 
nor was he blind to the importance of the Swiss in the wacs he 
foresaw he should have to carry on in Italy. Philip the Second, 
King of Spain, as one of the representatives of the house of 
.J Austria, renewed this treaty nearly in the terms of the ori- 
(1467.) ginal compact. The capitulate of Milan, first entered into 
with Galeazzo Sforza, and since claimed by two French 
monarchs, '• and incorporated into the alliance between Philip 
the Second and the catholic cantons, became, when that pro- 
vince was ceded to the dukes of Austria, an additional link 
between those princes and the Swiss cantons. 

The vicinity of the territories of Savoy, and the many dis- 
sensions necessarily fomented by this contiguity, and the various 
complicated claims of each party, and of their severi^ vassals^ 
produced, as we have noticed in a former Chapter, various 
struggles, which were terminated by treaties and conventions^ 
rather resembling temporary cessatioi>6 of hostilities, than real 

" Leviis the T«f clfth, and Friicis the Fictt. 
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acoommodakions of differences. When, afiter the Reformation, chap. 
the catholic cantons conceived a jealousy of the rising power ' — 

of those of the protestant persuasion, it became easy for the 
Duke of Savoy, who was bent upon recovering the luxuriant 
tracts in the Pays de Vaud (which Berne and Friburg had 
wrested from him, and which he never viewed from the oppo- 
site shores of the lake, without repining) to obtain an alliance 
with six of the catholic cantons : and this soon after led to a sub* (1560.) 
sequent league, even with Berne, in which the canton agreed to (1S64.) 
a restitution of a part of those territories, on being confirmed 
in the possession of the remainder. These alliances, when 
Savoy was menaced by the Spanish arms, became a subsidiary 
treaty, or rather a capitulation for the supply of troops, of 
which some have ever since been retained in the pay of the (1617.) 
court of Turin. 

The most extensive, intimate, and important alliance of the 
Hdivetic states, was no doubt the league with the crown of 
France. We have already traced the origin of the predilec- 
tion the French monarchs have ever entertained for the Swiss 
troops, up to the memorable combat in the cemetery of St. 
Jacob, near Basle. The heroic valour which a handful of the 
Confederates there displayed, gave rise to the treaty be- 
tween Charles the Seventh, which ten years after was ratified (hssO 
byl^ewis the Eleventh, and has ever since subsisted, under 
various modifications, and with very few interruptions. The 
^Himeration of all the conventions, capitulations, and treaties 
between France and the cantons, would alone fill an ample 
volume. Whaiever a breach of promise on the part of France 
caused a temporary intermission in these ccnnpacts, it gene«- 
rally cost the monarch more to appease the angry Swis9 
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CHAP, than if he had fulfilled his engagements. As if defeats. weoe 
^gsss=s=i ^^ "^^^ among the trophies that signalized this people^ the 

(15 «6) disastrous day of Marignan impressed Francis the First 
with so high a sense of the Helvetic valour, that^ without 
loss of time, he renewed the alliance with the cantons, which 
he denominated, and wished to be considered as perpetual. 
Each of his successors renewed the league ; and Lewis the 
Fourteenth extended it not only to the thirteen /rantons, 

(1663.) but to all their allies and associates. After th^ wgf of Xock- 
enburg, in which the ties of union among the cantons them- 
selves were rent asunder, and foreign alliances sunk into 
neglect, the French monarch offered a renewal of the le^ue, 
with all the favourable stipulations it had ever comprised : but 
the protestant cantons, having taken umbrage at the inter- 
ference of the French ambassador in favour of the catholics« 
and suspecting that some secret articles, detrimental to their 
own interests, had been inserted in a new treaty between that 
crown and the latter cantons, shewed a decided aversion to 
accept of any terms ; nor was their reluctance wholly sur^ 
mounted till after that monarch's death. 

The temporary treaties with the pope, chiefly brought about 
by the turbulent Cardinal of Sion, soon yielded to the wanjt 
of punctuality in the pontiff in fulfilling his engagements; 
and this breach of faith, in a character deemed so sacred, 
proved some time after a powerful argument in the hands of 

(1615.) the reformers. A subsidiary treaty had, since the beginning 
of the last century^ subsisted between the cantons of Berne and 
Zuric, and the republic of Venice, in which it was stipulated^ 
4hat th6 troops granted by the cantons, were only to be em- 
ployed in the defence of the territories of the republic on the 
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terra firma: but of these senrrces^ if any were ever performed, chap. . 
no memorial has reached our notice. ^^^* 



Next to the French, the alliance of greatest consequence td 
the protestant cantons, was that with the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, which had been first entered into jointly with England^ 
when the Protector Cromwell concluded a peace with the (1654.) 
States General ; ^nd the Swiss protestants felt the ties of gra-^. 
titude for the protection these two states had afforded them 
in their struggles subsequent to the Reformation. William the 
Third having ascended the British throne, became solicitous 
to engage Swiss troops in his service, and actually <;oncluded (1690) 
a subsidiary treaty, of which England indeed has never availed 
itself, but which has ever since afforded to Holland a large 
body of men, to whom they entrusted the barrier that was 
long thought an important check to the grasping ambition of 
France, and whom the Dutch ever looked upon as the flower 
of their army. On settling the capitulation for these troops, 
Berne and the Grison leagues added a clause, stipulating that (1712. and 
England, at the desire of Holland, should at any time be at '^'^^ 
liberty to claim a similar supply of troops, upon the same 
terms as had been agreed between them and the republic. 

Spain and Naples have long entertained Swiss troops in their 
service ; but the capitulations, by virtue of which they were 
authorized to raise them, have not come to our knowledge. *• 
The well-informed writer of the preliminary discourse to 
the Dictionnaire de la Suisse, states, that the number of Swiss, 
whom Lewis the Fourteenth retained in his service, amounted 
to twenty-eight thousand ; but that of late the regiments in 
France did not contain more than fifteen thousand five hun- 

'* An account of the Swiss troops in foreign services* in the year 17S0, the accuracy 
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CHAP, dred men. Taking therefofe an Avenge of oaie thousand three 
hundred men per regiment^ the Swiss troops in foreign servioes 
formed an armyof near forty thousand men. Besides these, the 
French king, the king of Sardinia, and the Pope, had each a 
body of guards, to which they particularly committed the 
safety of their persons, known by the name of the Ce^ Suisses: 
and at this time, there probably is scarce an army in Europe, 
where numb^s of Swiss adventurers, urged by their love of 
arms, are not enrolled. 

0f which however is not here indsted upon> contains the following number of regi* 
ments: 

In France • • is 

H<dknd • . 6 

Sardiaia - • 4 

Naples , • • 4 

Spain . ^ 4 

Total 90 
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CHAP. IX. 

Disturbances at Geneva in the eigbteetUb Century. 

A recent historian, of considerable eminence, on mentioning chap. 
the disturbances that have agitated the republic of Geneva 
within the present century, observes,, perhaps with more truth 
than will be readily admitted by the victims of their patriotic 
ardor, ' that the revolutionary spirit; whicK has gone abroad 

* in our days, and which has {M*oduced its most tremendous ef-* 
^ fects in a neighbouring kingdom, appears to have long since 
'exhibited an inauspicious prelude in this unhappy city ; in 

* which the same principles, passions and energies ; the same 

* foibles, errors and delinquencies, which have produced the 

* downfall of the French monarchy, have urged on both the 

* ruling and the subordinate ranks, and impelled them to 
f their ruin. The fatal coincidence of these destructive causes/ 
adds the same author, * whenever it takes place in a devoted 

* country, may well alarm each friend of political freedom, 

* domestic tranquillity, and general civilization ; and cause him 

* to shudder at the impending catastrophe'/ The people of 
Geneva, full of activity, ingenuity and perseverance^seem al-» 
ways to have been stimulated by an elastic impulse, which ill 
accorded with the narrow boundaries of their limited terri^* 
tory. Ever ambiticnis to act a conspicuous part cm tlie theatre 

' Spitflcr's Sketch of the History of the European States, toI. ii. p. 35. * 
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CHAP, of Europe, as this could not be effected by their political 
consequence, they have courted celebrity not only by their 
improvements in sciences, arts, and manufactures, in which 
they have most deservedly acquired great eminence, but also 
by their political speculations, and refinements upon govern- 
ment ; which, while they prompted them to struggle among 
themselves for the nice limits of authority, they little thought 
would in the end lead to the loss of wealth, independence, and 
religion, and finally to the very extinction of their ever fluc- 
tuating polity. 

It seems to be the peculiar fate of republics, that when by 
great unanimity and vigorous exertions, they have at length 
succeeded to repel and discourage the attacks of foreign ene- 
mies, the daemon of discord invades the peaceful commonwealth, 
and prompts men of a restless spirit, and high ambition, to cavil 
at the authorities in which, perchance, no share has been al- 
lotted them : and these^ should the rulers happen not to be en- 
dowed with sufficient prudence, wisdom, and moderation, ei- 
ther to restrain their seditious practices, or to yield to their 
just demands, are sure to raise a clamour that will ever end in 
faction and domestic strife. Of such men there are numbers in 
every state; and as no government upon earth can be perfect, 
they will always find plausible pretences for arraigning either 
some institution, or the conduct of some envied or perhaps of- 
fending magistrate. In a well regulated monarchy, such men 
are long kept in awe by the vigour, the stability, and splendor 
of the throne : but in a republic, and especially in a small 
democracy, where individuals maintain a familiar intercourse 
among themselves, no such fascinating influence commands the 
deference of the subordinate ranks, in favour of those who 
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Steer tiie helm. This no doubt is a trite observation ; and yet the chap. 

TV 

disr^ard of it bus hurried many states into absolute destruction, 
and many societies and individuals into deplorable calamities : 
and to none perhaps does it apply more aptly than to the small 
and once flourishing republic of Geneva, which probably might 
still be happy, had the contending parties been wise enough 
to admit, that the best criterion of a good government is the 
prosperity of the community. 

The people of Geneva, at the beginning of the present cen- Congtitu. 
tury, were divided into four classes : i. The citizens ; being tfoo. 
the sons of citizens or of burghers, born at Geneva, and ca- 
pable of holding every office in the state : 2. The burghers ; or 
those who had purchased the freedom of the city, who sat in 
the general assembly, might be chosen into the council of two 
hundred, but were not admissible into the senate, or any oi 
the higher employments in the government: 3, The natives; 
the sons of inhabitants, born at Geneva, but who enjoyed no 
municipal privileges, except a few commercial franchises : and 
lastly, the inhabitants, who could boast of no right except a 
domiciliary sufferance. The sovereign power resided in the 
general assembly, at which every citizen and burgher above 
five and twenty years of age had a seat and sufirage. This as- 
sembly, besides its legislative authority, and the power of mak- 
ing war, peace, and alliances, and of imposing taxes, had, in its 
ordinary meetings, the right of electing all the principal tna- 
gistrates, consisting of the four syndics, six auditors, the trea- 
surer, and •some law officers ; but this right, in order to obvi- 
ate the tumults that often attend free popular dections, ex- 
tended no further than the power of selecting out of a certain 
number of candidates proposed by the senate and great coun- 
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ciL The executive power was ves^ In the senate,' tx^nsisttng 
of twenty-five members, and the great council of two hundred ; 
the election into this senate and council, as well as various 
subordinate boards, being reserved to their own r^iprocal no-» 
mination, without any interference on the part of the citizens. 
This privilege, together with the right of proposing candidates 
for the offices of magistracy, and other uncommon powers 
vested in the senate, it may well be imagined, were cpnsidered 
as aristocratical prerogatives, injurious to the sovereignty of 
the people ; and accordingly were among the first causes of the 
frequent disturbances of which it is now required to take a cur- 
sory survey • The events here to be related, piay indeed ap- 
pear trivial to those accustomed to contemplate the conoerna 
of great nations and extensive empires ;^ bijn they are not so to 
the philosophic mind, bent on tracing to its origin the; impulse 
of the passions, which here displayed themselves with far less 
restraint than they are allowed to do in a vigorous and wqU 
regulated government ; and the effects of which affor4 a rae^ 
morable instance of the fallacy of human wisdom.' 
No sooner had the independence and security of the repub- 

^Qnq of the grcat06t iBonarchs at present in Europe^ has compared a commotion 
at Geneva to a storm in a tea-cup. 

* The statements here given are almost wholly taken from the accounts ci Meiftec 
and Meiners ; both which are aQowed by the learned and judicious O. fi. Ha)Ur> and 
other compewiijt judges, to be sufficiently accurate and impartial. We ^ive them the 
preference before various more ample narratives, especially the valuable work of Sir 
Francis d'lvernois ; the authors we follow having been no ways personally concert)^ 
in the commotions. Several hundreds of pubrications on these troubles are enu/me- 
rated by HaUer* which at least shew.that no argiu^entation has been spared in eluci* 
dating the poin,ifc& io contest* They whp may not find the account here given suffi- 
ciently ample» will pltase to recollect that, being intended chiefly for English readers, 
a more circumstantial detail might be found tedious, if not superfluous. 
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lie ao()uir^ some degrfee of aUbility, than commerce artd in- chap. 

du^try became prevalent among the Citizens^ ahd soon pro- ^^' 

iiuc^d riches and luxury, which insensibly led to an inequality 
of conditions that powerfully stimulated the ul^ruly passions of 
pride» envy and ambitioh. The opulent and ruling fafnilies 
began now to transfer their habftitions to & particular district 
named the city, while the inferior classes were retained in the 
lower town by their lucrative occupations. This habitual se* 
paration, added to the extent of power which the senate and 
great council arrogated to themselves, soon created a jealousy 
and s^lienation among the people, which wits increased by 
every new incident, however trivial in its nature, or harmless 
in its tendency. A m^iterial change in the disposition of all 
ranks of the inhabitants was likewise operated by the great 
number of French refugees who were aHowed to settle in the 
city ; and who gradually introduced a spirit of contention, 
egotism^ envy, and insubordination, which ptompted the peo^ 
pie to place nlore. confidence in their oWn strength, thaft ill 
their constitution, or in the patriotism of their leaders. Se» 
veral lawsuits were about this tinie determined in a manner 
that gave offence, hot ohly to the parties condemned, but iti 
some cases also to a liumerous body of relatives and adherents : 
and one in particular, in which Fatio,a member of the great Fatio. 
council, a man of great parts, acquirements and energy, but 
withal of a most fiery and aspiring temper, had been called in 
as advocate, wa^ decided in a manner displeasing to the md<*- 
jority of the citizens, and particularly offensive to the j^edder^ 
The discontented thought themselves called upon to take effec*^ 
tual steps towards securing themsrives a^instfurtherenoroach^ 
ments of arbitntry powei'. The firstgmvaneeagainst which 
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^^x^* they determined to remonstrate was, the manner of voth^ at 



elections, which instead of an open suffrage, they, in a decla- 
ration delivered in to the attorney general in the month of 

>7o6* December, required to be henceforth decided, in the manner 
practised in the senate, by a secret ballot. Their demand, be« 
ing contrary to the established laws, was negatived in the 
council : but the citizens persisted in their claim, alleging that 
in their request to amend an exceptionable law, they only ex- 
pressed a wish to approach nearer to the mode of proceeding 
in the senate. 

About this time one of the Trembley family was elected 
into the council in preference to an aged, respectable, and pa- 
pular citizen, on whom, had the election been perfectly un- 
biassed, it was imagined the choice would have fallen. The 
people noticed that there were already two of that name in 
the council ; and the addition of a third they thought con- 
trary, if not to the letter, at least to the spirit of their laws. 
De la Chena, an enthusiastic republican, urged some of the 
citizens to renew, at the general assembly which was to meet 

1707. in the month of January for the election of the syndics, the 
demand that all questions be decided by ballot : and others 
availing themselves of the spirit of reform that prevailed 
among the people, were preparing motions for additional 
amendments, the principal of which were, that the senate 
should no longer interfere in the election of counsellors ; that 
the number of counsellors of the same family should be still 
further restricted ; and that a code of the public edicts should 
be printed for the use of the citizens. Fatio checked the ar- 
dour of tlrase hasty reformers, alleging that according to the 
fundamental laws, this general assembly, which met merely for 
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the election of syndics, could take no cognizance of any matter chap. 
which had not been previously discussed in the great council. 
De la Chena resolved now to pursue a different course: he 
drew up a memorial Containing the abovementioned articles ; 
caused it to be signed by a considerable number of citizens, 
and delivered it to the first syndic de Normandie. An order 
upon this was issued, prohibiting all signatures of this nature. 
De la Chena insisted that they were not an innovation ; that 
^nolaw existed against them ; and that without them, the citi- 
zens had no means of conveying their proposals or remon-^ 
strances; The ex-syndic Trembley endeavoured to persuade 
him that mechanics are not competent judges of matters of 
state : * and do you think/ answered de la Ch^ia, ^ that com- 
* mpn sense is the exclusive monopoly of the senate }^ 

The great council called upon de la Chena to take back 
his memorial ; and on his refusing to comply, the first syndic^ 
in his presence, threw it into the fire. The enraged citizens 
had now recourse to the attorney-general ; but soon found that 
this public officer, whose province it was to defend the rights 
of the people, was unwilling to espouse their cause. Five 
hundred of them assembled soon after, before the town-house» 
and were met by a deputation of the senate^ with the second 
syndic Chouet, at their head. He represented to them that 
the practice of signatures was of recent date, and at all times 
dangerous ; that the memorial had been burnt, not from any 
disrespect to the framers of it, but principally out of tender*- 
ness for some of those who had signed it ; and that for the 
same reason, the whole affair had better be buried in oblivion. 
A loud murmur ensued : Thomas de Lolme, in the name of 
the rest, exclaimed, * What tenderness? and for whom? 
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CHAP. ^ Signatures may be ofiensire to the senate, but they are not 
^ illegal/ Chouet assured them that, so far from their memo- 
rial having been treated with contempt, commissioners had 
been actually appointed for the purpose of deliberatii>g on its 
contents ; and proposed to them to chuse a number of dele- 
gates to be joined to this commission. The citiiens instantly 
named the two lawyers, Fatio and Revillod, together with 
Piaget, Marcet, Le Maitre, de Lolme, de la Chena, and some 
others } and the deliberations began without dekyi but soon 
broke out into mutual reproaches and menaces. The delegates 
of the people at length consented to wave the right of sub« 
scription, if any other noode were pointed out to them for 
giving efiect to their remonstrances. The syndics promised, 
that within a month a satisfactcnry answer should be return- 
ed ; upon which the citizens adjourned to the Treille,^ where 
Fatio mounted on a bench, and strove to pacify them. He 
assured them that the answer could not but be favourable ; 
and that if it were otherwise, they might still have recourse 
to a general assembly. Their clamours ceased, and they 
withdrew peaceably. 

Fatio recommended in council, that when either three 
senators, ten counsellors^ or fifty citizens, gave in a proposal 
on any subject whatever, rigned by them, the senate and 
council should immediately take it into consideration, and> 
within a fortnight, lay the result of their deliberations before 
the general assembly, there to be either confirmed or nega- 
tived« The magistrates now perceived that Fatio's drift was 
to establish the purest forms of democracy : and in order to 
gain time, in hopes of allaying the mCnds of the peoi^le^ th^ 
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pitxidedMvdtyslDWfylnlMrdefibmtk)^ AtlengthiOritthe chak 
eleventh of Februafy, they resolved, that the nfode oC slgnatum ^^^ 
was not onty mpepfluoiis, but dangerous ; that only vei^l re*'* 
presentations of the citizens should be admitted ;^at these 
should be taken into consideration within the ^paee of one 
month after the communication ; and that all former edicts, 
together witfi the remarks of the magistrates thereon, should 
be forthwith sent to the ih^ss. The questions concerning the 
ballot, and the limitation of the number of kindred s^iators 
and counsellors, were adjourned to a future day. 

Fatio meanwhile gained over two c<Hisiderable adherents to 
his party, the auditor Gallatin, and the ex-counsellor and 
Prussian agent, de Normandie ; and with them he planned 
a mode of election by ballot, which was adopted^ and was 
long after practised. The citizens now called loudly for a 
committee for revising and promulgating the book of statutes : 
they once more proposed some restrictions concerning the num- 
ber of kindred senators ; but above all, demanded that an annual 
meeting of the general assembly should be lield on the first of 
June, to diecide on all new topics relating to the state. Gal- 
latin added a proposal, that forty citizens should be admitted 
as honorary members or adjuncts, without right of $uflfrage> 
into the great council ; and that the vacancies at that board be 
occasionally filled up by lot, from among this number. 

The senate paying little regard to these proposals, the citi- 
zens met again in great numbers in the Manege, and exhorted 
each other to persist strenuously in their just demands. The 
senate had gained over a few of them, and these were branded 
with the appellation of new Mamelukes : but the magistrates^ 
unable to stem the tide of popular clamour, agreed to a general 
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CHAP, legislative assembly , which was appointed for the tw«ity- 
'* eighth of April/ to which no natives or inhabitants were to 
be admitted, and previous to which, singular precautions w^e 
taken to prevent tumults or insurrection. The senate decreed^ 
that at the opening of the assembly, each member should take 
the oath usually administered to citizens; but these thought 
it a palpable incongruity to swear previously to a constitution, 
which in the course of the meeting might perhaps undergo 
some alteration. The objects m contemplation were warmly 
debated, not only in conversation, but in many fugitive 
writings ; among which, * A letter from one citizen to ano- 

* tber,' contained the following display of the principles main- 
tained by tlie ruling party: — *A people,' it is there^said. 
^ cannot govern itself : all who have attempted it, have sooner 
' or later become the slaves of their artful demagogues : but a 
' people that entrusts others with the executive authority, 
^ never ceases to watch over the abuse of this delegated 

* power : that state is free in which the people make the laws. 
^ A people may resume its original power, but no wise people 

* will ever do it, on any but very urgent occasions/ These 
maxims are next applied to the government of Geneva, and, 
after expatiating largely on the excellence of its constitution : 

* What can divert the magistrates,' adds the author, * from 

< the public good ? why should they be less zealous for it than 
^ the citizens ? Those who insinuate that the council endea- 
^ vours to grasp at the sovereign authority, which belongs 
^ solely to the people, are vile calumniators : but the council 

< knows the dangers of a popular assembly that ventures to de« 

< liberate on state af&irs ; and our ancestors knew these perils, 

' It was postponed to the fifth of May. 
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< St a time when tiie coiatnvurity consisted of only ^v$ or 9ix chap. 

* biliidred aiembers* The maxiq^ whicl^ asserts, that as soqn • * - 
/as the getieiral awembly is convened the ni^istrates are 

* divested of all their authority, aod th^t all citizens are equal, 
^ will ever be subversive of good government, and ultimately 
^ kad to aoEirchy / The author ascriJi)es the sentiments en^- 
taioed by the citizens, partly to> the opuleiu:e and ease of som?, 
and in «. still greater d^^ree, to the ambition of the many 
who ft^wed to power and dbtinction. Fatio and his adhe- 
rents called this writing, which had made some impression^ a 
49ophist}cal school declamation. The clergy pn the other 
ifaand, inveighed bitterly frpm (he pulpit against ail abettors 
of unrestrained liber^. Such writings and such sermons 
Vfere no doubt {%i better calci^lated to irritate, than to conci* 
iiate die agitated minds of the people. 

The g^eral assembly met on the appointed dsy. Deputies 
had) not long beR)re, fs^bably at the desire of the magistrates, 
arrived troxti the allied cantons of Zuric and Berne, and np^ 
praned at tftie meetir^. At the dawn of day the citizens 
Assembled i« biAe cbdnqh of St. Magdalen. Pi%et mounted 
<on a b^nch, and esckorted them to fermness and perseverance •: 
■ Remember/ said he, ^ that ^is day will either crown or der 
^ feat all your past endeavours : do not softer yourselves to be 
^ awed at the appearance of ypur iQagistrates ; they are only 
* the first among e^iuals ; their ^e-emin^ence vani^es in the 
Vpresence of thofie who have pon&ered it: repdlect at the 
< feame time, thtf onder, decency;, and inoderation are the true 
' attributes of the friends ^f liberty ; and that without then^ 
^ you wm in Taki hope to achiei^e yc^r ^rpose/ The oiiizens 
embraced, and proceeded quietly to the church of St Peter. 
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CHAP. The senior minister^ Calendrini, opened the meeting with a 
S5— — ;-- pathetic prayer. The Syndic de Normandie addressed the 
deputies of the cantons, stating the purpose of this assiembly. 
Ulric, the burgomaster of Zuric, read his answer, in which he 
extolled the blessings of peace and unanimity, but which by 
no means accorded with the sentiments of the citizens. 
Chouet, the second syndic, spoke next : * It were a crime,' 
he said, with a great semblance of candour and popularity, ' to 

* ask where the sovereignty of this state resides : it manifestly 

* centers in this supreme legislatbe body. Complaints are 
^ made that it has not been assembled for upwards of a cen- 

* tury : the true reason of this is, that no meeting has been 
' demanded by the citizens. They might at any time have 

* commanded it, and resumed the power they had delegated 
' to the magistrates ; but of the dangers of this, our fathers 
< and ourselves have been too well aware, to hazard so perilous 

* a^tep. The great council is the minister, the representa- 
' tive of the sovereign : but a thousand years, in cases like 

* this, do not establish a prescriptive right ; and the annual 

* elections of the chief magistrates are a manifest proof that 
^ the citizens have not relinquished their supreme and inalien- 

* able prerogatives/ The prime syndic hereupon proposed 
the general oath : Pidget insisted on the glaring inconsistency 
of making a sovereign swear : and a general outcry arose that 
no oaths should be taken ; those who seined disposed to com- 
ply, being severely rebuked, and even insulted by those who 
peremptorily refused it. The ministers held up their hands. 
Piaget taxed with treason all those who might offer to take 
the oath, before a m^ority had declared in favour <^ the 

. measure. 
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Fatio spoke out of his turn, aAd was calkd to order by the 
prime ^ndic. The counsellors first declared their sentiments 
on the question. Some were of opinion that the citizens 
should swear individually, so that it might not appear that the 
sovereign body had collectively bound itself by an oath : 
others were for modifying the form. The attorney-general 
delivered a speech he had previously prepared, which was no 
ways relevant. The clergy were next heard, and they una- 
nimously insisted on the oath being taken. While the votes 
were collecting, Fatio expatiated on the impropriety of allow- 
ing the deputies of the cantons to be present at this meeting ; 
urging that the precedent would at any time authorize the 
envoys of France to insist on the same privilege. The prime 
syndic, with a d^ree of petulance ill becoming his station, 
exckimed : ^ If Fatio will be master here, he may e'en take 
^ my seat/ With this he broke up the assembly, and ad- 
journed it to the following Thursday. The Swiss deputies 
the next day received a profusion of Apologies from the ma- 
gistrates, clei^y, and principal citizens, for the uncourteous 
manner in which they had been treated the preceding day at 
the assembly^ These apparently extenuated the offence : but 
yet their reports to their sovereigns were not wholly free 
from sinister imputations ; and it was evident that their pre- 
judices against the citizens were daily increasing. 

The first question at the next meeting related to the pre- 
sence of the deputies. Fatio being the only one who opposed 
it, some members were sent to conduct them to the church. 
Each of them delivered a pathetic discourse, stating that their 
governments had indeed directed them to attend the impor- 
tant meetings that were now to be held, but by no means 
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CHAP, without the free consefit of the assembljr ; and theynuM'eQVer 
^ ' declared, that this instance should on no account be construed 
into a precedent. Tke prime syndic upon this reported, that 
the great council had totally relinquished their proposal of a 
previous oath, and that a committee had been actually named 
for deliberating on the question of the ballot. Fatio moved 
that the ballot should be adopted at the present meeting, in 
order to prove by experience whether in fact it would be 
attended with all the inconveniencies that had been urged 
against it. He vras strongly opposed by Dr. Chemod, who 
proposed four articles, which he no ways doubted would tfBao 
tually restore tranquillity: i. the publication of the edicts; 
a point which had already been conceded: «. the voting by 
ballot : and 3 and 4. two regulations of no great moment, 
concerning die elections and exclusions in the magistracy. 
His plan met with general approbation ; and it was proposed 
that the articles should be referred to the examination of the 
Swiss deputies. * God forbid ! ' exclaimed Fatio with rehe- 
mence, ^ that we should declare oursc^es incapable of restor- 
• ing our own domestic tranquillky.' He reprobated the {dan 
of Chenaud ; and the citi2ens onee more allowed themselves 
to be blindly swayed by their popular leaders. The debate 
degenerated into tumult, and k was with much diffioiky that 
the syndics found means to adjourn the meeting to the twentjr- 
sixth day of the same month. During this int«^al, great 
efforts were made by the fiiends of peace to restore harmony : 
but Fatio was inflexible, and determined to parsue his object 
to its completion. Besides the f<N*mer claims ooncerning the 
"ballot, the promulgation of the edicts, and the limitation of 
the number of kindred in the councite, he now insisted more 
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particakrly on stated and periodmji m^^l^jxig!; of thi? 8imf9^ chap. 
legidative assembly. Whil9 hs was thw inflamii)ff ^h< m.in^ 
of some, the enthusiism of others 9i»t^ : the friends of g^^r 
yemmeot graduaHy iocre^sed, and even t^ wdHor Q^latla, 
« imn, the chief £ratnfes m whffp^ pharacter appear to have 
htum noderatioii and cand wr^ i^poosed the cause x>f t^ senate^ 
' Fatio bowev^ }»reserved suffipient influence to obtain from 
the great council a vote for svibjuittnig to the genera} assefl9«- 
hfyi \mS€8 the articles propof«d by Cbenaudi likewise the 
estabJNbment cf a periodical legislative assembly; ^ pf^rticular 
mode of voting by delivering the suffrages to ^r secr/atarifs, 
to be chosen occasionally by the ^yndi<^, two out of t^e coun- 
cil and two from aroong the citizens ; and that not Qiore thai) 
^ee l^rethren, or a father and two sons, should be allowed t^ 
sit at the satoe tieae in the couoci). 

At the general asaembly of the ;twenty-^ixth of May, whi|cl> 
vfm liJ^ewise attended by the ^'m deputies, t^e votes wer^ 
collected in succession, but not without sc^ae cpnfysbn, ^9 
the M»ton^ba»et>t of the popular leadftrs, a m^rity q( $fty 
ri^ected the mode of voting by ballot. Fatio ftsmibed thif 
partly to the tedious speeches of sh» syndics and depptie$y 
wJhich Induced many of the citbeens to depart without votings 
^nd partly to many of the voters faaviftg been int^a^a^ by 
sigojikant hints and nods from the /secretaries. The question 
waa now proposed, whether the articles ^uSd he put xq 
the vote eoHectively or separately. The /oriiner mode j*p- 
peaced i» hove the ajDprobation of the magist]»t«s> and :W^ 
perhaffifor this very reason ^ipposed by Fatio, Maccet, fm^ 
de la Chena. The delegates of the citizens at the sane tinu^ 
obiexvmg that many weue wsthdcanrlog from ihe aasenl^y*. 
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CHAP, called loudly for an adjournment to the next day. The syndics 
refused to comply, and began to collect the votes ; upon which 
many more citizens absented themselves. About three hun- 
dred collected in a remote part of the church, and refused to 
vote. Dentan, one of the most restless among them, repeat- 
edly exclaimed, * they have deceived us ; they mean to over- 
« reach us/ The syndic de Normandie went up to Fatio, 
took him by the hand, and addressing him in a conciliatory 
tone, * You may restore peace,' he said ; ^ persuade these 
^ seceders to imitate the example of their fellow citizens/ 
' I have no right to command them,' answered Fatio abruptly. 
The votes were numbered: eight hundred against thirty- 
eight determined in favour of the articles being proposed col- 
lectively. The Swiss deputies and the magistrates, conceiving 
this to be a complete triumph, now congratulated each other 
on their success ; and the former recommended a general am- 
nesty, which the latter declared they were ready to proclaim. 
Fatio, who had withdrawn, returned to the assembly, and re- 
monstrated in the name of the three hundred who had declined 
to vote, that the citizens had been deceived by ambiguous 
propositions ; and that even if the votes of the majority were a 
fair decision, it went no further than that all the articles 
should be proposed together, and by no means that they were, 
by this vote, either accepted or negatived. Instead of answer- 
ing, the magistrates desired him to come to the town-house. 
The Swiss deputies there represented to him that he ought to 
conform to the decision of the majority, and that he would 
have to answer for the consequences, if the concourse of peo- 
ple at the church did not immediately disperse ; and they» at 
the same time declared that the two cantons they represented 
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would be ready to support the vote of the general assembly, chap. 
Fatio, perceiving now that he could not at present accomplish 
his object^ admonished the people to separate, and withdrew 
to his dwelling. 

The crowd was actually dispersing, when three companies 
of city guards appeared, by order of the senate, before the 
church. The commanding officer having directed all who still 
remained, to repair immediately to their homes, one of the 
least timid among them demanded by whose authority he 
tock upon him to give such orders ? * By an authcwity,' re- 
plied the captain, drawing his sword, * which both you and I 
^ must obey/ Some citizens, who were armed, likewise drew 
their swords, and a scuffle ensued : those who had previously 
departed, ran through the streets and called to arms ; and all 
the shops and warehouses were immediately shut^ The popu- 
lace was now preparing to attack the houses of the Mame- 
lukes : the womeii, the wife of Fatio at their head, hastened 
to bring arms to those who had remained behind in the 
church ; the guards meanwhile, whether directed, or awed by 
the tumult, remaining wholly inactive. Fatio once more ex- 
horted thei multitude to disperse, and was the first who 
retired to his house. Many coun$ellc»*s and ministers resorted 
to the public places, explained and justified the proceedings 
of the magistrates, and admonished the people to preserve the 
peace. The immediate declaration of an amnesty seemed 
indeed to have restored tranquillity ; but the citizens, it soon 
appeared, could not so readily forget the unlooked-for appear- 
ance of the companies of guards. The party of the senate 
perceived the rapid. progress of their unpopularity. One of the 
secretaries was taxed with having unduly collected the votes 
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tranquil- 
lity. 



Fresh dis- 
turbances 



at the last general assembly: partial tumults aroie: the 
magistrateG ordered the ibilitaiy pwtt to be reinforced ; amt 
tindi^ pretence of guarding against external dangerst de^ 
manded auxiliaries from the two allied cantonsi which were 
immediately granted. This measure was represented by the 
senate to the great c6u Acil, ifierely as a precautionary ste|», fbr 
die seturity of the city against foreign insult. 

The Swiss mediat<>rs departed from Geneva on the third of 
June. The deputy of Beme^ on taking leave of the senate, 
exhorted them to maintain^ by moderation and oourteousneeS) 
the tranquillity that he trusted was now restored ; and to 
study to gain the affections of the peoj^e^ ^ Men/ he observedi 
< seldom notice the faults of those superiors whom they lo^e ; 
* whereas even the virtues of those, whose per^sons they <}i6likei 
^ are converted into odibus blemishes. Remember that fear is 
' a feeble check upon a free-minded people : and above a}l» 
^ that yK>u have promised Us to bury all past offences in oblt« 
^ vion/ The delegates of the citizens attended them in the 
streets, and thanked thetn lor their salutary kiterference. The 
deputies declared their approbation of Fatio^s condux^t m the 
iait stage of the disturbance ; and exacted a promise from him 
to put a stop to the meetings of his party, which th^yiconsi* 
dered as the source of all the evlL 

On the very day in whk^ the deputies departed, tbr^e hun- 
dred Swiss auxiliaries "were admitted into the city* From this 
moment the senate ac<^ired fresh confidencei and exerted an 
WKtooked^-fet i%our» Unguarded expressions were noticed 
taiid chastised ; efid Fatio, instead of being (as had been pre- 
«onterted) induced by gentle means to suspetod his attewdaace 
«t thecouhcil^ was ajfiprised in an impertoits manner, that his 
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presence would be dispensed with. His friends indeed com- chap. 
plained^ though faintly, of an infraction of the amnesty ; but 
the greatest number of the citizens seemed better disposed to 
attend quietly to their respective avocations in their work- 
shops and counting-houses, than to watch the proceedings of 
government. A sullen tranquillity prevailed throughout the 
city. One harsh decree was succeeded by another ; while the 
incautious magistrates, indulging in frequent and sumptuous 
festivals, held out an odious contrast between their luxurious 
gratifications, and the severities they inflicted on the peojrie, 
Fatio, Marcet, and their friends, being excluded from these 
pleasurable entertainments, resolved to have a festive meeting 
of their own ; but they received a mandate, enjoining them to 
desist from their purpose. The time now approached when, 
according to ancient custom, certain military sports and exer- 
cises were practised at Geneva. Marcet had three years suc- 
cessively merited the rank of King of the Archers ; and during 
the troubles, had biassed all the officers of his corps in favour 
of the remonstrating citizens. The council, which neglected 
no means that seemed cakulated to strengthen their party, 
excited all their young men to strive for the chief prize in 
archery. The son of the ex-syndic Trembley obtaiped it 
this year ; and a sumptuous feast having been given him on 
the occasion, he returned it with a banquet far mose splendid 
than had ever been seen at Geneva. In the intoxication of 
mirth and conviviality, the dangers of the times were wholly 
forgotten. Some, foreboding the revengeful spirit of the 
senate, exhorted Fatio to absent himself; but he spurned the 
advice, declaring that he would never avow himself guilty by 
absconding* ^ No one^' he added, ' can hate me, but he who 
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* hates the laws. If the senate aims at my life or my honour, I 

* am willing to shew how a citizen ought to bear injustice, and 

* to shed his blood in the cause of his country. Perhaps the re- 

* membrance of my untimely end may prove far more bene- 

* iicial to my fellow citizens, than the most zealous services I 

* might still render them, in a life of ever so long a period.' 
Some prompted him to majce fresh representations to the 
senate. * This,' he answered, * is not the proper time : better 

* wait till five years hence, when at the next general assembly 
' I may perhaps succeed to the office of attorney general/ 
The senators trembled when they heard that the popular 
party were endeavouring to raise him to that eminent station. 
The leaders of this party now interrogated the magistrates, 
what could be the motive for introducing Swiss troops into 
the city ^ * No doubt/ said some of them, * they are here 

* rather to intimidate us, than to provide for our safety. Who 

* is it that has called them in ? certainly not the general as- 
' sembly, which is alone authorized to take a step of such 

* importance.' 

On a sudden appeared before the senate, Brochet, an inn- 
keeper, till now of the discontented party, who declared that 
a dreadful conspiracy was at hand ; that a plot was laid for 
seizing the arsenal, and to get rid of the Swiss auxiliaries, and 
of several of the counsellors ; that Piaget and le Maitre were 
to head the insurrection, in which he had himself been offered 
a considerable share. Le Maitre was immediately seized : 
Piaget absconded ; and his wife was in vain called upon to 
reveal the place of his concealment. Fatio was apprised of 
his own danger ; but far from absenting himself, he appeared 
publicly, and was taken into custody without any charge 
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having been exhibited against him. Four articles were found chap. 
among his papers, which not he, but de la Chena, had drawn ■■ 

up, and intended to lay before the next general assembly. 
Their tenor was, i. that in future the council should not call 
in any foreign troops without the consent of the general as- 
sembly : s. that such troops should never be allowed to act 
against the citizens: 3. that the proceedings of the great 
council, which in fact represented the body of the people, 
should be subjected to a yearly investigation in the general 
assembly : and 4. that Fatio should be allowed to resume his 
seat in the said council. 

The senate stationed a strong guard at the prison, and 
ordered continual patroles throughout the city. De la Chena 
was likewise apprehended. LeMaitre being confronted with 
his accuser, the latter persisted in his deposition, while the 
former denied every article, except a few inconsiderate words 
against the auxiliaries, and his having answered to a certain 
person, who asked of him whether all was quiet, that the fire 
still glowed under the embers : these words were construed 
into a proof of the conspiracy. A reward of three hundred 
crowns was offered for the head of Piaget ; and in order to 
prevent his escape, members of the council watched day and 
night at the gates, to see who passed. After he had lain two 
days concealed in a cellar, his corpse was found in the river, 
where he had been drowned in attempting to save himself by 
swimming. 

The senate hereupon assembled the great council^ and re- 
ported all the discoveries they had made concerning the con- 
spiracy, and its several authors. Le Maitre was put to the 
rack : all who resided near the place of examination were 

Tt 2 
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CHAP, enjoined to leave their houses, that they might not hear 
either the depositions or the screams of the devoted culprit. 
All that the most excruciating torments could extort from 
him was, ' Treat me as you please : I have no accomplices, 
' for I am innocent.' His wife, his aged and disconsc^ate 
mother, and his little children implored for mercy ; but he was 
doomed to die, and heard the awful sentence without either 
terror or compunction. His wife, and some of his friends, 
entreated him to appeal to the general assembly; but he 
scorned the expedient. Unknown to him, they presented a 
petition, in which, without pretending to deny his guilt, they 
remonstrated that he had been convicted upon the evidence of 
one single witness ; of a man whom, seven years before, the 
senate had sentenced to death, and who would have suffered had 
he not been pardoned by the great council ; of one who was the 
declared enemy of the accused, and had been often heard to 
utter threats of vengeance against him. To the minister who 
attended him, he said, with a calm countenance, ^ Whatever 
* disturbances I may have promoted before the amnesty, they 

< may truly be imputed to genuine patriotism. I never aspired 
' to honours or offices, for which I knew myself by no means 
' qualified. The plots that are laid to my charge, required 

< money, talents, eloquence, and iofluence, none of which had 
' fallen to my share. I fail a victim to state policy.' He 
acknowledged that the loss <^ a law-suit had sowered bis 
temper. At the town-house he heard his final sentence oq 
his knees with great composure, until mention was made of 
the conspiracy. He then exclaimed, ' That is false ; and my 
' accuser is an in£imous calumniator.' At the fatal tree he 
oiKe laore asserted his innocence ; and whilst the executioner , 
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was strangling him, the people altered loud cries and deep CHAP, 
groans of anguish and commiseration. 

De la Chena was next brought before the senate ; and with 
terror and confusion approached the awful tribunal. He was 
charged with having been the first author of the disturbances ; 
that by means of the four articles found among Fatio's papers, 
he had intended to raise fresh insurrections ; that he had 
uttered opprobrious language against the magistrates and the 
clergy ; and that by these, and other treasonable practices he 
had amply deserved capital punishment. In consideration of 
his pusillanimity, his life was spared ; but he was sentenced to 
forfeit the freedom of the city, to be banished for life, and to 
pay all costs. De la Chena, bathed in tears, acknowledged 
that his delinquency exceeded his punishment; and prayed 
that he might suffer death, since he could not possibly live 
separated from his beloved family and intimates: but his 
prayer was disregarded. He repaired to Morges, where he 
survived twelve years in a small municipal office. Piaget was 
hanged in effigy. 

When Fatio heard of these proceedings, he foreboded his 
own destiny. As no accuser appeared against him, he appre- 
hended that poison would be the means of dispatching him ; 
and hence abstained from all food, except eggs. His conduct 
ki the last insurrection was brought as a charge against him : 
he was reminded of instances when he had arraigned the de- 
crees of the general assembly: he was taxed with having 
fflegally assembled the citizens, and having four articles in his 
possession, the tendencies of which were evidently seditious^ 
He answered, that as often as he heard of a tumult, he always. 
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CHAP, hastened among the insurgents in order to disperse them ; and 
that, in fact, he had frequently succeeded to quell disturb- 
ances : that he had indeed often conversed on state affairs ; 
and that he knew no subject more befitting the deliberation 
of good citizens : that he had never convened assemblies, but 
occasionally visited his friends ; and that as to the four articles, 
they had been given him for his opinion, and that he disap- 
proved of them. His defence availed not : he was sentenced 
to lose his head. He likewise would deliver in no petition : 

* Death,' he said, • is infinijtely preferable to ignominy ; and 
' he deserves ignominy who, being innocent, condescends to 

* ask for mercy/ His brother, a counsellor, declared that he 
acknowledged the guilt of the sentenced culprit ; but that the 
punishment would reflect infamy upon all his kindred ; and 
that he himself would be compelled to lay down his offices, if 
his brother suffered by the hand of a public executioner. The 
council extended their lenity so far as to order that Fatio 
should be shot, and thus die by the hands of soldiers ; that 
his sentence should be announced to him in prison ; that the 
bell should not toll as usual at executions ; that the wands of 
the syndics should be sent privately to the prison ; and that the 
ministers should go thither disguised in secular dresses. When 
he was told that he had but a few minutes to live, he started, but 
soon recovered his serenity : ^ I may have been guilty of some 
< indiscretions,' he said, ' but surely not of any crime. I am 
^ persuaded that I have rendered some service to my country : 

* I can with satisfaction survey my past life ; and shall meet 
^ death with resignation.' On hearing his sentence pxt>- 
nounced, he opened a Bible, and read to his judges the first 
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verse of the fifty-eighth pisalm.* On descending to the court chap; 
where the sentence was to be executed, some oflfCTed to assist —^^^^ 
him, but he declined their aid, saying, M am in health and 

* vigour, and can walk alone/ Without the least emotion he 
tied up his eyes, and pointed to the soldiers where to direct 
their muskets. He prayed, and uttered these last words ; ' I 

* am innocent, and they take away my life : Almighty God, 

* grant me the power to forgive them/ The only fault his 
friends imputed to him, was too great a fondness for argu- 
mentation ; and a vindictive spirit was the greatest blemish 
the most inveterate of his enemies could add to that defect. 

Many other severe penalties were, during this and the fol- 
lowing year, inflicted on various citizens. After the hearts of 
most of them had been sufficiently alienated, and nothing but 
the terror of the late executions restrained their fierce resent- 
ment, the magistrates ordained an extraordinary fast day, in 
which the clergy did not fail to extol the justice of the go- 
vernment, and the salutary effects of their seasonable firmness. 1708; 
The auxiliaries were soon after dismissed ; but the companies 
of the city guards were augmented each to ninety men. 

The time approached now when, as had been decreed five 171 a. 
years before, the periodical general assembly was to meet for 
the first time. The citizens were actually convened on the 
tenth of December : but a majority immediately repealed the 
very edict by virtue of which they had been called together ; 
and thus destroyed in an instant, the very basis of the struc- 
ture which had been reared by Fatio, and ta which he had 
sacrificed his life. Numbers of the people were penetrated 

* Are your minds set upon righteousness, O ye congregation: and do ye judge 
the things that are right, O ye sons of men ?.' 
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CHAP, with sorrow and disdain ; but the party of the magistrates 
publicly and loudly exulted in this happy deliverance from the 
trammels of a superintending authority. 

To have entered thus minutely into the origin, progress, 
and fatal termination of the above disturbances^ will scarcely 
be deeiBed superfluous, if we reflect that from these beginnings 
arose all the troubles that have distracted this unhappy city 
for near a century, and impelled it, at length, to its utter ruin. 
From this circumstantial detail we learn to appreciate the per- 
nicious effects of the restless disposition of the people, which 
repeatedly called forth coercive, and no doubt often unjustifi- 
able measures, on the part of the magistrates; thus by a 
circular operation of reciprocal causes, producing evils which 
a few wise and moderate citizens deeply lamented, but could 
not remedy. From a near contemplation of these troubles^ 
and an investigation of the stimulating causes that excited 
them, we may in a great measure prognosticate the subsequent 
struggles which could not but be produced by such jarring 
elements : and the writer may hence proceed in his narrative, 
without dwelling on the nicer shades, which distinguish the 
characters of the future agents, and the temper of the times. ^ 



^ An intdUgent and candid obsetrer, who is thoroughly acquainted with the late 
xerolutions of Genera, and who has bestowed a perusal upon these pages before they 
went to press, has favoured the author with the following remarks, which » as they 
place the motives that excited these troubles in a somewhat different light, will, it is 
hoped, n6t be unacceptable to the readers, whose main object is to arrive at trutiu 

* The statement here given,' he says» * is manifestly drawn from the writers of the 

* popular party. The government of Geneva was no doubt in many instances excep- 

* tionable in point of conduct, nor were its sentences always strictly equitable ; but the 
' culprits^ on the other hand, were &r from being so innocent as has been represented. 

* The project of periodical assemblies, and of referring all the acts of the executive 
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The magistrates of Geneva having now, though not alto- chap. 
gether broken^ yet considerably loosened the bonds that re- ' 



strained their power, boldly attempted a measure, which, if *• ^^^^^." 
carried, they hoped would at once establish their authority on 173^ 
a solid and permanent foundation. Two years after its last i7»4- 
triumph, the senate, prompted by the persuasions of the young 
oflScers who periodically returned from France, where Vauban, 
and other eminent engineers, had brought the science of for- 
tification into the greatest repute, determined to make consi- 
derable additions to the works round the city ; and in order 
to raise the fund necessary for that purpose, resolved to im- 
pose a tax on the citizens, which was annually to yield the sum 
of ten thousand crowns ; and moreover, to borrow from them 
two hundred and seventy thousand crowns, for which they 
offered to pay an interest of three per cent. The attempt was 
premature : the citizens took the alarm ; many expatiated 



« body to the perpetual revision of the general assembly, was a fundamental innovation, 

* foreign to our laws and to our established usages. Its tendency was wholly to subvert 

* the mixed form of our government^ and to convert it into a pure democracy. The 

< general assembly would thereby soon have been degraded into an ordinaiy council 

* of administration : anarchical innovations would have succeeded each other in a 

* rapid progression : and hence the promoters of this plan can only be considered as 

* factious. disturbers of an established government. They bequeathed their disorgan- 
' izing ideas to all the demagogues who took the lead in the subsequent troubles. 
« Micheli du Crest (the philosopher) seized on them with eagerness ; and he, with 

< numbers of other popular leaders, have ever since incessantly laboured to establish 
' these general assemblies of revision, of censure, of legislation, of motions ; the intro* 

< duction of which had been first suggested by Fatio and his colleagues ; and of which 
' the popular party never lost sight during eighty years of incessant commotions, in 
' which the senate, awed by the audacity of the innovators, threw itself into the oppo- 
' site extreme, and attempted to counteract their efforts by an extension of its own 
' prerogatives.' 
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CHAP, against the encroachment upon the privilege of the general and 
9ss=s=sm sovereign assembly, which, they said, in constitutingsubordinate 



authorities, had never divested itself of the right of taxation. 
After these murmurs had lasted some years, two anonymous 

1718. letters appeared, in which the magistrates were publicly 
charged with flagrant designs of undermining the constitu* 
tion. These were immediately declared seditious ; and their 
distribution was strictly prohibited. 
• MicheUdu One of the principal abettors of these new troubles was 
Micheli du Crest ; a man descended from a noble Genevese 
family, who, after the death of his father, had been involved 
in a vexatious law-suit concerning his inheritance, in which he 
was cast. Enraged at what he deemed an iniquitous sen- 
tence, he, without complying with the decree of the tribunal, 
repaired to his company in the French service ; and thence, 

1719- in the course of the next year, sent in a writing to the mili- 
tary commission at Geneva, in which he severely censured the 
newly adopted plan of fortification. Notwithstanding this 
avowed opposition, he was in the same year elected into the 
great council. Here he reprobated that plan with uncommon 
asperity ; and soon after, once more forsook his native city. 

1748. In a paper he published at Strasburg, he criticised every part 
of the plan, which was now advancing in its execution ; and 
unequivocally taxed the inspector of the works with gross 
ignorance, and corrupt profusion. 

1729. On the sixth of January of the ensuing year, the senate 

ordered, ^ that du Crest should make a public recantation, and 
* deliver in all his seditious writings : ' but he, spurning the 
decree, published a vindication, which he dedicated to the 

1730- Duke du Maine. On the thirtieth of May, in the succeeding 
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year, he was expelled the great council, deprived of the free- chap. 

TV 

dom of the city, and condemned to forfeit the whole of his ' 

property. In the next month of October he became acquainted 
at Franckfort with two of his countrymen, named Lenieps 
and Joly, whom, both in conversation and writing, he excited 
against the magistracy : he persuaded them that the supreme 
power resided solely in the citizens ; that all sentences and 
decrees ought to be confirmed by them ; and maintained other 
similar opinions highly palatable to the lower classes of men. 
This correspondence was betrayed ; and on the succeeding - 1731. 
eighth of June, he was sentenced to perpetual imprisonment. 
This decree greatly added to his inveteracy. 

His party at Geneva became gradually so formidable, that 
in order to obviate greater disorders, the council found it 
necessary to commute the tax imposed for carrying on the 1734* 
fortifications into a voluntary contribution. Notwithstanding 
this mitigation, the citizens often met in consultation ; and 
eight hundred of them came to the attorney-general, with a 
petition, in which they remonstrated against all taxes hitherto 
levied ; animadverted upon certain decisions of the senate, 
which they deemed partial ; and prayed for an immediate con* 
vocation of the general assembly. The senate maintained, 
that according to the records, and especially a formal edict o{ 
the preceding century,* all contested points were left to the 
decision of the council. The citizens, far from acquiescing in 
this, became more clamorous, and threw out some menaces. 
The council assembled on the seventh of June : on the twenty- 
third the citizens delivered to the syndics and the attorney- 
general a declaration, in which they protested, that they by no 

• Of the year 1570. 

Uus 
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CHAP, means wished or demanded any change in the form of go- 
vernment, but that they merely desired some explanation 
concerning the taxes, and the fortifications. The council, 
without giving a decided answer, broke up much earlier than 
usual, for the summer vacation. 

Meanwhile a report being spread that troops were arriving 
from Berne to protect the magistracy, the citizens continued 
to hold frequent meetings, and shewed great signs of disaffec- 
tion. On the twenty-ninth of June they once more made a 
formal requisition for a general assembly. Two auditors were 
sent to divert them from their purpose ; but to no effect : 
they rioted all night throughout the city ; and seemed dis- 
posed to proceed to acts of violence. The syndics, and several 
of the counsellors, repaired to the town-house. Lest the 
citizens should seize on the cannon belonging to the city, the 
syndic Tretabley ordered two-and-twenty of them to be spiked 
with wooden pegs. The citizens, enraged at this mark of dis- 
trust, demanded, on the fourth of July, that the custody of 
the principal posts in the city should be committed to their 
care. This being granted, a few of the insurgents led out, and 
planted four pieces of ordnance, at the gate at which they had 
been informed a body of Swiss troops was to be admitted ; 
and the report of the approach of these auxiliaries having 
been industriously propagated, all the citizens armed, and took 
possession of all the city gates and out-posts. 

On the eighth of July, the council summoned a meeting of 
the citizens, and proposed the questions, whether the fortifica- 
tions should be continued ^ and, if approved, whether they 
would consent to some further imposts for that purpbse ? To 
the astonishment of many, who thought so rapid a return to 
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moderation an event rather to be wished than expected, both chap. 

IX 

points were unanimously agreed to ; whereupon, in order to ■ 
promote this manifestation of perfect concord, the council pro- 
claimed a general amnesty. 

Fresh deputies from Berne and Zuric, who had been invited 
by the magistrates, appeared on the eighteenth of July ; but 
were assured, both by the council and the citizens, that per- 
fect tranquillity had been restored, and that the custody of 
the city was again surrendered to the garrison. Some of the 
counsellors however, were still suspected of harbouring designs 
inimical to the liberties of the people ; nor could the citizens 
brook the reproach cast upon them by the spiking of the 
cannon. By this, and other unpppular acts, the syndic 
Trembley had rendered himself particularly obnoxious : some 
attempts were made on his person, and a number of citizens 
one evening prevented the keys of the city gates from being 
taken to his house. This, and oth^r untoward incidents, in- 
duced him to offer the resignation of his office of syndic of the 
guard, which however the senate refused to accept. 

Conceiving that all dangers were at an end, the deputies of 
the cantons now left the city. From this moment every ex- 
pedient was contrived for keeping Trembley (who had repaired 
to a country house) from returning into the town ; and ano- 
ther plot against the privileges of the people, was now laid to 
his chaise. The senate released the garrison from the oath 
they had taken to him ; and ordered them to swear obedience 
to the prime syndic. On the twenty-fourth of October, the 
citizens, after church service, assembled at the usual place of 
meeting ; and here assented to a paper to be delivered to the 
syndics, in which they demanded explicit answers to the three 
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CHAP, following points: i. The motive for barricading the upper 
^ ' part of the city, where the magistrates chiefly resided ; for 
which quantities of timber had already been collected ? 2. the 
real purpose of an order which Trembley had given to the 
garrison, and which appeared to strike at the security of the 
citizens, and the fundamental laws of the state ? and 3. the 
reason why great numbers of loaded muskets were kept in 
readiness at the arsenal, and other hostile preparations were 
carried on with uncommon activity ? The administration of 
the penal laws being committed to the senate, the citizens 
urged that body to take immediate cognizance of these delin- 
quencies, and to inflict condign punishment upon the perpe- 
trators. On the Friday following the senate declared, with 
only two dissentient voices, that Trembley's project had been 
planned with the knowledge and approbation of the govern- 
ment ; that by virtue of the amnesty of the sixth of August, 
no further investigation on the subject could now take place ; 
and that the charges therefore required no answers. This de- 
claration was soon after confirmed by the great council ; but 
this body was not equally unanimous as to the reply to be 
made to the citizens. The matter was referred to a committee 
consisting of five senators, eight counsellors, the senior pas- 
tors, and thirty-four deputies of the citizens. 

A report having been spread that fresh deputies were com- 
ing from the cantons, the citizens mounted cannons upon the 
ramparts, and assembled in companies. On the fifth of De- 
cember it was resolved in a secret committee of the citizens, 
that eleven of the senators should be deposed ; and on the 
same evening they declared this resolution to the thirty-four 
deputies, who after debating till past midnight, at last decided 
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by ballot^ that five of the senators, and the auditor de Carro, chap. 
should be dismissed ; and that the syndic Trerabley should ^^' 
be banished. On the sixth the citizens met in companies : . 
many opposed the resolutions of the preceding night, but they 
were laughed to scorn. The framers of them acknowledged 
that they were severe, but at the same time insisted that they 
were indispensably necessary. * Either/ said they, * we must 
* destroy others, or they will destroy us.' In this state of tu- 
mult and confusion, the majority jMToceeded towards the town- 
house. Many of the counsellors were in doubt what measures 
to pursue : they assembled, and the thirty-four delegates de- 
manded admission. The council being informed that the 
town-house was completely invested by the citizens, deputed 
the syndics to hold a conference with them. These having 
reported the demands of the citizens, Trembley, Chapeau- 
rouge, and Tronchin, three of the accused counsellors who 
were present at the meeting, declared that they were ready to 
sacrifice their offices to the public tranquillity ; while the 
friends and relations of those who were absent protested against 
all proceedings, until the parties had been heard in their own 
defence. The usual preparatory steps were taken towards a 
criminal process ; but meanwhile the citizens would suffer no 
one to depart, and about noon the whole city was in arms. 

The council now put three propositions successively to the 
vote* 1. That no positive answer be given to the citizens: 
^. that a general assembly be summoned for the following 
week : and 3. that the members accused, as well the three 
present, as those who were absent, should vacate their seats 
both in the senate and council. After much debate and al- 
tercation, the last measure was at length adopted at the re- 
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quest of the members under accusation ; and the council more- 
over declared that Trembley's plan of fortification had been 
irregularly introduced. The syndics reported this decree to 
the deputies of the citizens ; but these did by no means ex- 
press themselves fully satisfied, and still insisted that all the 
demands of the citizens should be complied with uncondition- 
ally. Flushed with success, they appeared again before the 
council^ on the twelfth of December, with additional articles, 
among which the following were the principal : i. That a 
general assembly be convened ; that all that had been decreed 
since the second of March, be there solemnly confirmed ; and 
that a general amnesty be thereupon declared : ». that dur- 
ing the holding of the general assembly, the custody of the 
principal church, and the great place, be committed to a com- 
pany of citizens : and 3. that the code of laws, which had 
been long demanded, be forthwith published. These articles 
were a few days after accepted without hesitation, at a council, 
which indeed was not attended by half its members. On the 
twentieth, the general assembly confirmed all the regulations 
hitherto made : and the citizens surrendered the different 
posts to the garrison : reserving the right to assemble in com- 
panies without the permission of the council, and to appoint 
committees whenever they should see fit. Although the 
deposed counsellors, and the exiled Trembley, still retained a 
number of adherents, as well in this as in the neighbouring 
governments, yet no effectual steps were taken in their be- 
half ; and the magistrates even found themselves compelled to 
censure, as highly reprehensible, a memorial which Trembley 
transmitted to them in justification of his conduct. 
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' Michel! du Crest, meanwhile, composed at Chene/ his pre- chap. 

sent place of refuge, several memorials, petitions, and remon- ^ 

strances, of which, in the following year, many hundreds of l^^J^l^^ ^^^l 

copies were distributed at Geneva. These various seeds of n^natcd in 

1738. 
discord generated three different parties, among which that 1735. 

of the council gradually obtained the superiority ; and, on 
the eighth of December, du Crest was declared an enemy to 
the state. His principal remonstrance, which he entitled Pla-- 
cet de recaurs^ was burnt by the public executioner ; and his 
effigy was affixed to the gallows. This order, which it was 
asserted ought to have been submitted to the ultimate deci« 
sion of the citizens, increased the public clamours ; and du 
Crest, availing himself of the distraction that prevailed in the 
city, offered to appear in person before the general assembly 
in his own vindication ; but the senate frustrated his design, 
and he once more withdrew to Paris. Three young citizens, 173^. 
who had engaged to introduce him into the city, were appre- 
hended. One of them, not being able to find an advocate 
among the citizens, had recourse to a stranger. This being 
forbidden by the senate, the citizens raised a general outcry, 
alleging that this prohibition was a manifest violation of one 
of the fundamental laws of the republic. They debated the 
point in one of their assemblies : the syndics offered to dis- 
solve the assembly ; but to this attempt all the citizens, how- 
ever divided in other respects, opposed their united efforts. In 
order to prevent greater disturbances, the three youths freely 
waved the privilege acknowledged by the law ; and the greatest 
lenity was hereupon shewn them in the sentences that were 
pronounced against them. 

• A village on the confines^of Savoy. 
VOL. II. X X 
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^^^P. This indulgaioe irritated the friends of the expelled coon- 



fldlors, at the hdid of whom was the Count de Montreal, a 
rich aCKl enterprising citizen, and onoe a great favourer erf 
the popular party, one of his dependents having been con- 
victed of giving pecuniary rewardts to the citizens for thdr 
political signatures. The British resident, Count de Marsay^ 
likewise took the part of the deposed counsellors^ and used 
all means to gain over the cantons* The party of the coun- 
cil^ or as it was now called of the tamponneurSy'' daily gained 
ground. The minds of men were so irritated that the least 
private dispute, the instant soldiers interfered, became an ob- 
ject of public contention. Montreal took possession of the 
arsenal ; and the citizens, on the other hand, once more in- 
vested the town-house. The syndics endeavoured to moderate 
their fury, but could not prevent some effiision of blood. The 
tamponneurs had the garrison on their side. The popular 
party, who had not yet forgotten the executions of Fatio and 
le Maitre, and the frequent attempts their rulers had.made upcm 
the rights they esteemed sacred, broke out into open violence so 
1^37. eariy as the third year after their late unavailing triumph. Its 
leaders, on the twenty-first of August, having taken umbrage at 
a sentence the magistrates had pronounced against one of their 
number, which they deemed injurious, once more called the 
citizens to arms in defence, as they alleged, of op^H'essed in* 
nocence. The friends of the magistrates armed likewise, and 
encounters took place in which some lives were lost. The ci- 
tizens once more took possession of the gates and guard-houses, 
and seized the person of the first syndic. The French resi- 
dent, de la Closure, interfered, and brought about a temporary 

*^ Cainnon Spikers. 
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amnesty, during which the chief of the tamponneurs^ and chap. 
many of the peaceful inhabitants, withdrew out of the city, ,, 

together with their families. No hopes of accommodation, it 
was now manifest, could be entertained, but through the in- 
terference of the mediating powers : and accordingly the de- 
puties of Berne and Zuric soon after appeared ; and letters 
came from France, severely censuring the conduct of the ci- 
tizens, and at the same time offering its friendly offices to- 
wards a compromise. Circumstanced as they were, the citi- 
zens placed little confidence in the plausible professions of the 
guarantees : they insisted that they were competent to restore 
tranquillity without the interference of other powers, and ur- 
gently demanded a convocation of the general assembly. Al- 
though this was for some time strenuously opposed by the 
mediators, it was yet at length conceded ; and the assembly met 
on the twenty-sixth of September, where, with a fickleness of 
which few examples can be cited, a great majority voted in 
favour of the mediation. 

Fortunately for Geneva, the Cardinal de Fleury had the 
welfare of the republic sincerely at heart. He named the 
Count de Lautrec to conduct the negotiation, and instructed 
him to use his best endeavours, to put a final stop to the un- 
happy dissensions which had so long preyed upon its vitals. 
The citizens chose thirty-four delegates to confer with him 
on the subject ; and to these were joined the deputies of the 
allied cantons. After a careful inspection of all the documents 
that were exhibited by both parties, and much debate and ad- 
monition, an agreement was at length framed, which was for- 
mally accepted and ratified on the eighth day of May, and was V3^ 
considered as the future basis of the Genevan constitution. Its 

XX2 
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CHAP, chief object was to define accurately the powers vested in the 
i,^. ■ senate and council, and those reserved to the general assem- 

bly, which latter, in fact, extended to all acts of the sovereign 
authority. The article which met with most opposition on 
the part of the citizens, was the reinstatement of the magis- 
trates who had been deposed on the former pacification ; but 
the difficulty soon vanished before the powerful interposition 
of the mediators. In addition to various regulations, most of 
which had been before extant, it was enacted that this agree- 
ment should be liable to no alteration without the consent of 
the general assembly, duly convened by the senate and coun- 
cil ; and what is of far greater consequence, that no one 
should dare to take up arms without the consent and express 
order of the magistracy. To the forty-four articles of 
which this memorable edict consisted, was added the decla- 
ration of the guarantee of the mediating powers ; a fatal blow 
no doubt to the independence of the republic, since it autho- 
rized at all times the interference of preponderating neigh- 
bours. 

Du Crest had used all his endeavours at Paris to be com- 
prized in the amnesty granted on this occasion ; but as he 
could not be brought to acknowledge any delinquency, but 
peremptorily insisted on the justice that was due to him, no 
attention was paid to his importunities. It became now im- 
possible for him to control his restless temper : he came into 
Swisserland ; but both Zuric and Berne refused to admit him. 
1744. At the request of the government of Geneva, he was at length 
confined in the hospital of Berne. Although he was here de- 
\ prived of writing materials, he nevertheless found means to 

cause a petition to be laid before the senate of Berne, and ob- 
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tained a mitigation of his confinement. With water and the chap. 
snufFof a candle he prepared ink ; his pen was an iron pin he ssssssssssss 
h&d loosened from the bars in the window. Being suffered to 
receive visitors, he involved hims6lf in the conspiracy which "Tip- 
soon after broke out against the government of Berne. He 
was hereupon removed to the castle of Arburg, where he lived 
to a very advanced age. He beguiled the tediousness of his 
confinement by the study of natural philosophy and geometry. 
His thermometers have been long used. Besides many poli- 
tical writings, he published also a treatise on the barometer 
and thermometer, physical researches, a tract on the deluge, 
and various other opuscula. 

Although the conspiracy that broke out about this time at 4- Hcnzrt 
Berne does not precisely come within thegeneral denomination at Bcmc 
assigned to this section, yet as it was in some measure fo* 
mented by one of the ringleaders of the troubles of Geneva, 
and was probably an emanation of the restless spirit that had 
for some time agitated that distracted city ; and as the rest of 
Swisserland, in its state of profound tranquillity, offers, within 
this period, no other incident worthy of the notice of the histo- 
rian ; it will perhaps not be deemed altogether foreign to the 
subject of the present chapter, to enter into a succinct narra- 
tive of the origin and termination of that bold attempt on the 
peaceful government of a prosperous and flourishing state. 

Berne being at peace with all its neighbours, afforded scarcely 
any opportunities of exertion to the aspiring and turbulent spi- 
rits within its bosom, who in every state are ever ready to avail 
themselves of the most trivial incidents in order to create dis- 
turbances. The government made a strict and salutary law (1744) 
to prevent the seats in the council being disposed of for pe- 
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CHAP, cuniaty considerations. A libel appeared against one of the 
counsellors, who had strenuously opposed this edict, which 
the magistrates ordered to be burnt by the common hangman: 
but regardless of this public censure, another lampoon, of a 
much more sarcastic nature, was in the succeeding night 
stuck up against the town-house. Meanwhile the time ap- 
proached for filling up the vacant seats- in the council ; but on 
account of the variety of opinions that prevailed, the solemnity 
wa& postponed to another year. Some of the burghers delivered 
to the council a petition, in which they demanded the right of 
representation, and various reforms in the mode of electing into 
the council. This petition had already been signed by four 
and twenty citizens, when the senate was apprized of it, and 
' immediately reported it to the council. The subscribers were 
all seized i aome were banished out of the territories of the 
confederacy for ten years, some out 6f the canton of Berne 
f(Wr five years, and others were sentenced to a confinement of 
six months in their own houses. Among the former were 
Sinner, Wyss, and Koenig ; and among the latter Henzi and 
Samuel Koenig the younger, two men of superior talents^ 
but not equally moderate in their projects. Henzi had com- 
manded a company in the Duke of Modena's service, which 
had been reduced ; and he was now engaged in the banking 
trade. Amid the dust of his counting-house he read the 
Qt^eek and Roman classics ; and it was he who familiarized the 
younger Koenig with the genius of Homer. The latter found 
relaxation in the beauties of poetry from the intense study of 
algebra. He published several tracts, both in verse and prose, 
some of which gave much offence. The political soon fol- 
lowed upon the literary delinquency ; and notwithstanding the 
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mterposition of several powerful protectors in the council, he chap, 
and his brother Daniel, likewise an able mathematician, were . „ 
driven into exile. Daniel died soon after, and Samuel became 
a professor in the university of Franeker. Captain Hienzi 
passed the five years of his banishment at Neuchattel : he wrote 
rhimes, odes, epigrams, Misodemus, and the Missagerie du 
Pinde. After his return to his native city, his enthusiasm 
urged him irresistibly to share in a conspiracy, the object of 
which was, to revive the ancient municipal immunities ;to re- 
move the magistracy, and to Appoint a new one in a general 
assembly of the burghers ; to dismiss the seizeniers, and to 
elect for the future the magistrates in the tribes, in the same 
manner as was practised at Zuric and Basle ; and lastly to 
appoint a dictator for the execution of this pix^ect. The* 
conspirators agreed moreover to seize the arsenaL; to carry 
about them secret weapons ; to put to death all. those who 
should refuse to join in the attempt ; in case of any troops 
approaching to protect the magistrates, to blow up their 
houses ; and that this project should be carried into execution 
on the next thirteenth day of July. 

The plot, long before it was ripe, was betrayed to the go- 
vernment by an ecclesiastic. Henzi, who, being less sanguine 
than the rest, and doubting the success of the enterprize, had 
absented himself from the city, was overtaken, brought back, 
and committed to close confinement : many of the principal 
conspirators were likewise seized ; a few escaped ; and only 
one of them, Emanuel Feuter, oiFered resistance. An advo- 
cate was, according to the estaUlshed aistom, appointed to 
defend their cause. Watteville de Landshut pleaded in fa- 
vour of Henzi and two others. His extenuation of the of- 
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CHAP, fence, his manner of accounting for the rashness of the cul- 
iii I , I prits, his appeal to the commiseration of the judges, and fer- 

vent prayer for a mitigation of the punishment, or at least to 
moderate the tortures of the rack, exhibited a piece of ener- 
getic eloquence, on which authors, seemingly with great jus- 
tice, have bestowed the highest encomiums. — * Surely,' he con- 
cluded his pathetic pleading, * the speedy, sincere and volun- 

* tary confession of the prisoners, must excite your compas- 
' sion. Justice, no doubt, demands their punishment ; but 

* your charity will exempt them from excruciating torments : 
^ all the world will applaud such lenity ; and they will them- 

* selves with their last breath extol your generous forbearance. 
^ A great part of the chastisement they already experience, is 

* their bitter contrition for having offended so humane a raa- 

* gistracy. At this moment they are prostrate on the ground, 

* and cry aloud, **0 God forgive us!" They implore your 

* compassion, not for their lives, but for an easy death. They 

* recommend to you their wretched wives and helpless in- 

* fants ; these are guiltless : be you the parent of the widow 

* and the orphan, as you are the fathers of the people. These 
' disconsolate families crave that they may be allowed to be- 

•/. stow christian burial on the remains of their unhappy rela- 

* tSVes. May the Almighty bless your administration ! may 

* it ever be buried in oblivion, that within these walls citizens 
' rebelled against their parental government ! — Display your 
^magnanimity, my lords, by an act of clemency. Mercy on 
' the guilty criminals Lm^rcy on their innocent relicts and 

* prc^eny ! once more and for the last time, mercy ! oh, 

* mercy !' 

On the sixteenth of July, sent^oe of death was passed on 
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the three heads of the cdnspiracy." Henzi met His fate with chap. 
uncommon fortitude. Six accomplices were soon after ba- 
nished out of the territories of the confederacy t three who 
had fled were ordered, in case they returned, to*be executed ; 
and meanwhile their effigies were affixed to' the gallows! 
The widow of Henzi, with her two sons, embarWed on the 
rivier : on stepping out of the boat at the ^onfin^ of the Hel- 
vetic territories, she said to those around her, * here are my 

* two sons, on whom I dote : were I not certain that they 

* will one day revenge the death of their father, I would drown 
^ them this instant in the river.' One of these sons obtained, 
by means of professor Koenig, the friend of his father, a com- 
mission in the Dutch guards : the manner in which he ex- 
ecuted the vengeance enjoined him by his mother, was by 
continually aiding his countrymen, who stood in need of his 
assistance. Some years after the conspiracy, many of the exiles 
obtained their unconditional pardon. '* 

" Meiners. t. i. p. 332, names the three convicts who suffered, Henzi, Emanuel 
Fueter, and Wemier ; but the principal conspirators, he asserts, were Kuhn, a tanner^ 
Pan. Fueter, a silversmith, and Gabriel Fueter, a merchant. The last he sajrs, was 
the chief conductor of the plot. The same author laments the fate of Henzi, whom 
Ihe represents as a man of abilities and character, but who had taken offence at being 
refused the office of librarian to the republic. D.and G. Fueter he adds were af^er some 
years exile, pardoned ; and when he wrote his account, were living peaceably at Berne. 

'* The candid observer above quoted, (p. 328. n. 7) in whom the writer of this nar- 
rative is inclined to place much confidence, has been pleased to add the following cir* 
cumstances to those contained in the text. ' Meiners has omitted to mention the well 
^« attested fact, that the peasants of the neighbourhood cSf Berne, as soon as they heard 

* of the conspiracy, came in crowds, and armed, to the gates of the city, in support cjf 

* the government : that it was with much difficulty the magistrates succeeded to ap- 
< pease them ; and that they did not disperse^ till they were promised that speedy and 
' exemplary punishment should be inflicted on the delinquents. Among Fueter'iS 
« papers was found a list of the members of the government who werie to be assassinated. 

VOL. H. Y y 
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CHAP. The practice of assembling the cjtiaens of Geneva accofdiii^ 
^a^sss ^^ ^^^^^ military distribution into companies^ and of these 
5j^^^5 companies chusing delegates for conducting their joint con*' 
appeased in cems, had duHng the late troubles become prevalent ; and 
had now given to the popular party much consistency and in* 
fluence. Hence the danger of maidtaining within the republic 
an armed and ever active democracy^ which would inevitably 
break out in incessant commotions, having become eqoa^ 
obvious and alarming, a clause was inserted in the last 
edicts which strictly prohibited such dangerous assemblies. 
Soon after however, the necessity of communication, and of 
friendly intercourse^ introduced the establishment of cfaiba, 
in which political discussions became still more frequent ; and 
by an easy correspondence between them, facilitated the 
propagation of democratic principles* This gave still greater 
energy to the spirit of liberty, or as the magistrates periiaps 
more properly called it, of insubordination ; which had it be-9 
come necessary to curb it, would evidently have yielded to 
nothing short of arbitrary and irresistible authority. 

The invidiousness of being the firrt aggrrasors, had for a 
time repressed the ardour of the most violent agitators, who 
now again strove to inflame the minds of the people. The 
Spanish troops moreover, which had now taken possession of 
Savoy, engrossed for a while the attention of the Geneveso, 
and turned away their minds from their own political con • 
cerns* Soon after, the city had tlie satisfaction of seeing all 
its former contests with the house of Savoy completely termi« 

• Henzi was an cnthtwiaBt, whose extravagance bordered upon madness. Du Crest 

• perhaps had not so great a share in the plot as has been represented : he may have 

• instigated a few ; but his means were greatly circumscribed/ 
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sated by a treaty, which accurately determined the bounda- chap. 
lies, and in which the court of Turin solemnly renounced all ' 

f claim to the Vidamy, and acknowledged i^eneva as a free, 
sovereign, and ind^q9)endent republic. A treaty of demarcation 
was likewise concluded with France : the state was liquidating 
and paying ofFtbe moderate debts it had contracted ; and all 
things seemed at this period t o co-(^)erate towards its pros- 
perity« Hopes were entertained that the two last edicts had 
finally settled the constitution on so solid a basii^, as^ to preclude 
^ftiture doubts and contentionr: but the increase of wealth, 
which successful industry had gradually accumulated among 
tlie inhabitants, necessarily gave a bias to their morals, and 
kept alive a spirit of competition, which could not suffer this 
republic to enjoy many yearrof tranquillity. 
' The demagogues soon had an^ opportunity offered them, of 
arraigning the conduct of the magistrates, in consequence of 
a sentence issued by the council against two works of J. J. i;^** 
Rousseau ; his Emile, in which passages were found derogatory 
to the christian religion ; and his Contrat Social, in which the 
most unlimited democracy meets with a warm encomium. The 
council at the same time determined that if Rousseau, who had 
then fled from Parison account of these very publications, should 
come to Geneva, his person should be seized, and brought be*^ 
fore the magistrates to be dealt with as should to them seem 
proper. Rousseau being apprized of this decree, retired into the . \ 

mountains of Neuchattel, whence he OH'responded with his 
friends at Geneva, who presented a memorial in his favour, 
complaining, not so much of the censure upon the two. works, 
which had been condemned in France, all over Swisserland, 
and in several other countries, as of the informality of the 

Yya 
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CHAP, decree. The answer of the magistrates not being satifactory^ 



the number of the discontented increased^ and they made freah. 
remonstrances. A profusion of statements, an$ W^rs, rejoinders, 
and other publications, $oon converted this privftte dispute into 
a public contest ; the popular party it)sij»ting that the case ought 
to be referred to the general assemMy* This led to a discUs* 
slon of the important question^ whether the senate or council 
had the right of withholding from the general assembly, by a 
simple negative^ a;ay proposal w remonstrance of which the 
citizens might demand the disoussjon. The debates were end-, 
less : and many powerful arguments were adduced in favour of 
both sid€^ of the question.. It may be conceived how.^mest 
e«K^ di$|Witant was in support of his opinion, since this dis- 
cussion gave rise to two virulent parties, which, completely, 
waving the original subject of the contest, for .many years after 
divided the city, under the name of the negatifs, being the 
nAgistrates and their partizans, who maintained a right in the 
senate and council pf suppressing the repres^tations of the 
citizens, instead of laying them before the general assembly; 
and of the representans, or the popular party, which strenuously 
extended against this right. 

: It seemed now, as if those two factions had resolved to weary 
each other with remonstrances and refusals. Among the multi* 
tude of fugitive piece?, appeared the * Letters from the Country,' 
1765. ascribed to the attorney-general Tronchin, which were im- 
mediately answered by the * Letters from the Mountain," in 
which Rousseau combated with great vehemence, andiiis usual 
glow of eloquence, the arguments in favour of the negative 
right, and inflamed the minds of his abettors with indigna- 
tion and resentment. Thus exasperated, the greater number 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. 349 

resolved tso reject the candidates oflfered for the syndicature of chap. 
the ensuing year. No election being made, the former syndics _-_j«l_ 
were by the senate continued in office. This became a new, 
and an important object of contention. The interference of 
the mediators Avas again demanded by the magistrates, and 
their plenipotentiaries arrive without delay. The citizens 
were called upon to elect in their clubs, four and twenty de- 
puties, to assist at the deliberations, and urge their claims. 
While the conferences were carrying on, the magistrates 
obtained from the mediators a declaration approving their 
conduct in the late contest. The citizens took ofience at this 
premature decision. A plan of a reconciliation was presented to 
the general assembly on the fifteenth of December ; but the 1766. 
citizensthought themselves too disdainfully treated to acquiesce 
in what was demanded of them. The plan was rejected by a 
great majority of votes. 

The mediating powers immediately recalled their deputies. 
The French court, pretending to be highly offended at the ob- 
stinancy of the rep»sentants,. sent troops to form a cordon on 
the frontiers, and prohibited all intercourse with the Genevese 
df .the popular party : and even the communication with the 
cantons, was restricted by the formality of passports. The 
plenipotentiaries having been ordered to re-assemble at So- 
leure, declared that the magistrates of Geneva were under 
the immediate protectbn of their respective sovereigns, and 
digested a plan of accommodation, which they proposed to 
the magistrates and the citizens." It was received with cool 

■' This plan, under the name of the prononce, became the subject of much investi- 
gation and debate. It appears to have been, not a new ftoject, but an explanatory 
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CHAP, indiiference : the representants convinced that the mediating 
, powers would content themselves with a mere display of ap^ 



parent censure and empty menaces, became the mote united 
and firmly tenacious of the principles they had adopted ; and 
actually terrified the senate with threats of a most alarming 
nature. They seemed to have fdt what Rousseau afterwards 
expressed to one of their leaders, ^ tlmt those who know how 
to die, will ever be free V Without pretending to decide be- 
tween the two contending parties, it nmst be acknowlec^ed 
that on this occasion, harassed at home, and surrauncted by 
dangers from abroad, the citizens displayed a ficmnos worthy 
of a high-minded and generous people. The prospect of im- 
pending calamities of a most disastrons nanne, induced the 
aristocratic party to yield ; and without the tat»ference of the 
guarantees, a pacification was agreed upon, which proved 
highly satisfactory to the citizens, as it placed the magistrates 
entirely in their dependance« This important act of reconci- 
liation was accepted and confirmed in the general assembly 
^ ^g on the eleventh of March, and forms another memorable epoch 
in the history of this convulsive state. By this agreement the 
general assembly, waving the absolute power they had claimed 
of refusing to elect into the magistracy whenever they thought 
themselves aggrieved, obtained the right of naming one half 
of the members of the great council, and of displacing annu- 
ally when they saw cause, four members of the senate, who 
after a second exclusion were no Icuager eligible into that body. 
This latter privilege was named the right of re^electitmp and 

r 

dcdsion of the poiDts in contest, fraoied by virtue of the act of guaranty aniM;pced to 
the paclficatioo of the yotc 17^. 
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mppeeatB to have been retained by the citbeu^ to counterbalanoe chap« 



iX- 



the negative power in the magistrates, whereby they might 
refuse to deliberate on, or propose any question brought be- 
bm them, whidi they might deem of a pernicious tendency ; 
which powsr Imd not been restricted in the edict. Many sena«* 
tors as well as couriselionk, conceiving the new regulations to be 
highly pnsjttdicial to the welfare of the republic, being extorted 
by tumii^ 8nd violence, and likely to introduce all the evils, 
of an imltfnhed democracy, abdicated their offices ; and even 
n»ny of the more respectable citizens, viewing the edict in the 
same light, ceased to frequent the general assemblies* 

The popular party had scarcely obtained this victory when a 5. insurrec- 
new storm burst forth, arising from the discontents of a class Natives il 
of the people, which till then, had been allowed no share in ^^^^' 
the aiiain of government. The natives, who though esta- 
blished in the city for many generations, were still, as long as 
they continued in that class, debarred from all puUic functions 
in the state,^ and had at this time become nearly as numerous 
as the citizens and burghers, did not hear the incessant din of 
• political equality,' and * the rights of the people,' continually 
Mpeated, and enforced by the specious arguments and im- 
pressive/ e^uence of Voltaire, Rousseau, and their numerous 
disciples, without perceiving that they also might claim sc^ne 
i^are in these rights, and this equality ; and that at least they 
ought to be freed from some of the humiliating shackles that 
restrained their industry, and degraded theirconditbn. During 
the struggles between the magistrates and the citizens, each 

■♦ They were however fir from being whoUy excluded, the admission into the bur. 
gership haidng been conceded to them, under certain easy conditions^ by the popular 
edict of the year 1768. 
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6. Troubles 
appeased in 
1782. 



party had alternately countenanced the pretensicms of this class 
of inmates, to prevent their siding with the oi^x)site faction : but 
these no sooner perceived that in the late edict of reconciiiation^ 
framed by the chiefs of the popular party, no r^ard whatever 
had been paid to their demands, than their murmurs became 
loud ; and they shewed a determined resolution to shake oflp 
their disgraceful trammels. Without any fixed j^n, without 
leaders, and without support, they imprudently imitated the 
example of the citizens, not doubting but tkat thiese^ consist*- 
ently with their own principles, would espouse their cause. 
They did not scruple to brave the authority of the imigi^rates 
in a manner so nearrly bordering upon sedition, that coerdve 
measures were found indispensibly necessary. They incurred 
the suspicion of audacious enterprises to subvert the state, of 
which however none were ever convicted. This nevertheless 
aflbrded to the citizens a fair pretence to arm. An encounter 
took place on the fifteenth of February, in which the magis* 
trates, and the citizens who had sided with tliem, prevailed, and 
some of the natives perished. Eight of the latter, who were 
suspected of being the chief instigators, were banished ; and 
several others withdrew of their own accord. The general 
assembly had proceeded against the exiles without any form of 
trial : but their illegal severity was compensated by a liberal 
edict, in which the natives obtained various immunities, which 
materially improved their political existence. 

In the last conciliatory edict," the publication of a code of 
the existing laws had been once more demanded, and formally 
conceded ; but the two contending parties, (which though 
ostensibly reconciled, still preserved their inveterate rancour) 

•5 Of the year 1768. 
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' found in this article new causes of strife and animosity. The qhap. 

negatives, bearing with impatience the law which had been ^x. 
dictated to them, and still more its effect in driving from the 
senate and council those whpm they deemed the most meri*- 
torious magistrates, thought they perceived in the importunity^ 
for a written digest, the compilation and due promulgation of 
which was attended with innumerable difficulties, a persever- 
ing design to lower the dignity and abridge the power of the 
magistracy. The council therefore, whwe the negatives had 
a decided majority, found means, by a procedure in which the 
citizens perceived a great deal of unfairness, to rescind this 
article of the edict ; or at least by the suppression of a com- 
mittee named jointly by the senate, council, and assembly, for 
the purpose of selecting and arranging this code, to render 
that clause ineffectual, and the steps taken in consequence of 
it wholly nugatory.** 

The clamours excited by this measure, which, if not uncon- 
stitutional, was at least highly impolitic, soon became too loud 
and prevalent to admit of a hope that they might be allayed 
without the interference of the guarantees : and the m^agis- 
trates accordingly called upon France, Zuric, and Berne, to 
defend the laws they had sanctioned in one of the former 
treaties." They likewise omitted no means to strengthen 
their cause by the accession of the natives, many of whom 
were already prejudiced against the citizens, by the resistance 

*• There are those who assert that the magistrates never refused the compilation and 
promulgation of the code ; but that they opposed the rcvisal and interpretation of it, 
which the popular party demanded. The committee> we are assured, wat not disscdvod 
Rafter it had completed the digest which was afterwards printed. 

'7 Of Ae year 1738. 
VOL, II. Z Z 
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CHAP, the latter had offered to the extension of privileges, to which 
. they thought themselves reasonably entitled. Others, at the 

same time, thought it more natural for them to unite with 
the representants, who, as advocates for an increase of civil 
liberty, could not in the end but be more inclined, and had 
actually promised, to favour their pretensions. Hence arose 
a division even among this class of the people, which was the 
source of still greater confusion and animosity. The minds 
of all ranks were now so exasperated against each other, that 
every cause of suspicion, every the most trifling incident of 
altercation, threatened an explosion, the event of which none 
1781. could predict or hope to remedy. On the fifth of February, a 
private quarrel between two opposite parties of natives brought 
on a general insurrection, which the syndics were endeavour- 
ing, and had nearly succeeded to suppress, when accidentally 
an encounter took place at the arsenal, whither a number 
of the negatives had resorted, in which one of the natives 
was killed, and another wounded. This the representants 
considered as the signal of general insurrection. They took 
up arms, and without meeting with any opposition, occupied 
the principal avenues of the city. They named a committee 
which, as a preliminary step towards strengthening their 
party, framed an edict, whereby various privileges were to 
be conferred on the natives and inhabitants, and not less than 
one hundred of the former were to be admitted into the class 
of burghers. This edict, which had been drawn up in four 
and twenty hours, amidst the din of arms, with the city gates 
shut, and with every circumstance of violence and sedition, 
was sanctioned by the three branches of the government ; 
though without the concurrence of the negatives, most of 
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\vhom had absented themselves from the meetings, being well chap. 

IX 

apprised that their dissent would be over-ruled by the preva- ii==ss^ 
lency of the popular party* This secession furnished soon 
after a pretence for annulling the edict ; and thus roused the 
citizens, and yet more the natives, to such a degree of fury 
and resentment, that no remedy but the armed interference of 
the mediating powers, it was now evident, could possibly pre- 
vent an abundant effusion of blood. 

Meanwhile the refined policy of the cabinet of Versailles, 
feeling that its joint guarantee with Berne and Zuric would 
ever operate as a check upon the vigorous measures they were 
inclined to pursue in support of the aristocratic party at Ge- 
neva, resolved to free themselves from those shackles; and 
accordingly M. de Vergennes in two letters, both of the 
twenty-fourth of September, the one to the cantons of Zuric 
and Berne, and the other to the senate of Geneva, declared 
that the king his master, renounced the guarantee ; adding 
however that in so doing he would not withhold his protection 
from the republic, but still reserve to himself the power of 
controuling the disturbers of the public tranquillity, and of 
maintaining the constitation/* The two cantons upon this 

*• The art with which M, de Vergennes* letter to the two cantons is written, will,, 
we trust, apologize for its insertion here, as a diplomatic curiosity. 
' I have laid before the king your letter of the 20th ult. By persevering in your 

* refiisal to adopt the only means which his majesty thought adequate to prepare the 

* pacification of Geneva, you have rendered it necessary for him to examine anew all 
< that he had done, without effect^ towards establishing with you a concert of opinions 
« and measures, that might put a stop to the troubles of that city. 

* ' His majesty has been struck with your constant opposition to his views ; and has 

* persuaded himself, that this contrariety of sentiments among the guarantees hi& 
^ greatly contributed to increase the troubles of Geneva. 

Zz a 
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likewise withdrew their guarantee ; and many of the repre- 
sentants vainly imagined that their cause would be materially 
benefited by this dereliction, conscious that, if left to them- 



« The last letter you addressed to me^ published with an affectatioa of <:aiidour ia 
that city, tuu confirmed the king in his opinion. It has presented to him a series of 
paradoxes, clashing entirely with the established ideas concerning the duties implied 
by tbe Jdediationy and wfaidh only tend to place in a lake figfat tbe whole conduct of 
H. M. concerning Geneva, and a <itscusti(ni of facts wkich acrer existed. It kts 
proved to H. M. that you were less than ever disposed to appreciate all that he has 
done and proposed to do in favour of Geneva, and of yourselves. , 

« The king is not disposed to enquire into the causes which have induced you to 
misinterpret the principles which have guided bina, and the drcamspectioA with 
which he has constantly conducted himself in this affair. He sees cause to appie- 
hend that the prejudices and passions which agitate Geneva, have penetrated into 
your councils ; and his friendship for you induces him to withhold all that may tend 
to tfMngtheti tbem. H « M. convinced that it is henceforth impossible that his 
union with you should afford any ^KiHty towaids pMifying Geneva, has ordered me 
to declare to you, that he considers himself as released from ali the engageinents he 
entered into with you in the year 1738, for the guaranty of the government of that 
city ; and that he will never more claim your concurrence towards the execution of 
that treaty* ffe notifies this nSBokitioti to the rq^u^lic. This new order of things 
will thus ieave you fuHy alt liberty lo adopt whaiever means you wns^y ^ink condu- 
cive towards terminating the troubles of Geneva. H. M. by conmiitting to your 
wisdom so impoitant a concern, feels conscious that he adds to the many proofs he 
has givisn yoo ^ his cotiMence and regard. But ytm -are no doubt aware that the 
king has always been solicitous not to suffer the government of Geneva to degenerate 
into a tumultuous democracy ; and you are too enlightened not to perceive that, 
should you countenance such a revolution, you will compel H.M. to oppose the 
oppression of a party that demands the support of the ancient government, and 
that ought to have relied upon the concurrence of the three guarantees for its 
maintenance. 

* freed from an engagement, of which experience has twice proved the inefficacy, 
H. M. resumes tlie right he has of watching over the fate of Geneva, according as 
his prudence, his dignity, and the interest of his crown may require. His earnest 
wishes are, that you may succeed in quieting that republic in a manner ^liat he may 
never have occasion to advert to its concerns, except when opportunities may offer 
of giving it proofs of his friendship and protection. I am. Sec. 
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selves, the superiority of their numbers could not fail to insure chap. 

them success. ^mmmmaBm. 

In the night succeeding the eighteenth of March, some of ij^z* 
the populace assembled witiiout any known provocation, set 
fire to a wooden building, and in the confusion this gave rise 
to, called the citizens to arms. The natives hereupon, and the 
most violent among the representtints, instantly assembled in 
m tumultuous manner, seized and confined a few of the magis* 
trates and the principal negatives, and detained them as hos- 
tages against the coercive measures they expect^ at the hands 
of the neighbouring powers, who, notwithstanding the renun- 
ciation of the guarantee, they were sure would be called in by 
the aristocratic party, in support of their inflexible adherence 
to their austere principles. This was the crisis the French 
minister was expecting in order to interfere in the affiiirs 
of Geneva without aiiy restriction from co^mediators. He 
marched troops towards the city ; and prevailed upon Savoy, 
without any tie of alliance^ to do the same. Berne, aware 
of the impolicy and danger of suffering those two powers to 
give laws, and perhaps re<kioe a city which was ever consi- 
dered as a key to its territones, advanced likewise some forces 
(though reluctantly, and not till after various admonitions tp 
edjttst tAieir drffewnees without the interference of fopeign 
powers) to co-operate with the others in restoring, as was pre^ 
tended, tranquilHty in that distracted re|iubltc. Zuric, not 
l>eing «o Inwnediately concerned, prudently abstained from 
bearing a part in this invidious transaction. 

On the approach of theee troops, ali the Genevans of the 
popular party, whom xbeir leaders had xjospired with a danger- 
ous confidence in their tmrn etmngth, .and who wepe now 
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CHAP, joined by all the moderates who found themselves com- 
pelled to conform to the spirit of the times, shewed a firm 
resolution to defend their ramparts to the last extremity ; and 
if at length compelled to yield, to fall under the ruins of their 
demolished habitations. They named a committee of safety, 
consisting of eleven members, who were to direct their ope- 
rations : and displayed an appearance of serenity and fortitude 
which daunted the negatives, who still remained among them. 
Aided by their women and children, they laboured incessantly 
at their fortifications : a body of eighty of their Amazons is 
said to have put on uniforms, to have armed and demanded a 
post of danger : children tore up the pavements in the street^ 
and conveyed the stones to the tops of houses, in order to 
harass those who might attempt to force a passage into the 
town. They animated each other by exhortations, by writings^ 
and publications, among which, the Lettre ecrite des Ramparts 
de Geneve breathed a spirit of heroism, and patriotic devoted- 
ness, of which instances in history are by no means frequent/* 
Many no doubt thought that their valour, and the rectitude of 
their cause, would ultimately prevail : but the more moderate 
among them have since acknowledged, that so far from ex-f 
pecting to repel the united efforts of the three powers, each of 
which was more than competent to crush their diminutive 
state, all they hoped for was, that by a vigorous exertion of a 
few days, they might recommend themselves to honourable 
terms, and save themselves from the imputation of rash 
audacity. 

Things were in this state of frantic effervescence, when on a 

** This letter, it b said, was not published till after the surrender of the city : i£ 
so, it may well be considered, as a mere ostentatious vaunt* 
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sudden, at the moment when an answer was to be given to chap. 
the summons of the three hostile generals, the committee of 
safety, aware that if what they meant to propose were laid 
before the people at large, it would drive them into an excess 
of fury and resentment, demanded a deputation of one hun- 
dred, with whom they might confer on matters of more than 
ordinary importance. To this deputation, which met on the 
first of July, they most unexpectedly opened. the project of 
surrendering the city, alleging in long and studied speeches, 
that after all their efforts, their fortifications were by no means 
in a condition to repel a first attack, much less to endure a 
siege; and that the consequences of being reduced by an 
assault, were too tremendous to leave matters to the hazard of 
such an issue. On hearing the word surrender, a cry of horror 
and execration pervaded the whole assembly. Many of the 
deputies attempted to sally forth, in ord^ to apprise the people 
of this treacherous cowardice, but were prevented by some of 
the leaders, who bolted the doors. ^ Some abatement of the 
tumult soon after enabled the committee to put the question 
of the surrender to the vote, and a great majority decided 
against it. Many of the deputies upon this, secure in the 
event of the debate, withdrew ; and the committee, seeing the 
fervour of those who remained considerably abated, found a 
pretence for renewing the deliberation. After many pathetic 
Fepresentations of the miseries that would inevitably attend* 
their persisting in a fruitless resistance, and a plausible pro- 
ject of seeking freedom and tranquillity in distant countries, it 
was agreed at midnight, that the magistrates who had been 
detained as hostages should be released ; that the officers be 
recalled from their posts ; that the keys of the city be sent to 
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CHAP, the syndics ; and that those of the popular leaders, who knew 
■ ^^' themselves to be most obnoxious to the aristocratic party, 
should instantly provide for their own safety by flight. 

No words can describe the n^e and consternation that pre- 
vailed throughout the city when this ingbrious surrender was 
announced to the people. Multitudes resolved to abandon 
their devoted city. The lake and the roads were crowded 
with emigrant^. Most of the leaders who had deserted the 
cause, having embarked on the lake, were fired at by their ex- 
asperated countrymen. The gates were thrown open, and the 
Piedmontese under Count Marmora^ who first entered the city 
in the morning, found in it only a small number of sullen and 
dejected inhabitants. '* The two other commanders soon after 
made their entry, accompanied by most of the negatives who 
had taken refuge in their camps. The government was re- 
established : the edict of the representants, which conferred the 
bui^hership on above an hundred natives, was repealed: the 
citizens were disarmed : and in order to dispel the gloom this 
degrading humiliation must have diffiised among the people^ a 
theatre was established, and the return of peace was celebrated 
by a variety of entertainments, and all manner of festivity. 

An edict was now prepared for new modelling the consti- 
tution, which having been approved at Versaill^, Turin, and 
Berne, was proposed to tiie general assembly, from which the 
representants, who had taken up arms, and wlio still flEur ex- 
ceeded the number of their opponents, were excluded ; and 
it was there, on the twenty-first of November, adopted, not 
however without a consklerable minority against it. 

'* Meiners pretends to have ascertained the fact^ that the Berners were the first 
who entered the dty. 
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This new constitution annulled all the privileges the citi- ^?xf • 
zens had obtained by the preceding edicts.*" It restored the 
power of electing the magistrates^ lately assumed by the general 
assembly, to the senate and council The priyilege of remon* 
strating was taken from the people, and transferred to thirty- 
six adjuncts, chosen indeed from among the citizens, but so 
limited in their powers, as to be held up to the derision even of 
those in whose favour they were autliofia&edl^ to exert their 
influence." The circles or clubs were prohibited : the city 
militia was abolished, the guard of the city being committed 
.to a garrison of one thousand foreigners, commanded by a 
colonel and a major, both lilcewise foreigners ; and taxes were 
imposed without the approbation of the general assembty, 
Thia edict, though highly oonducive to strengthen the arista- 
OTBcy, did not however altogether gratify the party of the 
natives, who now incessantly f^t the inflhxence of the medi* 
ating powers, especially oi France ; firom which quarter thej 
have at length experienced their final annihilation. Ttie 
greatest blame however, in this unhappy disturbance, tt, by the 
most impartial writers, ascribed to the representants, who, not 
contented with the important privileges they had obtained by a 
former edict, ^ namely, the right of re-election, by which in time 
the whole senate must harve been of their nomination, and 
that of filling up one half of the vacancies in the council ; they, 
eager to grasp immediately at the power 6f which tiiey had a 
remote indeed, but certain prospect, precipitated measures, 
and hastened the destructkHi of the constitution th^ meant 
to perpetuate. 

•^ Particularly that of the year 1768. ** Their power of control was so 

insigmficann that they were in general called Us imagts. ** Of the year 1761. 
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CHAP, Although the aristocracy, after having obtained this signal 
2ss^^^ victory, conducted themselves with great moderation, and, by 
7. Revoiu- the strictest impartiality in the administration of justice, and 
the most cautious frugality in the |>ublic expenditure, by re- 
peated acts of beneficence, and singular condescension in 
their general deportment, displayed an earnest solicitude to 
conciliate the affections and confidence of the people, and to 
obliterate the remembrance of their late discomfiture : yet the 
manner in which the last edict had been obtruded upon the 
citizens; the introduction of a strong and well disciplined gar- 
rison, consisting of, and even commanded by, foreigners ; the 
extensive barracks, evidently calculated for coercion rather thaa 
security ; the manifest tendency of an established theatre ta 
divert the minds of the people from the contemplation of their 
degraded condition ; and perhaps above all, the consciousness 
of: their diminished independei\ce as a state;: all these were 
co-bperating and ever-galling motives of dissatisfaction and 
rancour^ which no argumenXs could invalidate, and no pallia- 
tives could soften. 

While Vergennes, the champdon of liberty in America, and 
its bitterest enemy at Geneva, survived, none dared publicly 
to avow these discontents,, being well aware that further 
struggles would infallibly terminate in still greater severity,, 
and. most {probably in the final subjugation of their degraded 
commonwealth: but no sooner had this crafty, and in the 
end, most impolitic minister, closed his pernicious career, and. 
Necker, th^ constant abettor of the popular party in his native 
city, been again admitted into the cabinet of Versailles, than 
the sanguine hopes of the demagogues once more revived ; 
while the confidence of the ruling party abated in proportion 
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as new storms were seen to threaten thehr pblitical horizon, chap. 
Things however hung yet awhile in an anxious suspence, and ss=sss. 



a precarious tranquillity might perhaps have been preserved 
some time longer, had not an incident, trivial in itsdf, and no 
wise affecting the small remnant of privilege still retained by 
the people, suddenly roused the turbulent passions, which led 
to another convulsion, and in its turn subverted the last re- 
pugnant and ephemeral constitution. . 

It is one of those just retributions, instances of which inces- 
santly occur in the progress of society, that the Very means 
which are devised for pernicious ends, ultimatdy produce 
effects which tend to defeat those very purposes. The theatre, 
which had been established with a view to enervate the minds 
of the people, becatne the scene of the first explosion which 
struck at the newly erected authority of the magistrates. A 
youth of one of the most considerable families became ena- 
moured of a young actress, whose beauty and talents had 
recommended her to the favour of the public ; and his relations, 
alarmed at the danger of such a connection, procured a pe- 
remptory order for her removal. On her last appearance, an 178s. 
uproar was raised in the theatre by some of the friends of her 
admirer^ which the magistrates found much difficulty in quel- 
ling; and which, though apparently subdued, broke out 
anew on the next and some succeeding nights, until, by what 
was deemed a despotic interference, three young men of dis- 
tinguished families, who had been chiefly concerned in raising 
the tumult, were apprehended and sentenced, two of them to 
one month's, and the third to a fortnight's, close imprison- 
ment ; and the theatre was for a time ordered to be shut. 

This exextion of authority occasioned loud murmurs, and 

^ A 2 
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CHAP, an unanimous eoncert among tbe people not to visit the theatre 
^gj^/ggg when the representations were again suffered to proceed : but 
the symptom of discontent which mostly alarmed the ruling 
party, was an intention manifested by the citizens to set aside 
the four syndics at the next annual confirmation of the 
magistracy ; when, in fact, it was only by virtue of the last 
edict that they remained in office, only five-eighths of the 
voters having declared against them, whereas three-fourths 
were now required to operate an exclusion. 

Notwithstanding this irritation among the people, it ia 
possible that, had no other incident happened to rouse their 
resentment, this disturbance might yet have gradually sub- 
sided into a long interval of tranquillity : but unhappily, ta 
an uncommon severity of the season which greatly distressed 
the poorer classes, it was found necessary to add an increase in 
the price of bread, not only on account of the failure of the 
j»:eceding harvest, but also because the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring districts, where the price had already been 
raised, came in crowds to Geneva, to purchase In^ead at a 
cheaper rate than they could obtain it at home. This order 
1789. was announced on the twenty-sixth of January, and imme- 
diately Occasioned a numerous concourse, which proceeded to 
some acts of violence against the bakers who had no longer 
any bread to sell at the former price. The next day a multi- 
tude assembled in the district of St. Gervais, divided from the 
great town by the Rhone, seized on a carriage which as usual 
was bringing bread for their consumption, and after a severe 
scuffle, in which a young man, no ways concerned in the 
affray, was inadvertently shot by the soldiers, drove away the 
guard that escorted it. The magistrates now ordered the 
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ganiscm taquell the riot ; but im the troops approftchhig thr chap; 
two In^idges^they were not only detained by strong barricades 
raised across theni^ but also repelled by fire arms, stones, and 
even by boiling water, jxmred upon them fffom two fire^ 
engines brought out for the purpose. In a condiict that 
ensued at one of the gates of St. G^irais, a woman of some 
distinction, who came to the wmdow whh her cbifal in her 
arms, was unfortunately killed by a random shot from the 
military ; and in the prepress of the uproar, one eaptain, and 
some soldiers of the garrison, wer^ killed, and several oth»*s, 
both officers and men, were sev^ely wounded. The magis* 
trates upon this, being daunted by so resdute an opposition^ 
made all possible concessions i they reduced the price of bread 
to its fc^raer rate, promised a general amnesty,, and rdeased 
the few insurgents who had been apprehended in the morn- 
ing. The next night was as calm as if no disturbance what- 
ever had happened in the course of the preceding day. 

Notwithstanding this appearam^e of restored tranquillity,, 
the magistrates perceived that their authority was not estab- 
lished upon so firm a basis as, after their last triumph^ they 
had been willing to believe. They now experienced that 
tbcar augmented garrison was not sufficient to contain the 
people when breaking out into open insurrection ; and this 
con$ciou»iess soon prompted them to measures which singu^* 
krly betrayed their fears and imbecility. They barricadoed 
the streets where the principal families resided ;^ and on the 
day when the young man and the woman^ who h^d been acci-» 
dentally shot by the soldiery, were to be buried, they ocdereA 
both the garrison and the artillery to hold themselves in readi- 
ness against any violence that might be ofiered. Exasperated 
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CHAP, at this appearance of compulsion and mistrust, the people once 
sssssss^ more flew to arms ; drove the troops, many of whom went over 
to them, from their posts ; took possession of the city gates ; 
and so effectually intimidated the magistrates, that they readily 
accepted the terms offered them by the attcMrney-gcneral in- 
the name of the citizens, and on the ninth of Felmiary con- 
firmed an edict, which once more new modelled the form of 
their government. 

By this regulation, which was solemnly ratified on the tenth 
of February by the general assembly, amidst great demon- 
strations of joy and mutual congratulation, all the rigours of 
the former edict were abolished. The elections were replaced 
uppn the former footing ; all natives of the fourth generation 
were admitted into the class of burghers ; the number of the 
garrison was reduced to its fwmer establishment ; the clubs 
were restored ; the powers of the thirty-six adjuncts were en- 
larged ; the inhabitants of every class were allowed the use of 
arms ; and all who had been banished in the former revolution 
were reinstated in their privileges. Thus a near approach was 
again made to absolute democracy : but not near enough to 
accord with the ideas of liberty which have since threatened 
to subvert all civil society. Both parties, as soon as they had 
recovered from the panic and intoxication which had agitated 
them in the hour of contest, thought they had been either too 
lenient in their demands, or too hasty in their concessions ; 
and there were not men wanting who foreboded that another 
revolution was near at hand, which however, they hoped, might 
be effected without reiterated convulsions. 

Such is the outline of the repeated disturbances which have 
-agitated the people of Geneva during the present century : 
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disturbances no less fatal to themselves, than pernicious to chap. 
mankind in general, 'by the dangerous spirit they have been 
the means of diffusing very extensively around them ; and of 
which, all Europe now feels the disastrous consequences. A 
circumstantial statement of the later periods of their history 
is scarce as yet practicable ; the passions of individuals still ope- 
rating in the contemplation, not only of the events themselves, 
but also of their causes, and the effects produced by them ; 
and casting such a variety of shades upon incidents that may 
be deemed of the greatest notoriety, that the most industrious 
and dispassionate enquirers are frequently baffled in their most 
sincere endeavours to arrive at truth. This instructive in- 
ference however may be safely drawn from a collective view 
of those dissensions and insurrections ; that, however detri- 
mental an undue exertion of authority in monarchs and 
senates may often prove to certain individuals in a state; the 
evil consequence of an abuse of power in a people vainly 
striving to assume and to hold the reins of government, is far 
more dangerous in its nature^ and extensive in its mischief, as 
it never fails to involve the whole community in the general 
anarchy and ruin it always tends to promote. 
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Dissolution of the Confederacy. 

No event in history will perhaps ever afford so much matter 
for speculation to moral, as well as political theorists, as the 
tremendous revolution, which has of late been spreading horror 
and devaMation over the fairest part of Europe. The inves- 
tigation of its origin and progress, whenever it can be entered 
into with the ample stock of materials, in which we shall yet a 
while be deficient, will be attended with the greater difficulty, as 
no former conflict of a similar nature has probably ever called 
forth so many energies and virtues, or set loose such a varie^ of 
vices and destructive passions, as the convulsion we are doomed 
to witness. While a few attentive observers have laboured, with 
abundance of ingenuity, to trace the whole cause of the evil 
up to the pernicious efforts of a few miscreants, endowed with 
great genius, courage, and perseverance, but with a malevo- 
lence which could only be gratified by the miseries inseparable 
from anarchy and sedition ; others have derived the calamity 
from the great change introduced within this century into 
the state of society, by the rapid influx of wealth from both 
the Indies, which, falling chiefly to the lot of the industrious, 
raised the lower classes nearer to a level with the superior 
orders ; and by the improved cultivation of the mind^ which 
insensibly introduced a spirit of enquiry, and a presumptuous 
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arrogance, that gradually led men to over-rate the powers of chap. 
reason, and unfitted them for the subordination, without which ^* 
no government can possibly subsist. Many also have not 
scrupled to decide that a thorough change in the polity of 
Europe had become unavoidable, through the many glaring 
defects in most of the existing governments, rendered still 
more insupportable by the incapacity and mal*administration 
of those to whom the direction of aflfairs had been committed. 
All these, no cKHihl^JK^^ some specious arguments in their 
favour : but postferity, whenever it shall explore the compli* 
cated maze of causes and effects which have brought on the 
eventful period we live in, will probably discover that many 
and various circumstances have co-operated to produce the eViL 
While the malignity of the first promot^ri of revolutionary 
principles will unquestionably be found to have been the priiihe 
and most efficient agent ; it will be fair to calculate how far 
the torpor, inconsistency, and weakness of those who ought to 
have averted the storm, may have contributed to facilitate the 
operations of the agitators, who had conspired the downfal of 
all regular government. As seeds will germinate only in 
adapted soils ; as, in investigating the powers of a machine, 
we calculate the reciprocal redaction as well as the force to be 
applied ; so must we admit that the promoters of sedition, the 
dextrous artificers of ruin, have manifestly taken into the line 
of account, the very feeble resistance they were likely to en- 
counter in the execution of their destructive plans. Future 
historians will probably estimate the pernicious eOects of the 
puerile ambition and love of innovation, which at this mo- 
mentous crisis actuated the first sovereign of Europe; the 
avowed irreligion of the great Frederick ; and the wanton 
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CHAP, dereliction of all principle of the pifoud Semiramis of the north : 
they will duly appreciate the inordinate :selfishfiess of these 
three potentates, and their mutual accord in a flagrant act of 
injustice/ which in a private individual would have been 
deemed an atrocious theft ; which at once broke through the 
faith of treaties, and damped the confidence nations had till 
then placed in the law that governed their relative concerns. 
Future annalists will probably deduce from these and similar 
causes, an inevitable relaxation in the ties of reverence and 
loyalty which ought at all times to bind the people to their 
sovereign, and a political indifference which gave too free a 
scope to the disorganizers of our days, who were too keen and 
industrious not to avail themselves of the encouragement so 
profusely held out to them. 

In France the means of resistance were still more feeble 
than in other parts of the continent ; and here, accordingly, the 
seeds of sedition first broke out into open insurrection. That 
country had patiently supported two long reigns of depravity 
and enormous profusion, which had so embarrassed its finances 
that the benevolent monarch who succeeded, unwilling to recur 
to the despotic means used by his two predecessors, loosened 
the rdns of his government by demanding voluntary supplies, 
which his people would still have cheerfully granted, had not 
various concomitant circumstances damped their loyalty, and 
alienated the ardent zeal for the glory of their monarchs, for 
which that nation had been long eminently distinguished. 
Those to whom the administration of public af&irs had been 
consigned were, for the most part, men destitute of the skill and 

* The partitioo of Poland. 
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vigour which the dangers of the times imperiously deman^. chap. 
The glaring instances of depravity, moreover, not only winked 
at by the government^ but even countenanced by the exapiples 
of those of higher ]|panks^ anc^ in conspicuous stations, had ^QPg: 
since offended and alarmed even the well-disposed part of the 
nation, and greatly favoured the spirit of insubordination 
which gradually burst forth in all quarters. To this spirit the 
improvident Vergenn^s gave additional vigour by his rae?Jt; 
impolitic American war, which, while it countenanced an open 
resistance to the established authorities, greatly increased the 
spreading evil by an additional derangement of the finances. 
All this, too, happened at a time when the popularity of the 
sovereign was greatly impaired by his frequent dissensions 
with his parliaments, whom the people had accustomed them- 
selves to look upon as their steady advocates, and whom 
repeated successes had taught to aim at further triumphs. 
Designing men were not wanting, who eagerly embraced the 
opportunity of accelerating the disturbances which they saw 
were now impending, and from which they had no doubt of 
deriving essential advantages. Aware that in order to arrive 
at their ends they must subvert the present system of society, 
they resolved to rouse the inferior classes by the fascinating 
cry of liberty and equality, which they well knew no labourer, 
no journeyman, no vagrant of idle propensities and vicious 
habits, would be disposed to suppress ; and by a specious 
tender of a representation in the government, which men even 
of superior rank will often be inclined to favour, deeming it;- 
much more eligible to have an ostensible share in ,the admi- 
nistration of public affairs, than to adhere tq the; peaceful 
enjoyment of domestic comforts, and the iipprovement of 
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CHAP* their private fortunes by the honest arts of industry and 
^gg^j^ economy. 



State of Swisserknd was situated too near, and was too closely con- 

swwcriand. j^^j^ ^jj jj jj^jg nursery of sedition, not to be early infected 
by the spreading contagion. The cries of liberty, equality, 
and representation, were soon heard in many of the seques- 
tered valleys, where harmony, peace, and prosperity had 
subsisted for ages. Its different governments, at the same time, 
were of too lenient and patriarchal a nature to afford the 
corrective means which the nature of the evil manifestly 
required ; and hence arose, in various parts, a clamour that 
these governments were no longer adapted to the spirit of the 
times. Few, indeed, dared openly avow the charge of oppres- 
sion against their rulers ; the people throughout the country 
being armed, and the magistrates without a weapon but the 
love and confidence of the people : no imputation therefore 
could surely be more false and injurious than that of the 
tyranny of an oligarchy, so incessantly proclaimed by the 
French agents and depredators. It must, however, be owned, 
that in some of the aristocratic cantons a certain inequality 
had taken place, which, though far from unjust or oppressive 
in its origin, did yet, in time, become vexatious to those who 
were stationed in the inferior ranks. At 2^ric and Basle, for 
instance, where the citizens engrossed not only all the autho- 
rity and emoluments of government, but even, to a certain 
degree, monopolized the best part of the profits of the indus- 
trbus inhabitants of the country, the peasantry having once 
heard the cry of emancipation and equality, stood in little 
need of French emissaries to urge them to a claim of equal 
rights, to which they might well think, and they had before 
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now intimated^ that the services they had rendered to the state chap. 
had given them a just title. Accordingly it was soon perceived 
that the peasants on the lake of Zuric, and in the rural districts 
of Basle, were preparing to be among the foremost in adopt- 
ing a spirit of disaffection, and in advancing pretensions of a 
revolutionary tendency. 

In the Pays de Vaud a similar spirit had been long since 
disseminated, but under some variety ^ of circumstances. 
The peasants, though far less industrious, and hence less 
opulent, than those of the German districts of the canton of 
Berne, were however abundantly satisfied with the protection 
they felt and acknowledged at the hands of their magistrates, 
whom they considered as, and often addressed by the endear- 
ing name of fathers: but among the gentry and citizens 
murmurs were heard, which the government slighted till it 
was no longer able to suppress them. Most of the latter were 
descended from refugees, who had quitted France at jthe repeal 
of the edict of Nantes. Among these, many were found who, 
emulous of being thought no less public spirited and impatient 
of controul than their neighbours of Geneva, bore with restless 
indignation their exclusion from, or at least the great diffi- 
culty that obstructed their admission into, the higher offices of 
magistracy. These accordingly resolved to use all means they 
could devise, or that might be afforded them by foreign aid, 
to achieve their emancipation from the government of Berne, 
even at the price of their competent freedom, and the many 
domestic comforts they had long enjoyed m one of the most 
e^ilarating regions upon earth ; like one who, being affected 
by some trifling complaint in his extremities, relieves himself 
by the amputation of his limbs. 
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CHAP. These symptoms of rising disaffection might easily have 
been repressed, had the magistracies^ in whose districts they 
manifested themselves, acted with the wisdom and unanimity 
necessary to invigorate their measures. There are abundance 
of incontestable proofs that the bulk of the people, conscious 
of their prosperous state, were firmly addicted to their vener- 
able constitution and its administrators; and would have 
shewn the same zeal and heroism in its defence of which they 
had given proofs atMorgarten, Sempach, and Nsefels: but their 
rulers suffered partial views and selfish motives to influence 
their deliberations ; and hence their councils became undecided, 
and their decrees fluctoating, and often contradictory. France, 
they knew, would declare in favour of the insurgents ; and all 
those therefore who still received stipends, pensions, or annui- 
ties from that state, never failed to oppose every coercive 
expedient ; while those, whose morals had been tainted^ and 
patriotic ardour allayed, by the depravity of French manners, 
wouldp perhaps, more from levity than sinister views^ impede 
the measures that might have saved the commonwealth. Thus 
do we find in the conduct of these governments, particularly 
in that of Berne, where the interests of the French republic 
were most predominant, and whose resolves chiefly influenced 
the cantons, a hesitation which destroyed all confidence ; and 
an alternate recourse to severity and compliance, a practice 
of all others the most conducive to afford plausible pretences 
for complaint, and a reliance on the means of resistance^. 
Some true patriots, and men of sound policy and undaunted 
courage, succeeded at times to excite a few paroxysms of 
vigour; but these were all of short duration, and generally 
succeeded by still greater examples of debility : and the inglo- 
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rious pusillanimity of the whole tenor of their conduct, which chap. 
they dignified by the name of moderation^ soon convinced the ^,5^^-35^ 
French directory of the facility of the subjugation, which doubt- 
less they had long meditated. The facts now to be related 
will afibrd an additional proof how effectually temporizing 
compliance, and servile timidity, will provoke accumulated 
insults, and accelerate the ruin of a desponding state. 

The number of Swiss troops which had, ever since the treaty Treatment 
of subsidy between Lewis the Eleventh and the Helvetic body, Troops in 
been retained in the service of France, had, during the present ^^^^' 
century, in general amounted to about fourteen thousand 
men, distributed into eleven regiments, which, considering 
their acknowledged bravery, strict discipline, and inflexible 
adherence to their engagements, were at all times looked upon 
as the flower of the French army. The earliest promoters of 
sedition, viewed this steady phalanx with a suspicious eye, and 
CHie of their first attempts was to seduce them from their alle- 
giance. They succeeded in a great measure with the regiment 
of Chateau-Vieux, at this time in garrison at Nancy ; the i79<^» 
greatest part of which mutinied, plundered their military 
chest, and shewed a disposition to desert their colours. Count 
Bouill^ arrived in time to quell the tumult. Those who had 
been foremost in the revolt were seized, and, conformably with 
an article in their capitulation, were tried by their own officers. 
Twenty-two of them were sentenced to death, and forty-one, 
"Who had been convicted of the theft on the regimental chest, 
were condemned, and actually sent, to the gallies at Brest. The 
Jacobin party, unwilling that any one should suffer for disobe- 
dience or treason, and further prompted by their animosity 
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CHAP, against Bouill^ and La Fayette, the latter of whom had in- 
' curred their enmity by his strict adherence to subordination 
and discipline^ warmly espoused the cause of the convicts at 
Brest^ and impetuously demanded their release; and in this 
they readily succeeded, in open violation of the treaties^ a<icord- 
ing to which th6 sentences of the court-martial could only be 
repealed by the cantons. The party, at the instigation of the 
comedian CoUot d'Herbois, caused the felons to be brought in 
triumph to Paris, introduced them, with shouts of congratu- 
lation and applause, into the legislative assembly, and even 
rewarded them as victims of despotic tyranny. The cantons, 
so far from resenting this outrage, did not even venture a 
remonstrance, or utter the least complaint. 
i79>- Whether the mode of seduction was found too tardy or 

altogether ineffectual, a different expedient was next adopted, 
which, in fact, proved more speedy and successful. The 
Bernese regiment of Ernst, the oldest, and one of the most 
distinguished in the line, was quartered at Aix in Provence. 
Although it had, in compliance with an order from the supreme 
council of Berne, taken the oath prescribed by the new con- 
stitution ; yet, because it preserved order and discipline, and 
did not partake of the enthusiasm of the frantic multitude, it 
was generally considered as addicted to the aristocratic party. 
A numerous band of desperate Marsillians was dispatched to 
Avignon, where some anti-revolutionary plots were suspected 
to be in agitation. These ruffians were instructed to assail 
the regiment of Ernst in their way through Aix, and to deprive 
it of the means of impeding the projected revolution. Th^ 
J 792. arrived in this city on the twenty-fifth of February. The 
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govetnor had previously commanded the xegimeiit to retiie ^^^' 
into its barracks, wrhfch order was immediately obejted. Not* mmttssssss 
withstanding this readiness to abstain from all interference in 
the concerns of the ' contending parties, the Marsiili^its dcr 
claredithat, unless the whole regiment, surrendered its arms, 
and evacuated the town, they, would instantly attack it, and 
proceed to any extremity if it offered the least resistance. 
Major de Watteville, the commanding officer, resolved to 
prevent the threatened carnage, which He was convinced cMiId 
be productive of no beneficial purpose, and ordered the soldiers 
to lay down their arms. They immediately marched out of 
Aix, in the same manner as the remnant of the legions of L. 
Cassius had formerly retii^ed before the Tigurihi, without a 
weapon except a simple staff. The regency of Betne imme- 
diately recalled the regiment, and wrote to the king to 
demand the arms, which were its property. They indeed, 
though in guarded terttiS, complained of the irtdignity of- 
fered to their nation ; but no notice was taken of the remon* 
strance, although it was laid before the assembly at the king'k 
recommendation. 

These insults, however, were trivial when compared with M"«we « 
the Tiorrid massacre: that was soon after committed'dn th^ icriJ"**" 
Swiss guards, while, true to their allegiance, and surrounded 
by defection, they were, with heroic intrepidity, defending the 
king, his family, and his palace, against the frenzy of a lawless 
multitude. The event of the tentl W August, in which, rieSt 
eight hundred brave confederates/ Worthy of thfeir gallah'i 
ancestors who fell on the cemetery of St. Jacob, perished in 
the faithful discharge of thejr djuty, is of top; public notoriety 
to be here dwelt upon. The fews^who escaped the slaughter in 
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CHAP, the TuilleiMs were iinpHsbnedt and afteiivcnls butcheiMd kt 
" ikve dr^dfttl havock of the seccHid of St^^her. TjbcHigh 
many hundreds of Swiss fanlUies wereu by this atpocious ifot, 
reduced to mourn the lass of ^om^ near friend or r^tW^^ y&t 
not a murmur on the part of the Helvetic governm^ts. mas 
heard in France, and not a step was taken to obtain ev^ t^ 
semblance of redress : and so far was the French a8sem)>ly 
from expressing any com^Muiction for. the unmerited ag|gres3}0Ht 
that, ten dstys after the horrid carriage^ they. ^ued a depr^et, 
by which, r^ardless of the long estat)li4>^d ties of friendsh^ 
of the Inany existing treaties, capitulations, and conventions, 
90d' without the least communication with the cantons on the 
subject, all the Swiss regiments, at that time in the Service of 
France, wer^ $uddenly ^disbanded and secrt.home, without any 
^indemnification for ^^e h^vy losses which many, of the indi* 
yiduals sustained by this, a^rupt^issm^slal. 
. , Perhaps iti wijl appear incredible, ^nd y^t.it is jtrue> that 
notwithstandAi^ ti^fse repeated and uitexamiiled prc^vocations, 
the Hely^b^ 4f?ii;i ^t 4his tim^ aiSsembled! at Arda, declared 
that they would stedfastly adhere to a strict neutrality j)etween 
th^ cont^^jg parties, ^ J\»s neDtrality, while it prorad par-- 
ticulafily de^iment^l tpjhe ijembinfed* armies, w*^ of the 
greatest utility to France, ^as it. not jonly secui^ a feeble 
irontier of upwards of sixty I^nes against all foreign attack,, 
but lijcewise ^preserved thf. only door thef French liad liow h& 
QpeQ to aH .tlJ€} ii^r^f»$^ ^( JBu^jpe. How far it was jeondUciire 
Xq . the ,honouf,^s^fety,f r^d avw 'existence of the confedepaqr^ 
the event has shewn;* , ^ . > . . 

* Irmay-bedeetn^-a tftlamifjT* ttutiiiDHn so dextrous, so versatfle* and possessed 
g£ qualititS' so spcoioul i» Bniistkw^'zbntiji;. u ihis 'ti»lf, boM beeo. t&e Smich 
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Meanwhile the itvdutbnary agents in the Pays de Vau(i». ^*x^' 
perceiving the want of energy their government betrayed on BSisssft 
most occasions/ and tliat the complexiQD.of the times was. ^^,^^^1 
favouraMe tf>fXieii dBsiighs; began to afct with less circtimspect^; a^cction in 
tion, and p^itly avowed :^ntiraen)&iVKl ckims whk^; tiH Vaud. 
then, no dne had ventured to advance with the most distaiit 
view of bbtainlng ledress. The leade]:*s, iiowever pemieious 
their principles ^ may have fafeen; were not men af.^cbmmon 
abilities and vigoar. Clavieres/a riatite of Geneva/v^lio had 
been {proscribed from that city in one of the revolutions in 
which the aristocracy prevailed, was now at Paris/immeraed 
in the torrent of the revolutionaiy* vortex, in which he soon 
after b^rame one of t&e principal leaders, and an eatly vtctiha;' 
Nothing was neglected by this artfbland indefatigable deniia*- 
gogue that tendal to subvert, or any w^^ disturb, the govern^ 
ment which had contributed to the overthrow of the party 



nuoist^ in Swi^serbo^t , ^f. po 4^ubt pade^ffood use q{ the private interests of indi« 
riduals to soften the resentment, which it is impossible the late atrocities should not 
have excited among the people. It may, moreorer, l^ some extenuation of the feeble- 
conduct of the Swiss goyernmenti^ that they had some reason to eatf rtain doabti of 
the unanioaotts co-operation of the peoplf « bad they bo^a called to anm i and that in 
fact (what we here assert upon no equivocal authority) all the great powers of Europe^ 
when they still believed in the great facility of crushing the French republic* strongly 
recommended to the Swiss to persevere in the noutralUyi whicb the tadiepoi^erl tffkif«! 
^ardf lou<Uy reprobated* Thus miij:^ fs-akt^iBf ^^ m ^^n'Qf lubudics were made 
tp th^ caotpni^ without which it wa$ impossible for them to engage in a war of thi$ 
magnitude ; in which* at the critical moment of tlie siege of Lyons* and the precarious 
possession of Toulon by the allies, their co-operation might have been of the most 
decMiv<e CiMsequf 9ce.^ 

3 Hi «f» Minister of fimwces dnriog Ro}aA4'a A4f9kli<icatv)n i aq^top ^aq^ulsion 
of thtf ftciiM« hej being in cmfinan^iit* and hearing t^q iiMncs oif tho^e who were to 
impeach biiii» preferred tbo death of Cftie^ la the horror« «f a 9Hh\k exepution^ wh^ch 
he knew he could no longer escape. 
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CHAP, he had abetted in; has own repvdilic: and thik>ugh^bmi Ii0d 
• his associ«es, the disafiected in the. Pays de Valid received 

assurances of the concurrence and support of ,Erance in the 
I^ans they had concerted. Caesar Frederick la Harpe oC KoUe . 
had been bred to the {nrofes^on of the law; but having failed 
of success in one of the first law-suits he had Conducted before 
his municipal tribunal, he left his. country in disgust, and 
repaired to Petersburg, where he was not only graciously 
received by the great Catherine, but even entrusted with a. 
share in. the education of two of her grandsons, and soon after: 
promoted to the rank of colonel.* His remote situation no 
ways prevented his fomenting the disturbaiica that were pre- 
paring* in his native country : and such was the frequency 
and malignity of his correspondence/ that the magistrates of 
Berne, who had thought it necessary to inspect his letters, 
extracted from them a delineation of his character, which they 
transmitted to the empress. This charge, however, he found 
means so effectually to elude, that he was suffered to con- 
tinue in his station till, the revolutionary conflagration having 
gained the upper hand in the west of Europe, he resolved to 
return to his native valleys; * but being refused admission into 
the canton of Berne, he took up his residence on the conti- 
guous, territory of Geneva, and from thence organized the 
insurrections which ended in the subjugation of his country.* 
Amadeus la Harpe of Yens, near Aubonne, a man of property 



^ It is well known that in Russia all promotions in the civil lino are classed acconU 
ing to miliary rank/ C; F. la Harpe never served in the army* ' In 1794. 

^ He bccanoe in the seqdd one of the five of the Helvetic directory^ which, being 
fJDund inadequate for the purposes of governnnent, is now (Jan. 1800) superseded by 

a provisionary administration. 
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arid sdn^ weight in his vicinage^ did not act so tonfifiicuous.a' chaf* 
part as his last mentioned cousin of Rdle, havirig been earlier- ^ss==f;^s^' 
checked in his career. Being at his seat when the disturb* 
ance first broke out in the Pays de Vaud^ which he. oh alL 
occasions industriously {)romoted,^he is known toliave beeh the 
principal channel through which the distant co«operators, at 
Paris and Petersbuig^ conveyed the venom they meant ta 
disseminate : being actually detected, he was one! of the first 
who, felt the effects of the desultory vigour which the govern- 
ment at times exerted. 

The first explosion took place on the second anniversary of 
the demolition of the Bastille/ which Amadeus la Harpe 
caused to be celebrated with great festivity in many of the 
Helvetic towns on the lake of Geneva. The supreme council 
o£ Berne, b^ing apprised of the spirit of disaffection that hadi 
manifested itself on this occasion, sent a special commission^ 
attended by a force.of three thousand men, to inquire into the 
causes of the murmurs, and to inflict punishment dn those 
whom they should convict of seditious practices. The com- 
missioners opened their court at RoUe. Whether the re- 
monstrances the people had to make were really trivial, or 
whether the force attending the commission intimidated the 
discontented, no complaints of any consequence were here 
brought forward ; and the tribunal had little else to tio than 
to examine into the delinquency of several of the ringleaders, 
some of whom they confined in the castle of Chillon, and 
others they restrained by less severe punishments. Many 
fled from justice, and among these Amadeus la Harpe, who, 
having by this default incurred the penalties of high treason, 

^ July the 14th, 1791. 



88^ 



THE HISTORY OF 



CHAP. 



French Ar- 
■lies ap- 
proach the 
FronSkrs. 



was sentenced to suffer death in case he should return to the 
tenitories of the republic^' 

The rest of Swisserland was as yet in a state of perfect tran^ 
quilUty, when, war having been declared between the emptor 
and the French republic, one of the first operations on the part 
of the latter was, the taking posseission of the district of Poreh- 
tru. General Custine, towards the end of April, distributed 
six thousand men in tlie passes which c^>ened through this 
country, from the Brisgau into the French dbtricts of upper 
Alsace. This most important part of the bishopric of Ba^ 
did not indeed lie within the boundaries of the Helvetic ter- 
ritories ; but the bishop, as a confederate, was authorized to 
demand the protection of the cantons ; and at any rate it was 
to them a mo^t alarming circumstance to see a French army 
in possession of the strongest posts on one of the least secure 
parts of their frontiers. 

Another French army approached soon after at a still more 
vulnerable part of the confines, where, disaffection having 
already spread its venom, it would be infallibly encouraged by 
the prospect of the vigorous support that might reasonably be 
expected from such powerful auxiliaries. General Mcmtesquiou 
received orders to take possession of the dutchy of Savoy. He 
was ostensibly directed to pay due respect to the neutraiirf 
of the Helvetic body, which order he, from inclination as wdl 
as duty, strictly obeyed : nor could it be considered n any 
infraction of this neutrality on the part of the Swiss, that, 
this step being taken at the solicitation of the magistrates ci 



* He entered into the French service; and having^ lisen to the rank of gcqenl of 
division, was> through a mistake, killed hy his own party at the passage of the Po, near 
Codogno, in the year 1796. 
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Geneva, lilxo, in oider to guard zgstinst the insults they might chap. 
well appi^iend wiien contendir^ armies were so near their 
^tes, denuitided a reixifioTcemen t front their oonfedemtes. The 
canfonsof Zuricand Berne, towaands theradof Septeinb^,act«* 
iklly marched sixteen hundred men into this city : this act of vi^ 
gour however, not being considered in the same impartial l^ht 
by the French directors, their general adranced with «tow^ 
hostile intentions; but soon after^ with a moderation which 
was not likely to gratify the asperity of his superiors, he agreed 
to a convention. This agreement was signed on the twenty- 
second of October^ and stipulated that the Swiss troops were 
to evacuate the city before the first (^December ; i^en which 
the French were likewise to wrthdraw within a certain dis- 
tance of Its gates. 

No one was mare indigmmt at this lenity than Clavieres^ 
who now held the oliice of rainisi^r of finances at Paris, iand 
who^. besides aiming at the total overthrow of the present 
government of Geneva, harboured a particular animosity even 
^aif^t his former party in that city^ which, aware of the i^^- 
^nding danger, had now cordially coalesced with the magis- 
tral. ?tpempt(xry ordecs,. issuing originally from him, were 
sent to the g^i^al to revoke the convention, and to pay no 
'regat>d io the neutrally of the Pays de Vaud. Whether frongi 
•motives of jtistke or humanity, or from some less Commen- 
'dafl^ inducement^ the commander remonstrated against the 
pei^dious>decree,iiiid procrastinated, until a ^ict order came 
to his subordinate ofiicers to seize him, and send him prisoner 
to Paris. This command he eluded by flight. Clavieres 
appears to have been in some measu^ pacified by the triumph 
he obtained on this occasion : he suffered his countrymen,. 
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by dismissing their Swiss auxiliaries, to fulfil the ruinous terms 
to which they had engaged themselves in the capitulation ; 
and then countenanced the emissaries, who Jointly with the 
French resident Servan, instigated a few of the natives to 
renew their claims of admission into the general assembly, 
and to raise a faint clamour, which soon became the pretence 
for the introduction of French troops, and a surrender of the 
independence of the city This event, while it£lled.all ranks 
with horror and dismay, was represented to the directory as the 
cause of joy and exultation in the astonished citizens. * 

While the French were dragging their last, and one of their 
best, monarchs to the scaffold, Brissot and his party, who pro- 
bably saw that their usurped authority could only be protracted 
by an extensive foreign war, contrived the aggression of Hol- 
land, and consequently of England, and urged the necessity of 
either extorting from the Helvetic body another abject decla- 
ration of neutrality, or of carrying fire and sword into its peace- 
ful regions ; Clavieres at the same time, and some fugitives 
from the Pays de Vaud, actually digesting the plan of an inva- 
sion, and estimating the profits that would acrue to them from 
the plunder to be committed at Berne.'** Austria and Sardinia 
thou^t the measure of di^ace the Swiss had nqw sustained 
so full, that they had little doubt of the success of a proposal 
they at length made to the cantons to join the coalition ; but 
the Swiss, knowing from long experience how little th«y could 
rely upon the promises of these courts, now, in their turn, 

9 A full and animated account of this iniquitous transaction has been published by 
Mr. D Chauvet, in a tract entitled, ^ Conduite du gouyemement Fran^ott enrers h 
♦ repuWique dc Geneve.* 

^^ V. Memoirs of Qei)eral J)uiiiouritz# t. i. chap. iq. ., 
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resisted aU the argumeitts thsit were si^e9ted> and vainly chap. 
flattered themselves that, by temporizing, they should still ^* 
escape the conflagration that was spreading all around them« 
The author who appears to have written with most impartiality 
on this sut^cct^** with an inconsistency that cannot well be 
accounted for, gratuitously extols the wisdom of the Swiss 
government in persisting in this neutrality, while in the same 
page he adduces, facts which evince the ruinous tendency of 
the measure/ No alternative in the affairs of this nation was 
peaiiapa ever so critical and hazardous as the present : Ixrt this 
truth we may safely infer from the whole tenor (tf its conduct, 
that a peopte who will be free and independent, must xdy 
wholly npm its own means of repelling unmer it ed aggression. 
The intended blow (for it would equally havebeen infiicted 
notwithstandlflg the lowliness of the cantons) was for a time 
suspended, it is said* by the remonstrances of a member of the 
aiqpteme ci^uncal of Beme, who waa then at Paris^ and wfaoj 
though without credentials, exerted himself to conciliate the 
forbearance of the directoiy. He delineated in lively cdburs, 
in «n oooawMftli tract/* the signal adrantages France derived 
fiom the neutrally of tbci Swiss^ at a time when the urated 
foroerof nihr foreign powers were pourii^ in upoa ita fron^ 
tkrs^ and civil discard wassappiog its very vitals ; wlien the 

'< PosiMlt Eurpp. icmaK vj^. No. z* 

'* Coup tPOeil sur Us relations polHiquis entre la lUpuhliqui Franscaiseet le Corps 
HilviUquo: by Col* Weiss. The same author some time after published a pathetic 
exhortation to his countrymen under the title of RdveilUx vous Suisses^ U danger ap- 
proebe. The subject of this neutrality has been amply discussed by C. L. Haller^ in 
an Exposd bistorique des fails consemants lamutraliie d€ la Suisse enwersJa France : 
published in the year 1797. 
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CHAP. Vendue was in flames, and Lyons ofiered a resistance whichi 
* had it been seconded from the Alps, would no doubt have 
prevented the fall of Toulon, and perhaps detached the south- 
ern departments from the infant republic. His arguments 
gained general applause : Dumouriez seconded the powerful 
impression they made; and the general Desprez-Crassier, 
who commanded in the district of the upper Rhine, received 
strict orders, ' to proceed with the greatest circumspection in 
' all things relating to the Swiss ; and to be particularly upon 
^ his guard against the false insinuations of intriguers, who 
' were endeavouring to sow dissensions between them and the 
' French republic' Even Robespierre^ addressing Col. Weiss, 
used the expression, ' the name of Swiss must be ever dear to 
' all true Frenchmen, and is particularly so to me.' The fall of 
Lyons, which twenty thousand Swiss would inevitably have 
prevented,*^ was in fact the critical period at which the French 
arms recovered the ascendancy, which has since for a time 
enabled an imperious directory to dictate laws to Europe. 
Successes of ^^ brilliant successes of the French arms in the cam- 
the French, paign of the ensuing year, first removed the doubts the cabi* 
1794. net9 of Ekirope had till now entertained of the competency of 
the French rulers, to n^otiate and conclude treaties. Prussia 
was the first link the directoiy found means to detach from 
the chain of the coalition : but great obstacles presented them* 
selves as to the mode of conducting the conferences, and the 

'^ England, by virtue of the capitulations between Holland and some of the Helvetia 
statest had a right to accede to those treaties upon similar terms, and might have 
demanded the number of troops that would probably have performed this service. 
The British cabinet was apprized of the fact ; but it does not appear what use was 
made of the timely intelligence. 
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place where they should be carried on. The latter difficulty chap* 

was obviated, by fixing upon the only neutral country acces* ' 

sible to the plenipotentiaries of both parties ; and, at Basle, 

the temporizing Bartheleray, seconded by the subtile tribune 

of Basle, Peter Ochs, of whom more will be said hereafter, 

brought about the first agreement between a monarch and 

the declared enemies to monarchy. This was soon after, and 

by the specious persuasions of the same agent, followed by a 

similar pacification between the regicides and the representative 

of the nearest bi^nch of the royal house, whose chief they had 

led to the scaffold : and lastly, one of the most considerable of 

the German princes accepted also of a reconciliation, which in 

the preceding year would have been held in the greatest 

abhorrence."* 

Another campaign followed, in which the Aiistrians, after 1796. 
a series of discomfitures, obtained such signal advantages, as 
brought the armies, which had reached the frontiers of Austria 
and Bohemia, back to the Rhine, and obliged the Swiss to take 
vigorous steps for the preservation of their neutrality. In the 
months of September and October, general Moreau made his 
ever memorable retreat, in which several of his straggling 
parties having been driven towards the confines of the Helvetic 
states,demanded,and, notwithstanding the loud remonstrances 
and menaces of the Austrian generals, readily obtained, permis- 
sion to proceed, through their territories, towards the frontiers 
of France; detached, indeed, in small numbers, and without 
arms bt ammunition, but receiving all the relief their deplorable 
condition stood in need of. As concessions and friendly offices 

*♦ The peace with Prussia was signed on the 5th of Aprxl, with Spsun on the zzi 
«f jufy, and with Hesse Casiel on the 25th of August. 
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CHAP, appear to have been the principal (Mm$ of the Swiss ocn£e> 
^Jj^g^ derates to the outrages they have experienced from Fraaoe» 
these acts of hutiMnity ought, no doubt, to be Ukewise inMitfd 
in the catalogue of their titk deeds. 

The long protracted sieges <^ Kehl, and <^tbe T^e de Pont 
at Hnningen* rendered it necessary for the cantons to ooUed 
a force t and th«y actually formed a cordon oq that SgoaJoer, 
where the near approach of numerous Austrian troops, elaite 
with victory, end at all times addicted to pluodcsp, alfordfld 
frequent cwises of mutual comi^aints and recriminations, in 
^e night of the thirtieth of November, one of the Austrian 
coltmriw whi^ had been ordered to sterm aa oulwak «t 
HuDingen, mistook its way, and iptead beyond ^es^Uished 
line of demarcation. The clamours of Barthelemy upon ^)« 
were knid and imperious. He taxed the Swiss oSctxs who 
Gomnonded the cordon with cowaidke and base corruption ; 
and the cantons, ever comptiant with Im» pereinptwfy awuf 
dates, immediately caused them to be anestedk and i^ei^ooed 
three of them to a long confinement On the first day of 
1797. the n€9Ct month of Feturuary, the T^te de Pont of HuninigeB 
surrendered to the Austrians ; but on the oth« hand .the.inv 
portaot city of Mantua, the bulwark of the Austrian fower 
in Italy, yielded likewise, about the same time, ta the vAst»- 
rious arms of Bonaparte. Thia intrepid commander, by a 
sudden and most hazardous expedition, of which there is scarce 
an titamfik in history, and with hks usual aniour and rapidity* 
forced his way into the heart of Austria, spread a panie to the 
very gates of Vienna, find compelled a ready ^oceptaoce of the 
terms of accommodation he was pleased to offer. The preli> 
minaries were signed at Leoben -on the seventeenib (^ Afoi ; 
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and en the «9ghteenth of October the tiisaty, which delivered chap. 
Fiance from its last and most fbrmidahle enemy on the con* * 

tment; vms ratified at the Friulese castie of Campo Formio. 
Posterity will know how to appreciate and acknowledge the 
endnent serrice roidered to the hmman race by the magnanf^ 
nous British Monarch, whot secMided by his intrepid minister* 
and ^hicAve, wiae, and loyal people, singly and undi^maycid, 
in the midat of this defectknt, still braved the niging tempest ; 
and will, it may be hoped, still be tb^: means not only of pre^ 
venting tte extinction of piety, honour, and rdigion, but also 
of preserving the elegant tmprovemefitb w.hi<^ embellish lile, 
and contribute to sooth the hour of sorrcw. 

It might have been'expected that the Swiss would now hav« 
reaped the fruits of the secvile obsequiousness of their ralers, 
and that all danger would henceforth have been averted from 
their con&ies : '' hut so far w^ such an act of justice from enter* 
ing into the plans of the French rulers, that the disastrous period 
of humiliation now .approached, when this deluded people were 
to experiesiee rejuxHiChe^ insults, Mid calamities of the most 
defining nature; and, at Iisngth, the final overthrow of their 
veneraUeponfedwapy. It .remained now* for the French, who 
had strengthened their eastern frontier by the course of the 
Ehinei and the rapublican out-posts in Italy and Holland, to 
secure it completely by assimilating to their government, or 
obtaining an absolute, sway pv«ri; one of the most maurtial 
people, inhKbiling a cooiilry whi^h has not improperly been 
cs^ed the oitadel of Europe. It became also necessary for 
them to raise fresh supplies, towards carrying on the plan of 

'^ Many enlightened Swiss persist in their opinion that, but for the treaty of Campo 
Formio« thdur neutrality wOttM 9lill Imye savedrtbw country. 



390 THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP, universal conquest they seem at this time to have digested. 
,, * To new model the goveniment of this country, and to reduce 
its supreme power into one collective bddy, appeared to diem 
the most conducive to their purposes ; being wdl aware that 
they would find it nmch easier to hifluehce, or rather direct 
the spirit of one ruling aggregate^ than to conciliate the opi- 
nions of upwards of twenty foederative, but independent, 
governments, often during in principles and interests, but, in 
general, tenacious of their antiquated maxims, and firmly 
addicted to their religious duties and opinions, and tathe 
dictates of justice and humanity, which it might be thought 
would ill qualify them as allies or members of the overbearing 
republic. 
The French The first Step of the directory towards securing a plausible 
gcrigainst pT^tence for an open rupture, was to proclaim to the world 
the Swiss. j|^^ various insults their nation had sustained on the part of 
the confederates. A formal manifesto being as yet premature, 
they caused their periodical papers and occasional pamphlets,"* 
to exhibit charges which the republic, they declared, could no 
longer sulfa: to pass unnoticed and unrevenged. They ui^ed, 
that the Swiss had, during the war, made most usurious profits 
in their commercial intercourse with France : that not only 
their illicit traffic with the French assignats, but also their 
abundant fabrication of them, had greatly contributed to de- 
preciate their value, and had, in fact, materially injured the 
credit* of the French nation: the tderation of the emig^nt 
priests and royalists ; the countenance given to a contraband 
trade, chiefly with English goods ; and the suffering a Brki^ 

" The Rcdacteur^ Moniteur» Publicistej Les Bailifis Suisses Deina$qu^> kc. Jlcc 
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minister to reside in their country, who, it was pretended, by chap* 
underhand practices, and enormous subornations, fomented ^ 



sedition, and encour^ed levies against the republic ; the per- 
secuting the friends of liberty, and at all times displaying an 
aversion to the revolutionary principles espoused by a people 
which proudly assumed the name of the great nation ; these 
were the most important among the general accusations* 
brought forward with much speciousness and arrogance. To 
these they also added, as particular instances of disrespect 
towards the great republic, the seizure of the envoys Semon- 
ville and Maret, on the confines of the Valteline ; '^ the sufFerr 
ing the reduced officers to wear the military orders conferred 
on them by the king ; the trespass of the Austrians at the 
cordon of Huningen ; and various other imputations of a still 
more trivial nature. 

Although it was manifest that no force of argument would Aimreredi 
avert the ruin to which the directory had devoted this country, 
yet one of the ablest among the statesmen of Berne '' did not 
omit to vindicate his country from these aspersions, in a man* 
ner that has appeared satisfactory to all impartial men, but 
could not disarm the French, directors. The freedom of trade, 
he said, could not be restrained without mutual disadvantages ; 
and French individuals, as well as the state itself^ Have, na 
doubt, reaped as much advantage from this traffic as those of 
Swisserland. The forging of assignats he positively denied, 
and quoted the different ordinances that were issued for pre- 

'' 25th of July, 1793. They were indeed seized on the Helvetic territories^ but 
on the very confineSf where there was no post of defence^ and by Austrian catchpoles^ 
(sbirri) who had been sent thither from Milan. 

*> C. L. HaUer> Exposi Historique, Uc. 
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CHAP, renting such illicit practices, and for restraining any fraudulent 
traffic respecting them : the Swiss merchants, be added, had in 
fact long supported the credit of the French paper curroicy ; 
and when it at length failed, by its enormous accun^ulatioD, 
nojne were more injured than these fair dealers : no nation^ he 
maintained, suffered more by the &ilure of the French funds 
than the Swiss ; nor was the suddeck reduction of their regi* 
ments in the French service, without the allotment of the 
leasjt indemnification, a trivial cause of the diminution o£ the 
property of his countrymen, occasioned by tl» proceedings of 
the French government : • And yet with all these h>$6es/ he 
concludes, ^ has not the nation sted£astly resisted the repeated 
« and advantageous offers of the combined powers to join in 
< the coalition ; and thb too at a time when its acceptance 
* would probably have proved fatal to the republic ?' 

Swarms of emigrants, he owns, fiodked into this country, to 
which they were allured by its contiguity and similarity of 
language ; nor could the 90¥ernmenits,con^stently with their 
constitutiioQ, refuse them admission : but, so far from coun«* 
tenanck^ 4ny secret intrigues of theirs, he recites the maay 
regulations that were made to prevent the efifects of their 
underhand psactkes, and observes thati Ending them ineffec- 
tual, the supreme council of Berne ventured upon a measure 
that had never before been recurred to^ the ordering all these 
unhappy exiles, without any delinquency being proved against 
then, to quit the territories of the canton ; '' and this order 
being repeatedly enforced a few months after, it was found 
that only one hundred and fourteen of these wr^ched fugitives 
still remained, all of whom, from decrepitude, infirmity, or 

'• June the ijtht, 1796. 
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tender years, were objects of the deepest commiseration. Even chap. 
before this proscription, every emigrant whom the French ' 

minister denounced, was immediately seized, closely examined, 
and rigorously dealt with if the least delinquency against the 
French government was proved against him. When, in the 
sequel, these hapless fugitives were abandoned, persecuted, 
and oppressed, in most countries in Europe, and many, 
driven by despair, resolved to seek either a precarious exist- 
ence, or a grave, in their native country, numbers, it is true, 
attempted to penetrate by the way of Swisserland, The 
government, in all the steps it took concerning these rash 
adventurers, acted in concert with the French ambassador, 
and used every possible precaution to prevent the undue 
distribution, or the forging of passports ; and it is well 
known that most of the spurious permissions that were de- 
tected, had been procured from the interior parts of France. 
Regardless, morepver, of the established liberty of the press, 
all publications that any way reflected upon the government 
of France were instantly suppressed by the Swiss states, and 
their authors ordered to quit the territories of the confede- 
racy; among whom is even to be numbered their merito* 
rious countryman Mallet du Pan, who was taxed with having 
contributed some impartial strictures to a periodical paper, 
at that time publicly printed at Paris. For the truth of all 
these allegations, an appeal is made to the French ambassador 
himself, who, more than once, publicly expressed his appro-* 
bation of the efficacious measures that had been taken to 
accomplish the objects of his various requisitions. Mr. Wick*- 
ham's residence, as minister from a sovereign at peace with 
the cantons, could not, upon any principles of the law of 
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nations, be objected to or impeded : but the same French 
ambassador is called upon to attest whether all possible pre- 
cautions were not taken to prevent the alleged secret practices 
and intrigues which had been made a subject of reproach. 
The seizing or banishing some of their own countrymen, who 
had publicly avowed themselves hostile to the established 
government, was surely a legal act of self-preservation, which 
every state must needs be allowed to practice : how else could 
the French directory have justified its proceedings on the me- 
morable eighteenth of Fructidor ? 

Even before the conclusion of the treaty of Campo Formio, 
which may be considered as the a^ra when the destruction of 
the Helvetic confederacy was decreed by the directory, the 
victorious Bonaparte, having been called upon to decide a 
contest between the Grison leagues and their subject provinces 
of Valteline, Chiavenna, and Bormio, which had revolted ; 
without the least regard to six existing treaties, by which the 
French monarchs had guaranteed these provinces to those 
leagues, determined the difference, by annexing them to the 
newly established Cisalpine republic : and thus, by a simple 
proclamation, he abridged the confederacy of a fertile valley, 
near one thousand square miles in extent, and containing up- 
wards of one hundred thousand inhabitants. 

Having completed his brilliant military, as well as diplo- 
matic, career in Italy, Bonaparte, under pretence of repairing 
to the congress of Rastadt, resolved upon a progress through 
the territories of the confederacy. At Lausanne he was 
welcomed with a degree of frantic exultation : at Berne he 
experienced a ceremonious, but splendid, civility, expressive 
of the awe in which the people stood of a man of superior 
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talents, but in whose promises they knew they could place chap. 
no confidence.** The n>agistrates of Soleure, unpolished and ^,^5^ 
morose, could so little accommodate themselves to the honours 
due to the hero of the day, that they sentenced the com- 
mander of their artillery to a long imprisonment, because 
he saluted him on his passage through their city without 
orders. He was, however, soon released, at the peremptory 
requisition of the French minister. What impressions the 
general received on this journey, may be gathered from his 
declaration on his arrival at Basle, where the revolutionary 
mine he knew was near exploding, ' that he was now once 
more in a republic' He surveyed, with the eye of a soldier, 
the fields of Morat, and the enclosures of St. Jacob ; but, with 
the sagacity of a French politician, he predicted that the 
Gothic fabric of the Helvetic constitution was no longer suited 
^ to the present times, and would quickly be subverted. Grant- 
ing the fact, men of candour will determine whether the fault 
lay with the times, or with the constitution. 

The period was now approaching when the confederacy 
was to receive its deadly blow. The mild Barthelemy was 
recalled, and placed in the directory. He was succeeded by 
Bacher, who however, being likewise found too lenient for 
the services expected from him, was soon after superseded by 
Mengaud, a creature of Rewbel, who had been thoroughly Mengaud's 
trained in the school of republican virtues. This new pro- 

^ The magistrates had prepared for Boiu^arte a sumptuous ball and supper at 
Berne, relays of horses throughout their country^ and every mark of honour they 
usually conferred upon the greatest soveraigBs ; all which he disdained, and had not 
even the commoo civility to return a visit to the avoyer. The country was already 
doomed. 

3E» 
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CHAP, consul was no sooner urived at Basle than he displayed a wide 
' tri-coloured flag before his house^ and in his frequent jour- 



nies through the Swiss territories^ decorated his carriages with 
abundance of tri-coloured streamers. He not only signified hi^ 
protection^ and promised the support of the great nation, to all 
who might think themselves injured by their governments; 
but even (an insult of which there is no example in the 
history of civilized and independent nations) issued formal 
protections*' in favour of the inhabitants of several town^ 
declaring the magistrates personally responsible for the safety . 
of all those who might manifest prf sciples favourable to the 
revolution, or, in other words, shew themselves averse to their 
l^itimate sovereigns. He had at first the hamiliation to find, 
that the number of disaffected was but a small proportion of 
the people : but it soon appeared that the fascinating invita- 
tions he threw out, which the magistrates knew not how to 
obviate or resent, rajndly increased these numbers of adhe- 
rents, particularly in certain districts, where collateral causes 
had combined to excite uneasiness and discontent. 
TheVau. In addition to this encouragement, the movers of sedition 
aTJiw^- in the Pays de Vaud found now another expedient for autlv>- 
tceof France, fij^x^g the interference of France ip their quarrel with their 
sovereigns of Berne. La Harpe supplied the materials in aa 
elaborate work,^^ in which he stated that this country had, 

*' Posselt has preserved the form of these protections, as weM as most of the 
mutheutic documents that have been used in the present narrative. 

** Essai sur la Ccjuiitutifm du Fays it Vaud, two vdu^ies, 8r<k The atme ques- 
tion had a few years before been discussed with abundance cf ingemiity^ thougk widi 
a less sinister view* by J. J. Cart, in his. LsHres i B. dt Muralt sur In 4v€Utmens dm 
Pays ds Vaud. MuUer, in his well authenticated History of Swistcitaui» had km^ 
before admitted the existence of the states of the Pays de Vaud ; but in this instaact 
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while in the hands of the dukes of Savoy, possessed several chap. 
privileges^ among which, an annual assembly of the states, ' 

consisting of the dignified cTergy, the nobles, and the chief 
magistrates df fourteen towns, Was not one of the least impor- 
tant : that formerly, no ordinance of the sovereign had the 
force of law, till it had been confirmed at one of these assem- 
Wies : that in the treaty of St. Julian, *• in which the Duke of 
Savoy had mortgaged the Pays de Vaud to the canton of 
Berne, and in a subsequent pacification concluded at Lau- 
sanne,** in which Duke EmanUel PhiHbert had ceded to the 
said canton for ever, the claims of his house upon that district, 
all the rights and privileges of the clergy, nobles, commoners, 
and communities, had been expressly reserved in the full 
extent in which they had ever been enjoyed in former times: 
and that the latter of these treaties had been formally gua- 
ranteed by the French monarch, soon after its conclusion.** 
Grounded upcm these arguments, la Harpe called upon his 
countrymen to vindicate their esKabllshefd right ; to demand a 
convocation of the states, and, if refused, to claim the guarantee 
of the* French republic, which^ as representative of the mo- 
narch, and by its late conquest of the dutchy of Savoy, would 
think itsdf bound to espouse their cause. 

Various writers have denied the ficts alleged by la Harpe, 

he had no better voucher than a written document in the archives of the Baron of 
Blonay, the validity of which has been called in question by N. F. de Mulinen in his 
Ricbercbes bistoriquef sur U$ anciennes AssembUes du Pays de Vaud. In this, at 
inimaiiy other di^ottiatia die(}uUkion9> the more a matret* is investigated, the more it 
is. generally involved in, obscurity, Miiinen's pantpblee, however, has hitherto re- 
mained unanswered. 

•« Of October the 19th, 1530. •♦ October the 30th, i$6j^ 

*' Charles the Ikventfiu April the a5th, i56;« 
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and controverted the inferences he derives from them» even if 
they were founded in truth. The states at best, we are toW 
by M. de Mulinen, were of feudal institution, and convened 
occasionally, not at the option of the people, but at the plea- 
sure of the sovereign, who only called them together when his 
service required additional taxes. Whatev^ reservation the 
Duke of Savoy may have made in the last mentioned cession, 
the canton of Berne, he asserts, could never have vidated this 
condition, since it never imposed a new tax : and he further 
maintains that, as appears from a variety of municipal consti* 
tutions in the country, no mention is ever made of this anti* 
quated privilege. Granting, however, all that the advocates fat 
the assembly of the states can allege in favour of the claim, it 
is manifest that the attempt to enforce it was a mere pretence, 
since the states at best would not be a representative body such 
as they demanded : and it must be owned that it was a strange 
prevarication in the French directwy, who have sported with 
all the compacts of their monarchs,** to avail themselves in this 
instance of two obsolete treaties, in order to give a colour to 
the outrage they bad in view. It would, no doubt, have better 
become the frankness, honour, and generosity of which they 
made such frequent and ostentatious boasts in their official 
writings, to have proclaimed that their motives were no other 
than those of self-interest ; and that the preponderancy of 
power was the only title on which they founded their arbi- 
trary interference. 

The directory, on the twenty-eighth of December, issued 
a decree by which they declared the members of the regencies 



^ Witness the examples of tbe military capitulations, the Valteline^ 3cc 
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of Berne and Friburg personally and individually responsible chap, 
for the lives, liberty, and property of all the Vaudese, whb, mBsssssat. 
claiming the return of their privileges, had placed themselves 
under the saf^uard of the republic. A division of the army 
of Italy under general Massena advanced towards the coni^nes 
of the canton ; and the insurgents, seeing the certainty of 
effectual protection, increased considerably both in number 
and audacity. 

Had the government of Berne, at this crisis of an impend- 
ing invasion, which in all former instances had been the signal 
of a general armament of the whole nation, combined all its 
powers, and resolved unanimously, if they could not weather 
the storm, at least to fall in a manner worthy of their ances- 
tors, they might still, perhaps, have saved their independence 
and tottering constitution. But, instead of the firmness and 
wisdom the times required, they unfortunately betrayed an. 
inconsistency and hesitation, which, while it stimulated their 
adversaries, disheartened and perplexed the multitude of friends 
who were still ready to lay down their lives in defence of their 
venerable constitution. Like the helpless squirrel, whicji (if 
travellers may be credited) is fascinated by a voracious ser- 
pent, and struggles for a while with anxious trepidation to 
escape the charm, but is at length compelled to rush into the 
jaws where it meets its doom : so did these misguided rulers 
shew themselves incapable of adopting any but false measures^ 
which ultimately accelerated their destruction. 

The supreme council of Berne sent another special com- Bcrnctcm- 
mission into the Pays de Vaud, to investigate the causes of ^"^^ 
the discontents, to ascertain their full extent, and to suggest 
such means as might appear most conducive to restore tran- 
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CHAP, quillity. Whether the evil had not yet made any considerable 
^sssB^ progress, or whether the commissioners suffered themselves to 
be beguiled by false appearances or representations, they made 
so favourable a report, that the council thought it expedient 
to propose a general oath of allegiance to the sovereign. The 
event proved less successful than was expected, and produced 
an open breach, which, had the government been wise, it would 
by all means have endeavoured to conceal.*' A party of in- 
surgents from Vevay, proceeded so far as to seize the castle of 
Chillon, in which some of the former agitators were still de- 
1798. tained ; and this day, the tenth of January, may (like that of 
the demolition of the Bastille in France) be deemed the first of 
the Helvetic revolution. Popular clubs, committees of safety, 
and national guards were instituted ; and abundance of in- 
flammatory publications were scattered among the people: 
but still, in the midst of these commotions, no mention was 
yet made of a separation from the parent canton. 
Diet at Another expedient, which had the semblance of vigour, 

was about the same time recurred to, with a view of calling 
forth the united powers of the whole nation. A general diet 
was summoned at Arau for the solemn renewal of the confe-^ 
deracy ; and it actually met on the second of January. Men- 
gaud did not fail to resort to it, and, for a while, used the most 
conciliatory language ; at the same time throwing a mysteri- 
ous veil over the designs of France, which, as he probably 

*^ The country people in general complied. At Lausanne about three-fourths of the 
citizens took the oath with enthusiastic alacrity : at Vevay^ Aubonne, and Moudon, 
the municip^ officers chiefly proved refractory, and no doubt influenced many, though 
far from the majority of the inhabitants. The battalions of Vevay* Aubonnc^«nd one 
of Moudon* refused the military oath. 
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expected, afforded to many of the deputies^ plausible pretences chap. 
for procrastination, for palliative measures, and feeble propo- ^' 
sitions, the whole disguised under the specious mask of mode- 
ration. Mengaud soon perceived, and no doubt reported, the 
imbecility of this assembly, and was instructed to assume a 
less qualified line of conduct; and he accordingly, on the 
eleventh of January, presented a note declaring, * that should 

* the report be confirmed that Austrian forces had entered the 

* Grison country, a body of French troops would likewise im- 

* mediately pass the frontiers.' This ambiguous menace (for 
no Austrians had trespassed on their confines) filled the assem- 
bly with doubt and consternation. Some surmised that the 
two contracting powers had, in the treaty of Campo Formio, 
with the same regard to equity, honour, and the faith of com- 
pacts, with which they had annihilated the ancient republic 
of Venice, decreed the partition among themselves of the 
Helvetian territories. Others saw manifestly that France was 
seeking a pretence for subverting their constitution : few were 
impressed with a sense of the undaunted firmness that now 
became them : and all looked forward with dread to the un- 
ravelling of the enigma, which they were well apprized had not 
been thrown out without some view. In this state of doubt and 
perplexity they resolved indeed (Basle only excepted, which 
had already withdrawn its deputies) to renew the perpetual 
confederacy, and to attest it by a solemn oath. This oath was 
actually taken on the first of February ; but it was not such 
an oath as had been pronounced by StaufFacher, Furst, and 
Melchthal. and their thirty friends, in the field Rutli, when 
they swore to live free, or not to live at all. 

The recall of the deputies of Basle from the diet at Arau, Revolution 

-^ at fiasle. 
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CHAP, was the consequence of the first public defection of a member 
of the confederacy. The almost constant residence of Men* 
gaud in this city, had supplied him with numbers of opportu- 
nities, which he well knew how to improve,, to bias the minds 
of men whom ambition, avarice, or fear had already estranged 
from the true patriotism which had rendered their confederacy 
respectable among nations. Like the Pays de Vaud, it har^ 
boured likewise in its bosom, domestic promoters of sedition, 
who were equally zealous and industrious in propagating their 
revolutionary principles. Wernard Huber, an apothecary and 
chemist of some eminence, who, in his youth, having miscon- 
ceived some of the specious doctrines of Rousseau, had for a 
while misapplied his more than ordinary talents in the profes«» 
sion of a swine-herd, was now become one of the most prolific 
writers in the cause of the new system of politics ; and repro- 
bating every impediment that might check the progress of his 
favourite career, was particularly acrimonious against the British 
government, and its representative with the cantons, to the sup- 
posed corrupt practices of whom he imputed all the calamities 
that had of late befallen his country, not even excepting a con- 
tagious disorder among the cattle, which at that time prevailed 
in most parts of Swisserland. Vischer, le Grand, and Eriacber 
were, though not so conspicuous, yet no less fervent, in the cause 
of political innovation ; and formed at Basle a club of friends of 
liberty, which soon conferred some consequence on the party 
and its leaders. But among the latter none exerted himself with 
so much ardour and success as the grand tribune Peter Ochs^ 
who, although a warm friend and near relation of the unfor- 
tunate burgomaster Dietrich of Strasburg, who had fallen a 
victim to the revolution, although impoverished by the heavy 
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losses he had sustained in the French funds, was nevertheless^ chap. 

X. 

having some cause of complaint against the government of 
Berne, an indefatigable promoter of the levelling system.** He 
and the above mentioned senator Vishef, likewise his relation, 
ventured now openly to propose a change in the constitution ; 
and deeming the triumph of France highly conducive to his pur- 
pose, the tribune in particular became the principal instrument 
in bringing about the Pru»ian and Spanish treaties with the 

*• The temper of this demagogue displayed itself in a letter he wrote towards the 
end of January to the magistrates of his city. Having premised the usual stile of, 

* Most honourable and gracious lords,' he continues, * Perhaps this is the last time 

* your excellencies will hear yourselves addressed by these antiquated titles ; and I must 

* confess that I am truly happy, to exchange these vain denominations for the far more 
' graceful appellation of citizen. 

« I consider the Helvetic revolution as completed. The several cantons, their sub- 
' jects, and their allies, will soon be formed into one democratic republic, according to 
' the representative system. All the means hitherto attempted to repress the revdutioD 
< may perhaps for a while retard its progress, and render the crisis more dangerous 

* and afHictive ; but they will certainly not prevent the completion of it.* 

He then congratulates his canton in having been the first to set the example of a 
revolutionary spirit ; he exhorts the insurgents to persist, and denounces vengeance 
against ail those who shall venture to impede them. He taxes the dfet at Arau with 
having unwarily disappcHnted the expectations of the true patriots : and prescribes the 
steps to be immediately taken, viz. i. To abolish all distinctions of freemen and sub- 
jects; 2. to establish primary assemblies fbr the choice of representatives ; 3. that these 
representatives prepare a new constitution ; and 4. that meanwhile a provisionarjr 
commission be authorized to carry on the immediate purposes of goveitHdeat, He 
then concludes, 

* Perhaps I am now, by t)iis decided declaration, increasing the multitude of 
« charges that have been brought against me by the aristocratic party for these ten 
' years past, and for which they have ever sooght to be revenged : but in proportioa 
« as I find myself persecuted by such men, so does the estimation in which I hold 
* myself rise in my bosom.' 

This letter, printed separately, was dbpersed all over the canten <^ Basle, and soon 
found its way throughout the territories of the confederacy. 

3F« 
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CHAP. French republic. Having been sent to Paris on a public mis- 
g sion, he there concerted with La Harpe, and other malcon- 
tents from the Pays de Vaud, and jointly with them framed a 
new constitution, which, without the least retrospect to the 
difference and variety of local, moral, and political circum- 
stances, was meant to be enforced in Swisserland by an host 
of armed apostles. 

Ochs, and his co-operators, were well acquainted with the 
impatience with which a great part of the peasantry of Basle 
bore, what had been represented to them as an intolerable 
aristocratic servitude; and among these, accordingly, appeared 
the first symptoms of an open resistance to the established 
authorities. The artless peasants had been persuaded that they 
were not free, because they were not admissible into the su- 
preme council, because they could not practise trades within 
the city, and because they were restrained from planting trees 
of liberty at their pleasure. Le Grand, and others of the de- 
mocratic party, were deputed to appease them : but these 
assisted them in drawing up three fundamental points, the ac- 
ceptance of which was to be the basis of an accommodation. 
They previously declared that the people would ever consider 
themselves as a part of the Swiss nation : but in return claimed, 
1. an unqualified admission of liberty and equality, and the 
inalienable rights of men ; and hence the introduction of 
a representative government : 2. an intimate union between 
the citizens and peasantry founded on the principle of perfect 
, ^equality : and 3. a speedy convocation of a national assembly. 
This declaration of rights** having been signed by seven of 

^ They actually gave it the name of Magna Cbarta, and prefixed to it the high 
sounding expletives^ liberty, equality, unanimity, confidence. 
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the leaders, was, by a numerous band of the peasants who had chap. 
previously destroyed most of the castles of the bailiffs, con- ■— »«» 
veyed into the city ; and, on the twentieth of January, it was 
accepted by the expiring magistracy, who instantly recalled 
their deputies at Arau, suffered a tree of liberty to be planted 
with great exultation in the city, and on the fifth of February 
resigned their authority to a deputation of sixty, selected from 
all ranks, who, under the direction of a president, were to hold 
the reins of government until the new constitution, founded 
upon the principles of the Magna Charta, should have ac- 
quired its due consistency. Thus was Basle the first branch 
which dropped off from the venerable tree of the Helvetic 
confederacy, and gave an example which others soon followed 
with as much levity as infatuation. 

The plausible insinuations of Ochs and his associates, and The French 
the alternate threats and blandishments of Mengaud, would gud;^*^^^*^ 
perhaps have been less effectual towards producing this defec- 
tion, had not French forces spread all around the canton, and 
offered a sure protection to all who were inclined to favour 
the revolution. The county of Porentru, taken a few years 
before from the see of Basle, having been formally ceded to 
France by the treaty of Campo Formio, was now converted 
into a department by the name of Mont Terrible : but the 
Bishop of Basle still retained the' Erguel, bordering on the 
canton of Berne, and avowedly within the limits of the Hel- 
vetic republic. Regardless however, of this title to security, 
and without assigning the most slender motive, the French 
general, St. Cyr, entered it suddenly towards the end of the 
preceding year, took possession of it in the name of the 
republic, declaring, that France succeeded now to all the 
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property, domains, rights, and prerogatives of the prelate. 
Upon this ground the general even seized the episcopal palace 
at Basle, which necessarily introduced French troops into 
that city. 

The small republic of Mulhausen, one of the allies of the 
confederacy, being surrounded on all sides by the French de- 
partment of the Upper Rhine, saw itself compelled by its 
locality, but not till after two years of blockade and famine, 
to demand the protection of, and, on certain conditions, to be 
incorporated into, the French commonwealth. Thus was 
Helvetia, on this side also, deprived of a territory of upwards 
of two hundred and fifty square miles in extent, and contain* 
ing between twenty and thirty thousand inhabitants; and 
Berne saw a frontier of near twenty miles laid open to the 
French. In the days of Winkelried, and the great Erlach, an 
insult of far less magnitude would have instantly roused the 
whole nation into arms ; and, with these united arms, it would 
either have perished, or compelled redress. 

The borderers on the lake of Zuric now acted the part, 
respecting this canton, which the peasants of Basle had done 
towards their government. Some symptoms of disaffection 
had long since appeared among this people, especially among 
the opulent manufacturers of the rich town of Staefa: but 
because no foreign abettors were at hand, the disturbance was 
soon quelled, and, except a few fines and imprisonments, no 
rigour was exerted against the insurgents. Some of them 
however, who had fled into foreign countries, returned about 
this time, and brought with them promises of support, which 
soon excited fresh troubles. The government, in order to 
pacify them, granted certain demands, released eleven of the 



THE HELVETIC CONFEDERACY. 40f 

former insurgents, and even returned some of the lines. Bod- chap. 
mer, an aged inhabitant of Staefa, a man of great authority ■ 
among his neighbours, was of the number of the discharged 
prisoners ; but though pardoned, he could not forgive the 
sentence that had been pronounced against him. The rejoic- 
ings all along the lake, on this occasion, were excessive, and 
ominous of the short duration of the new order of things. 
Bodmer, and a few leading associates, established central com- 
mittees, and in their name demanded the redress of some 
further grievances, and above all, an extension of their privi- 
leges. Having made a few concessions, the government now 
issued a strict order for a general armament, which instantly 
gave rise to fresh remonstrances and discontents. The bor- 
derers in particular (whom the French soon after found it 
necessary to disarm) shewed themselves the least disposed to 
co-operate towards the preservation of the country, and still 
pressed for a thorough reform in the govern n>ent : and the 
sufweme council, at length, seeing no other means of restoring 
tranquillity, agreed to an extraordinary convention of one 
hundred members, chosen out of all the different ranks^ to 
whom was committed the charge of new-modelling the state. 
These drew up a set of articles, similar to the Magna Charta 
of Basle, which was ratified by the burgomaster, great and 
little councils, and the body of citizens ; and by virtue of these, 
the old magistracy retained only the temporary and feeble 
authority of a provisionary government. These» jointly with 
the convention, attempted once more to call forth the contin- 
gent for the deifence of the country, but collected only a small 
and dispirited number ; the summons being in general an- 
swered by proposals for fresh emendations: nor wwe the 
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troubles at all allayed by the ready and unqualified concessions 
of the various momentary magistracies that were successively 
attempted.*" 

Similar revolutions, rather the effect of imitation and the 
pusillanimity of the rulers than of necessity or compulsion, 
took place about the same time in various other cantons. 
Lucem confirmed a Magna Charta on the thirty-first of Janu- 
ary. ShafFhausen planted the tree of liberty on the eighth 
of February ; and Soleure, not without much opposition on 
the part of a numerous nobility and clergy, and even of the 
generality of the country people, issued, on the eleventh of the 
same month, a declaration, asserting the liberty and equality 
of all ranks in the community. At Friburg the parties ran 
high ; but neither of them obtained any decisive advantage. 
In the small cantons, the friends of innovation were not 
numerous enough to effect a change ; and the magistrates, 
uninfluenced by fear, did not see how they could possibly re- 
volutionize their governments into a more democratic form. 
They did not, hovvever, hesitate fully to emancipate their 
subject bailiwicks, on whose inhabitants they conferred equal 
rights with their own people ; and thus did the Thurgau, the 
Marches, Sargans, and the Rheinthal, receive an extension of 



^° Leonard Meister, a professor at Zuric, has published a tract> on tbe Progress of 
ibe Political Commotions in Swisserland, Zuric, ^79^* 8vo. in which he displays, 
and labours covertly to justify, the series of new plans for a reform of government* 
proposed by different dubs and associations in his canton, which they always brought 
forward in answer to the urgent solicitations of the magistrates to march to the relief 
of Berne. These sorry politicians thought it, no doubt, wise to insist upon repairing 
a house which was on fire. ' Ita res se habet, ut plerumque, qui fortunam mutaturus 
' est Deus, consilia corrumpat, efficiatque, quod miserrimum est, ut casus in culpam 
' transeat.' Vel. Paterc. Hist. Rom. ii. ii8. 
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privileges which it had been better had they always pos- chap. 
sessed them. The Abbot of St. Gallen saw himself compelled ^' 
to grant valuable immunities to his subjects of the old district^' 
and Tockenburg : and, such is at times the infatuation of 
men, that even the inferior clergy of the lower Valais were 
not deterred by the example of their brethren in France, who, 
by counteracting their higher orders, brought on their own 
ruin, from joining the disaffected in their districts, who, in 
vain however for the present, strove to eflPectuate a revolution. 
Thus was the old venerable confederacy now virtually 
dissolved. The deluded advocates of innovation prognosti- 
cated that by thus approximating to the French form of 
government, they should deprecate the violence with which 
they had been threatened ; and, at least, obviate the greatest 
calamity that could befal their country, the invasion of a 
fcnreign army : and they vainly augured that it was now 
needless for them to arm at all. The promoters of these 
partial revolutions flattered themselves that, if the directory 
should have recourse to any compulsive means, it would be 
individually in their favour, and in order to raise them to the 
pre-eminent stations, at which they were ambitious to arrive. 
Vain hopes I fifty thousand bayonets socm proved the direc- 
tory to be well apprized that this, once happy, country 
possessed public treasuries, opulent families, numerous arse- 
nals; and, above all, that it was a country whence they 
would be enabled to awe most of the great powers of 
Europe, and from which, as they had learnt from long ex- 
perience, they might derive the best reinforcements to their 
armies. These, and by no means the modifications of the 

>' Alii Lands€bqffl ; the peculiar domain of the abbot round ihe ciiy. 
VOL. lU S G 
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i were the real objects of the depredators, who had industriously 
fomented these disorganizing conflicts. 
Conduct of The canton of Berne, till now the pillar of the confederacy, 
and the main, at least at this time, the ostensible object of the 
French revolutionary projects, seeing itself now surrounded 
by dangers, openly deserted by some of its allies, dubious of 
the intentions of others, with two formidable armies pressing 
hard upon its frontiers, harassed moreover by some of its own 
members, and divided in its councils, pursued measures which 
were alternately feeble and audacious, often contradictory, and 
at all times undecided. Those among its rulers who were im- 
pressed with the remembrance of the untarnished glory of their 
ancestors, and of the trophies of Sempach, Laupen, Granson, 
and Morat, and thought they ought not to survive their inde- 
pendence, prevailed for a while, and obtained a decrfie for 
sounding a general alarm throughout the Helvetic states, and 
arming the nation. Abundance of loyal addresses came from 
all parts of their canton, especially from the Oberland ; and 
multitudes flocked to the capital, animated with an ardent 
zeal for their country's cause, and fully bent to maintain, at 
the hazard of their lives, the constitution under which they 
had prospered for so many centuries. The other cantons, as 
might have been expected, proved remiss ; and some of them, 
being jealous of the preponderancy Berne had long main- 
tained, were utterly averse to contribute to its defence, in 
which they were not aware how much their own security was 
implicated. 

Colonel Weiss was, at this crisis, sent into the Pays de 
Vaud with dictatorial powers, and ordered to suppress the 
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^central club at Lausanne^ and the various committees in the chap, 
other towns, to repossess himself of the castle of Chillon^ -^ :_ 
and to pfocldim martial law throughout the country.'* This 
semblance of severity soon provoked a resistance, which the 
malcontents well knew would be vigorously seccmded by the 
•forces that now lined the frontiers : but, what far exceeded 
their expectation, even the diet that was still sitting at Arau, 
sent a messenger to Berne,. earnestly recommending the repeal 
of the martial law, and exhorting iShe government to comply, 
as far as possible, with the wishes of the people. Under these 
circumstances, the feeble exertions of colonel Weiss, 'V and the 
approach of a body of troops from Berne, rather served to 
•irritate than to allay the spreading spirit of insubordination. 
The colonel had now recourse to alternate expedients of ill- 
timed menaces and compliance : he endeavoured to sooth some 
withpromises and commendation, and to intimidate others by 
a denunciation of immediate punishment. He boasted of his 
long and meritorious services, of his love of liberty, and his 
tenderness for the prosperity of the people. He wandered 
from place to place ; and at length, finding his residence at 
and near Lausanne equally unprofitable and irksome, he fixed 
his head quarters at Yverdun, where he finally published 
his well-known exhortation to his countrymen,'* in whicb^ 

3» The martial law, though decrerd, was, in fact, never proclaimed. 

3' The colonel, in this critical juncture, having received peremptory orders to 

proceed without delay to suppress the revolutionary glulr at Lausanne, and to put the 

Pays de Vaud in a state of defence, remained four days at Moudon to finish his tract, 

: Reveilktz vous Suhses ; and employed a whole week, after his arrival at Lausanne, in 

correcting the sheets of that publication. 

^* It can hardly be necessary to repeat that this was his boasted paraenesis ReveilUz. 
vous Suisses. 

3G2 



4ia THE HISTORY OF 

CHAP, among abundance of declamation, he advanced truths^ which 
^gg^L^^ at another time would probably have made considerable im- 
pression upon minds not absolutely predisposed to reject their 
evidence." 

Encouraged by such prospects of success, the numbers of 
disaffected increased sufficiently to induce them to take up 
arms, and declare their country independent of the canton of 
Berne. They seized all the fiinds destined for public uses ; 
expelled the bailifi^ from their various castles and jurisdictions ; 
and sent to the French commander requesting that he would 
take effectual measures to rid the country of the Bernese troops 
that still remained aoKMig them. General Menard, who had 
now taken the command of the divisicm of Massena, was im- 
Autier's re- patiently expecting a requisition of this nature ; and without 
P"^^®* delay sent, on the twenty-fifth of January, his adjutant Autier, 

with a written message to colonel Weiss, declaring that unless 
, he immediately evacuated the whole district which had now 

asserted its independence, he would instantly compel him to 
it at the head of his division. Autier, travelling in a carriage, 
was attended, not by a trumpet as is usual on similar occasions, 
but by two French hussars, and two Vaudese dragoons. On 
entering the village of Thierens, not far from Yverdun, he was 
suddenly shot at by two sentries stationed at this post, and 
in the fray that ensued the two hussars were killed. The Swiss 
who relate this encounter assert that the patroles having, in 

^' The whole tenor of Weiss's conduct has to many appeared ambiguous ; and he 
has been described as a man of more vanity than wisdom and true patrioeism. He 
printed in April last a laboured Yindication of his conduct entifled, Dw d&mt <f# ia 
revolution Suisse : ou defense du cy^devant general de Weiss contre ses de'iracUurs* 
We expect to have the thanks of our readers for not entering into tWs tedioss con- 
troversy. 
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the dusk of the evenings challenged the unknown passengers, chap. 
had, instead of an answer, received several cuts from the sabres ■ ■ '■ . 



of the hussars, by which one of the men had been severely 
wounded ; and that this man, not being able to resist the pro« 
vocation, had fired his musket, and thus given rise to the 
^rmish. As this affray gave the first shadow of pretence to 
the hostilities immediately after commenced by the Frenchi 
the government of Berne instituted a formal inquiry into the 
circumstances attending it ; and it cannot be doubted that, 
in the perilous state in which they found themselves, they 
would have inflicted some exemplary punishment on the two 
sentinels, had they been any way delinquent. No fact seems 
better attested than that these men were not the aggrrasors ; 
and yet the French kid hold of this pretended outrage to 
justify their long premeditated invasion. Autier returned has** 
tily to his head quarters ; and general Menard on the next 
day led his troops into the Pays de Vaud. The executive 
directory sent, on the fifth of February, a message to the legis- 
lative assembly, stating the particulars of this transaction, in 
a manner which could leave no doubt of the steps that would 
be taken to avenge the insult. 
No deliberation in the council of Berne was perhaps ever so Delegates 

1 , , • ^ ^1 assembled at 

momentous as the present, when the very existence of the state Berne, 
seemed to depend on the resolutions now to be taken. A few, 
even among the most zealous but dispassionate patriots, who 
perceived that nothing short of abscdute submission would 
satisfy the avidity of the invaders, and who were not blinded 
concerning their inadequate means of resistance, were of opi-- 
nion that the hour was now come, when a voluntary and 
unconditional surrender would be the best policy : but in this 
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CHAP, the prevailing party was far from coinciding. Full of confi- 
■' dence in the numbers they had collected, and in the loyalty 

apd courage their people had at all times manifested ; auguring 
also that the extravagant demands of the French plenipoten- 
tiaries at the congress of Rastadt would ere long give rise to 
a new coalition, which, now that the danger had reached 
them, they would gladly have joined ; they obtained a decree 
for a further prosecution of vigorous measures, or at least to 
persist in asserting their independence. Not long before 
Menard's open invasion, the council of Berne, with a view to 
inspire confidence, and engage the affections of the people, 
had called together delegates from all the German districts of 
the canton, m order to consult wkh them on the preserit urgent 
emergency, and to assist in digesting a plan for new model- 
ling the constitution into a representative form, not doubting 
that this compliance would avert the enmity of the rege- 
nerated nation. This deputation, jointly with the council, two 
days before Au tier's repulse,^* issued a proclamation couched 
in the most pathetic language, stating the great accession of 
vigour the state had acquired by the present unanimity of its 
members, acknowledging sonrie defects in the constitution, and 
promising a speedy and effectual reform of all abuses. Having 
at the same time relinquished all hostile attempts upon the 
Paysde Vaud, and vainly conceiving that they had complied 
with all France could demand of them ; they wrote to the 
executive directory claiming a return of friendship and confi- 
dence,^ and demanding that, after this happy reconciliation, the 
troops of the republic might be ordered to withdraw from the 

^ February the third. This address was at the time considered as a most impressive 
exhortation^ from which great effects were expected both at home and abroad^ 
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Helvetic territories, Mengaud, to whom they sent a deputatiou chap, 
of the same tendency, eager to counteract the salutary effects ^' 
which the conciliatory declaration of this new government 
might produce upon the people, sent a peremptory demand of re- 
dress for certain insults the partizans of France had sustained 
in the town of Arau ; and moreover that the wlK)le government 
of Berne, even with the modifications lately introduced, should, 
unconditionally and without delay, resign its authority, and 
make room for a provisionary council, from which the qIcJ 
magistrates should be excluded. He added that the rejection of 
this proposal would be the signal for the march of the French 
troops to the capital of Berne." 

In order the more effectually to promote the object of his Plan of a 
mission, Mengaud distributed in great abundance, and in dif- tution. 
ferent languages, a plan for a new Helvetic constitution, which, 
according to the French, Cisalpine, and Batavian standard, 
was to be one, indivisible, purely democratic and representa- 

'' Mengaud thought it no doubt a humorous piece of pleasantry to parody the Creed 
in the following manner. * I believe in one indivisible constitution j conceived with 

* joy in the bosoms of all sound patriots of Helvetia ; born of freedom, which had 

* suffered under the oligarchies, and had been depressed in the principal regions of 

* Swisserland : but after three centuries, it rose again from the dead ; ascended intp 

* the hearts of the regenerated Helvetians ; from whence it will come to take vengeance 

* of the tyrants, their fellow citizens. I also believe with great confidence in a general 

* patriotic assembly of the Swiss ; a communion of select, well-disposed, free-minded 

* citizens of the thirteen cantons and their allies; the remission of all oppressive taxes ; 
< the resurrection of all the natural rights of men ; and a perpetual freedom and 

* equality of the people.* Mengaud circulated likewise a similar parody of the 
Lord's prayer. He appears throughout to have been a man devoid of all principte, 
M. Mallet du Pan saw him arrive at Zuric with a German prostitute, the sister of a 
carrier, who acted as his interpreter : and yet this man in his official papers boasted 
of his virtue, his morals, his loyalty, and of the respect that was due to his cha- 
racter. * . . . 
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CHAP, tive ; the whole country being for this purpose distributed into 
twenty-two departments, of which the boundaries were accu- 
rately defined. The Swiss thought they might still be per- 
mitted to canvass a proposal which so immediately and so 
essentially concerned them. Some of the most sagacious 
among them foreboded, that this new constitution would 
inevitably prove highly detrimental, if not ruinous, to the whde 
nation. * Our country,' they said, * craggy and barren in most 
' parts, can only secure itself against the convulsions of nature 

* to which we are incessantly exposed, by a great frugality in 
' the government, and an absolute exemption from taxes. The 

* great economy of our administrators has hitherto admitted 

* of this exemption : but how shall we provide for the salaries 

* and gratuities of directors, representatives, and the multitude 
^ of substitutes the new constitution will require ? How shall 
^ we pay and maintain the army this constitution necessarily 

* demands ? ^n army, the sole purpose of which will be to in- 

* volve us in foreign wars. A country,' they added, • like ours, 

* divided by deep chasms and enormous precipices, containing 
^ a people so various in language, cultivation, and manners ; is 

* such a country calculated for an indivisible and close union, 

* such as is prescribed by this constitution ? is not the foede- 
< ration that has till now held us together the only tie that 

* suits our sequestered districts f will the democratic cantons 

* patiently exchange their domestic, parental governments, for 
' the mere passive right of electing representatives to a distant 

* convention ? and will not, after all, this code, constructed at 
' Paris, manifestly not for our advantage, convert our country,. 
' as it has done Holland and Lombardy, into a mere tool in 

* the hands of the French directors^ who know that they may 
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* better influence a national assembly, than the four and twenty chap. 

• sovereignties of which our country has till now consisted ?' ' 



The government of Berne, at the same time that it sent to 
Mengaud, deputed also the treasurer Frishing, a constant 
advocate in favour of the neutrality, and the senator Tscharner, 
to general Brune, who now commanded the French army in 
the Pays de Vaud, to solicit the privilege of reforming their 
constitution without a total revolution, or the interference of 
foreign power. The general, who expected considerable rein- 
forcements, and a co-operating army from the bishoprick of 
Basle, held a conciliatory language ; but pretended a deficiency 
in his instructions for a negociation of this nature, which 
however he intimated would undoubtedly be removed by the 
fresh orders he should demand from his directory. Meanwhile 
he proposed an armistice of fourteen days, which was readily An Arnais- 
accepted, and concluded on the fifteenth of February, and was 
hence to expire at sun-set on 'the first of March. What 
degree of confidence the government of Berne placed in the 
professions of Brune it is needless to inquire, since they could 
not be blind to the necessity of preparing against an attack : 
and, confiding no doubt in the justice of their cause, buoyed 
up also by the alacrity and enthusiasm displayed by their 
people, and still looking for a new coalition of the sovereigns 
whose thrones were menaced with destruction, they resolved, 
with more courage than probability of success, to bid defiance 
to a power which, after six Woody campaigns, had triumphed 
over most of the great potentates of Europe, and now possessed 
an army of four hundred thousand intrepid and well disciplined 
soldiers, who considered themselves as the conquerors of 
Europe ; whose rapid career, neither the tactics of the best 
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CHAP, trained, nor the wild impetuosity of the half savage bands 
' that were led out against them, haiibeen able to impede ; and 
for whom no craggy or snowy precipice had been inaccessible, 
and no torrent too wide or rapid. 
Berne arms. Some of the leaders at Berne, who were most indignant at 
the contemptuous treatment they had met with from the 
French emissaries, and dreading the underhand practices of 
that wily as well as enterprizing people, urged the necessity 
of making a speedy appeal to the sword. Among these was 
the veteran d'Erlach, formerly a general in the French ser- 
vice, and now commander in chief of the Bernese forces. On 
the twenty-sixth of February he came to the great council^ 
demanded full powers to act according to the exigencies of the 
times, and was, without much opposition, authorized to pursue^ 
immediately after the termination of the armistice, such mea- 
sures as should to him appear most eligible. He accordingly 
arrayed all the forces that had been collected, consisting of 
about twenty-two thousand men, and formed a plan for a 
general attack in the night, between the first and second of 
March. He distributed the army into three grand divisions, 
forming a line near one hundred miles in length, from Soleure 
on the right, along the Aar and the lakes of Morat and Neu- 
chattel, as far as Friburg, which city covered the left. The 
colonels Buren^ Graffenried, and Wattewille commanded 
severally these divisions, each of which, subdivided into co- 
lumns, had its particular destination in the grand atack that 
was to be made in concert on all the posts of the enemy. A 
detachment stationed in the valley of Or mont, was at the same 
time to fall upon Aigle, and proceed from thence to Vevay, in 
order to harass the rear of the invaders. 
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At the same meeting of the council however, which granted chap. 
these powers to Erlach, appeared an adjutant from general , 
Brune, who announced that his chief, having received unlimited 
authority to treat for an accommodation, desired that the 
government of Berne would send to him deputies equally 
authorized for that purpose^ Frishing and Tscharner were ac- 
cordingly once more deputed, and met the general at Payerne, 
to which place he had advanced his head quarters. The 
conditions he here prescribed as an uhimatum were, 1. The Bmnc'sUi* 
abdication of the present tnagistrates, and a provisionary 
government to be invested with powers to frame a new con- 
stitution, founded on the principles of liberty and equality : 
2. all persons confined for political opinions to be immediately 
released ; and 3. all the troops, as well of Berne as of the other 
confederate states, to be dismissed without delay. These terms 
being complied with, he engaged to withdraw his forces, and 
that no French soldier should ever after enter the Helvetic 
territories, unless required by the new magistracy. An answer 
was demanded in four and twenty hours, nearly the term at 
which the armistice was to expire. On dismissing the deputies, 
Brune published a proclamation, couched in the most con- 
ciliatory language ; calling upon the people to lay down their 
arms ; and protesting that they had nothing to fear for their 
personal safety, their religion, or their political independence, 
all which he solemnly declared his government guaranteed 
to them without reservation. * Be free,' he concluded, * the 
* French nation invites you to it : nature ordains it/ Mengaud 
at the same time addressed to the people a severe philippic 
against their oligarchies, protesting that he was holding to 
them the language of simple truth ; and uttering warm efRi- 

3H 2 
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CHAP, sions of tenderness and commiseration ; * we offer you peace/ 

" he subjoins, ^ why will you have war ?' Deputies from Basle 

were also ready at Berne to offer their mediation ; and they 

insinuated that Zuric, Lucem, and Shaffliausen concurred with 

them in recommending a speedy compliance. 

The firmness of the magistrates forsook them on being 
apprized of these occurrences ; or rather the minority, which 
favoured revolutionary principles, availing itself of the absence 
of JErlach, and a great number of officers who were likewise 
members of the council, prevailed, and obtained a repeal of the 
full powers that had been granted to their general. They 
moreover decreed the abdication of the government, and 
sent a deputation to Brune to make a tender of this abject 
submission. 

Erlach had completed his arrangements for the general 
attack, which was intended for the second of March at four 
in the morning, when he received the fatal countermand, 
which in fact deprived him of his authority. Thunder- 
struck at the unexpected intelligence, he flew to Berne, and 
endeavoured to obtain a repeal of the disgraceful surrender. 
Failing of success, he hastened back to the army, where the 
suspension of command, the reports of the fluctuations in the 
government, and the suspicions that had been industriously 
spread among the men of the treachery of their leaders, had 
excited a spirit of insubordination, which soon broke out into 
acts of mutiny, and spread confusion throughout the ranks. 
Though himself oppressed with grief, and fired with indigna- 
tion, he yet soothed, he argued, he promised to lead to the 
enemy, and still laboured to support the drooping spirits of 
his officers. 
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When the ignominious deputation fro«i Berne arrived at the chap. 



X. 






bead quarters of Brune, he had already received intelligence of . 
the arrival of general Schawemburg in the bishoprick of Basle!, 
with a force which rendered him far superior to the enc^y he 
now determined to encounter. The object erf the truce was, 
np doubt, the obtaining time for securing this ascendency, 
/which was moreover greatly increased by the arrival of an 
• ample lyain, particularly^ of horse-artillery, which htfd hitherto 
; . t^n iinloiown to the Swiss in their internal wars. Brune 
:\:^iti^^^^ apprized of the pusillanimity of the magis- 

^.^ratii^^^ and of the state of insubordination of their 

r tin3()S, ii^ the proffered submission, and demanded an 
|.'t;V\ jiaB&ediate dismissal of the army, and in fact a surrender at 
I >-h vf;dfscret^h* AU parties at Berne shuddered at this austere 
;!i f • .coriiitiiand ; and the council re-assembling, issued a fresh order 
i V Y for the attack, at the hour and according to the plan pre-con- 
/ ' : certed by Erlach. 

: :\^ Brune, who probably wanted a further respite, sent to offer a further 
: a prolongation of the truce fpr thirty hours, * to afford time 

• to the Berners,' as he expressed himself, • to redress the in- 

* juries they had committed.' '' The council of Berne, willing 

** The CTidcnce of this prolongation of the truce rests upon the positive exprcsw 
sipo of general Brune in his dispatch to the directory^ of the 14 Ventose (4th March) 
in the words given in the text. As this extended the armistice to the morning of the 
4th of M|irch> and the French hence manifestly hroke the engagement^ there is no 
doubt but that the advocates for French fidelity will find some subterAige for excul- 
pating this base transaction. The counter-order of the council of Berne> however> 
which could have no ground but such a prolongation, is a corroborating proof of its 
having been conceded ; and until some very convincing arguments can be adduced to 
invalidate these proofs* the French must submit to the reproach of having, in this in- 
stance, forfeited their honour. Posselt, with less candour than we have usually found 
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to grasp at every shadow of hope, sent, two hours after the 
last order had been dispatched, another injunction to postpone 
hostilities, and wait for the event of further negociations. 
The army upon this could scarce contain its indignation, and 
be restrained from acts of violence. Printed papers had been 
distributed by French emissaries among the men, to caution 
them against the treachery of their leaders, who, it was 
asserted, had sold them to France. '• General mistrust and 
€(mfusion pervaded all the ranks, which were not a little in- 
creased by intoxication, to which the men, invited by the 
country people, freely gave way in their frantic rage. 

Such was the state of the Bernese army, when, early on the 
second of March, Erlach, who was with the centre division 
near Morat, heard ihe report of cannon, and soon after re- 
ceived intelligence that both his wings had been attacked by 
the enemy. He learnt at the same time, that on the preced- 
ing night, even before the expiration of the first arniistice» 
general Schawemburg had, by order of Brune, attacked the 
castle of Dornach, at the northern extremity of the canton of 
Soleure ; the place near which, three centuries ago, the Swiss 
had fought their last battle in defence of their long contested 
liberty,^ and at which they now spilt their first blood in 
support of their dear bought independence. After several 
repulses, the place surrendered on the ensuing day ; and the 

in his annals, takes no notice whatever of this breach of faith, nor even of the evidence 
contained in BruneV dispatch ; an omission which, as he cannot but have known the 
fact, no doubt implies a strong symptort of conviction. 

^ Many of these papers were found upon the men, some of whom produced them 
in justification for their having assassinated their officers. 

** See vol. ii. p. 69. No foreign army had from that day (July 22, 1499} until 
the present year ventured over the confines of Helvetia; 
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castle of Thicrstein, likewise the seat of a bailiff of Soleure, chap. 
fell into the hands of another detachment, not, however, until 
the governor hiad laid down his life in defence of the post 
committed to his charge. 

Forty-six thousand French troops, of whom nearly one half 
had lately arrived from the Rhine, had availed themselves of 
the darkness of the night, and advanced upon the principal 
posts of the Swiss army, which, besides being beyond measure 
agitated, did not expect to be so soon engaged. Before day- 
break, on the second of March, a column, guided by some base 
traitors, invested the village of Lerignau, between Bienne and 
Soleure, where seven hundred and fifty Oberlanders made an 
obstinate defence against ten times their number of assail^ 
ants ; till, near two hundred of the former having been killed^ 
and as many taken, the remainder retreated. The French 
column upon this proceeded to Soleure, and Schawemburg 
sent a summons to the commandant, threatening that, unless 
he instantly surrendered, no quarter would be given to him- 
self, the garrison, or the inhabitants. The suddenness of the 
attack, and the timid indecision of the magistrates, soon com* 
pelled a surrender, on a formal capitulation, that the security 
of persons and property should remain inviolate. But this 
did not prevent four and twenty villages in the vicinity from 
being given up to plunder. The burghers were disarmed, and 
all conspirators detained in the prisons were set at liberty. 

At the same hour that Lengnau was invested, another 
column of the French army, under general Pigeon, advanced 
upon Friburg, and, iathe dark, surprised the outposts, which 
fell back into the city, and roused the magistrates, who, unsus- 
pidousof so near an attack, were sunk in sleep. The summons^ 
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CHAP, as usual, were such as might be expected from an irritated 
sovereign to his rebellious subjects. The magistrates de- 
manded a short respite in order to dismiss a body of Berners 
that had come to their assistance, and obtained an interval 
of only two hours. Meanwhile the alarm bells tolled in all 
the neighbouring villages, and a great number of peasants 
flocked into the city to reinforce the garrison. They recovered 
the arsenal, which the citizens who favoured the revolution 
had already seized ; and a message was sent to Pigeon, that 
the magistrates, being overpowered by the people, were not 
at liberty to offer a capitulation. Some howitzers were upon 
this fired against the city ; several houses were set on fire, a 
breach was made in the wall, and a few soldiers entered the 
town. The Berners, about fifteen hundred in number, per- 
ceiving that the fortifications were incapable of defence, and 
that no effectual resistance was intended by the magistrates, 
resolved to evacuate the place. They marched out with thirty 
cannon and about four thousand peasants, in sight of, and 
unmolested by, the enemy, and took post at the village of 
Saingines on the Sense, about nine miles from Berne, where 
they maintained themselv« against repeated attacks. A pro- 
visionary government, elected by the districts of Friburg, 
immediately superseded the former magistracy ; and the 
French seized all the arms, ammunition, and other effects, 
they chose to appropriate to their use. 

The surrender of Soleure and Friburg, having exposed the 
Bernese army to the danger of being flanked and turned by 
the enemy, it became necessary to alter its position, and in- 
deed to contract its front within a narrow space. The new 
line extended from Neweneck in the west, to Frauenbrunnen 
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on the north, of Keme^- which, together with the intermediate chap. 
posts of Laupen, Gumminen, Arberg, Frienisberg, and Shoep* • 



£en, covered ihe capital at the tlistance of heirfy ten miles. 
A retreat before a foreign enemy within their country, of The Swiss 
which the Swiss remembered no instance in their history, gave °^" "*^* 
fulLscope to the fury or rather delirium of the troops. The 
division ofArgau, unwilHng to share any longer in the igno- 
miny that tarfti^hed their reputation, forsook the army, and 
repaired to their respective homesi General de Buren on the 
right, found it impossible to retain above one quarter of his 
division true to their standards. In the centre division the 
mutiny a59umed a more sullen and ferocious aspect. Many of 
the battalions repaired to the posts, they themselves thought 
$t to occupy ; and hence all co-operation (the soul of military 
enterprize) Was at an end. The left division, by the skilful 
conduct of colonel Watteville, had indeed, without much loss 
or in^u]t» feUeh back into the strong posts of Neweneck, 
Laupen, a/id Gummtneh : but the disgrace of a retreat cast a 
gloom throughout the ranks, which the triumphant alacrity 
qf their foes was not cakulatdd to dispel. The auxiliaries 
from ^he other cantons, ** considemig themselves as a body of 
observation^ and. iddeed instructed by- their gcwernments not 
to,propecid,for;frQm th^ir own frontiers, and to act solely on 
the dj^fensive, kept at some distance in the rear, and separated 
soon after the discomfiture of the Bernese army. Thus termi- 

^ Their whole number never exceeded five thousand five hundred men. The bor- 
derers on the lake of {^uric having revised to }cini t\M canton did not supply more 
than fifteen hundred men. Lu^em sent twelve hundred : the small cantons about 
four hundred each : but t)ie latter, had sent the main part of thdr force against the 
French, who now attempted the^ f;-ontifrs on the side of Italy. 
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CHAP* nated the vftin parade of the soletnn oadi of onion latelj 
pronounced at Arau. 

On the third of March the couhcil of Berne ordered a gene^ 
ral alarm to be sounded throughout the country ; and all the 
roads were soon filled with swarms of peasants, old men, boys, 
women, ill armed, without order, and uninstiticted which way 
to direct thdr course. The mi^strates, as if to render this 
semblance oi vigour nugatory ^ completed at' last what tfiey 
had some time meditated ; theiinal distfolvtion of their goverh-^ 
ment : surrendmng their authority to a body of men^ hastily 
chosen by a tumultuous multitude, abundantly ^reSiM>ptiious, 
but unskilful and inexperienced, who, under the* niMii^ bf a 
provisimary regency ^ grteped the reinB,i reia>xed amd lacerated 
by the improvident hands tx> which they had hitherto been 
committed. Brune at this moment sent a formal summons to 
Befne. The confusion hereupon became extreme both in thd 
army and the city. No one knew any longer whom to obey, or 
whom to assail; whethet their magistrates^ their officers, <^ 
the Ftiench. In the eVening the divisions at Cunifiiinen and 
I^upen quitted their posts, aiid hastmied to the city. Through^ 
out the jiight, all who> retained any influence endtevoured to 
appeaae the men; but they, at day-break, surftHinded their 
chiefs, the colonels Stetler and Ryhinir; aitd stiabbed them 
With their bayonets. No sooner had they committed this 
atrocious act, but, stung^ with remorse, they returned to their 
stations, and soon after fought with matchless bravery.** 

^ On this day (M&rcli the tfaitti) thie FrencU abolished tfieosfuaiy of the Sur- 
gutidi^s ftt Moi^t I aitd the directory^ wTiicH tt^pbrted the fkct to the council of five 
hundred^ mentioned^ as t singular^ anti no doubt an omihousi toinddence, diat it was 
destroyed by the battalions <^ the Cote dX>r (the descendants of the Burgundtans) 
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' The neW' regency, now that all hopes of success had va-> chap. 
nishedy gave orders for a general attack, which however, none ^gmmmm 
believed to be meant in earnest, and few were willing to obey. 
The whole army was reduced to about fourteen thousand men. 
The posts at Neweneck and Gumminen were held by eight 
thousand^ and these had above twice their number to contend 
with. The remainder had been collected at Frauenbvutmen ; 
and Schawemburg, with eighteen thousand men (three times 
the number of the Berners) advanced with rapid strides against 
diis feeble remnant of an host, which, if inspired with confi-* 
dence,- and suffered to exert its native vigour, would perhaps 
still have proved invincible. 

No sooner had the provisionary regency established its 
destructive influence, or rather a perfect anarchy, at Berne, 
than the venerable avoyer Steiguer deposed the insignia of his 
c^Sce. Neither his precarious health, nor his advanced age,^ 
nor yet the hopeless prospect before him, could deter him from 
joining the army. In the evening of the fourth he bid a long, 
and, BB he might well forebode, an everlasting farewell to his 
native city ; and, with a brother and some other relations, went 
forth to seek death in the rank« of his devolved countrymen. 
He joined Erlach zt Frauenbrunnen. 

On the fifth, at one in the morning, general Rampon, who Last Day of 
commanded the French on the right of their army, began a dcracy. 
cannonade against, and soon after attacked, the posts at Lau- 
pen, Neweneek, and St. Gines. He not only experienced a 

on the veiy day on which the battle of Morat Iiad been fought. (Monit. March the 
14th, 1798,) It happens however^ unfortunately for the contrast, that this battle was 
fought on the 22d of June. 
♦3 He was in his 69tli year. 

3I 2 
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CHAP, vigorous resistance, but was even repulsed at the latter place. 
, The other posts indeed yielded a while to superior numbers; 

but, being reinforced by fifteen hundred men, they renewed 
the action with an ardour worthy of the glorious times of the 
confederacy. They rushed headlong among the foe, and m a 
short time compelled them to repass the ravin of Neweneck; 
and to retreat near ten miles» with the loss of two thousand 
roen^ and the whole of their artillery. The Berners lost about 
eight hundred men in this encounter ; and among the alaiti 
were found several women, who scorned to shun the perils to 
which their fathers, husbands, friends, and coliatrymen, ex* 
posed themselves.^ This victorious column was now pre^ 
paring to advance towards Friburg, when the events of the 
day, in another quarter, retarded its progress ; and cokmel 
Graflenried, who had fought with a heroism worthy of the old 
Helvetians, received orders about three o'clock, to desist from 
all further hostilities. 

About five in. the morning of this eventful day,^ general 
Schawemburg attacked on a sudden the front and each fUmk 
of the post of Frauenbrunnen ; the place where, in a horrkl 
night, the Berners, above four centuries ago, had defeated the 
Cambrian Ap Griffith, and his terrific English bands. Two 

^ The French deny the fact of women having been found among the slain in the 
fields of battle (Monit. of the 6th of April, 179S) ; but the instance of veracity given 
in note 429 page 426, will not inspire us with great confidence in the tnidi of their 
assertions : and on the other hand> general Schawemburg» in his letter to general 
Jordy, of the tenth of September, giving an account of the extermination of the Un« 
derwalders, expressly acknowledges tbat unfortunately many women bad ban cut to 
pieces in tbe bavock at Stanx. 

^' Erlach, at the dawn of day, told his aid-de-camp, ' My friend, I see the sun 
' rising ; but I shall not behold its setting/ 
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thousand horse assailed the Swiss, who had no cavalry to op- chap. 
pose ; and what galled them far more, a numerous train of ' 

horse artillery, the first that had ever passed their frontiers, 
spread death and dismay throughout their ranks. The fierce- 
ness of the resistance was unexampled. Women, endeavouring 
to obstruct the effect of the artillery, are known to have placed 
themselves before the mouths of the cannon, and to have hung 
on the wheels in order to impede their progress. The dimi- 
nished bands, seeing themselves on the point of being sur- 
rounded, fell back to the village of Urteren, where they stood 
a second conflict. Unable however to maintain themselves, 
they took post at the Grauholtz, an almost impenetrable pass, 
about four miles from Berne, where, their right being covered 
by a rock, and the left by a swampy wood, they hoped 
effectually to secure themselves by an abbatis in front. The 
struggle had been no where so obstinate, nor the carnage so 
great as at this post. At length however, an opening having 
been made in the abbatis by the artillery, and a party of the 
enemy having climbed up the rock, and turned the right flank 
of the Bernese infantry, they found this post no longer tenable. 
They fell back, but formed anew, and stood a fburth attack 
about a mile behind this last station ; and notwithstanding 
their heavy losses, and their being exhausted with fatigue and 
want of sustenance, they yet fought a fifth time before the gates 
of Berne. ^ Men, women, children, «nd the cattle grazing on 
the meadows, fell promiscuously by the bayonets, sabres, and 

^* All the accounts of the French generals to their directory, acknowledge that in 
every action the Swiss fought ov^c une rare bravour€,et tut acbarn$m€nt inconcevabUi 
and they express their surprise at the resistance made by a militia which, during three 
centuries, had scarce seen the face of an enemy within their confines. 
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CHAP, cannon of the invaders : yet these victims belonged to a people 
, who are said to have called in a foreign power to free them 

from the tyranny of an oppressive government. 

Berne throughout this awful day, heai*d the incessant roar 
of cannon and musketry from various quarters, and saw the 
last disastrous conflict under its own walls. No preparations 
whatever had been made for the defence of the city. Horror 
and despair seized all the inhabitants. In this extremity the 
new regency, in its last agony, demanded a capitulation, or 
rather a safe-guard against the licentiousness of the victorious 
soldiers ; and in the evening the city surrendered, without any 
terms but a mere gratuitous promise of protection for the per* 
sons and property of the citizens. A tree of liberty was soon 
after planted in the presence of general Brune. Frisching, 
although president of a new provisionary regency, yet a 
silent mourner over the calamities of his country, officiated 
at the inauguration. ' There,' said he, addressing the French 
general, * there is your tree of liberty : may it lM*ing forth 
• wholesome fruit I ' 

About noon, when all hopes were relinquished by the terri- 
fied regents, they dispatched the £atal order to the divisions at 
Neweneck and Gumniiaen to abstain from all further hosti- 
lities. Some of these brave, and on that very day victoriouSp 
men, retreated to the city, and others bent their way towards 
their homes in the Oberland. The latter, frantic with rage 
and despair, fell upon their ofiicers, slew their two adjutant- 
generals, Crousaz and Gumoens, and throughout the evening 
an epaulette was considered as a death-warrant. Among these 
leaders were also Steiguer and Erlach. The former, in dis- 
guise, and amidst intoxicated soldiers, peasants, and even 
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parties of light troops of the enemy, reached the lake of Thun chap. 
on foot. Extreme lassitude compelled him to seat himself .. 



on the trunk of a tree^ and there he slept a while. He then 
found ^mean^ to cross the l^;ke, and, still unknown, escaped 
the frenzy of the enraged villagers, and reached at length the 
canton of Uiiderwalden ; but he did not think himself secure 
until he entered the gates of the Austrian town of Bregenz.*^ 

The fate of the unhappy Erlach was stiU less propitious^ Eriachas- 
Unjless indeed he would have deemed it a calamity to survive the 
downfal of his country. A considerable number of ar^is, some 
artillery, and ample stores of ammunition and provisions, toge- 
ther w4th B treasure of about one hundred and $ixty thousand 
pounds sterling, hadj early in this y^isuc, been sent into the 
impr^nable retreats of Hasli and the 0\f^r}9f>di as a depot in 
case of emergency. Thitlier Erlach resolved to speed his way, 
still hoping tb^t he mpght cpUect a force sufficient to preserve 
apme ix^mnants of the now shattered republic. Being arrived 
9t Mufi^ngep, about i»kiway between Berne and T^un^ he was 
recognized by; swnp straggling soldiers, who immediately 
s^ifedi tie49 and placed him on a cart, meai^ing to convey bjm 
I^B^ne; but another party of infuriated soldiers ^nd pea- 
$lRnt9/$Q0i) after met the escort; fell upon the unhappy victim^ 
and ^m)4< horrid, fi^eam^ and execrations, strupk him \yith 
t)i«|r hatchets and baypQetSj and dispatched him. His wretched 
V^ido^. escaped a similiar fajte merely by a stupor, whiph for a 
time bereaved her of her senses. She took refuge in a solitude 

^ It will surely beunnccessary to vindkftte thisHhistrious personage ag«ia9t tke at- 
persions <rf a Iat6 writer, who doti not etcn hesitate to accuse him of treachery'. ( VkU 
Wood's View of the History of Swisserlandy'ii. ii. t. 14.) None but this writer have 
i^piieiented hhn in that disgraceful tight ; and Ml (khers agree in bestowing the most 
unqualified lincenttttin on his truly patriotic s|»rit, and heroic exertions* 
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at the upper extremity of the lake of Thun. The assassins 
having, on the following day, been interrogated concerning the 
moiivea of this atrocious deed, owned that some Frenchmen 
had shewn them letters which they assured them came from 
Erlach, in which he promised to betray his country, and to 
facilitate the defeat of his array. Mr. Mallet du Pan asserts 
this fact on indubitable authority, and at the same time records 
many instances of the devpted heroism of individuals, and 
especially of women and young girls, who fell in the several 
encounters. A senator blew out his brains rather than survive 
the freedom of his country ; and upon the whole fiothing ap- 
pears more evident, than that the fall of the confederacy can 
by no means be ascribed to the degeneracy of the people. 

The acts of violence exercised by the French soldiers in 
the city of Bern*, were perhaps not more excessive thatt might 
have been expected from an ariny circumstanced like theirs: 
but the outrages committed in the surrouhdinlg villages, which 
they alleged vsrere not included in the cafHtlilatibn j far exceed 
what is usually related concerning the atrocities of a con- 
quering army. Private insults however, soon made way- for 
public depredations. Brune proceeded without delay to the 
seizures, which there is little doubt vfere the real motive of 
the aggression. ** The public treasury, containing the accu-^ 
nfulation of above a century of perfect tranquillity, pix)8peirityr 
and strict economy,^ the public store-houses and granaries, 

^ That these treasures were wanted, and actually applied, towards fitting out the 
Egyptian expedition, is a report cpnt>bor^t€d by the coincidence of dates, and oon« 
finned by the public atowal of the commissary Rouhieres, published in several <^the 
French papers. Conf. vol. ii. p. 276.. n. 38. 

. ^ Eight hundred thousand Louis ip specie were said to have been found ia this 
treasury ; but tiiis sum, there is reason to belief e, was considerably exaggerated. 
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the arsenal, and whatever could be extorted from the patrician chap. 
families, were all sequestered as a forfeit for the resistance ' 



that had been made, and carried away chiefly to Hunningen. 
Twenty millions of livres, three hundred cannon, forty thou- 
sand stand of arms, all the utensils for the foundery of cannon, 
were the principal articles of the rich booty : and the general 
having received intelligence of the depots that had been newly 
formed in the Oberland, succeeded by threats and promises^ 
to obtain possession of this valuable accumulation. But, what 
the Swiss a few weeks before would have deemed an impossi- 
bility ; and what, had it been offered, would have been re- 
sisted with the utmost rage and indignation, — the nation was 
disarmed.^ 

The terror of the French arms, far more than any griev- New 
ances the people laboured under, soon spread riot and confusion zurlfr ^ 
throughout the cantons not yet subdued. At Zuric, even the 
provisionary government which had been established by the 
insurgents, could not prevent the further progress of faction 
and anarchy. On the seventh of March their Prefect Wyss 
arrived with the news of the surrender of Berne ; and none 
doubted but that the period was now come when they also 
were to experience all the horrors of subjugation. The im- 
pending calamity produced a hasty accommodation among the 
contending parties. On the tenth they deposed the newly 
elected magistracy, and instituted a regency still provisionary, 
but verging still more towards the unlimited forms of a pure 
democracy. All parties now congratulated each other on the 

^^ Le desarmement des babitans se continue dans toutes Us parties de la Suisse 
occupde par les Frangais. Vid. Monit. April the 5tJu Some accomits say that the 
orders for this disarmament were not strictly executed. 
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return of perfect unanimity^ and sent to Mengatid and Brune 
this peace offering of a new constitution, founded upon thti 
immutable principles of liberty and perfect equality ; to re- 
quest the friendship of France ; and to implore that no French 
troops might be sent upon their territories. 

The conduct of the small cantons, though in the end it 
availed them not, was yet far more consistent and dignified. 
The deputies of Schwitz, Uri, Underwalden, Zug, and Claris, 
met at Brunen, the spot where, after the glorious day of 
Morgarten, their ancestors had solemnly sworn to the perpe- 
tual confederacy, and unanimously resolved to resist every 
attempt to introduce innovatfons among them. Appen2el, 
St. Gallen, and other small districts, were invited to accede^ 
and they ostensibly complied. This firm determination was, 
no doubt, strengthened by motives of reRgion, which in the 
French nomenclature is scornfully denominated fanaticism. 
But, in fsict, these platn onperverted shepherds, who feared 
God, and hence honoured those whom they deemred his mini- 
sters, saw distinctly that they couk} gain nothing by a revolu- 
tion : they knew theirs to be the purest democracy that could 
possibly be effected, and they were conscious that they were 
the freest people upon earth. They dteprecated a represen- 
tative government, which ever has a bias towar* aristocracy,, 
and which they were aware would necessarily imply cerJai» 
stipends ; and they well knew that their very existence de^ 
pended upon an absolute exemption ftxwn even the most 
moderate imposts. Thefr incorporation with neighbotHing 
difitricts,. they were persuaded would* necessarily disturb the 
simplicity of theh^ patriarchal governments, and hence thrf 
unanimously decided against the adoption of the indivisibie 
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republic^ the project of which had already been circulated chap. 
among them. A declarati<xi to this purpose, conceived in 
moderate but energetic terms, was dispatched to the French 
general. They received an answer expressive of friendship, 
and declaring that the French had no intention to molest 
them ; but at the same time, an intimation was given them, 
that it was expected they would accept the new form of 
government, which it was determined should extend through* 
out Helvetia. 

Brune, being apprised of the rooted aversion the demo- 
cratic cantons harboured against a republic one and indivisible, 
promoted a plan, suggested by Castelaar, a citizen of Friburg, 
and Mangourit and Desportes, French residents, the former 
in the Valais, and the latter at Geneva, for the distribution of 
all Helvetia into three distinct commonwealths, the Rhodane, 
the Helvetian, and the Tellgmjan.'' This partition however, 
it was soon observed would have been liable to the main olqec* 
tlon which had kmg been thought the principal blemish of 
the former constitution^ the want of a centre qftmion to combine 
all the parts f and direct tbem to one object. Perhaps the prefect 
was a mere pretence to elicit the demand of an indivisible 
compact, which, being once held out as the basis of the new 
Helvetic constitution, would authorize the armed protectors 
of it to penetrate into the remotest comers of the country, 
where any opposition might be attempted against its establish- 
ment. Brune accordingly repealed the proclamation which 
enacted the three^fold governments that had already been 
organized in the Rhodane district, and issued orders for a 
meeting at Aran, of a national legislative assembly of the 

'* fthsettt 6»n<nyet enttr into the planft of tht French rtfvokidofiists. 

3K» 
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Helvetic republic one and indivisible. This was the last public 
act of Brune in Helvetia. Satiated with blood and plun- 
der, he repaired to Italy, to gather new laurels in the field 
of revolutionary conquest. He left Berne on the twenty- 
eighth of March ; and the military command devolved on 
general Schawemburg, the officer who, when the Austrians, 
having surprised Kehl, were forcing the bridge across the 
Rhine, hastily collected a party of burghers of Strasbuig, and 
with signal intrepidity repulsed the assailants. The civil 
power was vested in the hands of executive commissaries, who 
came with orders to organize Helvetia according to the new 
constitution : and here particularly begins the period of humi- 
liation this inoflfending people were destined to endure. Men^ 
of moderation and rectitude now asked ; ' Where is this 
' boasted independence the French government has so repeat- 
^ ediy pledged itself to insure to the Helvetic nations ? What 
^ freedom has a people that is not allowed to form its owft 

* constitution ? and is a stranger likely to be better acquainted 
< than the people themselves, what constitution is best suited to- 

* then: local, moral, and political circumstances ? ' The words, 
^oligarchy and fanaticism, which must be crushed,' were 
general answers to these incontrovertible positions. 

Le earlier was the first commissary. ' It is you^' he inti- 
mated in his first proclamation, ' who must maintain your 
^ generous deliverers/ This extortionary maxim he indeed 
qualified by admitting that none but members of the former 
regencies should be made to contribute towards the indispen- 
sable subsidies. Meanwhile, without instituting any inquiry 
into the condition and circumstances of individuals, he seized 
horses^ cattle, grain, and all manner of provisions, wherever 
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he could meet with them ; and the word, requisition, was novr chap. 
for the first time introduced into the Helvetic vocabulary. ' 

In a second proclamation he ordained the unconditional March 29. 
acceptance of the new constitutfon framed at Paris, and of 
late published in French and German; and into which no 
corrections, such as even Ochs, its reputed author, and other 
revolutionary patriots, had suggested,, were suffered to be 
introduced. 

This constitution, consisting of twelve articles, divided the The new- 

° Constitu^ 

whole country, including Rhaetia (which it was now decreed tion. 
should likewise be compelled into the indivisible union) into 
twenty-two departments, each of which was to send four 
senators and eight counsellors, to the legislative assembly at 
Arau, by whom a periodical choice was to be made of five 
directors, to whom the executive power was to be committed^ 
Provision was to be made for a standing army, and also for 
the organization of a national militia, to be called together as 
occasion might require. The representatives of ten depart^ 
ments** met at Arau, under the protection of twelve hundred 
French grenadiers, and on the twelfth of April accepted and 
proclaimed this constitution. Twelve departments either 
hesitated, or positively rejected the summons; and yet the 
report to the directory at Paris was, that the nation had with 
great exultation celebrated the accomplishment of this happy 
revolution. 

Geneva, about this time under the influence of Des- Geneva 
portes, of a blockade, of an impending famine, and of fifteen France. 

^* Argau^ Basle, Berne, Friburg, Leman, Lucern, Oberland, ShafFhausen, Soleure> 
and Zuric. All the eastern parts of Swisserland were most obstinately averse to the. 
prQposed innoration. 
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as had been previously agreed, established themselves in the 
city, appointed commissioners, v^ho, after due deliberation, 
declared that great deference ought to be paid to the wishes 
of the great nation. The terms of an union, recommended by 
Desportes, were soon adjusted, and were formally accepted on 
the twenty-sixth of April ; and thus ended the independence 
of this ever convulsive republic. The French agent wrote 
next day to the directory, that Geneva was in raptures at this 
happy change ; and that the Genevan branch was now worthy 
to figure in the fasces of the great republic. He immediately 
dissolved two Jacobin clubs : they had been useful ; but they 
might now prove dangerous. 
War against The rcsoIute determination evinced by the small cantons to 
Cuitons. abide by their ancient^ free, democratic, and happy constitu- 
tion, could by no means accord with the system of uniformity, 
into which, like the tyrant Procrustes, the French directory 
had resolved to model all the governments that fell within 
their grasp. This resistance y^s therefore at any rate to be 
surmounted ; and Schawemburg, preparatory to the coercive 
April 13. measures he meant to take, published a declaration, strictly 
prohibiting all intercourse with the six small eastern cantons, 
St. Gallen and the smaller districts, and cutting off all sup- 
plies they had been accustomed to receive from the neigh- 
bouring more fertile regions. This, as in the war of Zuric in 
the fifteenth century, was a death*blow to these indigent 
shepherds, whose pastures aflbrding them only cattle, milk, 
and cheese, left them destitute of many articles most necessary 
to their subsistence. The general entertained no doubt 
that this step would soon enforce compliance : and yet not 
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many days elapsed, before he found that he had been totally chap. 
mistaken in his conjecture ; this insulted people shewing a ■ 
firm resolution not only to endure the horrors of distress and 
famine, if unavoidable, but even to counteract his inhuman 
purposes by forcing a way into the neighbouring valleys, and 
perhaps, should fortune favour their valour, to turn the tide of 
affairs in this degraded country, where, the practical compa- 
rison between the comforts the people had once enjoyed* and 
the vexations to which they were now incessantly exposed, 
had already excited general discontent. The French cx>m-* 
mander who reports this first aggression (the aggrfes&iOf* 
of men whom without the least provocation he had resolved 
to starve) intimates, * that the plan of these rude mountaineers 

* was to make themselves meters of Lucern and Zuric, ind 

• thence to fall into the Argau, depose the directory, disp<?rse 
*the assembly, and thus bring about a counter-revolution, in 

* which he is confident, from the language held by the arch- 

* fiend Pitt in the British parliament, and the frequent Uldn- 

• destme visits of Mallet du Pan at Zuric, that they expected 

• to be effectually succoured by foreign powers/ 

Mere defensrve measures could now in fact no longer relieve 
this injured people ; and nothing but a vigorous excursicm 
could redress the sufferings under whfch they laboured. Ac- 
cordingly they, without delay, advanced in two columns, the April 28* 
one on the right of the lake of Zuric to Rapper^wyl and 
Feldbach, and the other on the left to the Village of Richten- 
swyl, both threatening a joint attack Oft the city of Zuric, 
On the next day another column proceeded to the ghi^ of 
Lucern, where, after declaring their intentions to be fn^ndlf 
and peaceable, they summoned the ^rison> Whidk instailtly 
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CHAP. t:apitulated. They had not been long in the city, where they 
' committed several excesses, before a report was spread that a 



French force was rapidly advancing. They hereupon evacu- 
ated the place, and withdrew to Kusnacht, between the lakes 
of Zug and Lucern. 

The French general having been well apprized of these 
several movements, sent two columns under the generals 

April 30. Nouvion and Jordy, the one to Zuric, and the other to Zug, 
which latter having reached its destination, was immediately 
presented with the keys of the city. On the same day, a French 
detachment also entered Lucern, and even obtained possession 
of the strong post at Kusnacht. Schawemburg came now 
himself to Zuric> and directed the march of two columns, 
which immediately advanced on each side of the lake. The 

May I. one on the left having reached the walls of Rapperswyl, heard 
a cry that the town was willing to surrender ; upon which they 
ceased hostilities, and were advancing without caution towards 
the gates, when a battalion of Underwalden suddenly fired 
upon their rear, and threw them into some confusion. A 
severe conflict now ensued, in which the French were at first 
repulsed ; but returning to the charge, they stormed the town, 
and took it. 

A combat far more obstinate and destructive was at the 
same time fought on the opposite side of the lake. The French 
column which advanced along that shore, commanded by 
general Fressinet, encountered upwards of five thousand Swiss, 
occupying an advantageous post behind Richterswyl. The 
French attacked with their wonted fury, but were, at the 
first onset, repulsed into the village. Having been joined by 
four additional companies, they returned to the chax^ge ynth 
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redoubled ardour, soon regained their position,. and after a six chap. 
hours struggle, they, with the aid of some artillery, at length ^' 
overpowered their obstinate opponents. The French com- 
niander acknowledged that this was the most severe conflict he 
had ever witnessed, and * that every Swiss soldier fought like a 
* Caesar/ Above three hundred Swiss fell in the field : three of 
their officers perished under their banners. Colonel Paravicini, 
who led on the men of Claris, having been severely wounded, 
quitted the field, and with his followers retired into his valley. 
The Schwitzers under colonel Reding retreated step by step, 
incessantly contending with their relentless foe. On the subse- 
quent day, they stood another conflict ; and at length, repelled May z. 
though not discomfited, they took refuge among their moun- 
tains. Above four hundred Swiss fell in these arduous combats. 
Twenty peasants armed with clubs had taken shelter in a 
house : they were offered pardon if they would swear to the 
constitution ; but they scornfully rejected the often The house 
was set on fire ; and they all perished in the flames. The 
regret and commiseration expressed on this occasion by general 
Schawemburg in his dispatch to the Helvetic directory, will 
no doubt excite sorrow and compassion ; but it will probably 
call to mind the proverbial simile of the tears of crocodiles." 

On the last mentioned day, the French column under 
Fressinet, after having pillaged and burnt several villages, 
arrived at Einsidlen. They found the abbey deserted by all 

" * Lcs amis de la cause commune ne peuvent que gcmir sur Ics mesures qu*il a 
« ftllu employer pour obtenir nos succes. Le sang d*une multitude d'habitans simples 
' et confians des campagnes^ des peres de famille egar^s, arraches a la charrue, et 
' traines au combat^ a coule. Des epouses eplorees, des enfans abandon nes, des peres 
' et meres vieux et infirmes ont a pleurer la perte de leurs soutiens et de leurs appuls.' 
Lcyd. Gaz. May 25. 

VOL. II. 3 L 
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CHAP, the monks, one only excepted, and stripped of all its treasures ; 
^* the image of the Virgin alone remaining, which it was expected 
would work miracles against the infidels. It was sent to Paris 
as a companion to the Madona of Loretto; and general 
Schavvemburg ordered the stately abbey, which he considered 
as the principal seat of superstition and fanaticism in this 
country, to be demolished. 

Short and separate truces were now concluded ; and an 

May 4. accommodation soon after took place between the French 
general and the cantons of Schwitz and Glaris. These latter 
accepted the new constitution, on condition that they should 
retain their arms and worship, be liable to no contributions, 
and that no French troops should come within their frontiers. 
These terms, far more favourable than any that had yet been 
granted, are a manifest proof of the impression the bravery of 
this people had made on the French commanders. Reding 
came as one of the deputies to Schawemburg. * Had you 

* fallen into my hands, I would have hanged you,' said the 
general. ' I would have done the same by you, if I had caught 

* you,' answered Reding. 

Zug had, on the day of the first encounter, accepted the 
constitution. Uri and Underwalden acceded to certain terms, 
the particulars of which have never been distinctly known. 
ThcVaiaii An insurrection in the Valais, fomented probably by the 
Bailiwicks clergy, who, it may be imagined, did not countenance the fana- 
furrendcr. ({(.jsm of irreligion of which the French soldiers were the 
strenuous apostles, was productive of several bloody engage- 
ments, and, after a short siege, (in which an act of treachery 
is laid to the charge of the garrison) of the taking by storm 
and sacking the city of Sion. The whole district, after this. 
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accepted the new constitution. The Italian bailiwicks, which chap. 
till now had hesitated whether they should join the Cisalpine ~ 

or Helvetic republic, declared at length for the latter : and 
thus, except the Grison country, which as yet had not felt the 
impression, either of the persuasions or the arms of the inva- 
ders ; and the bishoprick of Basle, and the cities of Mulhausen 
and Geneva, which had been incorporated in the great com- 
monwealth ; the whole of what had a few months ago composed 
a powerful and independent state, became a republic, one and 
indivisible, under the arbitrary control of five foreign dicta- 
tors, who had nothing less at heart than the prosperity of this 
once happy country. 

Le Carlier, whether he had not enforced his orders with 
sufficient rigour, or that an intrigue at Paris prevailed against 
him, saw himself in the beginning of May, recalled from 
Swisserland, and soon after placed at the head of a ministerial 
department. Previous to his leaving the country however, he 
exacted a contribution of fifteen millions of livres, to be raised, 
indeed, on the patrician families, but for which the towns 
assessed were made responsible.'* Large sums were also im- 
posed on the principal abbeys; and he ordered a strict inquisition 
to be made into the public funds, charitable as well as muni- 

*♦ Berne six, Friburg two, Soleure two, Lucern two, and Zuric three millions. One 
instance is upon record how these contributions, which were pretended to be laid only 
on the governing families, must have operated on the public at large. The chamber 
of administration of Friburg, observing that the families which had been rated could 
not possibly raise the amount of the contributions, ordered that all citizens possessed 
of ready money, should advance the same upon the security of the canton. Plate 
and all manner of effects were collected for the purpose ; and probably the impossi- 
bility of enforcing the full payment, compelled the French conunissaries to modify the 
sums : some of the contributions were even in the sequel wholly remitted. Vid. 
Monit. May 6. 
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cipal^ of all the corporations over which his power expended. 
He was succeeded by Rapinat, brother in law to the director 
Rewbel, whose rapacity has been represented in the most odious 
colours. He began his administration by causing seals to be 
affixed to all the public treasuries of Berne, Zuric, and Lucem ; 
even those out of which the casual necessities of the people 
were usually supplied^ and the poor, the sipk, and the orphans 
received their maintenance : and ordering the seals >yhich the 
Helvetic government had fixed upon them to be torn ofl^ he 
declared that these capitals were all to be considered as thescte 
property of the French republic." He also issued orders for 
accumulated requisitions, and for stillfurther contribut^)ns to 
be levied on the reduped patrician families. 

The period was now arrived when this country, drained of 
its specie, provisions, and necessaries, and kept in awe by an 
arbitrary proconsul, a numerous and expensive army, and the 
relentless passions of its own aspiring and ungrateful dema- 
gogues, could not but be reduced to a state of the most abject 
humiliation. Those, therefore, will hardly find credit who assert 
(and some there are whp have asserted) that Swisserland> 
upon the whole, at this time, enjoyed great tranquillity, and 
a considerable share of political felicity : while, in fa^qt, the 
unhappy victims of lawless power were awed into silence by the 
summary justice exerted against them by the ministers ofliberty» 
equality, humanity, and the inalienable rights of men. Perhaps 



'' On the fifth of June> Rapinat and a sub-comraissary, Rouhiere, came with an 
armed force and demanded the keys of the public treasure at Zuric. The magistrates 
having refused* Rapinat appealed to his bayonets^ and sent for a smith, who broke open 
the locks. On the eighth, the treasure was loaded on waggons to be conveyed away. 
The removal however, it appears, was countermanded. 
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in this state of things, no true account would ever have been chap. 



X. 



obtained of the real condition of the country, had we not some 
public testimonies, which the most obstinate incredulity will 
hardly know how to reject. 

The venerable, intrepid, and humane, though at times en- Lavater'i 
thusiastic Lavater, who in this instance may well be admitted 
as a competent evidence, having himself, in the early stage 
of the innovating system, inclined in favour of a reformation 
in his canton, thought himself now called upon to state to the 
French directory, and, having obtained no redress from that 
quarter, to proclaim to the world at large, thelieavy calamities 
the French had inflicted upon his unhappy country.'* 
' * What has been the motive,' he asks in the name of all his 
countrymen, 'of the heavy wars the French have of late 

* carried on against the most powerful sovereigns of Europe f 

* What ! hut to prevent those sovereigns from interfering in 

* their own internal affairs. Neither their splendid triumplis, 

* nor the preponderancy of their power, ought surely, therefore, 

* without their grossly belying their own principles, to prompt 
' tbem to direct our domestic concerns, and to compel our 
' <9bedteiace by hostile means. It is a law coeval with the 
^ world, written in every heart, and enforced by every decree, 
^ not to do to others what we wish not to have done to our^ 

* selves. What would the French therefore say were we, 
< being the strongest, to prescribe to them a constitution, 
' enforce it by the bayonet, demand enormous contributions, 
^ lead away their treasures, the funds destined for the relief of 

* their poor, their artillery, their arms, their ammunition, and 

^ This letter, repeatedly printed in different languages, bears date Z»ric, May 10, 
179S» ibe first year cj the Helvetic Sl avert. 
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CHAP. « degrade them into a state of the most abject servitude ? And 
fiS5=ssB * yet all this you, with the sounding words of liberty, equality, 

* justice, and loyalty, in your mouths, have done to us. Ye 
' came as robbers, as tyrants against a people that had never 

* offended you, under pretence of freeing us from aristocracy, 

* or what you emphatically reprobate as an insufferable oli- 

* garchy : you have imposed a yoke upon us more intolerable 

* than the most severe oppressions we have ever endured : 

* never, during our former vicious government, have we been 

* commanded in so despotic a manner as since you have con-* 

* ferred liberty upon us. Liberty, EgUALixY, are words which 
« grace the head of your edicts ; and then follows, *• Tbe 
" commander in chief orders you under severe penalties, &c/' 

* When you entered the Helvetic territories you proclaimed 
^ that your sole object was to punish the oligarchies of Berne, 

* Friburg, and Soleure. The other cantons believed you, and, 
' to their shame be it told, looked on with passive indifference. 

* Zuric complied with all you seemed to require ; it reduced 

* its government into a pure democratic form : and yet you 

* came and ordered us to accept a new constitution. We 
« silently acquiesced : a few days after, as if to sport with our 

* submission, you abruptly ordered us to accept another con- 
' stltution, still less adapted than the former to our peculiar 
' circumstances; and of this, in the language of a robber, 

* Tour money or your life^ you enjoined the acceptance, 

* leaving us no other liberty but that of obeying your high 
^ commands. 

^ We how thought we had accomplished all your arbitrary 
' mandates ; and that, consistently with your repeated pro- 

* mises, no troops of jyours should enter upon our territories. 
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* Vain hope ! you came with an armed force, which you chap. 

' quartered upon our citizens and peasants. You drained our asssssss 
' unhappy country; and, to crown our humiliation, you imposed 

* a contribution of three millions of livres upon our senatorial 
' families ; the families who, for ages, had constitutionally held 

* the reins of government, and held them without any imputa- 

* tion of abuse or peculation, certainly without extortion ; who 
' now made no struggle to maintain the exclusive authority our 

* constitution had vested in them, and against whom there- 

* fore you could not possibly bring any well founded charge. 

* The liberty you conferred on us in return for all these 

* exactions, was the privilege of parting ultimately with our 

* inestimable freedom. Does the man who kills a robber who 
< demands my purse, and then strips me naked, deserve my 

* thanks ? Ten thousand of your brave warriors declare 

* openly that your treatment of us is infamous. Infamous ! 

* what a word applied to the Great Nation ! and yet were 

* any other nation, without any ground but preponderancy of 
•. power, to proceed against you in the same manner you do to- 

* wards others, what words of more bitter execration would not 

* your glowing eloquence invent, to express your indignation P*^ 

With such heavy allegations and reproachful inferences, 
but in a language far more impressive, does this bold patriot 
arraign the counduct of the French towards his country. 
There are some perhaps who will be guarded against the 
flights of his glowing imagination : these we shall refer to a 
public document of a far more authentic nature ; the official 
remonstrance of the Swiss representative at Paris, B. Zeltner^ 
a man of revolutionary principles> who addressed to the mini- uuy zo. 
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CHAP, ster of foreign afiairs a note, which, for ambiguous language, 
j,55j-^^g fulsome adulation, and yet severe reproach and urgent solici- 
tation, has perhaps scarcely its equal. The first period points 
out the spirit of the performance, 
Zeitner's < The minister plenipotentiary of the Helvetic republic ful- 

strance. ^ fils the first and most pleasing of the duties imposed on him 

* by his constituents, in testifying to the Great Nation, and to 

* its constituted authorities, their gratitude for the benefit 

* conferred on them, of a constitution founded on the prin- 

* ciples of liberty and equal rights. Could the Helvetian 

* republicans have recovered their indefeasible rights without 

* being deprived of all the means of enjoying them, the grati- 

* tude they now profess would know no bounds. 

* Intimately connected with the French nation during many 

* centuries, by all the ties of mutual esteem, by the intercourse 

* of commerce, and treaties founded upon reciprocal advan- 

* tages, the Helvetic people would with rapture still be its 

* faithful ally, its friend, and its admirer, did not too many 
^ sufierings attend their political regeneration. Is it then 

* written in the book of destiny, that the noble gift of freedom 

* must be purchased at the price of every kind of oppression 

* which can afflict a people ?' 

These sufferings and these oppressions he next paints in 
colours which must excite compassion, if not horror. • When, 

* in conferring freedom on a people,' he continues, * you 

* clothe it in the rags of misery ; when you compel it to ex- 
^ change its gay and genuine felicity for gloomy dejectedness, 

* and all manner of vexation ; when the husbandman foregoes 
' his plough, and the artist both his work an^ implements ; 
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* when the virtuous and peaceful citizen is stript of his pro- chap. 

* perty, and all his rights are trampled upon, you have, O Great 

* Nation ! you have missed your aim. England triumphs. 

* They are not empty declamations, not vague alarms, 

* which the Helvetic minister here lays before you. He under- 
' took the solemn obligation to tear asunder an odious veil. 

* He will fulfil his duty with the frankness and simplicity 

* that has always been the characteristic of the nation he 

* represents ; and with a heart that beats only for liberty, 
' he will adduce facts, and establish them upon incontestible 

* evidence.^ 

. After specifying more particularly some of the most atroci- 
ous cruelties practised by the French substitutes, the minister 
proceeds : ^ The consequences of so irritating a conduct against 

* a people, not distracted by pleasures, nor to be awed by 

* fear, though it may be guided by gentle means, are indeed 

* alarming. It is exceedingly impolitic not to study their cha- 

* racter more attentively. This brave, but headstrong peopk, 

* adhere firmly to their religion, to their democracy, and to 

* their ancient manners. Whatever bears the semblance of 

* infidelity or outrage, revolts their honest minds, and fills 

* them with indignation. When they have nothing more to 
« lose, when urged by despair, they will yield themselves up to 

* every excess ; and Helvetia may become the theatre of scenes 

* far more horrible than those of the Vendue. The writer 
< trembles in using this language, but it is his duty to use it. 

* Not to reveal the whole truth to the French directory, were 
^ an unpardonable offence.' * 

The nature of the grievances he complains of may be 
gathered from the articles of redress he demands in the name 
VOL. II. 3 M 
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CHAP, of his republic. These were, the replacing of all the public 
aHBas^aK funds, which had been seized and carried away ; a repeal of the 
contributions laid on without the least retrospect to the abili- 
ties of the contributors ; the return of the artillery, arms, 
ammunition, and, in a word, all that the French had purloined 
from the Swiss ; an immediate reduction of the French army 
in Swisserland, especially the cavalry, and that what remained 
diould be quartered in barracks ; and lastly, that the agents of 
the French republic, as well as the commanders of the French 
troops^ should be instructed to concert their measures with the 
Helvetic government, to act only in its name, and with its 
approbation. 

Should proofs still more authentic of the sufferings and dis*^ 
c^itents of the people be required, recourse may be had to the 
formal declarations of their chief magistrates and representa- 
tives, whose language is too decisive to admit of any doubt or 
May 6. cavil. The Helvetic directors, in a letter to the commissary 
Rapinat, after particularizing several grievances, proceed in 
these words : * We cannot persuade ourselves that the direc- 

* tory of the Great Nation^ which has declared itself our friend» 
^ will consent to see us reduced to the condition of the poorest, 

* the most feeble, the most wretched of people. No, citizen 
< commissary ! the French government did not decree our 

* ruin, when it rraolved to confer liberty upon us. It disdains 

* the ungenerous fraud of an ambitious policy, which bestows 

* the name of friend on those it crushes. Our sufferings 

* must be great indeed, since our remonstrances become so 

* frequent/ 

After a sufficient time had elapsed for some reparation of 
the evils complained of in the preceding remonstrances^ the 
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same directory writes to general Schawembui^g ; * We are chap. 

* compelled to apprize you, citizen general, that the excesses 

* of all sorts with which the troops oppress our countrymen, ^*y 3«5* 

* the heavy requisitions and exactions of all kinds, which the 
^ people are unable to satisfy, have occasioned so universal a 

* discontent, that, according to the reports received this day 

* from all the subordinate magistrates, the general despair lias 

* risen to the highest pitch. Citizen general ! Helvetia and 

* Genoa have formerly owed their liberty to the excess of their 

* misfortunes, and to the immoderate use of victory 

* Perfidy alone can tell you that our ills are exaggerated/ 
Schawemburg, in answer to this letter, expressed great sur- 
prise ; declared that he had ordered all excesses of his troops 
to be severely punished ; but intimated that he had much to 
recriminate. The directory in their reply, after discussing 
the points in debate, concludes, ' It must indeed be a great 

* triumph to the aristocracy, to compare the prosperity g( the 

* Swiss before the revolution ^ with the misfortunes tliey now 
' experience. It, no doubt, calculates the degrees of calamity 

* this people may yet sustain before it arrives at absolute, and 

* the most horrid, despair. Your troops will not be confined 
' to barracks ; they choose rather to live in private houses, the 

* owners of which they vex and insult, and from whom they 

* snatch even the last morsel of bread ; while the unhappy 
« sufferers, who, as well as the administration to which they 

* look up for protection, have nothing left but the privilege 

s7 E?en general Schawemburg* on satlmg up rtie lake of Zuric> »id obsenang the 
borders luxuriant in culture and industry and with every mark of prosperity, could 
not help exclaiming* < // est cependant difficile de retrawer id les traces du despO' 

* tisme.* Vid. Monitt June the third. 

3 M 2 
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CHAP. * of making ineffectual complaints ; and can neither offernor 
■ • obtain any alleviation, having been strip|ied of the funds 



^ destined for the relief of the distressed. We appeal to the 

* justice, and to the generosity, of the French republic. We 

* formally claim the execution of the solemn promises it has 

* made to our nation and to all the friends of liberty/** 

So far from any redress being obtained to these repeated 

May 13. and urgent representations, a decree of the French directory 

invested the commissary Rapinat, the principal author of the 

depredations complained of, * with all the powers civil, poli- 

* tical, and feianciaK with all the competency, and to the full 

* extent that might be requisite for the interests of the French 

* republic ;' and this decree was strictly enforced by that rapa- 
cious delegate j who formally declared to the Helvetic legislative 
assembly, * that they were no more than a board of admlnistra* 

June 16. * tion subordinate to the French government/ About a month 
after, he wrote a peremptory letter to the assembly, urging 
the necessity of making certain reforms in the constituted 
authorities of Swisserland ; advising that two of the directors. 
Bay and Pfeiffer, and some inferior members of the adminis- 
tration, be required to resign their offices ; and recommending 
the introduction of Ochs and Dolder into the directory. On 
the eighteenth of the same month he proceeded so far as to 
annul all the powers of the public authorities, and to declare 
what nearly amounted ta martial law. * If it be true/ he say^ 
•^ that Swisserland is hitherto a conquest of the French army> 

* it is no less certain, that it belongs to the agents of the French 
^ government to direct all the operations civil, political, and 

* financial, which are to be (jarried on in Helvetia/ The 

5* Vid. Monit. July the sixths 
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principal cause of these conflicts appears to have been the chap. 
seizure of the public treasuries, and the funds for charitable ' 



purposes, which the Swiss government represented the ne- 
cessity of retaining in order to preserve their country, inces- 
santly exposed to the catastrophes of nature, from absolute 
destruction. The Helvetic government had caused the seal 
of their republic to be affixed to the public chests that still 
remained in the country, and even ventured so far as- to 
cause those which Rapinat had added to them to be torn off 
without his participation. On this occasion the enraged com- 
missary repeated his declaration, * that the Swiss had now 
* no property but what belonged to the French republic ;' 
and he actually once more ordered the treasury of Zuric to be 
conveyed away. 

The transactions which now followed were so unexpected, Rapinat dis^ 
contradictory, and seemingly inconsistent with the principles reinstated^ 
of the French government, that it will be in vain as yet to 
offer any conjectures concerning them, or any clue to unravel 
the intrigues that probably gave rise to them. The late rigor- 
ous letter of Rapinat was on a sudden disapproved, and declared 
void by a decree of the French directory. He was himself June 20. 
appointed ta the office of commissary at Mentz, and Rudler 
was named to succeed him in Helvetia. Whether it was meant 
to allure the unsuspecting Swiss into a display of sentiments 
which might furnish a handle for future severity, certain it is, 
that the rejoicings, not only in the legislative bodies, but 
throughout the country, were manifest indications of the abhor, 
rence entertained by the people of the oppressions and insults 
they had hitherto experienced ; and expressed the sanguine 
hopes they entertained that, under the influence of a milder 
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CHAP, administration, they should still be preserved from absolute 
annihilation. Thus impressed, what must have been their 
terror and dismay, when, eight days after, they were officially 
informed by general Schawemburg, that Rapinat was to con- 
tinue in his station, and that the powers vested in him were 
no ways diminished. Strange to relate, this reinstatement was 
now called a happy reconciliation: The directors Bay and 
PfeifFer, who in consequence of the {M-eceding removal of the 
commissary had resumed their stations, once more resigned, 
and Ochs and Dolder'* were reinstated by Rapinat. The 
senate declared its satisfaction on receiving from general 
Schawemburg the happy tidings that the French directory 
had continued the depositary of their authority in his former 
station. Ochs was installed in the directory by the French 
general Mounier. Congratulatory speeches,** festivals, the 
discharge of artillery, illuminations, succeeded ; and the pe<^^, 
aghast and confounded at the myst^ous alternations, partook 
of the rejoicings, though they knew not whence they arose, 
nor what they portended. 

Whatever brought on these rapid changes, or may have 
been their immediate eflfects, it must be owned, that no loud 
complaints, or even feeble remonstrances, were for a cer- 
tain interval heard either from the constituted authorities, 
or from the people at large : some reparations were even made 
for former injuries. Whether the spirit of the people had 
been effectually curbed, or whether the French government, 

'9 The election of Dolder was soon after annulled, and la Harpe appointed in his 
place. 

^ Ochs in his speech extolled above all others the virtue of gratitude» and reminded 
iiis audience of the great benefits they had received from the French repubUc. 
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unwilling to harass and perplex any longer a people that was chap. 
now prostrate at their feet, inclined to lenity, we hear of no ^' 
instances which might call for animadversion, until the act 
which crowned all former oppressions, and which, by the ex- 
termination of a people, completed the reduction of Helvetia. 

The small democratic cantons, and particularly those of. The Under- 
Uri and Underwalden, had, notwithstanding the losses they saUed. 
had sustained in their late encounters, obtained terms which 
ill accorded with the system of unity or rather of perfect sub- 
jugation which appears throughout to have been the plan of 
li)e French government. Nor could they patiently endure that 
the passes over Mount St Gothard and through the Grison 
country, which now connected several of their dependent 
rqwblics, should not be sdely and absolutely in their power. 
Never have they yet been wanting in pretences to assail a 
people, though ever so inoffensive, whenever their interest or 
hist of power urged them to the attadc. In the present in- 
stance, a civic oath binding the whole nation to the new 
constitution, was proposed or rather cnrdained by the French 
general and commissary, who at the same time alleged that, 
as this constitution had been solemnly accepted by the legis- 
lative body, it became necessary to impose on each individual 
the obligation of adhering to it. The three small cantons on 
the lake of Luc^ti, and the canton of Zug, unwilling to admit 
any closer connection with a government, the effects of which 
did not appear to them in the least inviting, and not as yet 
accustomed to sport with the sanctity of an oath, resolutely 
lefused to comply with the ordinance. The general sent them 
a threatening message ; and the new Helvetic directory ex- 
horted them to compliance, intimating the great danger to 
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CHAP, which they should expose themselves, if they persisted in their 

■ ■ contumacy. Schawemburg added to this exhortation, in his 

own hand writing ; * If the people of the forest cantons do not 

* immediately comply with the above requisition, I shall in- 

* stantly lead the army under my orders into the rebellious 
^ districts, and shall inflict a severe and exemplary punishment 

* on all the refractory/ 

It must affect all whose hearts are not become callous by 
the practice of revolutionary virtues, to read the artless, but 
surely pathetic, answer made by these simple shepherds. * Re- 

* ceive, citizen general,' they said, * from a people ever true to 

* their engagements, who among their craggy mountains have 

* no comfort but their religion, and their liberty, whose only 
^ riches is their cattle ; receive the sincere assurance that they 

* will ever give to the French republic all the proofs of their 
' devotedness, compatible with their liberty and independence. 
^ Accept also, citizen general, our solemn promise never to take 
^up arms against the Great Republic, and never to join its 

* enemies. Our liberty is our only blessing ; nor will any thing 

* ever induce us to grasp our arms, except our duty to defend 
^ that liberty !■•' 

.Even now, when reduced to such small numbers, had these 

*' 'Quid nobis tecum est ?' said the Scythian ambassadors who came to deprecate the 
invasion of Alexander^ ' minquam terram tuam adtigimus. Qui sf8> unde venias» 
' licetne ignorare in vastis silvis viventibus ? Nee servire uUi possumus> nee imperare 

* desideramus. Dona a nobis data sunt> ne Scytharum gentem ignores, jugum bourn, 
' aratrum> 8c sagitta, Sc patera. His utimur et cum amicis> & adversus inimicos : 
' patera cum iisdem vinum diis libamus. Inimicos sagitta eminus> hasta cominus 

* petimus.* Quint. Curt. 1. vii. c. 7. The reader, who will perhaps be struck with the 
resemblance in language and spirit, between this address and that of the illiterate 
shepherds of the Alps, will, we trust, not blame the insertion. 
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cantons firmly united in the support of their common cause, c»ap- 
they, favoured by the asperity of their country, might yet 
have offered some check to the overwhelming power to which 
the greatest monarchs have been compelled to yield. But even 
these, like the rest of their confederate states, like the sove- 
reigns of Europe, had ceased to act in concert : by degrees 
all declined further opposition, except the few people of 
Underwalden, who were left to make a fruitless struggle that 
ended in extermination. Schawemburg being apprized of 
their stubborn refusal, led forth his bands against them. 

It is not because it comes from the ex-director Carnot, who 
were he now in office would doubtless hold a language diame- 
tirically opposite, but because it has all the appearance of being a 
fkithful representation of the spirit which animated the French 
rulers, that we trespass upon our readers with the following 
extract. < The system of the directory is not equivocal for 

* those who carefully observe its proceedhigs. It is to establish 

* the national power, less upon the real grandeur of the 

* republic, than upon the debility and final ruin of its neigh- 
^ hours : to engage them one by one ; to treat them as friends^ 

* as long as it is expedient to paralyze them, or to derive some 
« succour from them ; and when the moment is arrived foe 

* crushing them, their fertile genius is never at a loss for pre- 
' tences to realize, respecting them, the fable of the wolf and 

* the lamb. Of this, its conduct towards the small cantons of 

* Swisserland is a glaring instfece. It was no longer the Ber- 

* nese oligarchy ; it was no longer those against whom they 

* had such heavy charges to allege, namely, those who had 

* a store of thirty millions and a liiagnificent arsenal ; it was 
' the very children of William Tell, demociftts, poor, scarcely 

VOL, II. 3N 
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CHAP. * connected with their neighbours. No matter ; they must be 
iBaas= * revolutionized : and hence the liberty which had aflbrded 

* them five centuries of happiness, that liberty which had long 

* been the envy of the French, is no longer the liberty that 
^ becomes them. The alternative of a new constitution, or 
' death, is offered them. The constitution which they thought 
' less democratic than their own, they reject. They must 

* therefore be slaughtered ; for it is clear that nothing but 

* intrigue and fanaticism caa induce them to decline this pledge 

* of their future felicity. To kill them is the best means to- 

* prevent their being any longer n;iisled by intriguers and 
' priests. And yet this handful of simple shepherds, who for 

* three hundred years have experienced no hostility, dares to 

* resist. Their republican blood is mingled with that of French 

* republicans, not to defend jointly the sacred rights of men, 

* but to exterminate each other. Impious war ! ' 8cc.** 

aod exter- We cannot surely be taxed with partiality or exaggeration, 

™*'* ' if in relating this transaction, for which the reader will please 
to find a proper epithet, we transcribe the account given by 
the French general himself of his atchievements. On the 
ninth of September, at six in the evening, he writes to the 
Helvetic directory : * You will learn with pleasure, citizen 

* directors, that victory continues faithful to the republicans. 

* We have taken possession of the district of Stanz, after a 

* combat which lasted from five in the morning to this ma- 
' ment. All that afflicts me is that this day could not be 
< terminated without all the consequences that must attend 
' so severe a conflict ; for it has cost abundance of bloodshed. 

* But tbey were rebels, whom it was necessary to subdue. — Health 

*» Apology of Carnot, written by hirnsdl 
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* and respect.— Schawemburg/ It seems then that it was an act chap. 
of rebellion in these unfortunate men, to wish to preserve, , 



among their native rocks, the cradle of liberty, an indepen- 
dence asserted by a series of heroic deeds, and handed down 
through many centuries to the present hapless generation ; an 
independence which never sought to obtrude itself upon others, 
but which was the pride, and constituted the chief happiness, 
of a brave, industrious, benevolent race, which, while it 
asserted its own rights, never molested a neighbour, nor caused 
a tear to flow from the eye of innocence. 

On the tenth of September the general wrote more fully 
to general Jordy, commandant at Strasburg. • You will learn 
with pleasure, my dear general, that we have defeated the 
rebels who had assembled in great numbers in the district 
of Stanz, where they had raised formidable ramparts, I 
could succeed no other way to envelope them than by sending 
round a column through the Oberwald. On the twenty- 
second Fructidor, I had secured the height of Mergesweil. Sept. 8. 
As soon as all was arranged for acting in concert, I directed, 
on the twenty-third at day-break, the generals Mainoni Sept. 9. 
and Muller, to fall into the valley of Stanz, and attack the 
entrechments. No sooner had these been carried by the 
bayonet, than I ordered the rnfantry to embark on the lake, 
and to invest Stanz in the rear, which place was accordingly 
cannonaded on all sides with the greatest vigour. At six 
in the evening we were perfect masters of this unhappy 
country, the greatest part of which was pillaged. The fury 
of the soldiers could not be restrained, for many of them had 
been taken by surprise and massacred. We have suffered 
greatly, which could not be avoided,consideringthe incredible 

3N a 
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CHAP. * obstinacy of these men, whose audacity bordered upon rage. 
.. * Several priests, and unfortunately also many women, were 

* cut to pieces. In a word, all that bore arms were put to the 

* sword. We had about three hundred and fifty wounded. 

* This was the warmest conflict I ever experienced. Our 

* enemies fought witlv iron wedges, with fragments of rocks : 
' in short, all imaginable means were used to destroy each 

* other. A great number of the inhabitants of different can- 

* tons were witnesses of this fierce action : their countenances 

* drooped as we advanced. The whole district of Underwalden 
^ is now subdued. The papers we have in hand prove, that if 
' we had not crushed these infatuated men, the insurrection 
' would in a short time have become general. The Helvetic 
' directory has demanded of me a military commission. If 

* your government consents to it, the principal agitators will 

* meet with their condign punishment. We have taken twelve 
' cannon, six colours, besides the arms of many individuals. 
^ Delpoint, the chief of brigade, has been wounded in the right 

* arm. We have lost several officers.' 

The following additional particulars are accurately tran- 
scribed from the narratives given by persons, who must have 
written and published under the sanction of the French 
government.** * Underwalden gave birth to Arnold of Melch- 

* thai, one of the three heroes who, on the seventh of Novem- 
' ber, one thousand three hundred and seven, first raised the 
' standard of liberty, and drove out the Austrian tyrants. From 
^ that day this liberty, and a perfect equality of conditions, were 

* the fundamental [^nciples of its popular government, and of 

* the ancient constitution, in ddence of which, the present 

^ Leyden Gazette. Anno 179S. No. XL. and XLU 
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* generation have once more abundantly bled. It is then only chap. 

* in compliance with recent usage, which ascribes the name of 

* republicans exclusively t^ the French armies, that general 

* Schawemburg says, Xh^t victory has continued true to the 
^ republicans. According to private letters, he caused the 
^ insurgent^ to be attacked at the same time on two sides : 

* they defended themselves with an incredible obstinacy. The 

* number of those who fell are estimated at about fifteen 

* hundred. The town of Stanz has been burnt ; and the in- 

* habitants who have not perished in the battle, or in the 

* devastation, are reduced to the most deplorable misery. In 
^ Stanz, only sixteen houses are left standing. It was a large, 

* handsome, pleasant, well built burgh, full of public and pri- 

* vate edifices, well worthy of notice, all which are now con- 

* verted into blazing ruins, steeped in the gore of their owners. 

* The few of these unhappy owners who survived the carnage 

* fled into the higher Alps, whither they had previously sent 

* their women, children, and some of their valuable effects. 
^ Nothing so horrid as this obstinate combat. Men of all ages,. 

* women, and even children, fought without order, without 
' able or experienced chiefs, against a host of well disciplined 
' troops, supported by a numerous artillery. The action lasted 
^ thirteen hours without intermission, and with a rage of which 

* there is scarcely any example. No one endowed with sensi-^ 
' bility but must lament the accumulated evils that afflict this^ 

* unhappy country, so worthy of a better fate.' 

Such are the outlines of the transactions of this unhappy 
day, as related by the conquerors themselves. The wretched 
victims, at once oppressed, and at no time inclined to extol 
their own actions, have given us no detail to raise the opinioa 
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CHAP, of the valour and constancy they displayed in the midst oF 
this carnage and desolation, and to call forth the indignation 
of posterity. Were all the particulars, the heroic exertions, 
the cruelties, and deep distresses of this awful day, accurately 
recorded, what subjects might they not afford for the tragic 
Muse? But such is the rapid progress of degradation, when 
a people is once subdued, that even the new erected Helvetic 
assembly of this now humiliated country, so far from priding 
themselves in this last instance of patriotic virtue; unani- 
mously decreed, that the army, which, unprovoked, had 
slaughtered fifteen hundred of their brave countrymen, the 
immediate descendents of the founders of their former liberty, 
bad deserved well of the Helvetic nation!^ 



*♦ According to the most recent intelligence^ the sufferings of the Helvetic, and espe- 
cially the Alpine nations, are now (Jan. 1800) arrived at a pitch that baffles all 
description. No socner had Massena, in September last, driven the Austrians and 
Russians beyond the Rhine, than he demanded a loan of upwards of two millions of 
florins from the cities of Basle, Zuric, and St. Gallen, which, if not paid within two 
days, he "declared should be raised by military execution. Although the Helvetic 
directory (the deluded promoters of the revolution) loudly exclaimed against this op- 
pressive requisition, yet the general persisted ; and the French directory, to whom a 
pathetic appeal was made, determined in favour of the extortion. The absolute impos- 
sibility of collecting the whole amount, it was at length found necessary to admit as a 
sufficient plea for a moderate abatement. In less than two months (October and No« 
vember, 1799) the people, who had already been exhausted by the contending armies, 
were compelled to supply the French invaders with upwards of 4000 oxen, 20,000 
quintals of corn, 150,000 quintals of hay, 100,000 rations of breadj^ 25,000 quarts of 
wine, and many other articles, which, being the principal part of their winter stores, 
they could not forego without a certain prospect of a famine. Thb wretched people 
had moreover to provide for the hospitals, to perform all the transport service, and to 
gratify the rapacity of many subordinate agents : and their murmurs were hushed by 
the taunting pretence that this was but a due return for the liberty and independenct 
the Republican armies had conferred on them. 
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It will no doubt excite the indignation of men of irritable ghap- 



tempers^ to hear republican philanthropists coolly advance that 
evils like these^ afflicting as they are, are yet the necessary- 
consequences of a reform of government, and will in the end' 
prove beneficial to the posterity of the victims who now suffer 
from them/' This indeed is transcendent virtue ; and men 
possessed of it must not be contradicted^ the sublimity of 
their sentiment, being aa argument they will never relinquish. 

These calamities^ hMrever disastrous, bear yet but a small proportion to th^ misery 
experienced by the innocent people of the forest cantons and the upper Valais, who,, 
though never in affluence, lived yet peacefully and happily among their rocks, lakes, and 
torrents ; and asked fornothing but to be left in the tranquil enjoyment of their con- 
tented mediocrity. The few cattle that were spared by the hostile armies, they werer 
obliged to kill for want of forage* The flourishing town of Stanz was wholly demo-, 
lished : at Altorf only one house was left standing ; and the whole country is now a scene 
of desolation and wretchedness. The bulk of the nation, true to the oath taken by their 
ancestors at RutU, have been exterminated in the- various encounters, in which they 
displayed their wonted courage, but were repeatedly deserted by their powerful allies,, 
and overwhelmed by numbers. The few wretched survivors have lately been seen,, 
scattered like chaff before the wind, along the frontiers of the country, viithout any 
guide but terror and dismay, and without any sustenance but the scanty supply afforded 
them, by the compassionate, who are themselves nearly deprived of their all : aged 
fathers, with their famished progeny, to whom they have no bread to give ; widows, 
(fewer indeed in number, for most of the women perished in the repeated conflicts) 
bewdling the loss of husbands, children, friends; swarms of half-naked orphans ex- 
posed on the snow, or roaming in search of their slaughtered parents. This picture is 
not exaggerated, for itis chiefly gathered from reports published under the sanction, 
of the French government, and by the ignominious Helvetic directory. (Leyd. Gaz.. 
Oct. 29, Nov. 12, Dec. 3 and 24, 1799; and Jan. 3 and 7, 1800.) After such 
atrocious crimes, and such unmerited sufferings, can there be a doubt of a future 
retribution ? 

•' A grave author, whom we have in general wished to follow in the present narra- 
tive, observes with frigid apathy, that ' the Swiss, amid their sufferings, forgot that 
« great revolutions are always sacrifices which the present generation makes for the. 
' felicity of future ones.' Posselt. Europ. Annal. anno 1798. No. VI* p« 213. 
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CHAP. Those of more moderate perfection, however, but whose plans 
_ are more likely to be truly beneficial, will probably maintain, 



that the most effectual mode of providing for the prosperity 
of future generations, is for good and wise men to co-operate 
in promoting the tranquillity and happiness of the present 
The Swbs, moreover, might well resist all innovation, since 
they felt, and the bulk of the nation gratefully acknowledged^ 
that with all the imperfections in their governments, they were 
still the freest and happiest people upon earth ; and were fully 
persuaded that no revolutionary emendations, much less a 
total overthrow of their former ^lity, could in any respect 
improve the condition of their progeny, for whose real advan- 
tage they have more than once shewn how ready they were to 
shed their blood. 
TheGris6ns The Grisons remained still unsubdued. These hardiest of 
the Alpine tribes had been abundantly practised upon by 
agitators, who at one time had actually succeeded to displace 
the legal magistrates, and to introduce a national convention, 
one of whose first steps was, on frivolous pretences, to seize 
the property of individuals, and compel several of them to 
quit the country. This, however, was not of long duration : 
the anti-revolutionary party, when the dismemberment of the 
Valteline was decreed by Bonaparte, recovered its ascendency, 
restored the former magistracy, and even compelled Florent 
Guyot, the French resident, and a number of his subordinate 
agents, to evacuate the country. Scha\yemburg exclaimed 
loudly at the atrocity of this proceeding ; marched a force 
towards the frontiers, and menaced to spread devastation 
among these bare rocks and scanty vales. The people assem- 
bled in arms, and repelled his first attempts ; but their govern- 
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ment, awed by the example of the wretched Underwalders, chap. 
and by no means confident of unanimity among themselves^ , 



had recourse to a measure which^ a few months before, would 
have filled the nation with horror. They called in an Austrian 
army ! The calamities that have since afflicted this devoted 
country are now become foreign to the confederacy, and hence 
no longer form a part of the present history. The conflict 
has since been between foreign powers ; and their pleasure 
will probably decide the fate of a people which, as a state, 
never yet acknowledged a superior, except the Sovereign 
Lord of all. 

Thus ended this confederacy, the victim of a perfidious Conclusion, 
enemy, of an ill-timed moderation, of the aspiring views of 
some of its ambitious sons, and above all, of the want of una- 
nimity among its rulers. It is possible, and the hope must not 
be altogether relinquished, that the nation will still recover 
its independence ; but the ancient confederacy, it may be 
apprehended, has now vanished for ever. The new free con- 
stitution (for Swisserland must have a free constitution, unless 
the people is to degenerate into a horde of lawless ruffians) 
will, most probably, have a different form from that which 
has now been abolished. May it be productive of as many 
blessings ! 



THE END, 
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divide them, 255. Defeated hy Schwitz; 
257. Declare war against Charles the Bold, 
ii. - - - 20 

Conrad, the Salic, Emperor, i. - 34 

Constance, Bishop of, 1. - - 50 

I council of, i. 365* Dissolved, 382 

Coucy (expedition of), i. 281. Dies, 333 
Coze, an English agent in Swisserland, ii. 227 
Crest (Micbeli duj^ demagogue at Ge- 
neva, ii - - 330 
Cuno, Abbot of St. Gallen, wars with Ap- 
penzel, i. 343. Flies to Wyl, 345, Brought 
hack to St. Gallen, 356. Dies, - 361 



D 



Defensional, lu - - 221 

Diets, Helvetic, ii^ - - 29 1 

Dijon, siege and convention of, ii. ^ 100 

Disentis, abbey, i. - - 57 

Drvico, i. - - . 5 

Domo, besieged by the Milanese, i. - 390 

Donnerbubel,z,Q\\ovLof,u - 142 



Fage 
Eckard, monk of St. Gallen, i* - 59 

Egerdon, a founder of Berne, i. - 77 
Einsidlen abbey, i. 68. Albert its advocate, 

145. Contest with Schwitz, 167, 169. 

Taken and demolished, ii. »- - 441. 
£mmfit£i&a/, seditions in the, ii. • 200 
Engelben;zhhey,u^ ^ - - 6j 

£imiJ<5, Pope's nuntio, ii. - - 151 
Entlibucb (vale of), i. 283. Admitted to the 

freedom of Lucem, i. 292. Insurrection, 

ii. - - - 205 

Erlacb (d^) a founder of Berne, L - 77. 
I ( iflric) beats Albert, - 142 

» (Rudolpb}xoTDXDZxii^ at Laupen, i. 

220. Named guardian to the sons of 

Nidau, 226. Assassinated, - 229. 
■ (Lewis) commands at Mulhausen, 

ii. - - - 171 
(Sigismund) commands against the 

rebellious peasants, ii. - 212,215^ 

( ) commands against the 



French, ii. 418. Defeated, 428. Assas- 
sinated, - - — 431^ 
Erguel, taken by the" French, i. - ^05 
Escbenbacb (Walter, Baron of) conspires 
against King Albert, i. 159. Dies in ob- 
scurity, - — 161 



Farel CWtlliam) z reformer, ii. 153; At 
Geneva, 154. An attempt to poison him, . 

»57 
Fatio, a demagogue at Geneva, ii. 307. Ex- 
ecuted, - - 327 
Finninger (Jas. and Mat.}, occasion the 
warof Mulhausen, ii. - - 170 
Flue (Nicbolas de /aj[ interferes at Stanz, ii. 47 
Formula Consensus, ii. - 222 
Fomovo, battle of, ii. - - 55 , 
France^ Vid. CbarlesVU, LewisXL Cbarles 

VIII. 
Francis I. King of France, ii. 103. His toil- 
some march into Italy, 104. Conquers at^ 
Marignan, ig8. Taken at Pavia, 117. De- 
sires admission into the Protestant union, . 

146 

Franks in Helvetia, i. - - 1 1, 17 

Frastenz, battle of, ii. - - 6i 

Frauenbrunnen, engagements at, i. ^85. 

ii. - - - 429 
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Frederick of Austria* i. 165. King of the 
Germans* 170. Taken at Muhldorf, 184 
— — — IV. King of the Germans, his de- 
signs upon Hclretia, i. 433* Visits Zuric, 
&c. 437. His conduct in the Burgundian 
war> ii. - -2, 19* 21 

■ Duke of Austria, comes to the 

council of Constance* i. 371. Excommu- 
nicated, 374. Attacked by the Swiss, 377. 
Returns to Constance and submits, 379. 
Dies, - - - 423 

— — Burgravc of Nuremberg, com- 
mands against Austria, i. - 374 
French intrigues in Swisserland, ii* 52, 81 
- revolution, its origin, ii. - 368 
their armies approach the frontiers of 
Swisserland, ii. 382. Their successes in 
different parts, 385, 428. Bring charges 
against the Swiss, 390. Subdue Berne, 4 30. 
Their oppressive conduct, 432. See Swiss. 
Freyenbacb, action of, i. - - 442 
Friburg built, i. 44, 78. Wars against Berne, 
305. Allies with Berne, 328. Surrenders 
to Savoy, ii. 6. A congress at, 36. Ad- 
mitted into the confedeiacy, 47. Consti- 
tution, 282, Taken b^ the French, 424 
Fuenles (fort de) built, li. - 183 
Fur St ( Walter )y I. - - 151 



Gulera (treaty oO> i'« - - 107 

Gallen (St.) abbey, i. 57. Dispute with 

Rudolph, i. 115, 130 With Albert of 

Austria, 137, 139. Albert its advocate, 1 44. 

Progress towards independence, 273. City 

leagues with the cantons, ii. 8. Joins Ap- 

penzel, 344, 350. Vid. Cuno, Landenberg. 

Ga/Zow^^ (Viscount) at Zuric,ii. - 229 

Gaster, surrenders to Claris, i. - 305 

Geneva, Bishop of, i. - 5** 333 

. Counts of, i 128. Extinct, 334. The 

office acquired by Savoy, ii. - 135 

city, Caesar secures the passes near, 

i. 6. Assembly at, 16. Increase, 333. A 
revolution at, ii. 1 33 Allies with Berne and 
Friburg, 136. Reformation, 154. At- 
tempted by Savoy, 168. Scalade of, 1 74. Dis- 
turbances in the eighteenth century, 303. 
Constitution, 305. Troubles appeased in 
1 7c 7, 306. An interval of tranquillity, 520. 
Fresh disturbances, ib. Quelled by severity. 



Page 
322. Troubles appeased in 1734, 329. 
Triumph of the clemocracy, 336. Dis- 
sensions terminated in 1738, 337. Trou- 
bles appeased in 1768, 346. Parties of 
the negatifs and representans, 348. la, 
surrection of the natives in 1770, 351, 
Troubles appeased in 1782, 352. Revo- 



lution in 1789, 
Gersau, accedes to the confederacy, i. 
Gesler (Herman) appointed bailifi^, i. 

KiUedbyWm.Tefl, 
Glaris, i. 63. Albert its advocate. 

Summoned by Duke Albert, 240 



362 
263 

H7- 
Joins 



the Swiss, 241. Admitted into the confe 

deracy, 242. Acquires Wesen, the Gaster, 

and Sargans, 305. Regulations, 307. War 

with Austria, 308. Battle of Naefels, 3 10. 

League with Zuric, 331. Constitution, 

ii. . - . 287 

Gondebald, King of Burgundy, i. - i6 

Gondemar, King of Burgundy, i. - 17 

Granson, talcen by Charles the Bold, ii. 24. 

Battle of, - - - 25 

Granson (William de), i. - . 277 

Gregorian calender, dissensions concerning, 

ii. - - - 169 

Gregory, founds Einsidlen, i. - 69 

Griffith (Jevan ap Eynion ap) joins in Coucy's 

expedition, i. -' - - 281 

Grisons, their conduct in the Suabian war, 

* ii. 60. 64. Afflicted by the war of Valtc- 

line, 179. Constitution, 288. Call in the 

Austrians, - - 46^ 

Gruyeres, Count of, i. - - 48 



H 



Habeas Corpus act in Tockenburg, 1. 423 
Hagenbacb (Peter de) Burgundian prefect on 

the Rhine, ii. 11. His oppressive conduct* 

19. Behended, - - . j^ 

Haller (C, L ) answers the charges of the 

French, ii. - - - j^g 

Hallwyl (John) commands at Morat, ii. 32 
Hapsburg, Counts of, i. - - jg 

— — — John, kills King Albert, his unck, 

i. 158. Flies, and dies in obscurity, 160 
(John) favours the exiles from 

Zuric, i. 210, 232. Taken at Zuric, 233. 

Released, - - 250 

■ LaufFenburg (Rudolph of) falls at 

Morgarten, i. - - 177 



J 



INDEX. 



471 



Page 
Hapsburg, castle o& taken by the Berners> 
i. . . - 378 

Hard, battle of, ii. - - 6j 

Harpe (Cas. Fred, and Amad, la J dema- 
gogues in the Pavs de Vaud, ii. 380, 396 
Hasli, first peoplecl, i. 87. Opposes the re- 
formation, ii. - - - 141 
Hauptlisberg, battle at, i. - - 354 
Hantecrest abbey, i. - • 46 
Helvetia, face of the country, i. 2. First in- 
habitants, 4. Desolated, 11. Re-peopled, 
ib. Under the empire, 21, 34. Form of 
government, i. 22. Vid. Swisserland. 
Helve til, i. - - - 4 
Henry I. the Fowler, founds cities, i. 71 
Henry IV. Emperor, i, - - 35 
£r<fwry of Luxemburg, Emperor, i. 166. Con- 
firms the privileges of the Swiss, ib. 
Dies, - - - 170 
Henzi's conspiracy at Berne, ii. - 341 
//irrf(fi^/ir> union with Austria, ii* 15. Re- 
newed, - - 90 
Hericourt, taken by the confederates, ii. 20 
Herter (William) commands at Morat, ii. 32. 
And at Nancy, - - 39 
Herzogenbucbs, battle of, ii, - 215 
Hetzel (Caspar) Banneret of Berne, put to 
death, ii. - - - 99 
Heudorf (Pilgrim of) his conduct towards 
Shaft hausen, ii. - - 9,12 
Hierarchy, state of, i. - 365 
Hitzel, action of, i. - 
Holy truce, i. - 
■ league, ii. - 
Horny senate at Zuric, ii. 
Hugenots, name derived from Eignots, ii. 
136. Received in Swisserland, 224 



34*49 
90 
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Jacob (St.) near Zuric, battle of, i. 
near Basle, battle of, i. 



447 
454 



Idda, Countess of Hapsburg, founds the 
abbey of Muri, i. - - 64 

T^tefr (imposture of), lift. - - 124 

yobn of Hapsburg. SeelHapsburg. 

John XXIII. Pope, repairs to the council of 
Constance, i. 371. Flies, 374. Brought 
back, 380. Deposed, - - 382 

John GaUaxzo Sforzat Duke of Milan, ii. 
54. Dies, . . - 55 



Page 

Jolantha, Dutchess of Savoy, favours Charles 
of Burgundy, ii. - - 6 

Italian bailiwicks, first invaded by the Swiss, 
i. 334. Contest for, ii. 79. Ceded by 
Francisl. 113. Surrender to the French, 44* 

Julian (peace of St.), ii. - - 137 



K 



Koenigsfelden abbey, founded by Queen 

Agnes, i. - - 163 

Kramburg (John, Baron of) summons the 

Swiss to tne war of Laupen, i. - 221 

Kyburg, Counts of, i. - 37, 187 

(Everard) grants estates to Berne, 

i. i88. Allies with the Swiss, 189. Com* 
plains of Berne, - - 215 

(Rudolph) attempts Soleure, 285 

(Comty) surrendered to Zuric, ii. 3 



Landenberg (Berenger of) appointed bailiff, 
i. 148. Expelled, - - 157 

— — ^— (Caspar) Abbot of St. Gallen, 
allies with the dwiss, ii. - "7 

Lavater*s Philippic, ii. - - 445 

Laupen {yfzx 01), u - - 213 

Lausanne (bishoprick of), i. 48^. Trans- 
ferred to Friburg, ii. - - 159 

Lautrec (Marshal de) commands in Lom- 
bardy, ii. - - - 115 

Leagues in Germany, i. 289^ it. 14. See 
Wiatia, Grisons* 

Lenzburgf Counts of, i. - - 37 

— — — flJlric of) Advocate of Schmtz, 
i. - - - - 90 

Leo X. Pope, i. 95. Occasions the reforma- 
tion, 137. Dies, - - 137 

Leopold, Duke of Austria, avenges his father's 
death,!. 162. Co-operates with his brother 
Frederick, 166. Enraged against the Swiss, 
171. Invades them, 172. Defeated at 
Morgarten, 174. Besieges Soleure, 197. 
Dies, - - 185 

— - - son of the above, wages war against 
the Swiss, i.^ 30^1. A peace, 317^ At- 
tempts to divide the confederates, 319 

■■ son of Duke Albert of Austria, 

obtains the Argau, Kyburg, &c i. 279. 
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His policy, 290. Attacks the Swiss, 293. 
Killed at Sempach, - • 301 

Liwis of Bararia, King of the Germans, i. 
170. Confirms the liberties of the Swiss, 
183. Unfriendly to Berne, - 215 

Lewis XL King or France, invades Swisscr- 
land, i. 452. Allies with the confederates, 
ii. 3, II, 12. Makes peace with Charles 
the Bold, 22. A treaty with the confede- 
rates, - - - J.8 

Lewis XII. King of France, claims Milan, li. 

54, 58. Takes Milan, 76. Expelled, 90. 
Dies, - • - 103 

Lewis Sforza, the Moor, Duke of Milan, ii. 

55, 55, 76. Taken and dies in France, 78 
Leuenberger, heads the revolted peasants, ii* 

fio. Executed, • • 217 

Lucemt its origin, i. 79. Attacks Under- 
walden, 169. Admitted into the confede- 
racy, 191. A conspiracy, 194. Acquires 
territories, 325. Its peasants revolt, ii. 209, 
Constitution of, 282. Revolution, 408 

M 

Mace, ostracism of the, !• . - 385 
Mad society, ii. - - 45 

Madrid, treaty of, ii. - - 189 

MaHre fie J, a demagogue at Geneva, ii. 310. 

Executed, - • . 324 

Malsbeide, battle of, ii. - - 64 

Mamalukes at Geneva, ii. - 1 36 

Manesse (Roger) patron of learning, i. 204. 

Victorious at Tatwyl, 244. Burgomaster 

of Zuric, ... a68 

Martin V. Pope, i. - - 383 

Mary, daughter of Charles the BoM, marries 

Maximihan of Austria, ii. - 40 

Maurice (St.) abbey, founded, i. 66. Assem« 

bly at, - - - 20 

MaximiUan I. marries Mary of Burgundy, ii. 

40. Succeeds to the empire, 56. Marches 

against the confederates, - - 68 
Maximilian Sforza, ii. 9 1 . Put in possession 

of Milan, 93. Taken, and diesin France, 113 
Meinrad, founds Einsidlen, i* - 68 

Melcbthal (Arnold oi),i. - - 151 
Mengaud, Freoch agent in Swisserland, ii, 

395,400,415 
MikU' Vid. Sforza, Lewis* 

n capitulate of, ii. • - 7 



Milan, wars of, ii. 7c. Peace, - 113 

■ ■ " conventions of, ii. - - 191 
Mode de Vivre, a treaty between Savoy and 

Geneva, ii. - - - 179 

Monqon, treaty of, ii. - - 195 

Montfori (William de) Abbot of St. Gallcn, 
oppressed by King Rudolph, i. 1 30. Flies 
toKing Adolphus, 141. Dies, - 144 
Moral y battle of, ii. - - 31 

Morges built, i. - - 44 

Mulhausen receives privileges, i. - 139 

■ (war of), ii. 170. Taken by the 
French, - - 406 

Mulleren, a founder of Berne, i. - 77 
Munzer (Thomas) an anabaptist teacher, 
ii. . . - 139 

Murbacb abbey, sovereign of Lucem, u 80 
Muri abbey, i. - - 64 

N 

Nahbolz (J. U.J commands in the war of 
Tockenburg, li. - - 237 

Naf els, hiittlt of , u • - 310 

Neucbattel, Counts of, i. 47, 276, 33J. Co- 
burghers of Berne, 11. 9. Succession of, 

230 

— — — town of, enters into co*burgher- 

ship with Berne, i. 333. Seized by the 

confederates, ii. - - • 91 

Nidau (Rudolpb, Count of) complains of 

Berne, i. 214. Slain, - • 283 

Nobles, war with the, i. • • 291 

Novarra, battle of, ii. - - 97 

Nuys, besieged by Charles the Bold, ii. 18 
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Oherland, i. 97. Its nobles restrained, 140. 

Distracted by parties, - - 187 

Ocbs (Peter) a demagogue at Bask, n. 

Orbe taken by the cqpfedcrates, ii. -. 21 
Ostrogotbs, in Helvetia, i, - la, 17 



Pavia, battle of, ii. 
Panl, battle of St. i. 
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P$asants» iasurrection of the, ii. - 203 
Fepirip EJng of the Franks, i. - 18 

Fetifi Count of Savoy, i. 95, loi. Dies, 123 
Fbilipi Count of Sarc^, wars with Rudolph I. 

L - * - - 123 

Plague, ^nno i%\^ \. - - 227 

Plania family, i. - - 338 

— — {Conrad), L 405, John, Baron of 

Razuns, ii. • - - 181 

— — . {Rudolph and Pompey), ii. 183, 185, 

189, 190, 198 
PmWf ordinance, i. • - 265 
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Ramscbwag (Baron of) his attempts on Lu- 
cem, i. - - 192, 194 

Rapperswyl, Counts of, i. - - 47 
" ■ town and castle demolished by 

Brun, i. 234. Acquired by Austria, 278. 
Besieged by Zuric, 314. Surrenders to 
the Swiss, ii. * . ^ 

JRf^/na^ French commissary, ii. 444, 452,453 
Airoii (warof), i. - - 385 

Reding {Ital) of Bibereg, Landamman of 
Schwitz, i. - - - 413 

' {Walter) advises the Swiss, berore 

the battle of Morgarten, i. - 174 

Reformation, \\. 120. Its causes, 121. List 
of reformers, 131. Dissensions in conse* 
<|uence, 143. Hostilities, 144. Pacifica- 
tion, - - - I JO 
Regensberg, Baron of, disputes with Zunc, 
i. - - - 114 
Rene, Duke of Lorrain, his concerns in the 
war of Burgundy, ii. 7. Attacked by 
Charles the Bold, 23. Attacks Charles, 
37. Defeats him at Nancy, • 38 
Reuss river, its course, i. • • 3 
Rbati, u ' - . 6 
Rbeetia, presidents of, i. 36* Its state, 274. 

Leagues, 336, 398. Vid. Grisons. 
Rhine, its course, i, . . 3 

Rhone, its course, i. - - 3 

Richterswyl, engagement at, ii. - 440 
Rinkenberg, feud of, i. - - 266 

Rohan (Duke of) commands in the Grisons, 
ii. - . . 197 

Reman cmperws (times of the), i. - 9 
Roseneck, Baroness of, her conjugal fidelity, 
ii. - - - 68 

Rougemont priory, i. - - 46 

VOL. II. 



P»gc 
Rousseau {J. J.) censured by the magis- 
trates of Geneva, ii. - - 347 

Roust (Mark) Burgomaster of Zuric, com- 
mands at Marignan, ii. - 108, 109 
Rudolph I. King of Burgundy, i. - 20 

■ II. i. - - . 17 
IIL i. . - - ib. 

- Count of Hapsburg, Advocate of 
Underwalden, i. 91. Imperial commissary 
over the three forest cantons, - 92 

■ I. King of the Romans, his infancy, 
i. 94. Youth, 107. Dawn of his pros* 
peiity, 109. Age of manhood, no. Ad- 
vocate of Schwitz, 1 1 2. Captain of Zuric, 
114. Disputes with St. Gallen, 115. And 
Basle, no. On the Imperial throne, 119. 
Character, no, 119. Conduct towards 
the cities, 120. The nobles, 122. The 
clergy, ib. Proposes to revive the kingdom> 
of Burgundy, 123. Wars with Savoy, ib. 
With Berne, 126. With the Counts of 
Burgundy, 124, 129. His old age, 130. 
Death, - - ^ 132 

'■ Bishop of Constance, allies against 

Albert of Austria, i. - - 137 

- Palatine Archduke of Austria, ac- 
quires the Tyrol, i. - - 277 

Rutli, meetings at, i. - - 152 



Salts {de) family,!. 338; ii. - 181, 186 
Rudolph, ii. - 192,193 

Samson (Bernardino) sells indulgences in 
Swisserland, ii. 128. Recalled, - 131 

Sargans, yields to Glaris, i. - 306 

Savoy f Counts of, i. 45. War with Rudolph, 
i. - - - 123 

■ Dukes of, their conduct in the war of 

Burgundy, ii. - - 5. 

Sax {George de Ober) rival of the Cardinal 
of Sion, ii. 85. Dies, - 137 

— {Ulric de Hohen), ii. - ^7 

Schawemburg, commands the French in 
Swisserland, ii. 421, 436. Attacks and ex- 
terminates theUnderwalders, 457. Marches 
against the Grisons, - • 464 

Scbwaderloch, battle of, ii. - 66 

Schwitz, i. 87. First noticed, 89. Rudolph 
I. its advocate, 112. Contest with Ein- 
sidlen, 167, 169. War with Zuric, 407. 
420, 424. Constitution, ii. • 286 
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Seckingen abbey, i. - - 62 

Seize niers, I • - 140 

Sempacb, battle of , L • - 297 

■ decree of, i. • - 320 
Servetus {Michael) burnt at Geneva, ii. j6i 
Sforza {Gal. Mar,) Duke of Milan, aids 

Charles of Burgundy, ii. 6. Vid. Lewis 
the Moor, John Gaieazzo, Maximilian, 

Sbaffbausen, its origin, i. 74. Progress to- 
wards independence, 329. Leagues with 
the cantons, ii. 8. Admitted into the 
confederacy. 78. Constitution, 285 

Sbaumhurg {UlricCoui\toi)jU - 277 

Sbinner {Mattbew). Vid. Sion. 

Sbossbalde, action of, i. - - 128 

Sbybi, a leader of the rebellious peasants, ii. 
215. Executed, - - 216 

iS/^/sww;ir/, King of Burgundy, i. - 17 

■■ King of the Germans, visits Swis- 

serland, 1. 370. Dies, - - 419 

■ Duke of Austria, his conduct in 
the war of Burgundy, ii. 2, 10. Hereditary 
union with the cantons, 15. Dies, ^6 

5/aw, Bishop of, i. - - 51 

— {Mattbew Sbinner) Cardinal of, ii. 85. 
Persecutes Ober Sax, 88. Conduct at Ma- 
rignan, 107. Excites fresh troubles, 114. 
Dies, . - - 137 

Soleure, its origin, i, 75. Besieged by Duke 
Leopold, 197. Attempted by Rudolph of 
Kyburg,285. Acquires territories, 327. Ad- 
mitted into the confederacy, ii. 47. Consti- 
tution, 283. Taken by the French, 423 
Solomon, Abbot of St. Gallen, i. - 59 
Speicber, battle at the, i. • 348 

jS/>oo«, fraternity of the, ii. - - 137 
Sladion {Walter de) defeated by the Glarners, 
i. - - - 242 

Stanz, diet at, ii. 47. Covenant of, 48. 
Taken and burnt, - - 459 

Statistical view of the confederacy, ii. 246 
Slauffacber {Werner^ honoured at Schwitz, 
i. 148. Concerts with Furst and Melch- 
thal, - • - 151 

Steiguer (Avoyer) resigns his office, 427. 
Flies to Bregenz, - - 430 

5/oc^tfr*5 mission to England, ii. - 218 
Stoss, battle at the, i. - - 353 

Strasberg {Otbo Count of) commands agamst 
the Swiss, i. 173. Defeated, 178. De- 
cays, - - - 183 
Stussi {Rudolph) Burgomaster of Ziiric, i. 
412. Slain, • - 450 



Suahian vr2Lr, ii. 42. Its origin, 57. Peace, 

Swiss, their origin, i. 84. First constitution, 
85. Quarrel with Einsidlen, 89. Assist 
the Emperor, 107. Compact with Albert 
of Austria, 135. Receive a charter from 
King Adolphus, 140. Receive a captious 
message from Albert, 146. Their character, 
149, 151. Oppressed, ib. Expel the Au- 
strian bailiffs, 156. Attacked by Duke 
Leopold, 172 Defeat him at Morgarten, 
174. Assist King Lewis, 184. March into 
Italy, 185, 196. ii. 90. Stiled defenders 
of the faith, 91. Their independence ac- 
knowledged, 203. Their troops insulted 
in France, 375. Invaded by the French, 
413. Collect forces against the French in- 
vasion, 418, 422, 426. Attacked, 422. 
Mutiny, 425. Successful at Laupen and 
Newcneck, 428. Worsted at Frauen- 
brunnen, Urteren, Grauholtz, and near 
Berne, 429. Assassinate their officers, 426, 
430, 431. Disarmed, - - 433 

Swisserland, state of, i. 198, 288. ii. 372, 

444,462 



Tables (statistical), ii. - - 249 

Tatvjyl, battle of, i. - - 243 

Tcgerfeld {Conrad de) conspires against King 

AlbcFt, i. - - 159 

Tell {William), i. 154. Kills Gesler, 155. 

His death and descendants, - 156 

Tigurini, i. - - 5 

Tbeodoricky King of the Ostrogoths, i. 12 
Tborberg, truce of, i. - - 259 

Tbun, granted to Berne, i. - - 188 
Tburgau, taken by tlie confederates, ii. 2, 72 
Tockenhurg, Counts of, i. 48. Ally with 

Zuric, 340. Succession of, 409. New 

laws, 423. War of, - - 231 

Tremouille {Lewis de la) commands in Lorn- 

hardy, ii. 77, 96. At Dijon, - 100 
Trivulci {Marshal) Governor of Milan, ii. 

76, 96. Leads an army into Italy, ii. 

104 
Truns, a league formed at, i. - 400 

TiiCbudi {Jobst) Landamman of Claris, 1. 

417 

Tuilleries, massacre at the, 11. • 377 
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Valais, i. 6. Its constitution, ii. 290. Sur- 
renders to the French, 442. Vid. Raron, 
SioH. 

VaUngin {Gerard Count of) commands the 
nobles against Berne, i. - 216 

Valieiine, first ceded to the Grisons, ii. 91. 
And by Francis 1. 113. War of, 179. 
Massacre of, 186. Torn from the confe- 
deracy, . - .394 

Vaud (Pays de) its state under Savoy, i. 275. 
Taken by the confederates, ii. 35. Re- 
stored to Savoy, 36. Seized by Berne and 
Friburg, 158. The people disaffected, 373, 

379096 
Vaudois, aided by the Swiss, ii. 220, 226 
Velcaib {Jevan ap) joins in Coucy's expe- 
dition, i. - - 281 
Vergennes, his letter to the cantons, ii. 355 
Vesalia {John de) preaches at Worms, ii. 

126 

Villemergen, battle of, ii. - 242 

Underwaiden, i. 87. Attacked by Lucem, 

169. Marches m favour of Hasli, 187. 

Constitution, ii. 286. Assailed by the 

French, 455. The people exterminated, 

4J8 
Uri, i. 87. Constitution, ii. - 285 
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fValdman {John) commands at Morat, ii. 32. 
His catastrophe, - - 49 

Waldsbutt besieged by the confederates, ii. 
9. Peace of, - - ib. 

Wart {Rudolph Baron of) conspires against 
King Albert, i. 159. Broken on the wheel, 
161. His Baroness dies at Basle, - ib, 

Watteville {James) commands an expedition 
into Burgundy, ii. - - 100 

■ de Landsbut, pleads for the in- 

surgents at Berne, ii. - - 343 

fVeggis, admitted into the confederacy, i. 

264 

Weiss (Colonel) his conduct in the revolu- 
tion, ii. - - 385, 410 

Weissenburg, Baron of. Prefect of Hasli, i. 
183, 189. Becomes co-burgher of Berne, 

. . • '9» 
Wengi, Avoyer of Soleure, his spirited con- 
duct, ii, - - - 146 
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Werdenberg, Counts of, i 340. ii. - 59 
Werdmuller, commands against the rebellious 

peasants, ii. - - 214 

Wesen, taken by Claris, i. 305. Conspiracy 

at, - - - 307 

Westphalia, treaty of, ii. - - 199 

Wetstein {J. R.) Burgomaster of Basle, sent 

to the congress of Munster, ii. - 202 
Wettingenzhbcy, I. - - 113 

Wiccard, founds the abbey of St. Leodigard, 

i. ... 80 

Windeck, claimed by Zuric, i. - 412 

Windisb, Vindonissa, i. - - 8 

Winkelried {A. S, de) his heroism, and death 

at Sempach, i. - - 300 

Wittterthur, Rttdolpb^s charter to, i. 121. 

Surrendered to Zuric, ii. - - 3 
Wolleb {Henry) his brave conduct at Fra- 

stenz, ii. - - - 62 

Wolfensbies, takes the command of Rossberg, 

i. 150. Killed, - - 151 

Wolfshaldc, battle at the, i. - - 355 
Wrangel, a Swedish general, ii. - 200 



Tverdun, Ebrodunum, i. 8. Rebuilt, 44 
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Zaringen, Dukes of, i. - - 41 

Bertboldhu - - ib. 
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Ill.i. . - 43 

■ IV. 1.43. Founds Fri- 
burg, - - - 78 
' V. i. 44. Founds Berne, 
76 
■ Conrad, i. - - 43 
Zeltner's remonstrance, ii. - 448 
Zqffingen, taken by Berne, i. - 377 
Zug, received in the confederacy, i. 247. A 
dispute between the city and the rural dis- 
tricts, 330. Constitution, ii. - 286 
Zuric, i. 63. Its minster, ib. Ladies' 
monastery, 64. Its rise, 71. Declared 
imperial, 04. State of, 99. Alliance 
with Schwitz and Uri, 113. Rudolph I. its 
captain, 114. Allies against Albert of 
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Austria* 137. Receives privileges, 140. 
Besieged by Albert, 143. First territory 
possessed by, 166. Estranged firom the 
Swiss, 170. Change in its constitution, 
201. Admitted into the confederacy, 235. 
Besieged by Duke Albert, 249. Allies 
with Duke Albert, 257. Its state, 268. 
Acquires sundry territories, 324. Consti- 



tutional act of, 322, Takes Baden, &c. 
379. War of, 407. Pacification, 432. Joins 
Austria, 435, War renewed, 440. Con- 
stitution, ii« 283. Revolution^ 406, 433 
Zwinglius {Ulric), ii. 126. Preaches at 
Zuric, 130, 137. Marries, 138. Disputes 
with Luther, 142. Killed, 149. His 
character, - - 16. 
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